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Please Help Us Help Wildlife  
You can help us to keep up our wildlife rescue efforts  

Visit http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 
 
 

 

WRSC receives no government funding to assist with our operational expenses.  
We rely on your donations and generous support. 
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PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541 
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The Killers—Glass and Light 
Glass spells danger for birds. When windows are clean and clear, birds often see only what is on the other side, 
which may include greenery and sky. As a result, unsuspecting birds sometimes fly straight into the glass at full 
speed. Also, they may see decorative plants inside glass lobbies or homes and try to land on them. 

Coated reflective glass can also be a problem. Under certain conditions, birds may see, not the glass, but a reflection 
of the surrounding area or sky and, here again, come to grief. Birds have even been killed by glass at visitors’ centers 
and on observation towers at bird sanctuaries and wildlife refuges! Ornithologist and biology professor Dr. Daniel 
Klem, Jr., believes that more birds are killed by flying into windows than by any other cause related to human 
activity, except perhaps habitat destruction. 

Some birds are especially vulnerable to crashes. Most migratory songbirds, for example, fly toward their destination 
at night and navigate, at least in part, by the stars. As a result, they may become confused by bright lights on tall 
buildings. Indeed, some birds have become so disoriented that they have flown around aimlessly until they dropped 
from exhaustion. Another danger occurs during nights of rain or high cloud cover. On such occasions, birds tend to 
fly at lower altitudes, which increases their risk of crashing into tall buildings. 

Scientists have finally designed a glass that birds won’t crash into 
Gabriella Munoz  
Thursday, 15 May 2014  

Millions of feathered animals die after flying straight into buildings every year, but scientists are coming up with 
ingenious ways to prevent collisions.  

Although some city birds have gotten used to shiny, tall buildings and have learned their way around them, things get 
pretty confusing for certain species during migration season, as skyscrapers covered in glass block their routes, 
causing deadly crashes and injuries. It’s estimated that every year 365 to 988 million birds die after smashing into a 
building. 

In Australia, for example, in any given year, about 30 swift 
parrots smash into glass. The number may not be huge, but if 
we considered that there are less than 2,000 of these birds left in 
the wild, losing 1.5 to 2 percent of the breeding population as a 
result of collision is a real ecological tragedy. 

Scientists at Fordham University are now working on bird-
friendly glasses that feature vertical stripes. The stripes, the 
New York Times reports, work as a kind of avian stop sign, 
helping millions of birds avoid potentially deadly crashes. 

Private companies have also come up with potential solutions. 

Arnold Glas, for example, created Ornilux, a transparent, UV-
reflecting coating that makes glass visible to birds. Others, 
according to the New York Times, have used dot patterns and 
stripes to make glass bird-friendly. 

In the meantime here are a few things that can be done to make buildings bird-friendly. This is what Awake! 
recommends: 

For birds to avoid flying into glass, they need to see it and recognise it as a solid object. To that end, some 
homeowners have sacrificed their view somewhat by attaching decals, stickers, or other readily visible 
matter to the outside of windows subject to bird strikes. According to Klem, the important thing is, not the 
drawings or the stickers themselves, but the spacing. His research suggests that visual cues should be no 
more than two inches [5 cm] apart horizontally and four inches [10 cm] vertically. 

What can be done to help night-flying migratory birds? “Nocturnal collision with buildings . . . is largely 
preventable with the flick of a switch,” says ecological research consultant Lesley J. Evans Ogden. In some 
cities, decorative lights on skyscrapers are now being dimmed or turned off at a set hour of the night, 
especially during bird-migration season. In other instances, netting has been placed on windows of tall 
buildings so that birds do not mistake reflections for sky. 

Such measures may reduce the death toll by as much as 80 percent, saving millions of birds annually.  

http://www.sciencealert.com.au/features/20141505-25519.html#.U3WSiZO1pcs.email 

Image: Dave Montreuil/Shutterstock 
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Check out all courses on offer at http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/training-dates.html 

FLYING FOXES & MICROBATS 
Presented by  

Gerry Hawkins 
Saturday 23 & Sunday 24 August  

Shoalhaven Bat Clinic,  
Albatross Rd, Nowra 
Registration:  8.30am 
Concludes:  4.00pm 

Morning and afternoon tea provided 
BYO lunch 

Gerry Hawkins (Flying Foxes & Microbats Co-ordinator) 
0414 931452 

Email: batsgalore@shoalhaven.net.au  

2 day Advanced Avian Course - Chris Lloyd  
Greenwell Point Community Hall 

Greenwell Point Road 

27 & 28 September  
Registration: 8.30am  Concludes: 4.00pm 
Morning and afternoon tea provided — BYO lunch 

Course includes Necropsy, feather imping etc so bird carer experience is preferable 

Course Cost - $50.00 per person 
(Manuals and cost tba)  

Payable in advance by  Direct Debit to Wildlife Rescue South Coast   
BSB: 641 800 Account: 045 108 382 Reference:  Surname & AdvBirds 

Confirm payment before 22 September by emailing receipt to 
Jenny Packwood WRSC Education Co-ordinator  Mobile: 0418 497 345 Email: packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Feeling Blue?  
Kindly reproduced with permission 
17 July 2014 http://www.zoo.org.au/news/feeling-blue 

When Keeper Amie spotted this wild Bowerbird in Healesville Sanctuary’s grounds, she 
immediately knew something was wrong. She quickly caught it up and took it to the veterinary 
team at the Australian Wildlife Health Centre. 

