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WILDLIFE RESCUE SOUTH COAST INC E W 
S N August 2016 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc  
PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541 

NPWS Licence No: MWL000100253  |  ABN 49 616 307 526   
 E: info@wildlife-rescue.org.au  |  W: www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 

0418 427 214 Wollongong to Batemans Bay | 0417 238 921 Mogo to Victorian Border 

Please  
Help us help Wildlife…. 

http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/become-a-volunteer.html 

Pygmy Glider © WRSC Lindsay Francis 
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Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc.  
thank Planet Yum Fine Fragrances 

for being one of our  
2016 calendar sponsors 

10 Narrien Place, North Nowra  

Phone: 02 4422 9523 Email: sales@planetyum.com.au 

Planet Yum's Cupcake Soaps & Soap Cake Slices are made 
with fresh goat's milk & moisturising oils. Simply stunning 
creations!  

They're a real novelty soap, almost good enough to eat & the 
most realistic you'll find anywhere in Australia. All handmade 
soap piped & decorated with the most amazing attention to 
detail, so your friends will be amazed!  

With so many styles to choose from, you'll find just the right 
gift for any occasion. Our cupcake soaps come gift boxed, and 
are the most unique gift & a real treat for all ages. Australian 
Made, Hand Made Natural Soap made with fresh goat's milk 
makes the best cupcake soaps.  

While all of our products are non-toxic, none are designed & 
manufactured to be eaten, taken, or used internally.  

Email addresses……. 
committee@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
fsc@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
info@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
membership@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
newsletter@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
payments@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
president@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
secretary@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
treasurer@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

Donations can be made to……. 
BSB 641 800 
Account 200469788 
Name Wildlife Rescue Fund 

or 

PayPal & credit card via the website 
* $2 or more are tax deductible 

Facebook page…….. 
www.facebook.com/Wildlife.Rescue.SC 

Website…….. 
www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 

 

Put the 2nd Wednesday of every month  

into your 2016 calendar for  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc.  

General Meetings 
14 September 

12 October 

9 November 

7pm start with refreshments provided 

Nowra Library Meeting Room just off Berry Street 
(around the corner from the Library’s main entrance) 

Plenty of parking between the Library and Woolworths. 

To the outgoing  

2015/2016 COMMITTEE 

President 
Richard Woodman (Woody) 

Vice President 
Dusty Jones 

Treasurer 
Vikki Dooper 

Secretary 
Jenny Packwood 

General Committee 
Margaret Barnaby 

Debbie Colbert  
Kim Goodsell 

Sam Jaye 
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Wildlife Rescue South Coast seeking new members  
BRENDAN CRABB 

15 Jul 2016, 11:32 a.m. 
Reproduced with permission 

http://www.advertiserlaketimes.com.au/story/4032956/help-is-needed/ 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS: Wildlife Rescue South Coast member Cathy Jaye, pictured with Wallaroo 
joey Zac. Picture: Adam McLean 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast is appealing to the public to help bolster their army of volunteers. 
The organisation is a wildlife rescue group operating in the south-eastern area of NSW, licensed by the NSW 
National Parks and Wildlife Service since the late 1980s.  
Their members are all unpaid volunteers. 
They cover the South Coast regions from Wollongong to the Victorian border, taking in the Illawarra, Southern 
Highlands, the northern part of the Southern Tablelands, Kangaroo Valley, the Shoalhaven and down to 
the Eurobodalla and Sapphire Coasts. 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast’s primary aim is to rescue and rehabilitate injured and orphaned native wildlife to 
eventually release them back to the wild. 
Group member and Albion Park resident Cathy Jaye currently has in her care a Wallaroo joey named Zac, whose 
mum was killed by a car in the Southern Highlands on Anzac Day.  
“A member of the public that was driving home saw the mum on the side of the road and thought to stop and check 
the pouch, which was really lucky for him,” she said.  
“He wouldn’t have survived the night.” 
Mrs Jaye appealed to anyone in the Illawarra interested in becoming a volunteer to get in touch.  
“A lot of the things that these animals come into care for are human caused, although not on purpose. 
“It’s just nice to do something to put a little bit back. 
“We’ve got some really unique wildlife in Australia, and it’s just important that we look after them. I’ve been doing 
it for ten years and it’s very rewarding.” 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast is a registered charity. They receive no government funding. 
You can donate via the www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/please-donate.html website.  
They have a 24-hour phone line. If you wish to report an animal in need, phone 0418 427 214.  
For more details on becoming a volunteer, visit http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/become-a-volunteer.html 
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A ll  Non‐Committee  Positions  will  become  vacant  at  the  end  of  September  and members are invited to apply in writing to the Secretary prior to 1 September 2016 

