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Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc  
PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541 

NPWS Licence No: MWL000100253  |  ABN 49 616 307 526   
 E: info@wildlife-rescue.org.au  |  W: www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 

0418 427 214 Wollongong to Batemans Bay | 0417 238 921 Mogo to Victorian Border 

If you see injured wildlife please ring us  
or your local wildlife rescue group.  
If you see dead wildlife please stop  

and check for joeys. 

Please Help Us Help Wildlife in 2015.  

© WRSC Cathy Joukador 



 

0418 427 214  Illawarra, Southern Highlands and South Coast  Eurobodalla and Sapphire Coasts  0417 238 921 

Birds North 
(Wollongong, Southern Highlands, Kiama, 
Nowra) 
Judy Bailey 4423 2295 / 0407 946 173 
judith.bailey4@bigpond.com 

Birds South 
(Bay and Basin, Sussex, Batemans Bay, 
Moruya, Southern Tablelands)  
Jenny Packwood 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Flying Foxes and Microbats 
All of the WRSC licenced area 
Gerry Hawkins 0414 931 452 
batsgalore2@gmail.com (Note new email) 

Macropods 
Kiama to Batemans Bay & inland to Braidwood 
Kim Goodsell 4422 4453 / 0488 996 604 
kimgoodsell.kg@gmail.com 

Far South Coast 
Marie Wynan 6454 6257 
wynan@activ8.net.au 

Southern Highlands/Tablelands, Kangaroo 
Valley, Wollongong to Kiama 
Kerstin Schweth 4885 2008 / 0413 768 656 
kerstin.schweth@gmail.com 

Possums and Gliders 
All of the WRSC licenced area 
Debbie Colbert 4441 5948 / 0403 305 948 
colbertd@westnet.com.au 

Far South Coast 
Kathy Mincher 6493 5639 / 0407 173 305 

Raptors  
All of the WRSC licenced area 
Jenny Packwood 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Reptiles, Snakes and Amphibians  
All of the WRSC licenced area 
Jane Mills 4421 7883 / 0407 297 264 
janemills@shoalhaven.net.au 

Small Mammals and Echidnas  
All of the WRSC licenced area 
Judy Bailey 4423 2295 / 0407 946 173 
judith.bailey4@bigpond.com 

Threatened Species 
All of the WRSC licenced area 
Jenny Packwood 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Wombats 
North of Batemans Bay 
Shirley Lack 4443 4877 / 0438 434 877 
babywombats@bigpond.com 

Co-Ord in Training North of Batemans Bay 
Lyn Obern0 432 346 641 
lynobern@bigpond.com 

Far South Coast 
Marie Wynan 6454 6257 
wynan@activ8.net.au 

Species  Co-ordinators  

Want to submit a rescue story, photographs, a 
quote, or share a website, Facebook page or tip?  

Email: newsletter@wildlife-rescue.org.au  
or snail mail  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Newsletter  
PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541 

Bowral Markets …. 
Every 2nd Saturday of the month 

Bowral Public School 

 Bendooley Street, Bowral 

between 8am and 1pm. 

Candelo Markets…. 
Held on the first Sunday of 

every month in the Candelo 
township. The largest market 
on the Sapphire Coast with a 
field full of stalls and a strong 

focus on local produce and old 
wares. 

Hours: 8.30am to 12.30pm 

Visit the WRSC display stall at……. 

Bermagui Markets…. 
The Bermagui Hand & Homemade Market is held on the 

last Sunday of every month in Dickinson Park. 

Specialises in handmade, homemade and local produce. 

From 8.30 – 12.30pm. 
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Browsing Facebook this lazy Sunday morning, I saw a 
message pop up from one of my work colleagues, Kristy. 

"Can you help me?  I have a bat stuck at my house" 

Thinking it was a Microbat I asked what suburb she was in 
and she gave me  her address.  She also sent me a pic of a 
gorgeous little head sticking up between the driveway and 
the fence. 

"Ooh - it's a Flying fox. Keep kids and pets away and I'll be 
there asap" 

 

When I arrived she showed me where the Flying fox was and I 
went over there, making eye contact and speaking softly as we 
were taught.  Needn't have worried - he was a lovely, placid, 
easy-going kind of guy who made no fuss when I scooped him 
up in a towel and took him over to check him out. 

Kristy and her kids looked on from a safe distance while I 
checked the little fella's wings, feet, etc.  All seeming to be in 
order, I bundled "Oliver" up and took him home, after thanking 
everyone for looking out for him. 

He's a lovely big boy, but extremely quiet.  I'm thinking he may 
have over-indulged in the fruit from the palm trees overhead. 

I'll keep him overnight to make sure he's ok, and see how he 
goes tomorrow, hoping for a nice quick release.   

Fingers crossed.... 

Story contributed by Cathy Joukador 

Editorial Note: “Oliver” stayed the week in Cathy’s care, then 
was taken to Shoalhaven Bat Clinic for a ‘test flight’  before 
being released.   

Stuck in a hard place between concrete driveway and fence 

Warning 
You must never handle bats unless you are an experienced and vaccinated wildlife carer. A small 
percentage of bats are known to carry a disease known as Australian Bat Lyssa Virus. This can be passed 
on to humans through biting or scratching. If you are scratched or bitten by a bat, you must seek medical 
attention without delay, and ask for post Lyssa Virus exposure treatment, just to be safe. 

Wings being checked  
All photos © WRSC Cathy Joukador 

RESCUE  Rehabilitate  Release  

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
Landmark  Ocean  Park 

A facebook page that may interest… 
https://www.facebook.com/GreatBarrierReefMarinePark F ulton Hogan are very happy to provide a 

donation to Wildlife Rescue South Coast to 
support the great work your volunteers do. 

We endeavour to minimise the impacts 
caused during construction of the Princes Highway 
Upgrade between Foxground and Berry, however 
during the early stages of such a project, there may 
be occasions when our ecologists are required to 
perform rescues or relocations and possibly take 
fauna to the local VET for a health check. 

We acknowledge and appreciate the efforts of your 
volunteers who selflessly provide for the care of such 
animals. 
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Bellinger River snapping turtles face extinction 
from mystery virus on NSW mid north coast 
By Tom Lowrey Wed 18 March 2015 at 6:51pm 
http://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-18/rare-snapping-turtles-face-extinction-from-virus/6330262 

A rare snapping turtle from the Bellinger River is checked by a NPWS worker. 