What vets found was alarming: the bird had a 
blue milk bottle ring tightly wedged around its neck, caught 
through its beak. Our wildlife vets carefully cut the ring off the 
bird and immediately released it back into the wild. 

Male Bowerbirds are uniquely houseproud, collecting blue items 
to take back to their bowers to impress the female. The bower is a 
courtship arena decorated with bright blue coloured objects; in 
urban areas blue clothes pegs, drinking straws and bottle tops are 
among the favourite stolen items. Away from human habitation, 
the Bowerbird will often collect bright blue parrot feathers, 
flowers and brown snail shells.  

This Bowerbird was likely to be a juvenile male yet to attain his striking black plumage, but clearly already 
trying to impress the ladies! 

This cautionary tale of this very lucky Bowerbird is a reminder for people to always 
cut the rings off milk bottles, juice bottles, peanut butter and Vegemite jars before 
putting them in the rubbish so it no longer poses a threat to wildlife.  

CAPTIVE MANAGEMENT OF  
WILD BIRDS & RAPTORS 

Chris Lloyd 

Bemboka Community Hall 
Saturday16 & Sunday17 August  

Registration: 8.30am 
Concludes: 4.00pm 

Morning and afternoon tea provided 
BYO lunch 

Bookings and enquiries: 
Marie Wynan: 6454 6257  Email: wynan@activ8.net.au  

Jenny Packwood WRSC Education Co-ordinator  
Mobile: 0418 497 345  

Email: packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 
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Birds North 
(Wollongong, Southern Highlands, 
Kiama, Nowra) 
Judy Bailey ....................... 4423 2295 

0407 946 173 
judith.bailey4@bigpond.com 

Birds South 
(Bay and Basin, Sussex, Batemans 
Bay, Moruya, Southern Tablelands) 
Jenny Packwood .......... 0418 497 345 

packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Flying Foxes and Microbats 

Gerry Hawkins ............ 0414 931 452 
batsgalore@shoalhaven.net.au  

Macropods 

Kim Goodsell ................... 4422 4453 
0488 996 604 

kimgoodsell.kg@gmail.com 

Possums and Gliders 

Debbie Colbert ................. 4441 5948 
0403 305 948 

colbertd@westnet.com.au 

Raptors  

Jenny Packwood ........... 0418 497 345 

packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Reptiles, Snakes, & Amphibians 

Jane Mills ......................... 4421 7883 
0407 297 264 

janemills@shoalhaven.net.au 

Small Mammals and Echidnas 

Rhonda Parker .................. 4448 3414 
billrhon1@bigpond.com 

Threatened Species 

Jenny Packwood ........... 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Wombats 

Shirley Lack ..................... 4443 4877 
0438 434 877 

babywombats@bigpond.com 

SPECIES CO-ORDINATORS  

Non-Committee Positions: 
All positions will become vacant at the end of September and members are invited to apply in 
writing in the first instance to the Secretary prior to 1 September. The new committee will 
then select the successful candidates from these applications at their first meeting in 
September and handovers will be arranged by 1 October.  

Great ideas are great ideas 
No matter what your age is 
We want your great ideas 

for our publicity & fundraising campaigns 

 

 
Join us and get involved in our future 

committee@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast General Meetings start at 7pm 
Library Annex, 10 Berry Street, Nowra 

Refreshments provided 

  4 September Committee Meeting 
10 September General Meeting 
  2 October  Committee Meeting 
  8 October General Meeting 
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Possums	in	our	backyards	
Possums are the only marsupials that have been able to thrive in an urban environment. Today two are 
still typically encountered – the Common Brushtail Possum and the Common Ringtail Possum. It is the 
tree living habit and adaptability of these two possums that has made this transition possible. 

Habitat Requirements: Possums have most of their food, water and shelter requirements met by their 
arboreal territories. Both species are principally leaf-eaters in the wild, although urban gardens have 
allowed them to significantly expand their dietary range to include many fruits, vegetables and 
ornamental shrubs.  
Threats: Habitat clearance and fragmentation is the greatest threat facing these and many other native 
species. Within highly modified environments such as the suburbs, other threats include lack of natural 
hollows or “dens”, reduction in movement corridors, introduced predators (dogs, cats and foxes), motor 
vehicles and electrical transformers atop telegraph poles. A number of these situations can bring residents 
into conflict with possums, particularly Brushtails.  

Responsible pet ownership can also help significantly. Ensuring dogs and cats are confined over night (in 
secure runs or inside) is safer for possums as well as the pets. This will also reduce the level of noise 
associated with any nocturnal visitors. 

Artificial Feeding: The availability of food has been one of the principal reasons for possum densities 
becoming alarmingly high in certain locations. This tends to happen in city parks and gardens where the 
animals are artificially fed or have access to the organic waste we discard. 
Increasing Brushtail numbers greatly exacerbates the conflict between the possums themselves, pets and 
their human neighbours. Therefore to avoid unnaturally high numbers of possums, supplemental feeding 
– be it direct or indirect – needs to be limited or eliminated altogether.  

Plant Selection: Leaves make up the principal component of the local possums’ diet. This is typically 
augmented with flowers, fruits (and in the case of Brushtails, other sources referred to above). Planting 
native species preferred by possums is likely to assist by providing a more balanced diet, reducing the 
impact on other garden plants and increasing their movement corridors. 
Eucalypt- species form the backbone of the Australian bush. It is essential they are retained wherever 
possible in a suburban setting. Local native plants provide important sources of food and shelter for 
native animals. This is especially true in winter when many introduced species are dormant and when 
other food may be scarce. 

