
 

0418 427 214  Illawarra, Southern Highlands and South Coast  Eurobodalla and Sapphire Coasts  0417 238 921 
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Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc  
PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541 

    
NPWS Licence No: MWL000100253  |  ABN 49 616 307 526   

 E: info@wildlife-rescue.org.au  |  W: www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 
0418 427 214 Wollongong to Batemans Bay | 0417 238 921 Mogo to Victorian Border 

We would like to wish all a  
Merry and Safe Christmas! 

Please take care on the road and if you do see injured wildlife 
please ring your local wildlife rescue group.  

If you see dead wildlife please stop  
and check for joeys. 

Please Help Us Help Wildlife this Christmas.  
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There is a new page in the bird section  
of the Wildlife Rescue South Coast website  

RAPTORSRAPTORS  
Otherwise known as birds of prey  
Raptors are powerful with very strong beaks and talons (claws) with which they catch their prey. All raptors are 
protected by legislation in Australia and have been since 1971. When identifying different birds of prey look for their 
size; the shape of their wings when gliding; the colour of their legs and feet; the shape of their tail; eye colour; colour 
of crest; face markings and their call when in flight.  

Common problems encountered for raptors are entanglement (barbed wire and fishing netting/lines/hooks), feather 
damage and motor vehicle collisions causing fractures, concussion, head, eye and body trauma. Raptor rescues 
must be done by a trained raptor handler. 

Birds of prey found on the south coast include spectacular soaring Wedge-tailed Eagles, White-bellied Sea Eagles, 
Nankeen Kestrels; Peregrine Falcons; Whistling Kites and Swamp Harriers. As their name suggests, birds of prey 
hunt for live prey, usually vertebrates and sometimes other birds. They have different diet preferences, fish as well 
as lizards, insects and rodents such as mice and rats. 

To learn more about these wonderful birds visit http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/raptors.html 

WRSC Photographers © Wendy MacFarlane, Peggy McDonald and Gavin Swan 

Located under the ‘Home’ tab one of the most popular pages on the Wildlife Rescue South Coast website is 

Become a Volunteer 
We talk about our ‘buddy system’, introductory rescue and telephone training, where we live and mostly importantly 
tell you how to become a Wildlife Rescue South Coast member. To make this easier we have moved the WRSC 
Membership Application form 2014 (Word version) to the top of the ‘Become a member’ column. Simply click on the 
blue text, which will change to green and the cursor changes to a hand to open the application form as a Word 
document. Once the membership application form is open under the Word File tab select ’save as’ to your computer 
so you can fill it in (each family applicant needs to fill out a separate membership form) and email the application 
form(s) with receipt of your payment to payments@wildlife-rescue.org.au. Or you can print the application form(s), fill 
it in and together with payment post it to WRSC.  

NB: Membership depends on your application being accepted by our committee. This happens at either the monthly committee 
meeting or general meeting, if your application is received after these meetings it may not be accepted until the following month. 
There is no committee or general meeting in January. 

Becoming a member does not mean that you will immediately begin independently caring for injured or orphaned animals. We 
offer training courses that will provide you with the knowledge that you will need to have gained before you start on the 
rehabilitation path. But there are many other activities that you can immediately become part of that will directly help our 
vulnerable wildlife. 

Won’t you join us ~ visit http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/become-a-volunteer.html 
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VENOMOUS SNAKE HANDLING COURSE 
29 and 30 November 2014  

With John Mostyn  

The WRSC run Venomous Snake Handling Course turned out to be a 
resounding success. Thanks must go to the John and Tina Mostyn who 
put together a comprehensive and professional training session. A 
huge thank you goes to Ian Usher for the use of his family premise 
when others said ‘SNAKES — no thank you, you are not having it here!!’  

Together Ian and Lindsay Francis organised the ring and generally 
assisted with the day and of course tidied up afterwards. Our 
participants included some newbies to snake handling and others 
refreshing their skills. It is certain however, everyone by Sunday 
afternoon had a renewed respect for our native snakes and also the 
rescue skills to be able to help them out when needed. The class photo 
shows so many big smiles and an obvious sense of achievement. Well 
done to all. 

Jane Mills 
Reptiles, Snakes and Amphibians Co-ordinator 

All photos above & left © WRSC Gavin Swan 
Below © WRSC Sam Joukador  
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What you can do to help wildlife after a bushfire 
Be aware that there may be an increase in the number of native animals around your property that may have been 
forced there by fire in surrounding areas. These animals may be stressed and some may be dangerous, such as snakes.  

There are a number of very positive things that can be done for injured, disorientated or starving animals and birds. 

 People finding an injured native animal or bird should call their local wildlife rescue group/Wildlife Rescue 
South Coast or take the animal to the nearest veterinary surgery. 