A rare freshwater turtle species may soon 
become extinct because of  a mystery virus in 
the population on the NSW mid north coast. 

Sick and dying Bellinger River snapping turtles have 
been washing up on the banks of  the Bellinger River, 
near the town of  Bellingen, since mid-February. 

The virus attacks the turtles' internal organs, leaving 
them blind and starving, and most survive only a few 
days. So far more than 300 have died as the virus travels 
upstream. It is estimated there are only a few thousand 
of  the snapping turtles within the river system. 

The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) has set 
up an incident management team to manage the 
situation, and try and save the species. 

Deputy Incident Controller Geoff  Ross said no turtles 
had survived the illness. "It has 100 per cent mortality," 
Mr Ross said. "There is no chance any turtle that has 
this disease has survived." 

Scientists try to identify turtles resistant to virus  
NPWS staff  have been working with vets from Taronga Zoo and across the country to try and identify the pathogen and find 
a cure. 

Mr Ross said very little was known about it. "We're still looking for that intelligence," he said. "We're doing a lot of  planning 
to try and conserve this animal and reduce the impacts of  this disease on other animals." 

Turtles displaying some resistance to the illness have been captured, marked and released back in the river for monitoring. It is 
hoped they may be key to stopping the spread of  the virus if  they can survive. Local ecologists, however, have called for more 
urgent action to ensure the future of  the species. 

Fauna management specialist and local resident, Josh Maher, said a rebreeding program needed to be launched. "I definitely 
think it should be happening, and sooner rather than later at the rate this thing is spreading," he said. 

He said the healthy turtles which remained in the river may not be enough for the species to recover. "Even if  the animals at 
the very top end of  the river system were to survive, to repopulate the rest of  the river could take 100 years, if  it were to 
happen naturally," he said. 

Native Trees of the NSW South Coast 
By: Kevin Mills and Jacqueline Jakeman 

Binding 
Paperback 
ISBN13 
9780858812307 
Pages: 246 
Dimensions: 230 x 140 x 0mm 
Released: 27/10/2011 

This book on the native trees of the New South Wales South Coast is the 
culmination of 25 years work by the authors. It is the essential guide to the 
native trees of the South Coast region, from Berry in the north to Batemans Bay 
in the south, and west to Kangaroo Valley, Sassafras and Nelligen. A total of 
169 tree species is described in full and richly illustrated with line drawings and 
colour photographs. Whether you are a botanist, horticulturalist, gardener or 
nursery worker, or you are just interested in trees, this book will become your 
valued guide to the native trees of the New South Wales South Coast. 
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2014/2015 COMMITTEE 

President 

Jo Evans ............................................. 0411 500 621 
jevans@accsoft.com.au 

Vice President 
Dusty Jones ........................................ 0423 958 059 

snakeremovals@live.com 

Treasurer 
Joy Weatherall ......................................... 4443 3272 

0417 677 917 
noddysview@bigpond.com 

Secretary  
Lindsay Francis .................................. 0417 228 478 

lindsayfrancis@hotmail.com 
 

General Committee  

Debbie Colbert  ....................................... 4441 5948 
0403 305 948 

colbertd@westnet.com.au 

Kim Goodsell .......................................... 4422 4453 
0488 996 604 

kimgoodsell.kg@gmail.com 

Nikki Hunter ....................................... 0450 077 747 
n.e.hunter@hotmail.com 

Jenny Packwood ................................. 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Richard Woodman  
(Woody) .................................................. 4885 2008 

0412 002 400 
richard.woodman7000@gmail.com 

Won’t you join us? 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast  

General Meeting 

2nd Wednesday of  the month 
starts at 7pm 

Library Annex,  
10 Berry Street, Nowra 

Refreshments provided 

Come & vote for the 2016 Calendar 
8 April General Meeting 
 

6 May Committee Meeting 
13 May General Meeting 
 

3 June Committee Meeting 

Congratulations! 

Belinda Gales of Falls Creek was honoured at the 
Shoalhaven International Women’s Day Awards for her  
community work as a wildlife carer. Belinda joined Wildlife 
Rescue South Coast in 2011. Well done Belinda! 

Photo: Belinda with son Marcus Donovan 
South Coast Register 

Christine Haley of Bombala received the Monaro Services 
Award presented by Member for Monaro John Barilaro MP 
in a Cooma ceremony held early March. The awards honour 
volunteers in the community. Chris was presented the 
award for her tireless care to wildlife for 35 years. Chris 
joined  NANA/ Wildlife Rescue South Coast in 1996.  

Chris was also honoured for her work with a number of 
organisations e.g. The Historic Engine & Machinery Society 
and Men's Shed. Chris  over the years as a volunteer often 
cooked for various local community causes plus provided 
knitted goods for children in need here and overseas. Well 
done Christine! 

Photo: John Barilaro MP and Christine  
Bombala Times 
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Giving rescued wildlife a second chance  
By Emma Biscoe Feb. 6, 2015, midnight 

Extracted from http://www.southernhighlandnews.com.au/story/2863667/giving-rescued-wildlife-a-second-chance/ 

Retirement is a full-time job for Robertson couple Richard "Woody" 
Woodman and Kerstin Schweth. 
Members of Wildlife Rescue South Coast, the two wildlife carers spend 
their days and nights caring for rescued animals, which can be a round-the
-clock job. A typical day can start at 5am feeding joeys every four hours 
until 10pm. If they have unfurred joeys, called pinkys, the feeding 
continues every three to four hours through the night. 
The pinkys need to be thermo-regulated as they don't have their mothers 
to keep them warm, so artificial heating needs to be kept at a constant 
temperature. 
Then there is the cleaning of bottles and teats, making the milk, picking 
up poo and cleaning the enclosures and paddocks to ensure parasites are 
kept at bay. 