Wildlife Hollows: Brushtail possums are obligate hollow users – so the protection of a ‘den’ by day is 
essential. Natural hollows in eucalypts can take hundreds of years to develop and historically a possum 
would have utilised 4-6 hollows across its territory. Unfortunately resources such as hollows are in short 
supply across suburbia. 
Because of this Brushtails will continue to be considered a ‘nuisance’ by invading roofs or sheds, until 
they move on from the region or their ‘hollow’ needs are met. By supplementing naturally occurring 
hollows with wildlife boxes, providing native food plants and retaining vegetation corridors you are 
sustainably supporting these extraordinary suburban neighbours. 
The smaller Ringtail Possum typically makes its own leaf- nest, or drey, in dense vegetation. This species 
may also shelter in hollows or roofs, but generally less frequently than Brushtails. The installation of a 
wildlife nest box, while unlikely to increase the possum population in your area will reduce the likelihood 
of one taking up residence in a building especially your roof! 
We recommend you visit our website http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/possum-box.html for the 3 page 
(materials needed, design and baffle) instructions to build a Brushtail, Ringtail or Sugar glider nest box. 	
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R E S C U E D  
Portraits of Australian wildlife in the care of  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast 
Photographer Warren Wilson 

The Milk Factory Gallery and Exhibition Space 
33 Station Street (rear) Bowral NSW 2576  

10 am—5pm every day  

August 2 - 31, 2014 
www.milkfactorygallery.com 

www.imageupphotography.com 

Part of Warren Wilson and the Milk Factory Gallery's exhibition's proceeds will be donated to Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc  

M arkets are held at Bowral Public School on 
the 2nd Saturday of each month 8am to 

1pm.  
These colourful community markets are well 
supported by the locals. Visit the Wildlife Rescue 
South Coast stall whilst there….. 

http://www.bowralpsmarket.com/ 
Cold snap in Ballarat Victoria Friday 1 August 2014 
Taken at Federation University by Chrissie Panozzo  

W i l d l i f e  R e s c u e  S o u t h  C o a s t  I n c .   
( f u n d  r a i s i n g  a u t h o r i t y  n u m b e r  C F N 1 6 6 8 1 )   

‘ R E S C U E D ’  R A F F L E  
Tickets are 3 for $5 or 7 for $10 

Win these terrific prizes: 

1st Unframed Print of any of the Limited Edition images on display at the ‘Rescued’ exhibition. Value $510 
http://www.imageupphotography.com/ 

2nd ‘Woodbine Park Eco Cabins’ (Merimbula) voucher for 3 nights accommodation for up to 6 people. A 2 
bedroom cabin – 1 x Queen + 1 room with 4 single beds. Woodbine Park is located inside the Bournda 
National Park. Value $500 (approx.) http://www.woodbinepark.com.au/ 

3rd A set of selected classical CDs/DVDs from Fish Fine Music. Value $400 
http://www.fishfinemusic.com.au/ 

4th A carton of Southern Highlands Wines premium dozen to the value $360 
http://www.shw.com.au/ 

5th A $200 voucher from The Milk Factory Gallery - Gallery Shop. http://www.milkfactorygallery.com.au/ 

Tickets can be purchased by direct credit to: 

WRSC BSB: 641800 Account: 045108382 Reference: “RAFAUG + Name”  
Send payment receipt via email to payments@wildlife-rescue.org.au so we can send your lucky raffle ticket numbers 

The Rescued Raffle will be drawn on the final day and closure of the exhibition 
All Winners not present at the exhibition will be notified by phone or email within 2 days of the draw. 

Prizes cannot be transferred or redeemed for cash 
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Kindly reproduced with permission from SEQ Catchments an extract from their ‘G4 Wildlife friendly fencing and netting’ Land for Wildlife notes  
http://www.lfwseq.org.au/notes-library 

U nfortunately, although fencing is an integral part of land management, it can have a 
negative impact on wildlife.  Fences can restrict the movement of native wildlife and 
can disrupt the feeding, migration, breeding and social patterns of wild animals, as well 
as cause deaths.  

Fencing material 

Barbed wire fencing is very popular, with an estimated 10 million kilometres in existence throughout Australia. Barbed wire fences are 
generally preferred over plain wire as large stock are capable of simply pushing through plain wire. However, it is estimated that tens 
to hundreds of thousands of wildlife die every year due to entanglement on barbed wire. More than 70 Australian species of wildlife  
have been identified as occasional or regular victims of barbed wire fences. Most entanglements occur on the top one or two strands 
of a barbed wire fence. 

Sadly, most animals that become entangled die. Nocturnal animals, such as bats, gliders and owls are especially at risk. Barbed wire is 
now recognised as a threat in the recovery of a number of species including the Yellow-Bellied Glider, Mahogany Glider, Spectacled 
Flying-Fox and Grey-Headed Flying-Fox. 

Any barbed wire presents a risk of entanglement; however, higher risks exist where fences are: 

1. Newly constructed: 

 On ridgelines. 

 Crossing or surrounding waterways and dams. 

 Near feed trees. 

 Higher than surrounding vegetation. 
2. When weather conditions are windy 
3. When visibility is poor  

(such as night time, especially if there is no moon) 
4.  For very old and very young animals 

There are alternatives to barbed wire fencing and modifications that can be made to existing fences to help reduce the likelihood of 
wildlife entanglement whilst not restricting the movement of wildlife. Such fences are referred to as ‘wildlife friendly’. Given the vast 
diversity in the size, shape and movements of wildlife, fences need to be designed to suit local wildlife species and conditions. A fence 
that assists the movement of one species may not be appropriate for others. 