 All native animals and birds can scratch and bite quite hard so do not place yourself or others at risk. 

 If you do not feel comfortable or confident of taking an injured native animal or bird to the vets please call 
your local wildlife rescue group/Wildlife Rescue South Coast immediately.  

 Catching and caring properly for native animals and birds should be left to experts.  

There are also a few things that should not be done.  

 To protect the surviving wildlife keep domestic dogs and cats inside or restrained for a few weeks after a 
bushfire.  

 Do not leave food out for animals in natural bushland or burnt-out areas. You might be inadvertently 
discouraging those animals from migrating to safe, unburnt areas.  

 If you feed native animals you're giving them the wildlife equivalent of junk food. Instead of eating a wide 
range of natural foods, they depend on processed seeds, bread and other foods that are not part of their natural 
diet. This can make them very sick. Native animals that expect to be fed by people can become aggressive, 
harassing people for food when they are hungry.  

 They may also lose their ability to forage for natural foods. Think twice before you feed wild animals - a 
moment's pleasure for you may lead to the animal you feed becoming addicted to junk food. 

 If animals are stranded in a small area try not to catch them or corner them as they will feel threatened and 
may be frightened back towards the fire. 

After the emergency has passed consider planting trees and shrubs that attract wildlife.  
Nest boxes are easy to build and can be attached to trees replacing logs and hollows destroyed in the fires. Visit 
http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/nest-boxes.html to learn more about nest boxes and to download our popular 
‘Build a possum box’ brochure. If you live on the south coast to purchase a possum nest box ring 0418 427 214. 
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All photos © WRSC Gavin Swan 

A Wombat Rescue 
Gavin Swan 

As a member of a wildlife group there are rescues, and THEN there are rescues! This was one rescue that will 
live with me forever and I will never forget. 

It was 6:24am in the morning and I got a call for a rescue whilst I was feeding a baby Flying-fox. I passed the 
baby ‘Black’ over to my wife Cherryl and started taking down the details. Janelle the lady who called informed 
me there was a Wombat stuck in the mud in one of her dams. My initial reaction was ‘this is going to get very 
messy!’ I rushed around looking for my waders but couldn’t find them so I grabbed my gumboots and spare 
clothes, jumped in the car and headed off. During the drive I tried to envision what I’d be up against when I got 
there. I pictured myself struggling in the mud with a large cranky wombat that doesn’t want to cooperate. I’ve 
never heard of a wombat getting stuck in the mud before so I’ve never been told how to go about a rescue of this 
nature. 

When I got to the property I was met by Janelle, she then guided 
me on foot up the back to where the wombat was. We got there 
and I was just gob smacked. The poor wombat is lying in the mud 
looking lifeless but then I noticed a laboured breath and realized 
I had to get this wombat out immediately! 

When we did manage to drag the wombat out of the sticky mud, 
our worse fears were then realized.... we had a female with a joey 
in the pouch. How on earth the little joey survived while 
absolutely submerged in sloppy mud still has me wondering to 
this day. Inside of the pouch was just caked with the stuff. I 
turned to Janelle and asked her to take my phone and start 
taking photos as I was sure no one would believe me.  

The joey had more fight than the mother so it a was rush to clean her up, to save 
her first as she had mud all over her face and head where as the mother still had a 
reasonably cleaner face and unblocked airway. You could not just wipe this mud 
off.....it had to be washed off. Luckily there was a horse trough and hose nearby 
where I could do this. Once the joey was cleaned off, Janelle raced her up to house 
to get her warm and grabbed more towels while I was left to clean the mother. 

Now anyone who has ever picked up an adult wombat will know that they are not the lightest animals to carry 
and here I was carrying one caked in mud, on my own, out of a dam and up a hill to where the hose was. All I 
could think of while washing her down was how on earth did she get herself stuck in that mud? Her eyes were 
closed and she was so weak that I originally put her stage down to exhaustion from trying to free herself. 

Janelle returned with more towels as well as her two teenage kids. They too were brilliant in helping with this 
rescue. Janelle’s daughter Chantelle had the little one wrapped up. I said to her “You only have one job to 
do...and that is to keep that little one warm”. Being a teenage girl with a love for animals, I wasn’t going to 
have any argument there. As it was, Chantelle had to ring the RSPCA to say she would be a little bit late for 
work experience and she had the best excuse in the world. Janelle’s son took over towelling the mother wombat 
down while I made phone calls for expert advice. Lyn guided me through this one as Shirley had her hands full 
with a house full of joeys. 