(post  or  email  secretary@wildlife‐rescue.org.au). You may discuss  the  requirements  of 

these  positions  with  the  Secretary  or  the  present  incumbent.  The  new  incoming 

committee will then select the successful candidates from these applications at their first 

meeting in September and be in place by 1 October 2016. 

The positions are listed below: 

Asset Officer 

Assistant Secretary 

Assistant Treasurer   

Calendar Coordinator & Assistant 

Database Administrator  

Education Coordinator  

Events Coordinator 

Equipment Purchasing & Advice 

Facebook Administrator & Assistant  

Firearm Safety Officer & Assistant 

Fundraising Co‐ordinator 

Grants Officer  

Librarian  

Membership Officer  

Newsletter Editor & Assistant 

NWC Reps (Primary & Alternate)  

Printing & Stationery Officer 

Publicity & Media Officer  

Roadkill Statistics 

Standards and Procedures Officer 

Statistics Officers (2)  

Telephone Coordinators & Assistants

(Central & FSC) 

Web Administrator & Assistant 

SPECIES COORDINATORS 

All Areas 

Echidnas 

Flying Foxes & Microbats  

Koalas 

Macropods 

Possums & Gliders  

Raptors  

Reptiles & Amphibians  

Small Mammals &  

Wombats  
 

Central Area 

Birds North (Nowra area) 

Birds South (2 Falls Ck – Batemans 

Bay) 
Far South Coast 

Birds  
Macropods  

Possums 

Wombats 

Southern Highlands 

Birds  

Macropods 

Possums 

Wombats 

Regional Co‐ordinators 

Far South Coast 

Southern Highlands 

John	Gould’s	Extinct	and	
Endangered	Mammals	of	Australia		
Fred	Ford	
Hardback	|	Oct	2014	|	National	Library	of	
Australia	|	9780642278616	|	280pp	|	
260x233mm	|	Stocked	item	(plenty)	|	
GEN	|	AUD$49.99,	NZD$59.99		

How	 poignant	 it	 is	 to	 look	 at	 some	 of	 Gould's	
beautiful	 images	 of	 our	 animals	 and	 know	 that	
some	 are	 no	 longer	 with	 us,	 and	 some	 are	
ighting	for	their	lives?	

In	this	book,	author	Fred	Ford	compares	Gould’s	
world,	and	 the	world	 that	 the	animals	 live	 in	at	
that	 time,	 with	 the	 world	 today.	John	Gould’s	
Extinct	 and	 Endangered	 Mammals	 of	 Australia	
includes	 46	 Australian	 mammal	 species	 that,	
today,	 are	 threatened	 or	 extinct	 and	 that	 were	
portrayed	 in	 the	 lavish	 colour	 plates	 in	 John	
Gould’s	 1863	 publication,	 The	 Mammals	 of	
Australia.	

A book you may be interested in…. 

Accompanying	 the	 pictures	 are	 accounts	 of	 the	 animals	 as	 they	 lived	 in	 the	 relatively	 untouched	
Australia	that	John	Gould	knew,	and	evidence	of	the	attitudes	of	European	settlers	towards	the	native	
fauna.	
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Greeting cards you may be interested in…. 