Minimising the risk to wildlife 

There are a number of ways you can reduce the risk of wildlife becoming entangled on your barbed wire fence. These include 
removal, modification with alternative materials, making the fence more visible and easier to cross, planting vegetation, and modifying 
it to include suitable gaps between strands. 

Removal. If you do not run stock, you may not require fences. Instead, consider using vegetation to make your property more 
private. A combination of native trees, shrubs and ground covers can screen your property while providing habitat values and 
allowing wildlife movement. 

Modification. If you require a wire fence, replace the top strand of barbed wire with plain or borderline (white plastic coated) wire. 
This will significantly reduce the risk of entanglement. Where barbed wire is needed to contain stock, you can cover the top strand 
with polypipe in high risk areas. This is especially beneficial in wildlife rich areas, such as ridgelines, around dams, along waterways 
and near wildlife feed trees or roosting sites. Electric fencing can be an effective alternative for stock containment but requires more 
regular maintenance.  

Improve visibility. Many animals have difficulty seeing wire fences. You can improve visibility by stringing electric fence tape above 
the top strand of barbed wire. Alternatively, you can attach reflective materials such as metal tags or used CDs along the top wire. 

Planting vegetation. You can assist the movement of wildlife that live in trees (such as Koalas and possums) by planting native trees 
and shrubs along both sides of fence lines. This allows wildlife quick access and cover when moving from the vegetation on one side 
to the other. Poles can act in a similar way. You can place a pole on an angle against the inside of a fence to allow for a quick escape 
route. A pole placed between two trees on either side of a fence creates a natural bridge for wildlife. Keep in mind that if you do have 
barbed wire fencing, do not plant wildlife-attracting trees or shrubs nearby. This will help avoid entanglement by birds and flying foxes 
that seek out nectar and/or fruit. 

Fence spacing. Fences can be modified to allow enough space underneath the lowest fence strand, which will assist the movement 
of ground-living wildlife such as kangaroos, wallabies and bettongs. A 50 cm gap between the ground and lowest fence strand is 
recommended. 

The Wildlife Friendly Fencing project aims to raise awareness of the impact of barbed wire and netting on Australian wildlife and 
develop national guidelines for good practice. For more information visit the project website www.wildlifefriendlyfencing.com  
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Dick Smith Foods are donating $1 Million to charity this 
year!! Please help Wildlife Rescue South Coast be one of 
them by voting for us as your favourite charity. Simply send 
a photo of a Dick Smith Food product/s from your pantry to 
charity@dicksmithfoods.com.au and nominate Wildlife 
Rescue South Coast Inc. as your charity. Points are 
counted for each Dick Smith product in the photo and 
bonus points can be obtained by sending a photo of 
yourself holding up a product to a group of up to ten people.  
For full details see  
http://www.dicksmithfoods.com.au/charity-breakthrough 

 

http://www.habitatsteppingstones.org.au/ 
https://www.facebook.com/habitatsteppingstones/likes 

Web & facebook sites that may interest... 

Habitat Stepping Stones 
Community & Government 
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http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/wildlife/2014/06/best-australian-wildlife-apps-of-2014?emv_mid=1110006&emv_rid=892501665 

Best Australian wildlife apps of 2014 
BY Matthew Ingles | June 16, 2014 

It's easier than ever to become a wildlife 
expert, or help researchers study our 
animals and plants 
WITH THE WORLD at your fingertips (or in your pocket) it is 
simple to become a wildlife expert. These apps are the best out 
there to help you identify Australian wildlife. 

Depending on your needs you may benefit from a general or a 
more specific guide depending on your location (local, state or 
national) or group of animals (harmful creatures, birds, 
mammals or frogs). Either way, there's an app that will suit 
your identification needs. All can be downloaded from 
iTunes and Google Play 

Gaia Guide 
The Gaia Guide is an online field guide that anyone can contribute to, with thousands of species described, including many high-
quality identification photos. To use this app, you first need to register with the Gaia Guide website, select the guides you want 
to download and then download them to your mobile. You can search the species lists from the guides you downloaded, make 
identifications, and add photos, locations, times and other details about your sightings, which are then automatically uploaded to 
the Gaia Guide website for everyone to see. However there are costs for additional downloads though there are usually less than 
FREE* (with in app purchases, $2) 

OzAtlas 
Funded by the Australian Government, The Atlas of Living Australia is a national initiative run by 17 organisations, to bring 
together rich information about Australia's plants, animals, fungi and microorganisms. This app allows you to retrieve lists of 
species recorded in an areas, and view details of the species such as distribution, scientific name, common name and images. It 
also allows users to submit species occurrence records with an image to the Atlas of Living Australia and view the latest images 
added to the Atlas. FREE 

DangerOZ 
This app is specific to all the animals in Australia that can do you harm, with the 'near me' feature detecting what may be around 
you. It lists, and even ranks according to danger, 40 different dangerous species including snakes, sharks, spiders, crocodiles, 
insects and even some birds. FREE 

Frogs Field Guide 
The Frogs Field Guide is a great way to explore the unique frog fauna of Australia. This field guide allows you to browse 
comprehensive information about frogs including their calls and photographs. Use your current location to tell you what frogs 
would be nearby and keep a record of what you have seen with the 'Frog Log'. FREE 