On their property they have paddocks for macropods at different stages. At the moment there are three joeys in 'pre school', five 
in a paddock that are due to be released soon and five in the 'lean' paddock, where they have a large run to train and gain their 
muscles. There is also a wombat compound where two young rescued wombats are currently being rehabilitated. 
While it isn't always the easiest of jobs, Woody and Kerstin say it is one of the most rewarding. "We feel as though we're 
contributing and although you shouldn't form any emotional involvement, it's hard not to when you spend so much time with the 
animals," Kerstin said. "They deserve to be back in the wild, they are part of our national treasure." 

MACROPOLOGY 
Presented by Lorraine Toohey, Kay Delaney and Kerstin Schweth 

Sunday 12 April 2015 
4215 Illawarra Highway Robertson 

Course Cost - $20.00 per member 
Payable in advance by Direct Debit to  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast   
BSB: 633 000 Account: 152 817 854 
Reference:  Surname & Macropods 

Registration:  8.30am 
Concludes:  4.00pm 

Morning and afternoon tea provided 
BYO lunch 

Macropology Manual  
Download and print the Manual yourself: 

Google ‘Macropology by Cheryl Dooley’ to download the 4.70MB free PDF 
Updates for the Manual will be provided by WRSC at the course. 

Bookings and enquiries: 
Jenny Packwood WRSC Education Co-ordinator  

Mobile: 0418 497 345  
Email: packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Family Bat Night 18 April 2015 
Centennial Park is home to thousands of beautiful 
bats including grey headed flying foxes, bentwing 
and Gould’s wattled bats. 

Come along for a fun, family bat hunt using bat 
detectors, night vision glasses and binoculars under 
the guidance of bat experts and park rangers. Join a 
Centennial Parklands Ranger and bat expert on this 
early morning guided tour of Sydney’s largest 
flying fox colony. 

Celebrate Australasian Bat Night starting with a 
light dinner at the Learning Centre. 

General 
Information 

Age: All ages 
Times:5.00 pm - 7.00 am 

Meeting Point:  
The Learning Centre in the 

Education Precinct  
off Dickens Drive, Centennial Park 

Price: $18 per person 
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18 & 19 April 2015 
VENOMOUS SNAKE HANDLING COURSE 

Unit 1, 2 Gresham Way, Bomaderry 
(Bratan Engineering)  

with 

John Mostyn  
2 Day Course Cost - $60 per member 

Registration - 8.30 am                 Concludes – 4.00 pm 

Payable in advance by  Direct Debit to Wildlife Rescue South Coast   
BSB: 633 000  Account: 152 817 854  

Reference: Surname & Snakes 
Are you new to the world of snakes - come and be taught by one of Australia’s most experienced snake handlers. 
Are you an experienced handler - this is a not to be missed opportunity for you to refresh those skills and/or keep the 
training records current. 

This is a specialised hands-on ‘Catch and Release’ Course aimed at teaching the skills needed to safely handle and 
rescue venomous snakes. It will also cover how to remove them from difficult situations and techniques for 
identifying different species, transporting, releasing and basic husbandry.  

John has over 12 years experience in the zoological industry specialising in venomous snakes. John is the head of 
the venom department at the Australian Reptile Park (Gosford).  

Manuals (approx $120) plus snake bags & hooks ($tba) 
available from John to buy on the day ~ cash only  

Morning & Afternoon Tea provided                    BYO Lunch and a chair 
Bookings & enquiries can be made to  

Jenny Packwood WRSC Education Co-ordinator  Mobile: 0418 497 345 Email: packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 
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Orchard netting saves apple crops from flying foxes and hail 
Melissa Hamling Posted 6 Mar 2015, 11:33am  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-06/orchard-netting/6285292 

New South Wales orchardists taking up a State 
Government subsidy to install nets over their crops are 
discovering there are unexpected benefits to the 
protection from flying foxes. It is six months since the 
government extended the subsidy to orchardists outside 
the Sydney basin. Since then, a drape netting supplier in 
Orange says 15 new customers have installed nets and 
that has already resulted in several crops being saved, not 
only from flying foxes, but summer hailstorms. 
Michael Cunial is also an apple grower at Nashdale, in the 
foothills of Mount Canobolas. He said he has seen rows 
of apple trees wiped out by hail right next door to rows 
that were saved by netting. "A lot of guys have got on 
board and it's just win-win," he said. "Not only just for 
bats, the same net is going to stop hail and a lot of other 
things that can go wrong to apples. 

"People were faced with fines if they actually went out and shot these bats, now not having to worry about, they can actually 
sleep at night. "We've got enough to worry about, so it's been a huge boost. "If we look around us we can see nets, and that's a 
direct result, so it's good to see some funding that actually did the right job." 
The netting Mr Cunial supplies is manufactured in China from HDPE (high density poly-ethylene) and can be sent to the client 
in a matter of days. Drape netting costs around $10,000 per hectare compared to the traditional structural netting which set 
growers back $60,000 a hectare. Mr Cunial said the lower cost, added to the 50 per cent subsidy from the government, makes 
installing netting a no-brainer. "I use the analogy of if you were thinking of buying a new car and it instantly became half price, 
you wouldn't think any longer you'd just go and get it." 
The Office of Environment and Heritage, which administers the funding for netting, said it has received more than 20 
applications from growers in central west NSW. A spokesman said the office has provided more than $4 million in subsidies 
state wide. 
Flying-Fox Netting Subsidy Program  
The Flying-Fox Netting Subsidy program assists orchardists in NSW whose operations would be significantly affected by the 
prohibition of licensed shooting of flying foxes as a crop protection measure. The netting subsidy has now been extended to 
cover the whole of NSW, not just the Sydney Basin and Central Coast. 
The NSW Government has provided $4 million for the program. The Flying-Fox Netting Subsidy will close on 30 June 2016 or 
when the funding is fully committed, whichever occurs first. 
Additional Assistance 
The Farm Innovation Fund provides a loan which can be accessed by growers to install exclusion netting to prevent Flying-Fox 
damage to existing orchards. 
The loan is available from the Rural Assistance Authority for net GST exclusive costs of the work less any other government 
funding, up to a maximum of $250,000 at a concessional interest rate fixed for the term of the loan, up to 20 years dependent 
upon the amount borrowed. 
Further information on the Flying-Fox Netting Subsidy Program and the phasing out of licensed shooting is available at: 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/animals/endtoshooting.htm 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast recommend Fruit Saver nets, Hail Guard or Vege Net  
Visit http://www.wildlifefriendlyfencing.com/WFF/Netting.html 

Don't let Antarctic whaling return 
Japan has devised a new 'scientific whaling' programme, and it intends to start hunting 
whales in the Southern Ocean at the end of the year. There's nothing new about Japan's 
plan. It's still a hunt for whales for products nobody wants and for research nobody 
respects. Yet Japan wants to kill another 4,000 whales over the next 12 years in an even 
larger Antarctic killing zone.  