Koala is very proud to be a 100% Australia 
owned and operated company.  

http://www.koalapublishing.com.au/ 

 IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO MARSUPIAL REHABILITATORS  
The constituents of WOMBAROO Milk Replacers and Food Supplements have changed and Wombaroo is recommending 
different amounts to be fed. Wombaroo has also changed the number of days for transitioning from one grade of milk 
formula to another.   A new WOMBAROO MILK REPLACERS & FOOD SUPPLEMENTS for native animals booklet 
has been produced – 3rd Edition 2016.  

Analysis of the protein, fat and carbohydrate balances between the various types and stages of marsupial milks are changed 
and there is no consistency about the changed amounts.  In some formulae protein has been increased and carbohydrate 
decreased, and vice versa, therefore it is important that marsupial rehabilitators now work off the new charts, and not the 
charts in your current Wombaroo book.  WRSC will aim to get a copy of the new book out to our marsupial rehabilitators 
when we can get supplies.  Meanwhile please download and work off the charts that are downloadable from:  

 www.wombaroo.com.au  
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CASEY 
A kangaroo that couldn’t hop. 

Submitted with photos by WRSC Erin & Lindsay Francis 

Casey came into our care after her mother had to euthanased by one of our members. She 
was a text book joey right from the start. Put on 400gm the first week, was giving pellets 
and would toilet as soon as we put her on the grass. Then we realised that she couldn’t 
hop. She would only move around on all fours. A trip to the vet for x-rays revealed the 
problem of stretched Achilles tendons. The below x-ray shows the femurs, and the wavy 
lines are the tendons, which should be straight. 

We asked around the group, but no one had come across it before. There is a section on it 
in Linda Staker’s macropod husbandry manual where she gives some possible causes, 
including being raised in a pouch that was too small. We spoke to the member who 
euthanased the mother, and he told us that he was most surprised by her size, and that 
she appeared much too small to have a joey on board. Casey would have been in this 
cramped pouch with her feet pushed up against her shins, which caused the tendons to be 
stretched. 

Linda Staker suggests putting the ankle in a splint, but a trip to Col Pinney (a macropod 
specialist vet) gave us a simpler method. He got a wad of cotton wool, and strapped it into 
the inside of her ankle, thus restricting the movement. 

Basically, the aim was to stop the joey from bending her legs past 90 degrees so the 
tendons weren’t stretched any further. If this is achieved, the joey will eventually grow 
into them. 

We started by strapping every time we put her in her pouch. After about 2 weeks, we 
observed that she was starting to hop, maybe every second step. Over the next couple of 
weeks she started walking less, and hopping more. We then stopped strapping the ankle 
during the day. Another couple of weeks, and we could see no differences to other joeys 
that we have raised. 

Casey is now 6 kg, we have discontinued the strapping, and she is now hopping around 
beautifully. 
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A facebook page that may interest… 
https://www.facebook.com/sydneywildlife.smws 

Sydney Wildlife (Sydney Metropolitan Wildlife 
Services) @sydneywildlife.smws 

Kiwi Visitor  
Submitted with photos by Betty Spilsted 

Australian Seabird Rescue (ASR) and WRSC member 

The handsome bird pictured below is a Great Wing Petrel but being the New Zealand sub species it is 
also know as the Grey Faced Petrel. These birds breed on the North Island of New Zealand and usually 
remain out of sight of land. Almost all their prey is caught beyond the continental shelf. They are 
nocturnal feeders and it is thought they unusually breed in winter to take advantage of the longer hours 
of darkness for more food. 

However this one was picked up from the waters off Kiama and thankfully brought to shore. This shows 
the importance of keeping an eye on seabirds particularly in bad weather.   

Australian Seabird Rescue received the call at 17.00 and due to the late hour I asked team member Kay, 
who lives in Kiama to collect the bird and I would pick it up at 7am the next morning. I knew the bird 
was a Petrel but also knowing the importance of correct identification I asked Lindsay Smith of Southern 
Ocean Seabird Study (SOSSA) to join me.  

Being a good weight and just a superficial wound to the wing we decided to take him to Port Kembla for 
release as it had rested overnight. The bird was reluctant to go with little wind and a large swell running - 
a bit of a dilemma! 

