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Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc  
PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541 

NPWS Licence No: MWL000100253  |  ABN 49 616 307 526   
 E: info@wildlife-rescue.org.au  |  W: www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 

0418 427 214 Wollongong to Batemans Bay | 0417 238 921 Mogo to Victorian Border 

If you see injured wildlife please ring us  
or your local wildlife rescue group.  
If you see dead wildlife please stop  

and check for joeys. 

Please Help Us Help Wildlife.  

Miss Millie, a Yellow-Bellied Glider © WRSC Gavin Swan 
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© WRSC Gavin Swan 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc  
General Meetings are held 

every 2nd Wednesday of  the month starting at 7pm 
in the Nowra Library Annex,  

10 Berry Street, Nowra 
Refreshments provided 

Won’t you join us? 

Want to submit a rescue, rehab or 
release story, photographs, a quote, 
or share a website, Facebook page, 

book, piece of trivia or tip?  
Email: newsletter@wildlife-rescue.org.au  

or snail mail  
Wildlife Rescue South Coast Newsletter  

PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541 
 

Do you have a local magazine or 
newsletter that WRSC can 

contribute to?  
Email: newsletter@wildlife-rescue.org.au  

WRSC had articles 
recently in May, June and 
July ‘About….. Our Bay & 

Basin’ Magazine 
http://aboutbayandbasin.org/about_1.html 

May  featured  ‘Native  Bush  Rat  Babies’  by 
Jenny Packwood and Faye Fisher. Photos by 

Wendy McFarlane 

June had ‘Reunions’ story and photos by Erin 
and Lindsay Francis 

July featured ‘The Echidna’ and what you can 
do if you find a puggle. Photo by Gavin Swan 
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A ll Non‐Committee Positions will become vacant at the end of September and members are invited to apply in writing  in the first instance to the 

Secretary prior to 1 September 2015 (post or email info@wildlife‐rescue.org.au). 

You may  discuss  the  requirements  of  these  positions with  the  Treasurer  or 

Assistant Secretary or  the present  incumbent.  The new  incoming  committee 

will then select the successful candidates from these applications at their first 

meeting in September and handovers then arranged by 1 October 2015. 

To the outgoing  

2014/2015 COMMITTEE 

President 
Jo Evans 

 
Vice President 

Dusty Jones 
 

Treasurer 
Joy Weatherall 

 
Secretary  

Lindsay Francis 
 

General Committee  

Debbie Colbert  
Kim Goodsell 
Nikki Hunter 

Jenny Packwood 
Richard Woodman (Woody) 

Asset Officer 

Assistant Secretary 

Assistant Treasurer   

Calendar Coordinator  

Database Administrator  

Education Coordinator  

Events Coordinator 

Equipment & Purchasing Advice 

Facebook Administrator & Assistant  

Firearm Safety Officer & Assistant 

Food Stockists (3 areas) 

Grants Officer  

Librarian  

Membership Officer  

Newsletter Editor & Assistant 

NWC Reps x 2 (Primary & Alternate)  

 

Public Officer 

Publicity Officer  

Standards and Procedures Officer 

Statistics Officer  

Telephone Coordinator (Central & FSC) 

Web Administrator & Assistant 

SPECIES COORDINATORS 

Central Area 

Birds North of Nowra  

Birds South (2 Falls Ck – Batemans Bay) 

Flying Foxes & Microbats  

Macropods 

Possums & Gliders  

Raptors  

Reptiles & Amphibians  

Small Mammals & Echidnas 

Threatened Species  

Wombats  
Far South Coast 

Birds  
Macropods  

Possums 

Wombats 

Southern Highlands 

Birds  

Macropods 

Possums 

Wombats 

Regional Co‐ordinators 

Far South Coast 

Southern Highlands 

Photography 
Competition 

Australia's oceans are some of the richest and 
most diverse on our blue planet.  

Our northern oceans are some of the last remaining healthy tropical 
seas in the world, and our southern oceans contain an incredible 
80% of marine species that occur nowhere else on Earth. 

With our oceans under threat from climate change, overfishing, 
inappropriate development and pollution, it’s more important than 
ever that we show the world how incredible – and fragile – our seas 
are. 

To celebrate our 50th anniversary, we have launched the AMCS 
Amazing Oceans Photographer of the Year competition! It’s free to 
enter, and there are some great prizes up for grabs. Entries close 
27 September. 

http://www.marineconservation.org.au/pages/our-work.html 



 

0418 427 214  Illawarra, Southern Highlands and South Coast  Eurobodalla and Sapphire Coasts  0417 238 921 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast  
Training Days 

Introduction to Rescuing Wildlife 
& Rescue Telephone  

Attendance at this course is a condition of our NPWS licence for all new members before you can be 
authorised by WRSC to rescue injured or orphaned wildlife. A comprehensive manual will be 
provided at no cost to each member attending. Existing members are also welcome to attend. 

The venue location will be provided when you register by contacting the relevant course trainer. 
Both days commence at 9am and conclude at 3.30pm. Morning and afternoon tea is provided but 
please BYO lunch. 