Lyn knew I had to get the mother warm and rested somewhere that was safe and out of the sun. Janelle offered 
up an empty horse stable. It was perfect as it was about 60m from the wombat’s burrow so the mother could get 
back there once she became well. When we got her in the stable we laid her on a blanket and allowed the little 
one to go back into the pouch. The best possible outcome would be to keep both together and when the mother 
was feeling better she could return to her burrow. We knew she was going to be in the stable for a fair while so 
Janelle the property owner kept hourly checks and was to call me if there was any change. At one stage Mum 
Wombat did move herself a little way off the blanket. 
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An update from Glenbog  
www.theglengogblog.wordpress.com  

https://www.facebook.com/TheGlenbogBlog. 

Daniel Tuan (Senior Manager of Forestry 
Corporation South), Peter Kambouris (Forestry’s 
Senior Ecologist) and Amba Addinsall met with us in 
a new compartment to be logged within Glenbog SF.  

They have agreed to draft operational guidelines to manage 
wombat burrows to be trialled in the  new compartment, 
as per email below: 

Dear Marie and Ray, 

Thank you for meeting me on 24 October and again taking the time for a field inspection with myself, Peter Kambouris and Amba Addinsall 
on 13 November.   It was good to hear your concerns related to wombats in Glenbog State forest and to discuss the unique situation where 
rehabilitated wombats are released into the forest.  From the meetings I agreed to draft an operational guideline for managing wombat burrows 
to be trialled in Compartments 2331 and 2332 Glenbog State forest where there is higher soil compaction, namely at log dumps, adjacent to 
existing roads and at new road locations.   

Again thank you for your positive approach to finding a practical and deliverable outcome on this issue.  I will be in touch when we have draft 
guidelines to share. 

Regards, Daniel 

Daniel Tuan brought up the issue with the Forestry Corporation’s Board members and admitted that many of the Board 
members believe the wombats can dig themselves out, a belief originated from the Agriculture industry, (a misinformed 
myth). The draft will take a few months to process.  

Marie and Ray Wynan 

A Wombat Rescue Continued……. 

Unfortunately there was a major change and it wasn’t good. Janelle asked me to come back. This time I took 
Shirley’s husband Peter with me. On the way Peter told me that in 3o years of doing wombats, never has he 
heard of one getting itself stuck in the mud. They are smarter than that. The question was still why did she 
end up in that predicament? 

Mother wombat’s behaviour had changed so much from when I left 
her there looking weak and tired in the morning to something 
more neurological in the evening. It was something that Peter had 
not even seen. We believe now that the mother had sustained a 
head injury of some sort. Car, horse kick, cow kick, or something 
else, we will never know. What ever the brain injury was from, it 
caused her to become disorientated to the point where she 
unknowingly walked into the mud which was not far from her 
burrow. Unfortunately that injury and neurological state would be 
her demise and she is no longer with us. 

The little joey, a 1500 gram girl named “Mudsey” is now in 
excellent care with Lyn up in Kangaroo Valley, where she is 
buddied up with another little one her size. I look forward to 
seeing her again as she grows. She is the most beautiful little 
thing and this is one wombat and rescue I’ll never forget. 

This was just as much Janelle’s and her kids’ rescue as it was mine. Without all of their help on the day it 
would have been very different and extremely difficult on my own. It wasn’t just one wombat that needed 
rescuing….it was two. I can not thank that family enough. One they called WRSC and two they did everything 
I asked of them on the day without any fuss. They were brilliant. They just got in and helped. A big thanks also 
to Lyn, Brian, Peter and Shirley for their guidance in getting me through this rescue. Their expertise and 
knowledge of wombats is second to none!  
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Trapped kangaroo suffers horrible death  
By ADAM WRIGHT  
Nov. 20, 2014, 5:25 p.m. 

APPALLED: Wildlife Rescue South Coast volunteer Dusty Jones with the animal trap and part of the foot of a kangaroo that was caught. 

A KANGAROO caught in an animal trap at Worrigee had to be put down on Wednesday night. 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast volunteer Dusty Jones said it was the worst case of animal cruelty he had seen in many 
years. “This trap was still attached to the foot of the young kangaroo but the damage had caused its foot to rot off. 
“The roo was in such distress I couldn’t believe anyone could be so cruel.” Mr Jones was told by residents they had 
seen the injured animal trying to hop around two weeks beforehand. “Animal traps are very cruel things and this is 
about the fourth one I’ve come across in the last few years. 
“I would like to invite the owner of this trap to contact me because I would like to return it to a part of his anatomy,” 
Mr Jones said. 

South Coast Register 

facebook sites that may interest... 

https://www.facebook.com/kangaroopatch https://www.facebook.com/Farsouthcoastbirdwatchers 

Kangaroo Patch 
Community 

On our little kangaroo patch we 
rescue and raise orphaned joeys 
with the help of our group Wildlife 
Rescue South Coast. 