Being detrimental to the wellbeing of the bird to retain it, I rang the Water Police for help. The Port 
Kembla Water Police who are always happy to help out where they can, were going out to sea for an 
exercise with Maritime Services and agreed to take the Petrel with them.  

So with a parting nip to Lindsay and then to Jay from Maritime Services the bird was taken aboard and 
out to sea. Thanks to all for this successful rescue and release.  
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Wildlife Rescue South Coast was seen at…. 

Thursday Night Trivia at the Huskisson Hotel, Huskisson 
Photos © WRSC Debbie Colbert 

NATIONAL  

LANDCARE WEEK 

5 TO 11 SEPTEMBER  

 Don’t miss the FINAL 
deadline* for renewing your 
W R S C  m e m b e r s h i p 
otherwise you will have to 
reapply and pay the joining 
fee again. 
Also any member who does 
not renew in time and has 
wildlife in rehab will be 
contacted as they are no 
longer licensed to care. 
WRSC insurance coverage 
expired on 1 July 2016.  

*AEST 11.59pm 14 August 2016 
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11th Australasian Plant Conservation Conference  

Dr Paul Gibson-Roy from Greening Australia will be 
reporting on his recent United States tour investigating 
native seed production and prairie restoration under a 
Churchill Fellowship. A lack of native seed is known to 
be a major obstacle to restoration in Australia. Hear 
about the US experience, including the systems used by 
native seed growers to procure, grow and process native 
seed at large scales and quantities, and of the huge 
restoration outcomes made possible by this established 
seed supply chain. Paul will also discuss the market 
drivers, which together make possible a seed production 
and restoration industry that far exceeds that which 
currently exists in Australia. In many cases, the outcomes 
are nothing short of extraordinary. 

A wild Victorian holiday…. 
Better known as the WRSC Reptile & Amphibian Co‐
ordinator, Jane Mills headed south on holidays recently with 

her mother Shirley and daughter Erin and shared a few 
snaps from the trip. The Pacific Gulls (right) on Mornington 
Peninsula where Jane described the weather as ‘atrocious’ 

and below the Cape Barren Geese with chicks were on 
Phillip Island.  

Jane also visited the Antarctic Journey at Nobbies Centre, 
Phillip Island and created a new profile photo for her WRSC 
‘Nothing that flies’ rescue badge.  

Above & Right Photos © Erin Turner 
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Download the free Wild About 
Whales app now at the Apple 
Store or Google Marketplace 
or search "Whales NSW" in 
your preferred mobile app 
store. 

WHALE APP 

An app you may be interested in…. 

WRSC Leah Reid sent an enquiry about a 
donated 1950s coffee set as pictured above 
to the  ABC South East's ‘Treasure Hunt’ 
Talkback expert, Alan Landis who joins 
presenter Sophie Longden on Monday 
mornings at 10a.m. 

 Leah’s enquiry stated that the set was for 
WRSC fundraising thinking this would 
give her enquiry some priority. 

Alan and Sophie not only opened the show 
with the enquiry mentioning WRSC but 
also posted the set and listed our 
organisation on their Facebook page. 

Thank you for helping us help wildlife:  

The coffee set donor, 

ABC South East 

& WRSC Leah 
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Native Plants and Wildlife 
Land clearing poses the most direct threat to wildlife in Australia – it destroys their habitat, shelter and food sources. 

When a patch of bushland is cleared the few animals that survive have nowhere to go. Even if they make it to another 
suitable habitat, competition guarantees they rarely survive. The altered landscape is unsuitable for all but the 
hardiest species such as magpies, some cockatoos and the larger kangaroos. The rest simply die. 

Currently, over 240 species of plants and animals are under threat of extinction from land clearing including over 56 
birds, 22 mammals, 12 reptiles, 4 frogs, and 140 plants species. Woodlands and grasslands, unique ecosystems 
hosting thousands of native species are now reduced to a fraction of their original area, yet broad scale land clearing 
activity continues in these areas. Islands of bushland are all that's left in many areas. Surrounded by cleared land they 
are vulnerable to invasion by weeds and feral animals. 