South Nowra 
Saturday 29 August 2015  

Course Trainer – Kim Goodsell-Muldoon  
0488 996 604 or email: kimgoodsell.kg@gmail.com  

Robertson 
Sunday 13 September 2015 

Course Trainer – Richard “Woody” Woodman 
0412 002 400 or 4885 2008 

richard.woodman7000@gmail.com 

For further information contact 
Jenny Packwood WRSC Education Co-ordinator 
0418 497 345  or email: packwoodcj1@bigpond.com  

Laurie and Margaret (Margie) Marks, together 
with daughter Tamara, first joined NANA nearly 
ten years ago, when they lived in Vincentia. They 
then moved to Kiama and for a long time were 
WRSC’s only Illawarra representatives.  

We were sorry to hear Laurie lost his battle with 
pancreas and liver cancer on 12 June. Our 
thoughts and sympathies are with Margie and 
Tamara at this time. 

Carers:  

165  

Rescuers:  

252 

Total Members:  
339 

Our thoughts are heading your way…. 
to Bemboka for Ray Alcock  

Far South Coast Regional Co-ordinator 

As we hear 
you are not 
feeling 
well. 

© WRSC Gavin Swan 

Kylie Coleman  Ulladulla 

Tai Coleman Ulladulla 

Erica Jones  Tomerong 

Kieran Jones Falls Creek 

Tessa Marks Cambewarra 

Beth Nasser Windellama 

George Morton Windellama 

Sandra Henry Bodalla 

Bronwyn Henry Bodalla 

Phylippa Henry Bodalla 

Angus Horder  Cobargo 

Em Adams Central Tilba 

Holly Armitage Bermagui 

Tracy Turner Bombala 
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DREAMTIME 

Ir_n_ Smith from th_ F[r South Co[st who h[s \__n [ 
m_m\_r sin]_ 2006. Ir_n_ h[s \__n [ fun^ r[is_r [n^ ][r_r 
ov_r th_ y_[rs, r_gul[rly [tt_n^ing lo][l m[rk_ts to r[is_ 
[w[r_n_ss [n^ r[is_ mu]h n__^_^ fun^s. Ir_n_ h[sn’t \__n 
f__ling w_ll r_]_ntly. 

A long time ago the frilled neck lizard had a nice clean chest but this was badly burnt which 
is why it is black today.  Back in the Dreamtime when all the animals were people, there 
was an enormous flood and the river spread as wide as the eye could see. 

The people had been stranded on a small, 
higher part of land but there was no food and 
they were frightened because the flood-waters 
were still rising.  The clans gathered together 
and had a long discussion and decided that they 
had to cross the water to find better land that 
would provide food for them.  The clever men 
instructed them to tie a smouldering fire stick 
to the chests of all animals before they 
commenced to swim so their progress could be 
seen.  The clever men tried all the animals to 
get across the water but all without success. 

All that was left was old GA NI, the frilled neck 
lizard.  GA NI was very slow and slept most of 
the time.  The clever men had to wake GA NI 
and tell him it was his turn to try and reach 
land.   

The clever men instructed old GA NI to light a fire when he reached land to let them know it 
is safe to swim across.  GA NI told the clever men to tie a long firestick to his chest, a 
firestick made of gidgee because gidgee wood smoulders very slowly while the wind 
movement keeps it alight.  The clever men laughed at old GA NI, but did as he 
requested.  GA NI began his slow swim across the water, and they could still see the 
twinkling light, although it was getting smaller. 

GA NI’s swim took all night, and when the clever men woke just before dawn, and looked out 
across the water, they saw to their surprise, a great fire blazing in the distance and knew 
that GA NI had found land.  Their lives had been saved because old GA NI had been clever 
enough to survive the water crossing and light the signal fire.  During the long swim, the 
gidgee firestick had slowly burnt away until it had badly injured GA NI’s chest.  This left a 
charred, black scar on the chest of this brave frilled-neck lizard. 

The clever men promised that whoever found land should become the most superior person 
in their tribe, and GA NI had saved their lives by showing them land with what remained of 
his firestick so all the animals swam over and joined him. 

They decided to have a corroboree in his honour and all painted up and danced around this 
tired, old fella.  GA NI was now the king of the lizards and would remain so forever.  Since 
his epic swim, he has always been treated with respect by both animals and humans.  Even 
today, frilled neck lizards are often seen standing up straight on their hind legs their heads 
held back with pride, and this displays the blackness on their chests, that was the reward 
for great bravery in the past. 

"Frilled‐lizard500"  by  Abraxis112  ‐  Own  work. 
Licensed  under  Public  Domain  via  Wikimedia 
Commons ‐  
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Frilled‐
lizard500.jpg#/media/File:Frilled‐lizard500.jpg 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Frilledlizard500.
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RIP Gwen Parry-Jones. It is with great sadness that I write to advise the founder 
of Wildlife Arc died peacefully in her sleep 2/7/15. 

In the nineteen eighties, due to the explosion of development on the Central Coast 
of NSW there was massive clearing of bush land for housing. Many native 
animals (birds, mammals and reptiles) were orphaned, injured and killed. There 
was an obvious need for a group dedicated to the care and rehabilitation of native 
animals. The Wildlife Animal Rescue & Care Society Inc. was born out of a 
public meeting on 18th April, 1987 to address the problems the local wildlife 
were experiencing.  

Thank you Gwen...you will be sorely missed. Without your vision and tenacity - 
Wildlife Arc would not be the Society it is today. 

Wildlife ARC Society Inc. 

G wen Parry-Jones (91 years) spent more than 30 years caring for injured and orphaned native animals. She was a 
dedicated environmentalist who ran for the Australian Greens in the 2003 New South Wales Legislative 

Assembly election for The Entrance.  