Australian Mammals 
A field guide to Australian mammals, use the app to record your own sightings, which can be uploaded to the web, along with 
photos of the species. This guide includes more than 200 species, while 163 have been omitted due to the lack of images. As a 
field guide this one is still in its infancy so make use of any updates available. FREE 

Australian Birds Guide 
Data on Australian bird species are updated regularly, and users are encouraged to contribute to the quality of the 
app in terms of photos or species information. Photos and descriptions of bird species are found in the guide and 
the ability to record sightings of birds and their locations to keep track of what you see. Some birds are missing 
due to the lack of an available photos for the species, but will be included once a photo becomes available. FREE 

WildlifeID Australia 
Use the simple interface to easily find animals. Every search field is optional and should give the result you are looking for near 
the top of the results. If what you are looking for isn't there you can 'search similar' and the search will be reconfigured to find 
animals that are most like the details you entered. However, there are no species distribution maps. This is more of an 
identification guide rather than an encyclopaedia on each species, but would be very helpful for beginners. PAID ($3.79) 

Field Guide to Victorian Fauna 
This app provides detailed descriptions of Victorian animals, maps of their distribution, and endangered species status, combined 
with breathtaking images and sounds. It features information on over 950 species including birds, fish, reptiles, insects and 
mammals in the terrestrial, marine and freshwater environments. This app is constantly updated with more species and 
descriptions are redefined over time. However, it is designed for newer devices and may crash on opening on some older models. 
FREE 

Field Guide to New South Wales Fauna 
Developed by the Australian Museum, this app allows the user to explore and identify thousands of different NSW species of 
birds, mammals, fish, amphibians, reptiles and more. For each species there is a detailed species description including pictures, 
conservation status and maps of their recorded observations. FREE 
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Field Guide to Northern Territory Fauna 
This app combines detailed descriptions with stunning images and sounds that can be used in urban, rural or coastal 
environments. With nearly 600 species from terrestrial, marine and freshwater systems, this is just a fraction of the diversity the 
Northern Territory offers, but with continued updates available more species will be added to the guide. FREE 

Field Guide to Australian Capital Territory Fauna 
Each species profile has a detailed description, photographs, a distribution map and the endangered status of the animals. With 
more than 400 species this app will help you to identify anything in your backyard to your favourite national park. Continually 
updated to include new species. FREE 

Field Guide to Western Australia Fauna 
Holding more than 250 different species records marine, freshwater and terrestrial habitats. For each species there is a detailed 
description, distribution maps, endangered species status and life images from their natural habitat. FREE 

Field Guide to Queensland Fauna 
With more than 560 species including birds, lizards, mammals, turtles and more. This app is a must-have for any budding 
naturalist in Queensland. With species descriptions, distribution maps, species status and images, you can learn all about your 
favourite Queensland animals. FREE 

Field Guide to South Australian Fauna 
Learn about the biodiversity of South Australia, with descriptions of many mammals, reptiles, birds, insects 
and marine life. Though still missing many species, it is constantly updated with new species regularly. FREE 

Field Guide to Tasmanian Fauna 
Featuring over 700 Tasmanian species, from those in rock pools, to the creatures of the bush. For every species 
is a detailed description and amazing photographs, with some species sounds for your reference. FREE 

Police Called To Break Up Weird Mating Ritual  
Details 

Published: 05 August 2014  

http://www.2st.com.au/news/shoalhaven-news/79522-police-called-to-break-up-weird-mating-ritual 

A full scale alert for police at North Nowra this morning 

turned into a fizzer, after a check revealed it was only 

restless ' natives '.  

A call came in from a resident in Illaroo Road about 3AM to 

say someone was trying to break in to his back shed.  

As police were preparing to descend on the would be 

bandit,  a second call came in calling off the cavalry.  

The home owner had done some further checks......the 

noise was coming from two amorous wombats.  

They were crashing into the side of the shed during their 

early morning mating ritual.  

© WRSC Janine Davies 

"Introductory Fluid Management in Wildlife - A Guide for Wildlife Carers" 

By Tania Duratovic (Edited by Dr Howard Ralph) 

A much needed carer’s manual which covers physiology, fluid gains & losses, 
how to assess for dehydration, estimating fluid loss, fluid replacement therapy 
(route of administration, needle size etc), type of fluids, timing of fluids, volume 
of fluids, how to administer subcutaneous injection, a bit about intravenous in 
case one has to help a veterinarian, fluid therapy for shock & burns and quite 
a few exercises on fluid calculations (ie, how to determine how much to give, 
drip rates etc). 

Order this 56 page spiral bound  manual with colour photos throughout  for 
$27 ( includes handling & postage) direct from Tania 
tania@treeofcompassion.org.au 
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Steve Parish: 50 Years Photographing Australia  
Steve Parish  

Colour photographs  
304 pages 
Publisher: Steve Parish Publishing 
 
Publisher’s Description:  
2010 marked the 50th year of award-winning wildlife 
photographer and Order of Australia recipient Steve Parish 
photographing Australia. He started his remarkable career 
photographing marine life in Australia's coastal waters. In the 
years since, he has spent much of his life travelling Australia, 
capturing the land, its wildlife and its people in spectacular 
images.  

As one of Australia's most well-known and loved ambassadors for 
nature, Steve is, for the first time, sharing his incredible story in 
Steve Parish: 50 Years Photographing Australia.  