Far South Coast Birdwatchers Inc 
Community 

A group of Birdwatchers who meet regularly, 
have field trips, and produce a bi-monthly 
newsletter. 
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The Rainbow Serpent  
Dreamtime Legends  

(Kabul the carpet snake - the Noonuccal tribe's symbol for the Rainbow Serpent)  

Now Biami, he a real good fella. He jump up high in the sky and smile down the land. The sky lit up from his smile and 
we, his children, saw colour and shadow.  
And that warm sun spirit saw himself  in the shining waters. The pine trees, they burst into flower. That's his way of  
telling us its time to hunt the big mullet fish.  
And when the wild hop trees bloom, that's his way to tell us the oysters are fat on the shores of  our great sea spirit 
Quandamooka.  
Grow strong, Kabul , come back to your children, the mountains, the trees and our father the sky.  
Come, bring us your birds of  many colours.  
Come back to your rivers rushing to Quandamooka.  
Come back to your teeming fish of  a thousand colours and shapes.  
Kabul is the mother of  us all. She is the spirit of  the land – all its beauty, all its colour.  
But there are those who see no colour, who will not feel the beauty of  this land – who wish only to destroy the mother 
and themselves.  
Their eyes are open, but they do not see…  
Kabul , bring back the fire of  knowledge to your children.  
Like the fire of  that pretty stone in the ground.  
The one you call opal.  
The colours of  the rainbow, the colours of  life itself…  
Yes it is good for all people to dream of  places which are beautiful to them.  
Of  the waters where they sail their boats and canoes.  
And now it seems that with all our great machines we can travel almost anywhere.  
We can travel across the land at great speed.  
And, for some, the city with its bright lights and the music and dancing of  a modern world.  
There is almost nothing mankind cannot do.  
We can hover or swoop in the air.  
We can do all these things with the land.  
Good reason to protect it.  
But where would we ask our machines to take us?  
They have no spirit or feelings of  their own.  
Only we can guide them to the places that have meaning for us.  
That is why, like my ancestors before me, I will always come back to this place to share the feelings of  the land with 
all living things.  
I belong here where the spirit of  the Earth Mother is strong in the land and in me.  
Take time you earth fullas.  
Let the spirit of  this mighty land touch you as it touches my people.  
The water is good. It carries the strength of  Kabul .  
Now I am rested and ready for my own journey into the world.  
Have I helped you rest on your way?  
Perhaps soon, in all our travels, we will see Kabul in the places she has made.  
Perhaps she will come again when the spirits of men and the spirit of this land are once more together as one.  

This 4 month kelpie was taped in a cardboard box before being dumped in an overnight chute in early November. 

This is animal abuse!  
Please do not dump your unwanted dog, cat and/or kitten(s) and especially do not abandon domestic animals in 

National Parks where they can become a risk to our native wildlife.   

Contact the RSPCA or a domestic animal rescue organisation to rehome your unwanted pets. 
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SPECIES CO-ORDINATORS  

 
Birds North 
(Wollongong, Southern Highlands, 
Kiama, Nowra) 
Judy Bailey ....................... 4423 2295 

0407 946 173 
judith.bailey4@bigpond.com 

Birds South 
(Bay and Basin, Sussex, Batemans 
Bay, Moruya, Southern Tablelands) 
Jenny Packwood ........... 0418 497 345 

packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Flying Foxes and Microbats 

Gerry Hawkins ............. 0414 931 452 
batsgalore@shoalhaven.net.au  

Macropods 

Kim Goodsell ................... 4422 4453 
0488 996 604 

kimgoodsell.kg@gmail.com 

Possums and Gliders 

Debbie Colbert ................. 4441 5948 
0403 305 948 

colbertd@westnet.com.au 

 
Raptors  

Jenny Packwood ........... 0418 497 345 

packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Reptiles, Snakes and Amphibians 

Jane Mills ......................... 4421 7883 
0407 297 264 

janemills@shoalhaven.net.au 

Small Mammals and Echidnas 

Judy Bailey ....................... 4423 2295 
0407 946 173 

judith.bailey4@bigpond.com 

Threatened Species 

Jenny Packwood ........... 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Wombats 

Shirley Lack ..................... 4443 4877 
0438 434 877 

babywombats@bigpond.com 

 

Co-Ord in Training 
Lyn Obern...................  0432 346 641 

lynobern@bigpond.com 

Before you complain about 

us being a nuisance,  

remember you destroyed 

our habitat to build your 

own…. 

 Ringtails © WRSC Debbie Colbert 
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Kerstin, Woody and new member Sam Joukador at Bowral 
Markets. Have your photo taken with Kerstin and/or Woody at 
the markets, and to be in the next Newsletter send them to: 

info@wildlife-rescue.org.au  
or post them to  

PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541  
Bowral Markets are every 2nd Saturday of the month, 

8am to 1pm.  