Take action now. Tell your local MP you want to see the Australian Government do more 
to prevent the return of whaling in the Southern Ocean. 

Australian leadership is crucial in the battle against whaling. Without it there never would 
have been an ICJ case. But that leadership is needed now more than ever. We cannot 
squander the greatest opportunity in a generation to keep the Southern Ocean whaling-
free. Australia and like-minded countries need to pile on the pressure on Japan ahead of its 
return to the Antarctic. 

Australian scientists have been instrumental in rubbishing the pretence of 'scientific whaling'. But if Japan is to feel 
the heat on whaling, these scientists need unwavering support from Australia's diplomatic machine.  

Help protect whales. Write to your MP today and ask them to contact Foreign Minister Julie Bishop. Here in 
Australia we are a whale-loving people and we expect our government to reflect that. Help us make sure they do.  
h p://www.ifaw.org/australia/news/one‐year‐historic‐world‐court‐verdict‐australia%E2%80%99s‐leadership‐whaling‐waning 
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Rescue  REHABILITATE  Release 

Late on 27 February 2015 eleven (yes 11) little pinkie rodent babies were taken to Jervis Bay Vet Clinic 
after being discovered by a member of the public when they were cleaning out their old garage in a very 
bushy area of Old Erowal Bay.  
The Clinic called me (Jenny Packwood) to come and identify them in case they were natives. As they were 
just furred with eyes still closed and weighing approx 4-5g each it was difficult to be sure but the initial 
opinion was bush rats as their tail were shorter than their body length and their little noses were 
rounded. (Black & brown rats have longer tails and pointier noses). 
So the obvious people to discuss their care with were WRSC’s own very experienced “ratties” – Faye and 
Wayne Fisher who have for many years raised their own very special show rats. I therefore turned up at 
their front door saying “help!” A long discussion followed on what they were, how small they were, how to 
care for them, how they were different from their domestic rats, etc. 

Faye advised that these little babies were very different to their domestic rats in many ways: 

 they were much smaller  
 had a second eyelid 
 had lower set ears and shorter tails 
 their colour was light brown with black tips  
 and the fur grew down over the front of the feet 
 the padding on the feet were far more prominent. 

We discussed their care and decided to treat them similarly to very small possums and Faye and Wayne 
agreed to take them into care. 
They were placed into a pouch, put on heat and were fed Divetelact 60:1 on a 2 hourly regime, taking 
between 0.1 and 0.2ml each feed with toileting after feeding. Fed with a tiny teat on the end of a 1ml 
syringe! This continued for 2 weeks and they quickly grew and developed. 
Between 27 February and 4 March five babies had died despite Faye’s 24/7 intensive care. The 
remaining 6 (3 males and 3 females) were now 22 days old. Faye had had many discussions with 
friends within their rat groups, other carers, and undertook a lot of research during this period. She 
had been advised that the babies only required milk feeds during the day as Mum would 
have left  them in the nest and gone out foraging alone as they are nocturnal animals, therefore 
the feeding regime was reduced to 7am- 12am though still 2-hourly. 
6 March - 24 days old they were weighing between 11 to 12g so were reduced to 3 hourly feeds taking up 
to 0.8m each. 
11 March - 29 days old they were exhibiting their wild side. Biting 
had become more frequent when handling. Their climbing and 
running ability was progressing and they were handled in an 
enclosed area in case of escapees. They were transferred into a large 
plastic box suitably adapted for air circulation, and their pouch was 
put into a small possum/bird nest box inside. Feeds were reduced by 
another hour and they progressed from 0.8 to 1.5mls each. As they 
were steadily putting on weight milk was presented in a bowl but 
they would not drink this, so Faye reverted to feeding them with a 
syringe minus the teat which they readily accepted. 
16 March - 34 days old weights were between 20 to 25g, climbing abilities were outstanding. They were 
now drinking milk from bowls – 80mls were left overnight and there never was any left. Faye had also 
introduced domestic rat mix (Forragers feast for rabbits and guinea pigs), wild bird mix, native grubs, 
broccoli, kale, dry wheat biscuits. Cooked chicken bones were added for protein for a short time during 
the rapid growing stage. 
They were now getting too big and active for the plastic box and were self-feeding so Wayne had to 
quickly build an escape and weather proof large cage covered in aviary wire. This was then placed into an 
outside aviary so they would become independent and acclimatised. The cage was filled with native 
vegetation and gum leaf mulch with subsequent worms, crickets, bush critters, slaters, wood bugs, etc. 



 

0418 427 214  Illawarra, Southern Highlands and South Coast  Eurobodalla and Sapphire Coasts  0417 238 921 

Rescue  REHABILITATE  Release (Continued) 
22 March - 40 days old and weighting 32-35g they were then transferred in their little nest box to the 
outside cage. They were very active, had had very limited contact with the carers and from observations 
made during the nocturnal feedings had become excellent climbers. The cute little baby ears unfolded 
during this week and became the huge adult bush rat crinkled ears that look like ‘radar dishes’. As they 
were ‘wild’ they were not able to be caught, weighed or photographed again until the release day. 
Aged 47 days with varying weights between 37g to 50g they were released on the 29 March, of course 
back very close to where they were found. 
Faye has commented that they were the sweetest little baby rats and very easy to care for despite being 
“bitey” and “very wild” towards the end. They did not imprint at all. Faye would be more than happy to 
take care of bush rat babies again though there are a few things she would do slightly differently. Faye 
had a wonderful hands on experience and learnt a lot so if anybody has any questions regarding bush 
rats or their care, please do not hesitate to contact WRSC for Faye’s number. 

Well done Faye and Wayne. 