At more than 300 spectacular full-colour pages, this elegant large-
format coffee table book celebrates half a century of travelling 
Australia and capturing the continent's magnificent animals and 
wild places on film or digital cameras. Featuring personal 
anecdotes and commentary on the changing face of Australia, it 
will delight nature lovers and photography enthusiasts and makes 
the perfect gift. 

http://www.pascalpress.com.au/steve-parish-australiana-picture-book-steve-parish-50-years-photographing-australia/ 

This brand new local production for The LifeStyle Channel follows country vets 
and long-time best mates Dr. James Carroll and Dr. Anthony Bennett as they 
work with animals big and small. The series highlights their tight-knit 
community and the real-life dramas, triumphs and emergencies at the heart of 
their rural veterinary practice. Filmed across the picturesque Shoalhaven region 
of NSW’s South Coast, Village Vets Australia is about the bonds between people 
and their pets, farmers and their animals and the friendship of two great mates. 

Thursday nights at 8.30pm. 

Making an appearance on ‘Village Vets’ whilst visiting Berry Vets were WRSC Lyn Obern and a wombat with a chest infection  
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Boomerangs at Seven Mile 
Beach 
Experience some Aboriginal culture on beautiful Seven Mile 
Beach. Discover the sights and sounds of Seven Mile Beach 
National Park on a fun cultural outing. Enjoy hands-on 
demonstrations of Koori tools and weapons from Aboriginal 
Discovery rangers. Learn about the importance of the beach and 
its cultural connections to the local salt water people. 

http://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/Whats-On/nsw-discovery-program  

When:  Available on request.  
Presented by:  Discovery 
Grading: Easy.  Suitable for all ages. 
Price:  Adult $10 per person. Children $5 per person.  
 Family $25 for two adults and three children. 
Wheelchair access:  Difficult.  
Bookings:  Bookings required. Phone (02) 4423 2170.  

Forests alive at night 
After dark is when the Australian bush really starts to come to 
life. Join the Discovery rangers for this popular and unique 
guided opportunity to explore forest life at night and experience 
nocturnal creatures in the wild at Depot Beach campground in 
Murramarang National Park.  

When:  Available on request subject to minimum group size 
Presented by:  Discovery 
Grading:  Medium. Suitable for all ages.  
Price:  $10 per person. A park use fee of $7 per vehicle applies.  
Wheelchair access:  Not wheelchair-accessible. 
Bookings:  Bookings required. Phone 02 4423 2170.  

Icebergs at Pebbly Beach? 
Hunt for fossils on this fascinating prehistoric adventure. 
Imagine icebergs drifting along the Pebbly Beach coastline as 
you're taken on this exciting adventure, discovering fossils 
that are hundreds of millions of years old and formed on the 
sea floor of an almost frozen prehistoric ocean. 

When:  Available on request subject to minimum group size 
Presented by:  Discovery 
Grading:  Medium. Suitable for 8 years and over. 
Price:  Adult $10 per person. Children $5 per person.  
 Family $25 for two adults and two children. 
Wheelchair access:  Not wheelchair-accessible. 
Bookings:  Bookings required. Phone (02) 4423 2170.  
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Protect the native animals of Glenbog State Forest 
Petition published by Linda Dennis on Jul 07, 2014 

Target: Environmental Protection Agency and Forestry Corporation of  NSW 
Region: Australia 
Web site: theglengogblog.wordpress.com 

For photos and further information on this logging activity, visit www.theglengogblog.wordpress.com or for regular updates ‘Like’ the 
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/TheGlenbogBlog. 

Petition: 

Logging in the northern side of  Glenbog State Forest at the Jumping Creek Fire Trail, an area of  highly concentrated bare-nosed 
wombat activity, has begun. With widespread damage already evident, if  logging continues in this region it will certainly result in 
significant displacement of  native wildlife, as well as likely injury and death. 

We are pleading that this area be left unlogged so that wombats are not displaced or injured. Other fauna are also at risk by this 
logging activity, including the koala and the Alpine tree frog - both are threatened species recognised under Federal and State 
environment laws. 

If  logging continues in this region it will result in displacement of  native wildlife - and even injury or death. 

We, the undersigned, are calling for a halt in all logging activity in the Glenbog State Forest until the issue of  the threat to wildlife is 
fully considered, appropriate plans in place, and areas of  high wombat populations are removed from the planned logging area. 

http://www.gopetition.com/petitions/protect-the-native-animals-of-glenbog-state-forest.html 

Unfortunately we are still missing an active burrow within 
this same Dump Point...... we need to continue the search 
and can’t confirm that it has been bulldozed yet….. 
Photos courtesy of WRSC Marie Wynan 

An update from Glenbog: 
13 July: Less than 5 meters from where the contractors were 
sitting and having lunch was a well marked burrow. It was totally 
blocked by debris, soil, branches and logs. 
Photos are of Ray Wynan digging it out. 

27 July - The unthinkable happened: A newly made road ( below left photo) above an existing well marked GPS recorded burrow 
number 390! The soil was too hardly packed by the heavy machinery and we were unable to dig out the entrance.  

Boulders, large rocks and dirt were pushed by a bulldozer, unfortunately the entrance of burrow number 361 was underneath (photo 
below right). We were also unable to access its entrance. 