Gwen Parry-Jones had a lifelong connection with the Central Coast of NSW. Originally a teacher, she then ran a 
small business and later still, worked for the Child Welfare Department, dealing with children who had to appear 
before the courts. This made her very aware of the influence lack of education had on youth crime.  

In 1987 Gwen formed the Wildlife Animal Rescue & Care Society Inc. (ARC) and she was active in the rescue, care 
and release of native animals. She lectured at local schools regularly and was known as the Bat Lady. She was the co-
director of the Wambina Flying-Fox Education and Research Centre.  

In 2004 she helped to organise the Wildlife Carers Conference. In 2005 she was a member of the working party set 
up to form the NSW Wildlife Rehabilitation Council. Along with others, her work contributed to the establishment of 
the new Popran National Park and the Ourimbah Nature Reserve. In 2010 the environmentalist was awarded the 
Order of Australia Medal as part of the Queen’s Birthday honours.  

 

FLYING FOX & MICROBAT TRAINING WORKSHOP 
Trainers: Gerardine Hawkins  Mandi Griffith  Janine Davies  Lyn Amesbury  

 Steve Amesbury  Chris Carter  Laurie Carter  Trista Kyriakou  Cathy Joukador  

 This is a new course in which you will be placed into small groups and undertake training 
on different topics by various trainers 

 Vaccinated students are required to supply a copy of a current ABL titre prior to the course 
 Please indicate if accommodation is required at the time of booking 
 Please note spaces are limited and bookings close on 22 August  

Saturday 29 & Sunday 30 August 2015  
Shoalhaven Bat Clinic,  

140 Albatross Rd, Nowra Hill 
Registration:  8.30am 
Concludes:  5.00pm 

Morning and afternoon tea provided 
BYO lunch 

Course Cost : 
Payable on the day 

$40.00 for members   
$50.00 for non WRSC members 

$30 for Manual  
 

For bookings & enquiries please contact: 
Gerry Hawkins (Flying Foxes & Microbats Co-ordinator) 

0414 931 452  
batgalore2@gmail.com  
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Wildlife groups and tree removalists can work together. 
Contributed by Debbie Colbert, WRSC Possums and Gliders Co-ordinator 

Photos © WRSC Debbie Colbert  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast would like to thank A & 
D Tree Services, in particular Jim, for their 
assistance in returning Miss Millie, an orphaned 
Yellow-Bellied Glider to her home in Tomerong. A & 
D were happy to offer their services free of charge 
and willing to do whatever it took to ensure Millie’s 
safe return to the high tree tops.  

Jim with the assistance of WRSC’s infamous Gavin 
Swan, abseiled up and erected a feeding station so 
Millie could be support fed once released. The 
feeding station used a pulley system and the dish 
could be lowered to have food placed in it and then 
raised into a safe position in the tree. After the 
feeding station came the delicate job of raising Millie 
and her home into the chosen tree. Jim was a true 
professional. He quietly and efficiently pulled the 
house with Millie in it up on a rope and secured the 
nest box to the tree near the feeding station.   

We all sat at the base of the tree holding our breath. Fortunately Millie remained inside her box until the 
light had faded at which time she poked her head out for a peek then returned to the safety of the box. 
We quietly crept away. Hopefully Millie will find her family and live a long and happy life. 

Raising Millie was certainly a privilege and an experience I will never forget. Yellow-Bellied Gliders are 
currently listed by National Parks & Wildlife Services as Vulnerable predominately due to habitat loss 
from land clearing so rarely come into care. I can only hope that Millie has been given a second chance to 
reunite with her family group. 

Millie came into Wildlife Rescue South Coast care 5 January 2015 as a juvenile weighing 153gms. At her 
size and age she would normally have been left in the hollow or been clinging to her mother’s back as the 
group travelled through the tree tops searching for gum blossoms. We will never know how Millie came to 
be where she was found but fortunately a young boy noticed her clinging to the base of a tree on the 
family property in Tomerong. 

Yellow-Bellied Gliders (Petaurus australis) are found along the east coast from southern Queensland to 
Victoria and inland to the Great Dividing Range. Adults weigh between 450-700gms and range in colour 
from dark grey to brown above with cream to yellow underbelly. There is a dark stripe down their back 
which identifies the group they belong to.  

The bushy long tail is longer than their body, a 
gliding membrane runs from their wrist to their 
ankle; this membrane allows them to glide distances 
of up to 150m. Yellow-Bellied Gliders make their 
home in hollows of tall mature eucalyptus trees. 
They feed on nectar from gum blossoms, sap, 
honeydew and manna with insects and pollen 
providing protein. A Yellow-Belly uses its sharp 
teeth to extract the sap from the trunks of gum 
trees by cutting out a distinctive V shape in the 
trunk. They live in small family groups of two to six, 
are nocturnal and have a home range of between 20 
ha to 85 ha. They only have one young a year and 
their lifespan is estimated to be around 7yrs. 

While Yellow-Bellied Gliders are extremely shy, 
gentle creatures they are anything but quiet. They 
have a very distinctive call, a high pitched shriek or 
scream ending in a gurgling noise.  

Reference: 
Western Sydney Institute of TAFE, Husbandry 
manual for the Yellow-Bellied Glider, 2005, 
Richmond. 