Contributed by Jenny Packwood & Faye Fisher  Submitted to the WRSC Newsletter by Jenny Packwood 

All Photos © WRSC Wendy McFarlane 

A website you may be interested in 
http://www.theage.com.au/multimedia/triage/ 

A website you may be interested in 
http://www.theage.com.au/multimedia/triage/ 

With so many creatures under threat of extinction, and with so little money to fund conservation 
efforts, some say it is time to pick who will survive.  

 Extract: 
‘Australia’s animal extinction rate is among the worst in the world; we are now losing one mammal every 
20 to 30 years and one bird a decade. More than 1800 species and ecological communities are listed as 
threatened nationally. Against this decline is a patchwork of funding: some state, some federal, some from 
the private sector. None of it adds up to the estimated $100 million a year required to stop threatened 
Australian plants and animals from vanishing. Yet it has been estimated that up to three times as many 
threatened species could be preserved if funding was allocated using what some argue is a more rational 
approach.’  
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Koalas being killed by wild dogs at alarming rate in 
Brisbane's north: study 

By Peter McCutcheon  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-18/koalas-more-vulnerable-to-wild-dog-attacks-than-thought/6330014 

Updated Wed 18 Mar 2015, 9:13pm 

A new study has revealed koalas may be far more vulnerable to wild dog attacks than previously thought. The 
largest and most comprehensive koala tracking program ever undertaken has discovered a disturbing number 
of koalas were killed by wild dogs in bushland on Brisbane's northern fringe. 

"We had no idea that wild dogs had such a significant impact on the koala population," said veterinarian Dr John Hanger. 

More than 400 koalas were fitted with electronic collars and tracked over two years. Around 130 were later found dead – mostly 
due to injuries from wild dogs. The finding might explain why koala populations were so low in some areas that otherwise 
provided good habitat. 

"We know that they're facing the threats of habitat loss and cars and disease, but now to know that dogs are taking so many of 
the animals that are there as well, it's quite concerning," says koala ecologist Dr Sean FitzGibbon from the University of 
Queensland. 

The research is funded by the Queensland and Federal governments as part of the Moreton Bay Rail link project — a 14-
kilometre rail extension through remnant bushland in Brisbane's northern suburbs. Dr Hanger, who heads the research team, said 
the aim was to make the bushland surrounding the rail line an even safer place for the threatened marsupial. 

"What are the things that we can do, even if they've got 
nothing to do with the rail construction or the operation of the 
rail line ... to make life better for those koalas?" 

As a result of the research, the local Moreton Bay council has 
put resources into dog control and removed more than 20 wild 
dogs from the koala bushland. 

The researchers are also trialling a vaccine for chlamydia, a 
disease that can affect koala fertility. 

The Moreton Bay Koala Rescue Service would prefer no 
development through the area but welcomed the effort the rail 
project had made to help the threatened species. 

"I think the project goes beyond and above what they should 
do - they really, really do the right thing," said the service's 
spokeswoman Annika Lehmann. 

We're down to about 2,000 koalas in that 
koala coast area - that's about a 68 percent 
decline from the late 90's, so that's a huge 
decline. 

Dr Sean FtizGibbon from the University of Queensland 

NOT ALL DEVELOPMENTS SET THE BAR SO HIGH 

There was an angry demonstration outside the Redland City Council chamber east of Brisbane last December over plans to clear 
koala habitat for a new housing project. Judy Rose and Adelia Berridge organised a petition of than 30,000 signatures to save 
koala trees on an old vegetable farm in Ormiston. But the trees all came down on the Monday after the Queensland election. 

Ms Berridge said the council thought it was unreasonable to ask the developer or expect the developer to surrender 2,000 square 
metres. "Why? Why is it unreasonable?" she asked. 

Unlike the Moreton rail project, there was no dedicated scientific program to help koalas affected by the clearing of the Ormiston 
bush corridor. There was only a requirement to plant koala habitat trees elsewhere as an offset. 

"The legal advice told us there were no grounds to protect those trees," Redland City Mayor Karen Williams said. The 
development is in an area that is often called the "koala coast", although it is struggling to live up to its name. "We're down to 
about 2,000 koalas in that koala coast area - that's about a 68 per cent decline from the late '90s, so that's a huge decline," Dr 
FitzGibbon said. 

Mayor Williams said the region had to walk a fine line to "get the balance between job growth and maintaining your natural 
environment". But koala researchers were increasingly worried the balance was not right. 

Although Dr Hanger is working on a development he believes is saving the lives of koalas, he admits there is a limit to how far 
he can go. "I always worry when I hear that word balance, because we taketh away and we don't give back," he said. "At the end 
of the day we are still putting a major piece of infrastructure through remnant koala habitat and at some point that way of 
thinking has to end." 

© WRSC Robyn 
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Derek Speilman, who is a lecturer in Veterinary Pathology at Sydney University, was the presenter for the 
combined WRSC & NARG -Wildlife for Carers Course held at The Sportsmen’s Club in Worrigee on the 
28.3.14 & a further day on 29.3.15 where our local vets had the opportunity to attend. The day was jam 
packed with information and questions were encouraged right from the beginning. The carers who 
attended certainly made the most of this and questions flew freely right up until the end of the day. 

Derek is an engaging professional presenter and came 
equipped with many slideshows and photos to 
illustrate the conditions of which he was teaching 
about. He was able to inject just the right balance of 
the science behind a disease with the day to day 
means by which wildlife carers can be expected to treat 
the animal. Humour was never too far away and Derek 
was very approachable and charismatic. During his 
talks Derek was able to provide examples of how and 
where he was involved in researching or working with a 
myriad of animals and diseases and he has had 
experience working in several countries other than 
Australia. He is a vet, a  teacher and a research 
scientist  but remains very humble and openly 
encourages the Wildlife Carers themselves to provide 
him with examples of animals that they have worked 
with and he was quick in saying  “I have never seen 
that or I did not know that, will you share the 
information or photos with me?” 

Thank you to Debbie Colbert for her hard work in 
organising this workshop as it has proven to have been 
an invaluable experience for those who attended. 