Kerstin, Woody and Sam are proudly displaying their WRSC 
membership by getting their embroidered logo shirts from: 

Flinders Work Wear 
Unit 9, 5 Flinders Rd, South Nowra. 

Peggy McDonald Fitzroy Falls 

Rhianon Poland Barrack Heights 

Angela Albrecht Shellharbour  

Aleesha Poidevin Barrack Heights 

Gillian Firth Jamberoo 

John Bennett Jamberoo 

Carla Jackett Bellawongarah 

Jackie Askew Bawley Point 

Rhonda Parker, Small Mammals and Echidna Co-
ordinator, hasn’t been quite herself lately so is 
recovering over the summer months with lots of bed 
rest. Hopefully her husband Bill, who was a 
committee member will look after Rhonda to the 
best of his ability and she will soon be back on her 
feet in no time. Judy Bailey has offered to help 
Rhonda out and will be assisting in the role of 
Small Mammals and Echidna Co-ordinator until 
Rhonda is ready to fully resume this role again.  

Hope you are feeling better soon 
Rhonda! 

 

Margaret Barnaby Beaumont 
Total members      287 
Total carers           152 

https://wildgifts.bushheritage.org.au/ 

‘Be Frog Friendly’ and the 2015 calendar featured 

in the December   

‘About …...Our Bay & Basin’ Magazine  
http://aboutbayandbasin.org/about_1.html 
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Animal Data Management - WildMan 
 

It has been a long time coming, but we are now making rapid progress with the implementation of an 
online data base recording and reporting facility. 

Our thanks go to the Long Grass Nature Refuge (QLD) which has made the web based Wildlife 
Administration System, known as WildMan, available to wildlife rescue and rehabilitation groups. 

The WildMan application allows us to record detailed information about each animal which comes into 
care including the reason for coming into care, their progress and the final outcome for the animal. It is 
anticipated that this will enable us to more readily produce the statistics which are required to be 
reported to NPWS. More importantly, it will give us some ‘hands on’ information  which will enable us to 
better manage our animals, buddy them with similar animals, monitor the progress of those in longer 
term care etc. 

I would like to thank Peter Richards from Longrass for his assistance in installing and supporting our 
implementation. Also thanks go to Steve and Lynne Amesbury who assisted with some of the initial 
installation and analysis tasks. It is hoped that Lynne’s current role of ‘statistics officer’ will be 
significantly enhanced, as she has been an ‘unsung hero’ for many years -spending many long hours, days 
and nights trawling through the information which has previously been supplied to her in all sorts of 
ways. 

Our initial plan is to have our animal coordinators use the system to record the animals which are under 
their scope, and to this end some of our coordinators have already commenced recording information. 
Thanks to Jane Mills, Marie Wynan and Debbie Colbert for their input and to Saskia Macey, Shannon 
Thompson and Danie Ondinea for their assistance with data entry. 

In a perfect world, each carer would be encouraged to enter their own animal data, and maintain their 
records, which could then be ‘overseen’ by the relevant coordinator as required. However, our world is far 
from perfect so we will need to come up with a ‘best fit’ solution which will accommodate the needs and 
capabilities of our carers, their varying skills, facilities and the all-important ‘time’ factor. 

For example: 
 Those who have no access to a computer will be asked to continue to report their animal details to 

their coordinator in the same way they have always been required. (arrangements will be made to 
have your data entered) 

 Some members, who have access to a computer, might be prepared to enter their own data, or to 
assist other members with their data entry. Please email info@wildlife-rescue.org.au if you would 
like to know more, or to volunteer. 

As with all new systems, I expect that there will be some challenges along the way, but I hope that you 
will agree that this will enable us to improve our knowledge of the animals we have in care, and may 
assist us to better manage our animals and our resources. I’m sure you will be interested to see some of 
your results in future newsletters. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and assistance 
Joy Weatherall 

Data Base Administrator 
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©Michael Snedic 

SPECIES CO-ORDINATORS 

 
Macropods 
Far South Coast 
Marie Wynan .................. 6454 6257 

wynan@activ8.net.au 

Southern Highlands and Tablelands  
Kerstin Schweth ............. 4885 2008 

0413 768 656 
kerstin.schweth@gmail.com 

Possums and Gliders 
Far South Coast 
Kathy Mincher  .................. 6493 5639 

0407 173 305 

Wombats 
Far South Coast 
Marie Wynan  ................................. 6454 6257 

wynan@activ8.net.au 
 

REGIONAL CO-ORDINATORS 
Far South Coast 
Ray Alcock ....................................... 6493 0357 

    0427 688 850 
FSC@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

Southern Highlands and Tablelands  
Richard Woodman  
(Woody) .......................................... 4885 2008 

  0412 002 400 
richard.woodman7000@gmail.com 

‘Looking at Birds on the 
Far South Coast NSW. ’ 

Contains 132 pages featuring 194 colour 
photographs of  birds found on the Far 
South Coast. The text will suit all ages, 
describing what the birds might be doing. 