Top: Jim raising Millie & her nest box 
Above: Millie in her nest box 
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Male bearded dragons that change sex make better 
mothers, study finds 

By Matthew Doran  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-02/male-bearded-dragons-make-better-mothers-study-finds/6587972 

Updated 2 Jul 2015, 3:44pm  

Dad lizards make better mothers - it is an odd finding, but one 
that appears to be true, according to a new study on bearded 
dragons. 

Researchers from the University of Canberra have found that 
bearded dragon lizards can change gender in the egg. 

And curiously, animals that change from male to female tend to 
make better mothers. 

The phenomenon is known as sex reversal, where an animal's 
chromosomes - and what they look and act like physically - do 
not match up. 

It means male lizards act as females, as explained in new 
findings published in the international journal Nature. 

"So your genes are telling you that you should be a male, but 
you're actually living out your life as a female," Dr Claire 
Holleley, from the University of Canberra, said. 

Researchers studied 131 adult lizards, using controlled breeding 
experiments. 

"They reproduce, and are completely functional females," Dr 
Holleley said. 

"The bearded dragons are the first species where we've actually 
been able to demonstrate this genetically. 

"This is the first time ... in a reptile, that we've actually found 
and established that sex reversal happens in the wild." 

CLIMATE CHANGE 'COULD PLAY A ROLE' 

Dr Hollely said it was believed a type of skink also experienced 
the phenomenon, and it also happened in fish. 

She said the cause for the confusion was heat. 

"When you're developing in the egg, there's a period of thermosensitivity in the middle of the incubation," Dr Holleley said. 

If you're a he-she animal - with male sex chromosomes, but reproducing as a female - 
you actually laid almost twice as many eggs as a regular female... basically, dads 

make better mums. 
Dr Claire Hollely, University of Canberra 

"If you get exposed to a hot temperature during that period of sensitivity, that's what causes sex reversal in these animals. 

"It triggers the loss of their sex chromosome - the equivalent of losing the [male] Y chromosome if you're a human. 

"What we showed was how a system can go from a predominantly genetic mode of sex determination, using sex chromosomes 
to determine whether or not you're male or female, to a system where incubation temperature, without sex chromosomes at all, 
determines sex." 

Dr Holleley said the most interesting and unexpected finding from this work was that sex-reversed females appeared to be more 
fit than regular females. 

"If you're a he-she animal - with male sex chromosomes, but reproducing as a female - you actually laid almost twice as many 
eggs as a regular female," she said. 

"Basically, dads make better mums." 

Dr Holleley said climate change could be playing a role in the process. 

"We did notice over the course of the study that the rate of sex reversal is increasing," she said. 

"Whether or not this is due to an increase in global temperatures is something we have to pin down in future research." 

Supplied: Arthur Georges  
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Candelo Markets…. 
Held on the first Sunday of every 

month in the Candelo township. The 
largest market on the Sapphire Coast 
with a field full of stalls and a strong 

focus on local produce and old wares. 

Hours: 8.30am to 12.30pm 

Visit the WRSC display stall at……. 
Bowral Markets …. 

Every 2nd Saturday of the month 
Bowral Public School 

 Bendooley Street, Bowral 
between 8am and 1pm. 

Bermagui Markets…. 
The Bermagui Hand & Homemade Market is held on the last 

Sunday of every month in Dickinson Park. 
Specialises in handmade, homemade and local produce. 

From 8.30 – 12.30pm. 

Reclaiming Habitat.....these homes I made 
from a hollow that was saved and put 
aside by a tree service company....rather 
than chip them or sell as firewood from a 
tree that was destined to come down 
regardless of what anyone thought....the 
guys had the heart and common sense to 
save the hollows…. 

A facebook page that may interest… 
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianParrotsAndBirds 

Australian Parrots and Birds 
Camera/Photos by Peter Styring 

Habitat Hollow Homes 

story & photos © WRSC Gavin Swan 

….the hollow on the left is the new home to a Pigmy possum and there 
is a third one I made which is the new home of Feathertail Gliders, 
which will  soon be put back out in the bush near where they came 
from.....I enjoy making these homes more than I do nest boxes! 

WRSC Ian Usher helping to build a wombat enclosure 
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Secret sex life of koalas revealed 
http://www.abc.net.au/science/articles/2015/07/09/4269905.htm?site=science&topic=latest 
Thursday, 9 July 2015 Bianca Nogrady 
ABC 

Call of the wild Tracking technology has finally lifted the 
lid off the secretive love life of Australia's favourite 
marsupial, the koala. 
Researchers have discovered that while males rarely interact 
with other males during the mating season, females seem to 
become a lot more sociable with each other. 
In a paper published today in PLOS ONE, the international 
team of scientists report their findings, which also suggest 
the bellowing call of the male koala works not only to 
attract females but to warn other males away.  
Despite their iconic status, relatively little is known about 
koala mating habits because of their solitary lifestyle, says 
lead author Dr William Ellis, terrestrial ecologist at the 
University of Queensland.  
Female koalas are also 'reflex ovulators', which means they 
only ovulate and become fertile in response to stimulus such 
as the male bellowings, although koalas do appear to have a 
breeding season from September to December. 