WRSC & NARG ~ Wildlife for Carers 

WRSC Debbie Colbert and  Derek Speilman 

Review and photos  
Jane Mills 

WRSC Reptile & Amphibian Co-ordinator 

Heard you were sick Woody 
…..just 

follow 

these 

simple 

steps 

1. Sleep

2. Eat

3. (Refer back to # 1)

4. Take lots of medicine

5. (Refer back to # 3)

6. (Repeat # 1- 5)

7. Get Better
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How healthy is the Great Barrier Reef ? 
Updated 4 Sep 2014, 2:24pm  

An extract from: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-09-03/how-healthy-is-the-great-barrier-reef-fact-file/5649810 

The health and sustainability of the Great Barrier Reef has 
been the subject of much debate, with UNESCO 
considering listing the world heritage site as in danger. 

There are concerns over new industrial and mining 
developments, dredging, fishing, climate change and 
pollution. 

Managed by the Queensland and federal governments, the 
reef is one of Australia's best-loved natural attractions, 
and a significant tourism drawcard.  

HABITAT AND SPECIES HEALTH 

The federal government's strategic assessment, carried out 
by the marine park authority, looked more broadly at the 
health of the reef.  

It examined the condition and trends of all species living 
and migrating through the reef and their habitats, and 
areas further inland that are associated with the reef's 
condition. 

The assessment "identified overwhelming evidence that a 
range of threats are continuing to affect inshore habitats 
along the developed coast, and the species that use these 
habitats".  

The 34 habitats ranged from very good to very poor 
condition and most were considered stable. Some were 
deteriorating, and none were improving. 

The strategic assessment listed 17 species including 
corals, seagrasses, sharks and rays, sea snakes, turtles, 
dolphins and dugongs. 

Only crocodile and whale populations were found to be 
improving. They were among the few examples of 
populations recovering from past impacts, such as 
humpback whales that had been affected by commercial 
whaling. All other species were either stable or in decline. 

Order your new Entertainment™ Books and 
Entertainment™ Digital Memberships from the Wildlife 
Rescue South Coast Inc link today, and 20% of your 
Membership contributes towards our fundraising! 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/28010r3 

Order either Membership type before 30 April 2015, and 
you'll receive over $150  worth of Early Bird Offers which 
you can use straight away!  
For only $55, Entertainment™ Memberships are packed 
with hundreds of up to 50% off and 2-for-1 offers for the 
best local restaurants, cafés, attractions, hotel 
accommodation, travel, and much more!  

Available as a traditional Entertainment™ Book -or- 
Digital Membership on your smartphone, your 
Membership gives you over $20,000 worth of valuable 
offers valid through to 1 June 2016!  

Chocolates
Ever body's favourites!

Cadbur  chocolates are  being sold to raise

necessar  f nds for our wildlife in care. 
Please contact Fiona if you can sell a box or t o:

0400 493 815 (leave a message if unanswered)

or  fionakel@big ond.com 

The FSC team are also selling Cadbur  chocolates –

please contact Marie 6454 6257 (wy an@activ8.net.au)

or Kathy 6493 5639 / 0407 173 305 for more details.
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Threats 

Habitat loss Habitat loss has occurred as a result of large-scale clearing of both 
coastal and upland habitats for sugar, grazing and urban development (Duncan et 
al. 1999). 
Tick paralysis Since at least 1990, Spectacled Flying-foxes on the Atherton 
Tablelands have suffered from paralysis caused by the Australian Paralysis Tick 
(Ixodes holocyclus) (Brice 1998).  
Disturbance of camps Disturbance of maternity camps during the breeding 
season is thought to result in the death of dependent juveniles. Camps at 
Admiralty Island, Barron River, Edmonton, Banana Island and Paronella Park 
appear to have been abandoned altogether as a result of shooting (Garnett et al. 
1999). 
Competition Competition from the Black Flying-fox (P. alecto) for nectar, 
particularly in woodland trees, may by occurring in the southern part of the range 
of the Spectacled Flying-fox.  
Environmental stress Heat-related deaths in Australian Flying-foxes have been 
documented repeatedly since European settlement. For example, a heatwave in 
2004, where the ambient temperature exceeded 45 °C, resulted in the death of 
5000–7000 Grey-headed Flying-foxes, most of which were less than four months 
of age (94.3%) (Eby et al. 2004). 
Smoke from bushfires seems to disorient flying-foxes causing them to fly 
aimlessly around their camp. Many flying-foxes are killed when a bushfire goes 
through their camp site, but it is not known if deaths occur from smoke inhalation 
or directly from the heat of the fire (Hall & Richards 2000). 
High mortality may also occur when weather conditions are wet, windy and cold 
at the end of winter. During this period there is a lack of natural food and the 
available nectar is greatly diluted by rain and flying-foxes seem to be too weak to 
fly to areas where more food is available (Hall & Richards 2000). 
Cyclones Cyclones occur most years within the range of the Spectacled Flying-
fox and can strip fruit from trees over substantial areas. Cyclones can be 
particularly devastating for island populations because such a large percentage of 
available habitat can be affected (Pierson et al. 1996).  
Man-made obstacles Electrocution on powerlines, collisions with barbed wire, 
and traffic deaths are all recorded causes of mortality. When a bat is electrocuted 
on a power line, it short-circuits electricity wires but usually does not disturb 
supply so the electrical authority has no record of the bats death. As a higher 
proportion of flying-foxes become resident in urban areas, the significance of 
deaths from this cause is increasing (Garnett et al. 1999). 
Human activities There has been conflict between flying-foxes and fruit growers 
since European settlement in Australia (Tidemann et al. 1997). In the past, the two 
most common methods of controlling Spectacled Flying-foxes at fruit orchards 
have been shooting and electrocution (McHold & Spencer 1998). 
Inappropriate netting practices Thin, loose nylon (monofilament) netting can 
cause a flying-fox to become entangled. Once entangled, flying-foxes become 
stressed and can break bones and tear wing membranes as they attempt to get free. 
The monofilament line can cut into the animal causing deep wounds and possibly 
stopping circulation. These injuries can lead to shock and death, particularly if the 
individual is trapped in the net for a long period of time. Entangled flying-foxes 
may be mothers nursing young that are waiting at a nursery roost. These young 
will starve if the parent cannot return to the roost within a day (Queensland EPA 
2005). 
Cleft palate syndrome Cleft palate syndrome involves a large midline defect that 
extends to the throat, missing or rudimentary thumb and toe claws, general low 
muscle tone and a whiskery face. The young present their mothers with difficulties 
in feeding as well as hanging on. Most are abandoned shortly after birth and still 
have the cord attached and sometimes also the placenta (TBRRI 2006). 
h p://www.environment.gov.au/cgi‐bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=185 

Photos sourced from CSIRO Science Image 

Spectacled Flying - fox: 
Vulnerable or Endangered? 
Contributed by Joy Weatherall & Gerry Hawkins 

Counts of Spectacled Flying-fox conducted 
between 1998 and 2000 indicated the Spectacled 
Flying-fox population declined from 153,000 in 
1998 to about 80,000 in 1999 and 2000.  