Contact  
Far South Coast Birdwatchers Inc. 

Email: fscbirds@bigpond.com 
Phone: 6495 7390 or 6495 6592 

Cost is $18 which includes postage 

Photography Tip 
Watch Your Background 

 
Over the years, I have judged thousands upon thousands of images in 
photography competitions. There have been many potentially great shots that 
have been ruined by busy or distracting backgrounds. No matter how amazing 
the main subject that you are photographing is, a background that competes 
with it can be quite annoying and difficult to turn your eyes away from. 

Whether you are photographing wildlife, macro or even people, it is important 
to be aware of the background behind the image at the time of shooting. It is 
easy to be totally engrossed in a subject, waiting for that particular wildlife 
behaviour or the correct lighting conditions and then completely miss the 
distracting background behind it. If you notice any distractions, in many cases 
the problem can be easily solved. By simply moving slightly left or right, you 
can often find a natural, blurred-out background to use as a backdrop. 

Another way to blur out a background is to use a wider aperture (larger 
opening, smaller number). A bird photographed at f4 will have a much nicer 
background that one at f11. 

Michael Snedic is one of Australia’s most accomplished wildlife and nature 
photographers. He has been photographing across Australia for the past 18 years 
and he has loved every minute of it. Michael is also a highly experienced, 
professional photography tutor, especially in digital photography. 

Michael loves sharing his images and photographic knowledge and gave Jane 
permission to share his tips with Wildlife Rescue South Coast members for the 
2016 calendar photo competition. Michael also hopes you enjoy browsing his 
website http://michaelsnedic.com/ and reading his Newsletters. 
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WRSC Christmas Party 

7 December 2014 
Photos © Cathy and Sam Joukador 
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Meet Australia's 'wombat grandmother' who turned her home into an 
animal sanctuary and spent three decades fostering orphaned marsupials 
By Sarah Gordon for MailOnline  
Published: 21:42 AEST, 10 November 2014 | Updated: 21:50 AEST, 10 November 2014  

Shirley Lack is a foster mother with a difference. 

The New South Wales native has spent three decades taking in injured and orphaned wombats, turning her 
home into a wildlife sanctuary. The carer has been getting up twice a night, almost every night for 30 years, 
to bottle-feed baby wombats, often orphaned in vehicle collisions on Australia's streets. Creating both 
indoor and outdoor enclosures at her home, Mrs Lack often has more than a dozen wombats under her 
watch. 

Fellow wildlife carer June Frew said: 'She is just full-on with it. Her heart is so much in it, she's constantly 
on the go with them as well, as well as her own life. She has up to 12 to 15 wombats sometimes, or more, 
at a time because she just has that knack with them as well.’ 

Mrs Lack says she has often thought about giving up the time-consuming hobby, but has never managed to 
turn her back on wombats. 'I always say "ah you know, I've had enough, I'm not doing it any more", and 
then somebody brings you a wombat and what can you do? It's just what happens.' 

With help from her husband, Peter, Mrs Lack has cared for hundreds of wombats over three decades. Peter 
Lack said he is very proud of his wife for caring for the animals when nobody else will take them in. When 
the wombats are big enough, they move from the living room to the outside nursery. There the care 
continues, including bottle-feeding. 
Read more:  
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2828456/Meet-Australia-s-wombat-grandmother-turned-home-animal-sanctuary.html 
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Reproduced with permission from FNPW PAWS Spring Newsletter http://www.fnpw.org.au/PDFS/2014PAWSspring.pdf  

In 2014 the Foundation for National Parks and 
Wildlife committed $15,000 to the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service (NPWS) to help protect the 
Coomonderry Swamp and its rare fauna and flora. 
Coomonderry Swamp is located in southern New South 
Wales near the popular holiday town of Shoalhaven Heads. 

Coomonderry Swamp is the largest coastal freshwater wetland 
on the New South Wales south coast. About one third of the 
wetland is in the Seven Mile Beach National Park and the rest 
of the swamp is found within the properties of neighbouring 
landowners. Involvement of local landowners and the 
community is an important aspect of the project. 

There are several threatened, ecologically significant 
communities within Coomonderry Swamp.  These  include 
the Coastal Freshwater Endangered Ecological Community, 
Swamp Sclerophyll Forest Endangered Ecological Community 
and Swamp Oak Floodplain Forest. Coomonderry Swamp 
is also home to populations of the endangered Australasian 
Bittern and the Green and Golden Bell Frog. 