"That means if you want to monitor a number of individuals in a population, you either need a pretty big 
field team where you're constantly watching them or you need to make use of some pretty cool technology, 
which is what we did," says Ellis. 
The researchers fitted a group of 21 koalas on St Bees Island with proximity logging-GPS enabled tracking 
collars to discover where the animals travelled and which other koalas they interacted with.  
After several months of monitoring, the researchers made the surprising discovery that females interact 
with other females more commonly during the breeding season than during other times of the year. 
"Not only do they bump into one another more frequently in the breeding season, they actually spend more 
time together, so they're not just passing in their landscape," Ellis says. 
It's not yet clear exactly what the females are doing when they meet up, but Ellis says one theory is that 
they may be more likely to spend time with other females they are related to, such as their offspring. 
Another surprising discovery was that male koalas are less likely to interact with each other during the 
breeding season. 
"They were slightly longer in terms of the duration of the encounter but it wasn't as if there was a real spike 
in male-male encounters," Ellis says. 

Call of the wild 
Researchers suggest that the male koala's bellowing serves to warn other males away from their territory, 
so there's no need for close-up grappling and competition. 
Ellis says the bellows may also be a way of communicating important information to potential mates. 
"Our studies on the bellows have certainly shown us that the bellow itself contains information on size but 
also individuality; they are distinct for each particular male," he says. 
"It's possible that the females are as interested in the unique bellow as in the biggest bellow. 
"When we looked at paternity in this population [in a previous study], we found that body size only 
accounted for about a third of variation in siring success." 
Given the often isolated nature of koala groups, individuality of bellows may help female koalas avoid 
mating with close relatives, thereby maintaining the population's genetic diversity, says Ellis. 
There are many more questions to be answered about why the males and females behave this way during 
the breeding season, and Ellis hopes further study looking at the genetic identify of offspring could shed 
further light. 
"[Koalas] are an interesting animal to study; they don't seem to do a lot but what they do is pretty 
interesting." 

(iStockphoto: Craig Dingle)  



 

0418 427 214  Illawarra, Southern Highlands and South Coast  Eurobodalla and Sapphire Coasts  0417 238 921 

Koala Fact file: 
When: Northern Australia - mating from July-April (babies born from August) 
Southern Australia - mating from September - February (babies born from October) 
Where: East coast, from far north Queensland to Victoria and coastal South Australia. Koalas will live in 
tall coastal eucalypt forests, but are never found in rainforests or the desert. 
What to look for: A white flash of chest hair, scratching on trees, a powerful musky smell. 
What you might not know about koalas: They eat up to 1kg gum leaves and do up to 150 poos each day. 
Koala hotspots: Kangaroo Island (SA), Tower Hill Reserve (Vic), Barrington Tops National Park (NSW), 
Canarvon National Park and Lamington National Park (Qld). Koalas are not found in the wild in WA, NT 
or Tasmania. 
The home ranges, which koalas maintain by using their grunts and bellows, are taken very seriously by 
other koalas in the vicinity. Even after a koala dies, others won't invade its home range for at least a year, 
which is about how long it takes for the scent markings and scratches of the previous occupant to disappear. 
Fussy eaters: One thing that highly influences how a koala chooses its habitat is the suitability of the trees. 
Koalas are highly specialised feeders, preferring only about 10 per cent of Australia's nearly 600 species of 
eucalyptus tree. In the south, the absolute favourite koala tucker are manna gums (E viminalis) and swamp 
gums (E ovata). In the north, their preference is for forest red gums (E tereticornis), tallowwood (E 
microcorys) and grey gum (E punctata). They also enjoy snacking on blue gum (E globulus), river red gum 
(E camaldulensis) and flooded gum (E grandis). 
Although koalas occasionally eat small amounts of bark and twigs, their diet is pretty much restricted to 
gum leaves. But despite the narrow diet, koalas are often found sitting in trees which are not their food 
trees, such as wattles, she-oaks, paperbarks and even radiata pine, none of which offer them anything 
edible. Researchers believe koalas may seek out these trees to shelter in during windy, rainy or very hot 
weather. 
 
Reference: 
Locating Koalas in the Australian Bush, Scott Buckingham, 1999, Bolwarrah Press  

*Insurance 
 
   e voluntary workers 2015 
 
   Public liability schedule 2015 
 
* National Parks & Wildlife Service 
 
   NPWS Licence 2014 - 2017 
 
   WRSC Licenced area 
 
 

* Policies and Procedures 
 
   Code of Conduct 
 
   Euthanasia 
 
   Euthanasing Macropods & Wombats by Firearms 
 
   Grievance and Dispute Resolution 
 
   Reimbursement for Food Expenses 
 
   Reimbursement for Travel Expenses 

In the Members section of the WRSC website is the 
‘Volunteers’ Information’ page.  

This page is under construction so it is recommended that members constantly check to see what has been 
recently added. Blue text changes to green if a PDF document is available and it is as simple as clicking the 
text to open the PDF file. http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/volunteers-info.html 
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Would you let a Wombat use your bathroom ……… 
Recently I had a call to rescue a Wombat from a local 
Community Hall. On arrival I found the Wombat had 
jammed itself in a cubicle inside of the toilet block. 
Being an inwards opening door, once the Wombat 
entered the cubicle, it was unable to get itself out. 

With a whole lot of time on its hands (paws) it then 
decided to redecorate the whole cubicle as shown in the 
photos to the right and below. You will see it ripped the 
cistern off the wall, ripped all of the plastic plumbing off 
the wall, ripped the toilet roll holder off the wall and 
finished with ripping the toilet seat from the toilet bowl. 
All of this without using a sledge hammer or crow bar. 