Modelling identified that the species was likely 
to be extinct in less than 100 years due to the 
high levels of death associated with human 
interactions. This made them eligible for listing 
as vulnerable under national environmental law 
in 2002. 

In 2005 the official count by CSIRO was 
274,000. 

The ‘Westcott, D.A., McKeown, A. (2014) 
Spectacled flying-fox monitoring in the Wet 
Tropics Region’ Report  to the National 
Environmental Research Program, Reef and 
Rainforest Research Centre Limited, Cairns 
(13pp.) shows that there are now probably well 
less than 100,000 Spectacle Flying - foxes 
remaining.  

The Report by Drs: Westcott & McKeown 
shows the population has declined in just 10 
years by between 82,000 and 140,000.  

The report also clearly shows a 6% decline per 
annum. That is complete extinction in 10 years. 

The report can be downloaded as a PDF from the 
National Environmental Research Program 
website: 

http://www.nerptropical.edu.au/publication/project-
34-final-report-spectacled-flying-fox-monitoring-
wet-tropics-region 

http://www.nerptropical.edu.au/publication/project-34-final-report-spectacled-flying-fox-monitoring-wet-tropics-region
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Wombats and the Lake Wallace Dam Project 

Cooma-Monaro Shire Council has acquired land for the new Lake Wallace Dam near 
Nimmitabel and work is expected to start in early 2015 (April), funded by the NSW Government.  

The main purpose of the dam is to provide water to Nimmitabel, a town that has struggled for water 
supply in the past couple of decades. The dam will be built on a tributary of the Maclaughlin 
River.......and of course.......the new lake is to be built in a high density Bare-Nosed Wombat population. 

An environmental study has been completed and again (Glenbog State Forest logging), there is no 
mention of preventing cruelty of burying wombats alive. Ray and I have visited the site, took some GPS 
locations, marked and  photographed some burrows.  

Excavations, construction of the dam wall, etc (over burrows) will be an obvious unacceptable act of 
animal cruelty. 

We have suggested to have the burrows covered with mesh with a cut out hinged “flap”, where the “flap” 
is larger than the cut out, allowing the wombats to exit but not return before burrows are back filled.  

 It is vital the mesh is pegged down to keep it in place.  
 Leaving the mesh in place long enough until ALL residents (including joeys) have had a chance to 

escape and until the time of back filling, making sure nothing enters again. 
 Taking care to not have cut/sharp edges that could sustain injuries to the animals.  
 Placing sand at the entrances will help determine occupied burrows. 
 Infra red motion sensor cameras could also be set up to aid in the monitoring. 
These measures would allow the residents wombats (and any other native animals occupying the 
burrows) to escape a cruel death. As one wombat occupies more than one burrow within his/her territory 
it would give them a chance to move to safer ground away from the construction site.  

We have been in touch with the NSW Environment Protection Authority and Suzie Lamb, Regional 
Biodiversity Conservation Officer & Spokeswomen’s Representative, South East Region – Planning Unit, 
Regional Operations Group, Office of Environment and Heritage. 

Marie Wynan 
WRSC FSC Wombat Co-ordinator 

March 2015 © WRSC Ray & Marie Wynan 

“WHO’S LIVING ON MY LAND?” Citizen Science Project (Milton / Ulladulla) 
Illawarra to Shoalhaven GER Region The “Who’s Living on my land?” project is run by the National Parks 
Association of NSW (NPA NSW), a not-for-profit and non-government conservation organisation and a lead partner 
of the Great Eastern Ranges initiative. The project is supported by a grant from the Foundation for National Parks 
and Wildlife, through funding from the NSW Environmental Trust. One of the main objectives of our project is to 
engage landholders to use infrared motion detection cameras to document the presence/absence of native and pest 
animal species on their land. A non-toxic lure (made up of peanut butter, rolled oats with a small amount of honey 
and fish sauce) is used to attract the animal species to the camera site. The lure is encased in a plastic PVC pipe 
cap and secured to the ground with tent pegs. 

So how does this all work? To start, just get in touch with NPA NSW or attend a training workshop to express your 
interest to participate. Following this, we will provide you with an infrared camera, the first set of batteries, the 
necessary materials to set up the lure station (e.g. lure, tent pegs, PVC pipe cap) along with instructions and data 
sheets to start your survey today. You will then set up the camera and leave it operating continuously for a period of 
14 days. Upon completion, the camera is mailed back to us where all the images will be thoroughly checked and 
identified. Finally, you will receive feedback and results of your survey efforts giving you a first-hand insight of what is 
living on your land! 

Workshop 
With: Margot Law, Project Officer, National Parks Association of NSW 
When: Friday 15th of May, 10.00 am – 12.00 pm  
Where: Ulladulla Civic Centre, Princes Highway, Ulladulla NSW 
RSVP: Please RSVP by Tuesday May 12th to Megan Rowlatt 02 4229 7526 or 
email communitysupport@conservationvolunteers.com.au There are limited places on this workshop and limited 
available cameras so please RSVP ASAP to avoid disappointment. 
Cost: Involvement in the program and workshop is free. Morning tea included.  
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Great Barrier Reef: Government releases  
Reef 2050 Long-Term Sustainability Plan 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-21/government-to-release-great-barrier-reef-sustainability-report/6337238 

By environment and science reporter Jake Sturmer 

Sunday 22 Mar 2015, 12:27am  

The Federal and Queensland Governments have together released the final version of the long-term plan for the Great 
Barrier Reef. The Reef 2050 Long-Term Sustainability Plan satisfies one of the key recommendations made by the United 
Nation's World Heritage Committee and forms a key plank in the Governments' bid to avoid the site being declared "in 
danger" by UNESCO. 