The Sydney Morning Herald 
Kirsty Needham Published: August 10, 2014 - 12:00AM 

Wombats buried alive by logging company 
‘Forestry Corporation of NSW has buried wombats alive in their burrows, causing slow deaths, despite a deal with wildlife 
groups to protect the animals during logging………’ 
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/animals/wombats-buried-alive-by-logging-company-20140809-10251m.html 
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W ingecarribee Schools Environment Day first commenced in October 2006 and has since grown  to  become  one  of  the  Southern  Highlands  most  highly  anticipated  and 

successful annual events. 
Every year  approximately  500  students  from many of  the  local public  and private primary  schools  arrive  at  the 

beautiful  Lake  Alexandra  Reserve  in Mittagong,  to  learn  and  take  part  in  environmentally  focused  interactive 

activities.  The  Wingecarribee  Schools  Environment  Day  provides  a  positive  way  of  instilling  important 

environmental messages  in  the minds  of  the  students.  It  is  an  effective way  of  enhancing  student  respect  and 

understanding of sustainable living and appreciation of the planet and its limited resources.  

Schools Environment Day also provides an opportunity  for schools  to network with other agencies. Agencies  that 

have  attended  this  event  and  run  activities  have  included  the  Hawkesbury  Nepean  Catchment  Management 

Authority,  Wingecarribee  Landcare  and  Bushcare  Network,  NSW  Rural  Fire  Service,  Sydney  Catchment 

Management Authority, Office of Environment and Heritage  (NPWS) and  the Southern Highlands Bird Watchers 

Group. 

This year’s Schools Environment Day  will be held on Tuesday 14 October. Please contact ʹWoodyʹ if you can be part 

of the Wildlife Rescue South Coast’s team on our display stand.  

http://aaee2014.com.au/ 

Want to gain some experience in koala husbandry?  
A 2.8kg Koala Joey was rescued on Friday 1st August 2014. He was weak and thin. We 
took him straight to Dr Howard Ralph and the little koala was hypoglycaemic, he also 
has a low body score. His dehydration has been resolved and he is now drinking milk. 
As I mentioned at the koala course, I am interested in giving people the opportunity 
to do some practical learning at my wildlife sanctuary. The koala is currently in high 
care but by September (all going well) he should be significantly improved. If you 
would like to do this practical learning could you email me. It would involve an 
afternoon and overnight stay at no cost, just bring your food and drink etc. Koalas 
are most active between 10pm and 2am, it is during this time that significant feeding 
takes place and you will be able to see how good you have done on collecting the 
correct species of gum leaves etc. 
I intend to organise this into groups of 4 people and I will mix the wildlife groups 
involved so that people can also network and get to know other wildlife carers. 
James Fitzgerald Two Thumbs Wildlife Trust  
Phone 0448 066 304 Email james@twothumbs.org.au Website www.twothumbs.org.au  

Shoalhaven Heads Spring Fair  

Sunday 21 September 2014 

10am to 2pm  
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Stage 10 highway approval threatens unique and vital koala population 
Extracts from a post by IFAW: Josey Sharrad Fri, 07/25/2014  

http://www.ifaw.org/australia/news/stage?ms=AONDG140720020&cid=701F0000000RUQO 

In a shocking move by the New South Wales government, the highly contentious Woolgoolga to Ballina Highway Upgrade 
project was approved last week. 

There has been major public outcry over this development and IFAW’s partners, Friends of the Koala and others have been 
working on a decade-long campaign to have the route reconsidered, as it will cut through the home of the area’s nationally 
significant koala population. 

The highway, known as Stage 10, will bisect key habitat for these koalas, jeopardising the conservation and management 
needs of this koala colony. 

The area is also home to over 30 other threatened and endangered species. Dr Stephen Phillips, author of the koala habitat study, 
views the measures proposed for the highway, such as wildlife crossings, to be not sufficient to protect this koala population. 
IFAW has been supporting local groups in a campaign to prevent the highway from cutting through this nationally-significant 
koala population and has proposed alternative, more direct routes that would not impact koalas.  

We are calling on the Federal Environment Minister, Greg Hunt, to intervene. We also call on the newly appointed Threatened 
Species Commissioner Gregory Andrews to look into this issue as a matter of urgency. 

We have mobilised the support of over 30,000 people who have signed a petition asking for a koala friendly highway. Act 
now for the Ballina koalas and send a message to Minister Hunt, urging him not to grant Federal approval for the Stage 
10 highway upgrade. 

http://www.ifaw.org/australia/get-involved/protect-ballinas-koalas-extinction?ms=AONDG140720060&cid=701F0000000RUQT 

The Stage 10 highway development and the  local koala population featured on the ABC 7.30 NSW (Friday 25 July 

2014), and the video can be viewed at:  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-07-25/highway-upgrade-threatens-northern-nsw-koala-colony/5625448 

Bow and arrow attacks on wildlife on the rise, prompting call to outlaw 
compound bows 
The video of the news report can be viewed at:  
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-07-29/native-animals-being-hunted-with-bow-and-arrows/5632024 

By the National Reporting Team's Lorna Knowles 

Updated at Tue 29 Jul 2014, 8:41pm 

Wildlife carers say there are an increasing number of bow and arrow attacks on native 
animals, prompting calls for the weapons to be prohibited. But bow hunters say their 
sport is being tarnished by the actions of a few reckless amateurs. 

Wildlife rescue organisation WIRES says it is seeing an increase in the number of 
native animals being shot with arrows, with devastating consequences. "The animal is 
lame, sometimes the animal has been shot in the head, or in the body, hasn't been 
killed, there's usually infection at the entry site and maybe damage to internal organs," 
WIRES general manager Leanne Taylor told the ABC. "They're often 
dehydrated, they've been exposed to extremes of either heat or cold because they're not 
as mobile, they may be underweight because they haven't been able to access food. "It 
can be anything from days to weeks with an animal in that state, and they suffer 
prolonged pain." 