Once I eventually removed the Wombat from the cubicle 
to an area outside I was able to conduct a brief 
examination. It appeared to be a healthy Wombat (25 kg 
approx.), fully alert, without any sign of injury or 
affliction and after a very short time, decided to “do a 
runner” around the other side of the Community Hall 
and straight into a small entrance leading underneath 
the building. 

Apart from getting a plumber in to repair the damage, 
there will be a further project to recover and relocate the 
Wombat from underneath the hall 

Cheers, 
Woody  
Southern Highlands Co-ordinator 

All photos © WRSC Richard Woodman (Woody) 
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Help for orphaned wildlife babies 
http://www.gofundme.com/zh93cxc4 

Please donate to Fiona Kelleher’s appeal to raise funds for 
orphaned joeys in our care. 

Help Flying-foxes at Shoalhaven Bat Clinic 
https://www.chuffed.org/project/help-flying-foxes-at-
shoalhaven-bat-clinic? 

Please help us to upgrade our flying-fox flight aviary 
with new flooring and netting as baby season will soon 
be here ~ Janine Davies. 

Two members are trying to raise funds to help our wildlife ~ 
can you help them reach their targets?  

Shoalhaven Bat Clinic 

A purpose‐built  facility  for both Australian Megabats 
and Microbats which is operated by volunteers under 
Wildlife  Rescue  South  Coastʹs  licence,  issued  by 
NPWS. Our  aim  is  to  rescue  and  rehabilitate  these 
amazing  animals,  provide  training  to  carers  and 
educate  members  of  the  public.  All  our  carers  are 
vaccinated  and  specially  trained  in  rescue  and 
rehabilitation.  

The  facility  has  a  purposely  built  bat  clinic  which 
houses a kitchen and coolroom and can accommodate 
up to several hundred bats. We have a 60ʹ flight aviary 
and  3  hospital  aviaries.  These  aviaries  also  have 
heating. The Clinic has an off site  release cage  in  the 
local vicinity.  

As  a  result  of  unseasonably  high  temperatures  in 
November  2014,  many  thousands  of  Black  Flying‐
foxes perished from heat stress  in northern NSW and 
over 200 babies were orphaned. Our clinic provides a 
unique flying fox crèche facility which  is always very 
busy  over  the warmer months with  orphaned Grey‐
headed Flying‐foxes. Last year we  also  took  in  40 of 
the Casino orphans. 

We need your help 
Our aviaries need to have the suitable netting replaced 
as well as having a suitable thick vinyl floor covering 
laid over  the  concrete  floor  to act as a  cushion. Baby 
season  is  fast  approaching  and  that means  that the 
colony will be returning  in or around October.  In  the 
unfortunate event of yet another heat stress event, our 
facility may need to house many hundreds of rescued 
flying‐foxes. 

We hate to ask, but if you could donate the equivalent 
of the cost of a cup of coffee we and the flying‐fox will 
be forever grateful.  

Kangaroo Patch 
I am a wildlife carer on the NSW South Coast raising and 
rehabilitating orphaned kangaroo  joeys with  the aim of 
releasing them back into the wild. 

These poor little souls suffer great trauma in losing their 
mum in horrible ways, car strikes, dog attacks, shooting, 
fence  injuries  just  to  name  a  few.  The  stress  suffered 
takes a physical toll on these little orphans and some fall 
ill  and  do  not  make  it.  Others  have  injuries  such  as 
broken  bones  that  require  ongoing  vet  attention  and 
intensive  nursing.  The  tiny  ones  with  no  fur  need 
constant  heat  and  feeding  every  2‐3  hours  around  the 
clock. When  they  first  arrive  into  care  they  cry  out  for 
their mum constantly and need reassurance that they are 
not all alone  

Joeys  are  in  care  for  a  long  time  before  they  can  be 
released, the costs involved are massive. No government 
funding  is  received  for  the  care of wildlife. The  cost of 
feeding/pouches/bottle/heating/equipment/medicines 
and vet bills  are paid out of our own pocket  , wildlife 
groups  rely  on  donations  from  the  public  and 
fundraising to help out with these costs where they can. 

Currently  I  am  fundraising  to purchase  some  intensive 
care units  for unfurred  (pinky)  joeys  to help keep  their 
environment at a constant temperature of 32 deg. which 
will increase their chances of survival.  

If you  can  spare a  few dollars  towards  the purchase of 
this equipment or just the feeding or medical expenses in 
general we would be utmost grateful. All funds received 
will go directly  to help  joeys  in care at Kangaroo Patch 
www.facebook.com/kangaroopatch?ref=hl  and  Wildlife 
Rescue South Coast www.wildlife‐rescue.org.au  

Please Help Us Help Wildlife 
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Hume Highway rope bridges help revive squirrel 
glider population  

http://www.theage.com.au/technology/sci-tech/hume-highway-rope-bridges-help-revive-squirrel-glider-population-20150707-gi5teh.html 
 

Date July 7, 2015  

A four-lane interstate freeway is no barrier for amorous squirrel gliders in search of a roadside rendezvous, 
with new research showing "animal bridges" have resulted in a glider generation with parents from both 
sides of the bitumen. 