The report warns climate change is the biggest long-term threat facing the reef, while the immediate pressures include water 
quality, which has declined due to nutrient and sediment runoff from agricultural production. Previously, a draft version of the 
report was criticised by some scientists as being a plan for sustainable development rather than protecting and conserving the 
reef. 

The Queensland Government also sought urgent changes to the draft, to include its $100 million election commitment to 
improve water quality. Queensland Environment Minister Steven Miles said the new plan would help protect and save the reef. 
Mr Miles said significant changes had been made and he hoped the United Nations World Heritage Committee would not go 
ahead with upgrading the reef's status to "in danger". " 

The key commitments include the limitation on the dumping of dredge spoil from port expansions, a limitation on the number of 
large ports on the coastline, but also a longer term plan about addressing water quality running into the reef," he said.  

The updated version also contains the Federal and State 
Government's plans to ban dredge-dumping in the World 
Heritage Area. However, the report does not stipulate 
any set caps on the amount of maintenance dredging that 
can be carried out. 

"Protecting the Reef requires long-tern planning and 
commitment," the report said. "Actions under the Reef 
2050 plan will ensure the Great Barrier Reef continues 
to be among the world's best managed and protected 
World Heritage areas." 

The plan was released by Prime Minister Tony Abbott at 
an event on Hamilton Island in far north Queensland on 
Saturday. "Australia is telling the international agencies 
that we are utterly committed as an entire nation to the 
protection of the Great Barrier Reef which is one of the 
natural wonders of the world," he said. 

The World Heritage Committee will decide in June 
whether to place the Great Barrier Reef on the "in 
danger" list. 

Our reputation is built on more than 100 years of local heritage and we have a rich legacy of 
iconic brands favoured by nearly every household right around Australia and New Zealand 
including Cadbury, Vegemite, The Natural Confectionery Co., Oreo and Philadelphia to name 
just a few. 

We’re more than a bar on the shelf or a jar in the pantry. We’re a joy-filled childhood 
memory, like watching your child make a mess of their first Vegemite sandwich or keeping 
alive the Kiwi tradition of rewarding them with a Chocolate Fish for a job well done. 

While our company name may be new, we carry forward the same values of our legacy 
organisations (Kraft Foods and Cadbury) and what we do and why we do it remains the same. 

http://www.mondelezinternational.com.au/ 

Cartoscope Maps 
Pick up a free copy at Visitor Centres 

For more information contact Cartoscope:  
PO Box 1900, Hornsby Westfield NSW 1635 

P: + 61 2 9987 4533  F: + 61 2 9987 4133 

E: info@maps.com.au  www.maps.com.au 

Thank you for your recent support 
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Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. 
Far South Coast meeting   
Sunday 19 April at 10:30.am 

The meeting will be followed by a  
“Social Lunch”. 

Please bring a plate to share. 
 

Venue:  Old Bega Hospital Cottage 
301 Princes Highway, Bega 
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MEMBERS' LIBRARY 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast has a growing library of books available for our financial members.  

Some of  the titles include: 

 Care & handling of  Australian native animals: emergency care and captive management 

 Care of  Australian reptiles in captivity 

 Care of  Australian wildlife 

 Caring for Australian Native Birds 

 Caring for Australian Wildlife 

 Caring for Possums 

 Fauna of  Australia 
These books can be borrowed by contacting the librarian John Meany (j.meany8@bigpond.com). Books may be 
borrowed for up to one month at a time. 

A friendly reminder to members involved in rescuing and caring for fauna:  
 It is imperative that the relevant species co-ordinator is contacted ASAP following all rescues. 
 Do not take an animal to the vet without first discussing it with the species co-ordinator (or a committee 

member) 
 Many animals can be assessed and treated without taking up the vet’s valuable time. An example of this is 

taking a bird with a broken wing as it is usually a waste of their time, the bird co-ordinators and other 
experienced carers can initially assess this kind of injury.  

 Due to overuse of some vets they are now declining to take wildlife cases. We need to remember their core 
business is domestic animals and they see our wildlife as a favour to us.  

 Where the coordinator has deemed a vet assessment necessary use the animals ID/care number as 
identification. This helps with tracking the animal and identifying which animals match the charges when 
reviewing the vet accounts. 

 As we now have records on our database for all animals in care, if it is not on the Wildman database, vet 
costs cannot be approved for payment by the committee. 

 Occasionally it will be an emergency however even in those events the coordinator can usually clear the 
need for a vet visit and provide the ID number immediately. 
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WRSC Trista releasing a Grey - headed Flying fox © WRSC Gavin Swan 

Rescue  Rehabilitate  RELEASE  

Position: Assistant Treasurer(s) 
Background: 
 The role of Treasurer is an important role, and it is 

important that more than one person understands 
how our finances are managed. Over the years, our 
financial reporting requirements have become more 
complex.  

 The introduction of various online banking facilities 
has made many things a lot easier, but has introduced 
some new challenges.  

 None of these are particularly complex, but simply 
need to be understood by another person(s) beside the 
Treasurer. 

Skills: 
 An aptitude for numbers is essential 
 Familiarity with the following is desirable, but not 

essential: 
 Various computer software tools e.g. Excel, Word, 

MYOB, Outlook, PayPal 
 banking procedures, including online banking 
 reconciliation of various items i.e. bank statements, 

payments due for education courses, fund raising 
projects etc. 

 following up on accounts due e.g. calendar 
sponsorship. 

 Cash flow management and budgeting 
 Production of financial reports 
 Fund raising and funding applications. 

Position/s Vacant 

If you feel that you can assist in any way, then please contact Treasurer Joy Weatherall by  
email: payments@wildlife-rescue.org.au or phone 0417 677 917.  

Previous experience would be a bonus, but Joy will be happy to train any volunteer(s) who are willing to  
‘give it a go’. 

Remember that we were all beginners once and have accumulated knowledge over a period of time. 

April 22, 2015 
Earth Day’s 45th anniversary could be the most exciting 
year in environmental history. The year in which economic 
growth and sustainability join hands. It’s our turn to lead. So 
our world leaders can follow by example. 

http://www.earthday.org/2015 
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