NSW Greens MP David Shoebridge wants to see the modern compound bow listed as a prohibited weapon, like the crossbow. A 
compound bow uses wheels and cables to reduce the draw weight of the bow, making it easier to hold while aiming. "Compound 
bows are extremely lethal weapons. They're designed to kill, and in NSW there is literally nothing regulating their sale, nothing 
regulating their use," Mr Shoebridge said. 

Compound bows are freely available to buy online and at markets. The ABC found high-quality compound bows for sale at 
Paddy's Markets in Sydney's Chinatown, priced between $400 and $900. "They are weapons of death which the law simply 
doesn't touch," Mr Shoebridge said. "You don't need a licence to buy them, there's no age limit on when you can buy them, and 
there are few, if any, laws restricting their use either in suburban Sydney or in parks or in open spaces." 

Mr Shoebridge said arrows typically used for hunting are broad-head arrows designed to cause maximum injury, with barbs to 
lodge the arrow in flesh. "When you combine those lethal arrows with a modern compound bow you have a genuine killing 
instrument," he said. 

© WRSC Belinda Gales 
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‘The greatest 
threat to our 

planet is the belief 
that someone else 

will save it’ 

Robert Swan 

Raymond Potts Nowra Hill 
Lyndia King Cobargo 
Kim Houssenloge Bega 
Lewis Dillon Bega 

Jessica Wilkinson Tura Beach 
Anamaree Correia Burrill Lake 
Sam Joukador Albion Park 
Cathy Joukador Albion Park 

Number of current Members:  278  Number of Authorised Carers:  136 

To new members: 

The Australasian Bird Fair 
The Armory at Sydney Olympic Park 25 – 26 October 2014 

Something For Everyone! 
The Australasian Bird Fair will offer a broad range of organised birding 
activities throughout the event precincts. These will all be accessible by foot, 
bicycle or by hopping on the free shuttle bus. 
Local experts will be at each of the locations to point out birds of interest, including 
migratory shorebirds (depending on the tides), waterbirds and birds of the parklands.. 
A bulletin board will be maintained near the front gate of the Australasian Bird Fair 
to provide updates on bird sightings at various locations during the day. 

Announcing the Nikon Australia Australasian Bird Fair Photographic Competition!  
Bird Fair sponsors, Nikon Australia, are offering an exciting range of their fantastic camera and binocular 
ranges as prizes in what is sure to be a hotly contested photographic competition. Find out more on our 
news page …..http://www.birdfair.com.au/nikon-australia-australasian-bird-fair-photographic-competition/ 

 Thank you……….. 
  Gerry Hawkins (2013/2014 Vice President) for your dedication and commitment to WRSC  
  To the retiring Committee members for your hard work throughout 2013/2014  
  & welcome to the new 2014/2015 Office Bearers and committee members  
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MACROPOLOGY  
It was a freezing cold start to the day with –1°c showing on the car’s 
temperature gauge as most people arrived at the Kangaroo Valley Hall 
for the Macropology course with Lorraine Toohey and Kay Delaney. The 
presenters and audience showed patience as technical difficulty was 
encountered with a temperamental laptop resulting in no visuals to 
accompany Lorraine’s verbal presentation till after morning tea.  

We were then shown a video on checking the pouch of a dead 
kangaroo for a joey. Lorraine and Kay also talked about stress in 
macropods and the tell tale signs, poo-ology, pouches and stands, milk 
and teats, the importance of keeping records especially if a macropod in 
your care is sick and helpful release tips ie check the week’s weather 
forecast and don’t release in the heat of the day so the macropod in 
question has time to find a water source.   

Lorraine now needs help with the practical demonstration of rehydration 
being a sufferer of arthritis and Kay showed her hands on experience 
plus was a patient teacher to those willing to pick up a needle. Together 
Lorraine and Kay gave an interesting and informative presentation to an 
appreciative audience.  

Below: Lorraine (L), Debbie Colbert and Kay (R) . All photos © WRSC Robyn 

Kangaroo Valley 3 August 2014 
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SWOOP! 
Swooping birds may be a frightening or even a dangerous experience. Native birds can 
swoop in urban and rural areas, in parks and gardens, along bike tracks and in school 
yards, or anywhere that birds are nesting.  

10 tips to help protect yourself from swooping birds 
1.  Know your local swooping hotspots 

Keep informed about parks, schoolyards and bike trails in your local area by reading your local newspapers. 

2.  Avoid the area 
The best way to protect yourself from a swooping bird, is to avoid venturing into their territory. 

3.  Move quickly 
If you must pass through the area – move quickly – do not run. 

4.  Cover your head 
Wear a hat or carry a  stick or umbrella above your head. Cyclists  should wear a helmet, dismount and walk 

through the area. 

5.  Eyes at the back of your head 
Birds may be less likely to swoop if they think you are watching them. Draw a pair of ‘eyes’ or kids can print the 

pair of eyes below and attach to the back of their hats and helmets. Cable ties through the slots of a bike helmet 

are another good means to deter swooping birds ~ the movement of the cable ties should keep birds away. 

6.  Do not harass wildlife 
Don’t interfere with or throw stones at birds. This gives them added reason to see humans as a threat and may 

increase swooping behaviour.  

7.  Do not destroy nests 
This may prompt birds to rebuild their nests, prolonging the swooping behaviour. 

8.  Don’t feed swooping birds. 

9.  Travel in a group 
If possible, try to travel in a group in areas where there are swooping birds. 

10.  Notify others 
Put up warning signs for others who may not be aware that there are swooping birds in the area, or ask your  

council to do so. 
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