Salinity 
Land clearing is the number one cause of dryland salinity. When native vegetation is removed the rain moves down 
to the water table, causing it to rise and force the soil salt to the surface. This situation is almost impossible to reverse 
and ruins not only the native life but devastates the agricultural value of the land. 

Land clearing directly leads to the degradation of fertile farmland causing millions of dollars of lost production and 
negatively affecting farmers and rural communities. 

Research undertaken in NSW has found that the cost of damage caused by salinity is $1 million per year for every 
5000 hectares visibly affected by salinity. It is estimated that over the coming century between $600 million and $1 
billion per year will be lost for the entire Murray Darling Basin due to salinity. 

Greenhouse Gases 
When trees are burned or left to rot after being cleared, carbon dioxide is released into the atmosphere. In the decade 
from 1995-2005, the amount of land clearing in Australia was so extensive that the greenhouse gases produced 
rivalled the amount produced by cars and trucks. Stopping further land clearing would be a step forward to reducing 
Australia's greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Editor’s Note: The Wilderness Society also thought it was worth pointing out that they have got more current 
information regarding the present land clearing situation in Queensland in this factsheet:  
https://www.wilderness.org.au/sites/default/files/articles/tws_land_clearing_in_queensland_facts_and_myths_sheet.pdf  

and for those interested their QLD land clearing campaign page is: wilderness.org.au/stop-land-clearing-qld.  

Impacts of Land Clearing 
The disastrous impacts of Land Clearing have been well 
documented. Land clearing directly kills millions of birds and 
animals leading to the extinction of species, it is the biggest 
cause of salinity ruining farmlands and farmers' livelihoods 
and it causes a significant amount of Australia's greenhouse 
gases. Land clearing is destroying our wildlife, rivers and 
farmland... 

Reproduced with permission 
https://www.wilderness.org.au/impacts-land-clearing 

© RA 
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Kerguelen Petrel 
Submitted by Betty Spilsted 

Australian Seabird Rescue (ASR) and WRSC member 

The very rare pelagic Kerguelen Petrel breeds in the Southern Atlantic and Southern Indian Oceans. It 
was unknown in the Australian region until a specimen was found in 1926. It is often seen among the 
pack ice but seldom seen in Australian seas.  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Training  
 Introduction to Bird Rescue - First Aid & Care 
'Cobargo Rural Fire Services Hall'  Wandella Road, Cobargo 

Sunday 11 September at 9.00am   
Cost: $20 per person which includes manual  

Morning and afternoon tea provided  
BYO lunch 

For more information please contact:  
Bronwyn  

Bird / Possum & Glider Coordinator  
(FSC region) 0415 641 743  

email: nativeanimalcarer@hotmail.com	  
or  

Jenny Packwood WRSC Secretary 

0418 497 345  or email: secretary@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

© Kerguelen Petrel courtesy of Janice Jenkin‐Smith  

However – the poor bird on the left was caught up 
in the “perfect storm” being blown across from the 
big system in West Australia then caught up in 
the East Coast low that caused havoc over the 
weekend of the 5th and 6th June. It must have 
been like being in a big washing machine – scary 
for a 36cm bird with a wingspan of 81cm. 
 
He was found in a backyard at Callala Bay 
approx. one and half hours drive south of 
Wollongong. 

Not being able to identify him from the photos I asked Australian Seabird Rescue team member Lisa to 
send photos directly to Lindsay of Southern Ocean Seabird Study Association (SOSSA) who is an absolute 
expert on seabirds. Lindsay wanted to measure the bird’s feathers etc. for absolute identification. So he 
drove an hour south (for which I am very grateful) and Lisa drove 45 mins north to meet and for him to 
bring the bird back. Lindsay of course was correct in his identification from the photos but found the bird 
to be only half the weight it should have been. Due to the rarity of the bird Lindsay looked after him 
through the night but the petrel just didn’t have any fight left and very sadly died. The body is now with 
the Australian Museum in Sydney for display. 

A great big thank you to Lisa for collecting and transporting the bird and Lindsay of SOSSA for driving 
south to bring the Kerguelen Petrel back to Wollongong and care for him. 