The Green and Golden Bell Frog population was once 
considered secure at Coomonderry Swamp however numbers 
appear to be declining due to the Chytrid fungus, introduced 
fish and water drainage. A similar decline has also been noted 
nationally for the Australasian Bittern largely as a result of 
swamp areas being drained and cleared across its range. 

It is important to gain knowledge of the current status of these 
threatened wetland species  and  develop  and  implement 
habitat management strategies to improve their future 
prospects. This is what the project funded by the Foundation 
aims to achieve at Coomonderry Swamp. 

Two  rare animals that use the swamp for breeding; the Australasian 
Bittern and the Green and Golden Bell Frog.  
Photo left: rawshorty (Flickr) Photo right: Will Brown. 

The project will assess the current status of the 
endangered animals in the national park, and with 
the agreement of neighbouring landholders, on 
adjacent lands. Several targeted surveys, particularly 
population census and potential or actual breeding site 
monitoring will be carried out following suitable rain 
events. Identifying these important sites within the 
wetland will inform the habitat enhancement works. 
Habitat improvements will begin by surveying and 
recording weeds of national significance and other 
invasive weeds in the area. Significant weed 
infestations will be targeted and removed with the 
agreement of local landholders. Some of the weeds 
found in the wetland area include willows, exotic vines 
such as Moth Vine and grasses, Lantana, Blackberry and 
Bitou Bush. Removing noxious weeds will improve the 
health of breeding sites for local frog species including the 
Green and Golden Bell Frog. It will also improve the 
habitat for a range of other animals. 
The project will invite landholders and other interest 
groups to participate in the animal surveys and 
restoration activities and impart local knowledge and 
recommendations for improving the wetland habitat. 
Coomonderry Swamp is highly regarded in the local 
community for its irreplaceable natural values and fresh 
water resources. The community will be informed about 
the project through media releases and a community 
field day will be held later in the project. On the field 
day, locals will be able to see and discuss the project 
results and gain a better understanding of the 
conservation issues facing the swamp and how best to 
manage them. They will be shown around the site and 
encouraged to help secure the future of this wetland and 
the plants and animals who call it home.  

Getting stuck into the field surveys. Photo supplied by NPWS. 
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2014/2015 COMMITTEE 

President 

Jo Evans ........................................... 0411 500 621 
jevans@accsoft.com.au 

Vice President 
Dusty Jones ...................................... 0423 958 059 

snakeremovals@live.com 

Treasurer 
Joy Weatherall ........................................ 4443 3272 

0417 677 917 
noddysview@bigpond.com 

Secretary  
Lindsay Francis ................................ 0417 228 478 

lindsayfrancis@hotmail.com 

 
General Committee  

Debbie Colbert  ..................................... 4441 5948 
0403 305 948 

colbertd@westnet.com.au 

Kim Goodsell ........................................ 4422 4453 
0488 996 604 

kimgoodsell.kg@gmail.com 

Nikki Hunter ...................................... 0450 077 747 
n.e.hunter@hotmail.com 

Jenny Packwood ................................ 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Richard Woodman  
(Woody) .................................................. 4885 2008 

0412 002 400 
richard.woodman7000@gmail.com 

Steve Amesbury has resigned as WRSC Webmaster. We 

thank Steve for the years he devoted in creating and 

maintaining the website as well as solving the many 

technical problems associated with web programming and 

programmes. We wish Steve the best in his other ventures 

especially the ‘Don’t shoot bats’ campaign.   

About…..our Bay and Basin magazine 

Australian Raptor Care Centre 

Bay View Holiday Rental 

Bendigo Bank 

Bosco Accounting 

Bunnings 

Cambewarra General Store and PO 

Cartoscope Pty Ltd 

Dix Electrical 

Highlife Magazine 

Jervis Bay Automotive 

Jolly Olly’s Discount Store 

Kangaroo Valley Fudge House and Ice 
Creamery 

Lady Denman Museum 

Long Grass Systems 

Nowra Farmers Market 

NSW Police 

OEH—National Parks and Wildlife Services 

OEH—GVESHO 

Potoroo Palace 

Radio 2ST 

Sanctuary Point Pharmacy 

Shoalhaven Antennas 

Shoalhaven Commercial Printers 

Shoalhaven Zoo 

Shoalnet    

South Coast Register 

The groups that invite us to give talks 

The schools that invite us to their fairs 

The various Councils that invite us to display 
our information stalls 

The vets that treat our rescued wildlife 

Well Done International 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc would also like to thank the following for their 
support through 2014 and hope that our association together continues in 2015. 
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The Wildlife Rescue App  

Please don’t leave home without it this Christmas  

Wildlife Rescue App, a free mobile phone application - the first of its kind in 
Australia - aims to empower people by putting them in direct contact with the 
nearest rescue organisation in NSW, at the touch of a button. Downloading and 
using this simple, yet effective App is an easy and direct way to help our native 
wildlife. 