The results of a study by researchers from the Australian Research Centre for Urban Ecology is good 
news for the threatened species' gene pool, which was at risk of shrinking due to habitat loss and 
fragmentation. 

The squirrel gliders were initially slow to use the three glider poles, which act like stepping stones, and two 
rope bridges that cross the Hume Highway between Seymour and Benalla in north-east Victoria. But night 
cameras, genetic testing and microchipping have provided evidence that the bridges and stepping stones 
are working in the best possible way. Cameras have filmed the squirrel gliders clambering across the 
bridges – with one piece of footage even capturing a glider family on the move. 

Road ecologist Kylie Soanes from the Australian Research Centre for Urban Ecology said a scanner 
recorded the beginning and end of microchipped gliders' bridge crossing "like an e-tag". Having 
microchipped around 400 gliders over 10 years, the age, gender and which side of the freeway the animal 
would normally live on was also known. 

"This shows they are using the bridge as part of the habitat," Dr Soanes said. "It has opened up habitat on 
both sides of the road whereas before they were limited to one side." But the most convincing evidence 
the structures were working were the results of the genetic testing which revealed that some young gliders 
were "Hume hybrids" –offspring with a parent from both sides of the road. "If the freeway is separating 
families then obviously someone is crossing the road for that to happen," Dr Soanes said. 

She said because of the land clearing that had occurred in north-east Victoria for farming and agriculture, 
all of the quality old trees containing hollows gliders liked to nest in were now found along roadsides. This 
made roadside habitat extremely valuable to the ecosystem and keeping it connected was vital. 
"Unfortunately in this kind of landscape, if we can't keep the gliders near the roadsides we may not be able 
to keep them at all," she said. 

The Hume Highway is used by about 
10,000 vehicles a day, with a quarter of the 
traffic using the road at night when native 
mammals like the squirrel gliders are at 
their most active. Dr Soanes said the 
cameras had been kept busy recording a 
variety of native animals using the rope 
bridges, including brushtail and ringtail 
possums, cockatoos and even a goanna. 

Right: Cockatoos take a rest on one of the rope 
bridges spanning the Hume Highway.  
Photo: Supplied  

Possums taking the rope bridge over the Hume Highway. 
Researchers say the bridges are connecting animal 
populations once divided by the road. Photo: Supplied  

A squirrel glider crosses the wildlife bridge over the Hume 
Highway near Longwood. Photo: Kylie Soanes  
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Is Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. becoming too widely known as a native animal 
rescue organisation? 
Whilst on WRSC Rescue Phone duty the day had gone well with a steady number of calls which were all attended to 
thanks to our family of dedicated rescuers. 
It was now approaching 9:00 pm when the phone rang again; 

Me:  Good evening, Wildlife Rescue South Coast, can I help you? 

Caller:  Do you come out and attend to injured animals? 

Me:  Yes, we do. 

Caller: My wife and I have come across a seagull with a leg injury that needs attention. 

It flashed through my mind; seagull native bird or an exotic that deserves humane treatment anyway and who am I going to 
contact re a rescue at this time of night? 

Me: Please may I have your name and contact number. 

Caller: Steven on 07XXXXXXXXX. 

Initially the number appeared to be a landline with an out of zone area code. 

Me: Is 07 your area code and there appears to be one too many digits? 

Caller: No, it’s my mobile number and that is the right number of digits. 

Me: Mobile number?   I don’t know of any mobile numbers beginning with 07, only ones 
 beginning with 04 and a total of 10 digits. 

Caller: Whereabouts are you located? 

Me: Robertson, New South Wales, near Bowral. 

Caller: Oh! I think I’ve dialled the wrong number 

Me: What is your location? 

Caller: ENGLAND. 

Me: Yes! That would be a little far for us to come and attend to the bird. I wish you well 
 in your efforts to find someone to help you and all the best for the seagull. 

Caller: Thanks. 
Submitted by Richard Woodman (Woody) 

Warilla Primary School ED Support Unit 
were visited in June by Sam Joukador, 
Shirley and Ian Usher with their 
Reptiles (right).  

July saw Sam, Shirley and Ian joined 
by Cathy Joukador at the Mayflower in 
Gerringong for a Reptile presentation 
to the residents (below). 

‘Thanks again for your time and a 
great presentation - the students are 
still talking about it!’ 

Kate Adams, Classroom teacher  
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Humpback uptick brings reclassification call 
http://www.greencareer.net.au/news/humpback-uptick-brings-reclassification-call 

Reproduced with permission 29 July 2015 

Studies on the recovery of Australia’s humpback whale populations have 
revealed that they are increasing at a remarkable rate, among the highest 
documented worldwide. 

Experts have even suggested removing the whale populations from the 
threatened species list. 

“As of 2012, scientists determined that humpback whales on the west 
coast increased at a rate of nine per cent a year and on the east coast at a 
rate of 10 per cent a year,” researcher Professor Lars Bejder from 
Murdoch University says. 

“The west coast population had recovered to approximately 90 per cent of 
their known pre-whaling numbers. 

“Similarly the east coast population recovered to 63 per cent of its known 
pre-whaling population.” 

Prof Bejder says the iconic humpback whales of Australia have become a 
symbol of hope and optimism for marine conservation, providing a unique 
opportunity to celebrate successful scientific management action that 
protects marine species. 