It has to be stressed again the importance of getting these seabirds to specialist care and identification. 
Dead birds are invaluable also for research. 
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Come and say ‘hi’ to us …. 

28 August 2016 
8.30am to 12.30pm 

Bermagui Hand & Homemade Market  
Dickson Park, Bermagui 

Say ‘hi’ to  WRSC members Leah and Mike 
Last Sunday of every month 

4 September 2016 
8am to 12pm 

Candelo Market 
First Sunday of every month 

18 September 2016 

Animal Welfare League  
Tailwagger's Walk  

NATA Oval Narooma 

1 September 2016 
5.30 to 7pm 

Bunnings South Nowra 
Snakes n Ladders 

147/167 Princes Hwy, South Nowra 

13 August 2016 
8am to 1pm 

Bowral Public School Markets 
Boolwey Street, Bowral 

Kerstin and Woody are there every 

2nd Saturday of each month 

28 August 2016 

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle 
Corner Old Hume Hwy & Tyree Place,  

Mittagong  
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Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. 
Basic instructions on how to build a possum 
nest box  
The following factors should be considered when constructing a nest 
box: 

 Size and depth. 

 Shape. 

 Insulation. 

 Entrance hole dimensions. 

When deciding on the best location for your nest box, consider: 

Orientation - nest boxes should be protected with the entrance facing 
away from prevailing weather. 

Protection - many mammals prefer nest boxes to be placed among 
dense foliage for protection against predators. 

Shading - nest boxes should be shaded from the midday sun. 

The Brushtail Possum Box 

To stop rain getting in, eaves should overhang by 
110mm to 120mm.  The entry hole (which doesn't 
have to be round) should be located directly under 

Ringtail Possum Box 

Is basically the same design as the brushtail box. It 
is slightly narrower and the entrance hole is 70mm 

Sugar Glider Box 

Although the sugar glider is one of the smaller 
possums, its nest box is quite large. However the 
entry hole (which would probably be a little higher 
up than this diagram illustrates) is only 40 mm 

WILDLIFE RESCUE SOUTH COAST INC 
What you need 
It is important to use a building material that is hardy and provides 
some insulation - without breaking the bank! 

 Timber: You can use any timber you like to make a possum 
nest box except chipboard (which disintegrates rapidly 
outdoors) or treated pine (which is toxic if gnawed on by the 
possum). 12mm plywood or untreated pine is excellent. These 
are reasonably hardy, and not too expensive (try asking for 
cover sheets or seconds). The wood needs to be at least 10mm 
to provide some insulation. 

 Fastenings: Use screws and glue to hold the construction 
together. They will last longer and hold greater weight than 
nails. 

 Something to seal the top edge of the house: Sheet metal, piece 
of aluminum, a rubber flap or piece of old inner tube will work. 

 Drill 

 Saw 

 Wire or chain and a piece of old hose pipe to cover it 

 Heavy gauge flat head nails 

 Flexible metal strip 

Optional extras 
 Small, sturdy branch x 2 
 Sealant and/or UV resistant paint: Choose a colour like dark 

brown or green that blends in with the surrounding bush. 
 Nesting materials: A few handfuls of dead leaves would provide 

comfort and insulation. 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast strongly recommend 
adding a baffle to all nest boxes to provide further 
protection from the weather, predators and pests 
that might take up residence.  

A sturdy length of branch screwed firmly to the 
front of the box (inside and out) under the entrance 
hole is also a preferred extra that will help the 
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How to build your possum nest box 

Box top 
While it is not essential, it is best if you can arrange the top so it can be opened for inspection, but latched closed for protection. 
Fasten the back of the lid with an old inner tube, which provides 'a hinge' and a weatherproof seal. 

To stop rain getting in, eaves should overhang by 110mm to 120mm.  The entry hole (which doesn't have to be round) should be 
located directly under the eaves and be between 110mm to 120mm wide. 

Box bottom 
The bottom of the box should fit inside the four sides and be screwed in from the side. This gives greater strength than if flush 
with the walls and screwed in from the bottom. Drill at least four x 5-7mm holes near the corners for drainage. 

Baffle 
The baffle is a screen that hides the entrance hole from view, which stops direct sunlight entering the box and reduces the effect 
of wind and rain. The baffle also stops Mynas and Starlings from occupying the box, as they will only choose hollows where they 
can fly directly into the hole. 

The baffle is simply a piece of wood, the same width as the front of the possum nest box, with 'arms' to fix it to the box or lid. The 
baffle can be made of any thickness, as its main purpose is to provide screening and it should be large enough to cover at least 
90% of the entrance hole. There are various ways baffles can be attached. As possums may decide to hang on to these and 
have to brush past them every time they enter and exit, make sure they are securely fastened.  

The distance of the baffle from the front of the box (a to b in the diagram above) should be at least equal to the diameter of the 
entry hole. As the possum needs to climb under the baffle, the clearance has to be big enough to let him through. 

Finish 
The wood does not have to be smooth as possums are used to roughing it. However, a good coat of sealant and/or UV resistant 
paint on the exterior will help the box last years longer. Be sure to seal the edges, as that is where the water gets in and damages 
the box. 

Stairs 
A small branch fastened firmly inside and outside under the entrance hole will give the possum something to grab onto while 
entering and exiting his home as well as help juveniles climb in and out. 

Placement and installation 
Ideally, the box should be at least 4 meters from the ground, to provide protection from pests and a bit of privacy. 

The box should face away from prevailing winds and should not face towards the afternoon sun. If it is not possible to avoid both 
the winds and direct sunshine, having a baffle attached will help. 

Hang your nest box using sturdy wire or chain secured to the back of the box. Sheath the wire in old hose pipe to prevent 
damage to the tree. 

Attach the bottom using a flexible metal strip approximately 30 mm from the bottom of the box, and nailed to the tree with a 
couple of heavy gauge flat head nails. Don't drive these nails in all the way, allow for the growth of the tree and the possibility of 
relocating the possum box in the future. 

Moving the possum into his new home 
Don't let the possum near his new home until the paint smell has disappeared. 

If you already have a possum in captivity, let him get used to the box before transferring to the tree. If you are trying to attract a 
possum, you can put some fruit in the box, but remember to take it out before it goes off. Few good homes will remain empty for 
long if there are possums in the area. 

 W I L D L I F E  R E S C U E  S O U T H  C O A S T  I n c  

RESCUE   REHABILITATE  RELEASE 



 

0418 427 214  Illawarra, Southern Highlands and South Coast  Eurobodalla and Sapphire Coasts  0417 238 921 

For more information visit: 
http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/nest-boxes.html or 

http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/build-a-possum-box.html 

Threatened Species Day 
Threatened Species Day is a national day held each year on 7 September to commemorate the death of the 
last remaining Tasmanian tiger (also known as the thylacine) at Hobart Zoo in 1936. It is a time to reflect 
on what happened in the past and how we can protect our threatened species in the future. A day to 
celebrate our success stories and ongoing threatened species recovery work. 

NATIONAL FERAL CAT MANAGEMENT SURVEY 
Did you know? 

Australia has the highest extinction rate of native species 
on earth. The impact of feral cats has been recognised as 
one of the major threats to Australia's native and 
endangered wildlife. In many cases, feral cats could be 
the final threat that causes a species to become extinct. 

This is the first study of its kind. 

Researchers from RMIT University are looking for 
volunteers to participate in a survey that asks questions 
about feral cat management in Australia. The information 
collected will help to generate a better understanding of 
feral cat management across the nation, including how to 
make improvements. 

You can help by participating in this survey. The survey should take around 5 mins. There are no 
identifying questions asked - you will remain anonymous. You will be asked a couple of non-identifying 
demographic questions (e.g., age range, occupation and State/Territory of residence). You are under no 
obligation to answer any questions. 

If you would like to participate in this survey and help with this research please visit the following link - 
https://rmit.au1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_6SArCuGiGitdi6h 
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