The university has produced this discussion paper gathering previously-collected and analysed data: 

‘Embracing conservation success of recovering humpback whale populations: Evaluating the case for downlisting 
their conservation status in Australia’ 

Michelle Bejdera 

David W. Johnston    

Joshua Smith  

Ari Friedlaender  

Lars Bejder  

The research team presents an optimistic discussion proposing a revision of the conservation status for the 
humpback whales found in Australian waters. 

They propose a revision of the status of humpback whales in Australia (currently listed as Threatened with a 
Vulnerable status) following the actions of several international governments and conservation organisations that 
have revised the status of other humpback whale populations experiencing similar growth. 

“If humpback whales were removed from the Australian Threatened species list, the EPBC Act[http://
www.environment.gov.au/epbc] would still protect them from significant impacts as a Matter of National 
Environmental Significance, as these whales are a migratory species,” Professor Bejder said. 

“Beyond Australia, the International Whaling Committee manages the global moratorium on commercial whaling, 
which is essential for the humpback whales’ continued success.” 

Fellow author Michelle Bejder said that one of the most beneficial consequences of removing humpbacks from the 
Threatened Species list would be the opportunity to reprioritise conservation funding to support species that are at a 
greater risk of extinction. 

“Hopefully other animal species may be afforded a similar chance of recovery success to that of the humpback 
whales,” she said. 

“Blue whale populations have been depleted greatly and remain endangered, while very little scientific data is 
available on Australian snub fin dolphins and Australian humpback dolphins.” 

For the future, the paper’s authors say management efforts must now balance the need to maintain humpback whale 
recovery within a marine environment that is experiencing increased coastal development as well as rapid growth in 
industrial and exploration activities. 

“Increased interactions with maritime users are likely to occur, including acoustic disturbance from noise, collisions 
with vessels, entanglements in fishing gear, habitat destruction from coastal development and cumulative 
interactions with the whale-watch industry,” Professor Bejder said. 

“Adaptive management actions and new approaches to gain public support will be vital to maintain the growth and 
recovery of Australian humpback whales and prevent future population declines.” 
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Southern Highlands Koala Conservation Project 
G'day koala-friends, 

Well, it's been a very exciting few weeks since we last sent an update. You might 
recall in June we were thrilled to announce that we had just attached our first 
GPS-satellite collar on one of our local koalas. Since then, the research team and 
eager volunteers have been extremely busy undertaking early-morning spotlight
-searches as we attempt to locate these very elusive creatures.  

Thankfully, the early-morning occupancy surveys have proven quite successful, 
and we are very happy to let you know we are now tracking 8 koalas in the 
Southern Highlands! This is a fantastic achievement by the team - and a big pat-
on-the-back to all involved!  

The 8 collars deployed to date have all been on the eastern side of the Hume 
Highway, near the villages of Yerrinbool, Alpine, East Mittagong, Kangaloon 
and Robertson.  

Unfortunately, despite plenty of community reports around Welby, Joadja and High Range, the team was 
unable to locate any koalas in these areas in the few days we surveyed. Over the next few weeks we plan 
on deploying two collars on the western side of the Hume Highway, concentrating in the Canyonleigh 
area, while continuing to monitor the collars already out in the field to ensure they are operating 
effectively.  

Real-time tracking allows for quick response  

A big scare last week when satellite data indicated the GPS collar on Hotel (we are naming the tracked 
koalas using the aviation alphabet; Alpha, Bravo, Charlie, etc) was no longer moving.  

Typically, a motionless collar means that the collar has slipped off the 
koala OR the koala has stopped moving and may indeed have died. 
Thoughts of a car strike or dog attack flashed through our minds as 
intrepid koala wrangler Lachlan jumped in his car to find out what may 
have happened. Thankfully, our worst thoughts were quickly alleviated 
and we can confirm that Hotel is alive and well and doing fine! In fact 
overnight, it appears he may have wandered into some backyards to the 
north of Hambridge Rd, Yerrinbool. 

Dog attack and vehicle strikes are among the biggest threats to koalas 
after habitat loss, and this incident was a good reminder for us all to 
contain our pets and to drive carefully at night. 

A reminder that if you do happen to spot a koala in the Wingecarribee Shire, PLEASE CONTACT US 
IMMEDIATELY. This is so we can quickly contact the appropriate people to come out to look at the 
koala and assess its suitability for tracking.  

Contact immediately to report a sighting:  

 Koala Hotline: 4868 0888 

 Facebook page:   

 www.facebook.com/SouthernHighlandsKoalas 

 Joe Stammers: Wingecarribee Shire Council:  

 Mob 0427 422 702 

 Kylie Madden: Office of Environment & Heritage:  

 Mob 0432 883 606 

 Lachlan Willmot:  Office of Environment & Heritage:   

 Mob 0411 170 084 
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Wildlife Rescue South Coast  
120mm diameter* circular vinyl sticker 

Available with Black, Red or Green text 
Main or FSC Rescue Telephone Number 

* Same size as a CD/DVD 

$4each 

*Please Note: Postage and 
Handling separate cost  

 NOW available to order 

 This is a ONCE ONLY offer 
not to be repeated this year 

 Stickers will be printed to the 
final ORDERED QUANTITY  

 Orders and payments will be 
taken till the 9 September 2015 
by email, mail or in person at 
the General Meeting that night 

 The order form is available to 
download on the home page of 

www.wildlife-rescue.org.au  
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