The Wildlife Rescue App is available on the Apple Store and the Android 
Market, or alternatively you can type this URL directly on to your mobile 
phone’s browser: wildliferescue.ifaw.org 

Anstiss, Wayne and Jenny 

Becher, Eril 

Benson, Greg 

Boswell, Craig 

Bromage, John 

Brunker, Brett 

Buttenshaw, Renee 

Cafe Pirouette 

Callala Bayside Realty Pty Ltd 

Callala Beach Progress Association 

Callala Beach RSL Country Club 

Carter, Suzanne 

Cassimaty, Sarah 

Clague, Denise 

Collins, Anne 

Conti, V 

Crichton, Mary 

Cross, Elizabeth 

Csengodi, Lia 

Culburra Bowling and Recreation Club 

Ltd 

Cunio, Lauren 

Currarong Bowling and Recreation 

Club Ltd 

Currarong Progress Association Inc 

Dixon, Roy 

Druce DP 

Dynamic Cleaning Solutions Pty Ltd 

Endeavour Energy 

Eyre, Elizabeth 

Fowler, Christine 

Gascoine, Jane 

Hanke, Nathaly 

Healey, Erin 

High Tails Lodge 

Holmes, Malcolm 

Jervis Bay Baptist Church Ladies 

Fellowship 

Jessup, G. 

Kangaroo Valley Glenmack Caravan 

Park 

Kluve, Rose 

Kreature, Karen 

Latta, Di 

Lynch Civil Contractors 

Malyon, Teresa and Howard 

Martin, Steve and Kerry 

McMichael, Robin 

Mignon, Vanessa 

Milk Factory Gallery 

Milton Ulladulla Dog Training 

Moorecroft, Richard 

Morgan, Dorothy Ada (Estate) 

Nemec, Karen  

Noble, Warwick 

Paperbark Camp 

Pearson, R 

Phyllis 

Polverino, David 

Potts, Raymond 

Prestige Auto Traders 

Robillard, Vince 

Sandra 

Shoalhaven Ex‐Servicemenʹs Club 

Smith, Elaine 

Snalam, Linda 

Spendley, Timea and Phillip 

Steve 

Stuart Merlene 

Su Jue, Jade 

Tathra Uniting Church Op Shop 

The Huskisson on Jervis Bay 

Thompson, Shannon 

Tindall, Colin 

Vine, Kirsten 

Wakeham, Salena 

Weatherall, Joy; 

Wilson, Warren and Cozijn, Yolanda 

Yeomans, Lorraine 

Plus  the  numerous  MOPs  who  put 

money in our donation boxes at events. 

There is still time to buy the 
WRSC 2015 calendar  

before Christmas 
Featuring a different native animal from Wildlife Rescue 
South Coast licensed NPWS area, each month also has 
a large, clear area for you to jot down those important 

events and times.  

Selling for $10 each* all profits go directly to Wildlife 
Rescue South Coast Inc.  

Buy yours NOW as they are selling fast! 
Visit http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/ to order and pay by PayPal or credit card. 

*Postage is separate cost. 

A very special  ‘thank you’ to the following for their generous donations this year 
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It is time to find and dust off  the digital camera sitting in the cupboard for 
the  

2016 Calendar Competition! 
Your photo of  a native animal found in the WRSC NPWS licenced area could 

be the next star on the calendar cover and/or a monthly page. 

Your photo could also end up on the world wide web 
 WRSC Terms and Conditions for their 2016 Calendar: 

 Entry is open to all members of Wildlife Rescue South Coast 

 All entries become the property of Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc to be used for publicity, education and fundraising purposes 

 The competition concludes on Sunday 15 March 2015 at 23:59 (AEDT). 

 To enter participants must send images of wildlife found within the WRSC NPWS licenced area. These must be at least 1MB or 
more, of a good resolution (able to be printed to an A4 size) and sent as a JPEG file.  

 Photos are not to have been ‘photoshopped’ or artificially modified.  

 Participants can enter as many wildlife images as they like 

 Entries can be emailed to info@wildlife-rescue.org.au. Compressed or reduced size images will be accepted provided a full size file 
follows by mail 

 Please name or label your entries completely: preferred standard is to name the photo jpeg picture with your name followed by 
animal name to insure that information travels easily with the image eg: joevanswallaroo.jpg. If you cannot manage that then please 
ensure information is correctly conveyed with the photos.  

 CDs and USB Memory sticks can be posted to: 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast 

PO Box 666 NOWRA NSW 2541 

 The entries will be judged initially by the WRSC Committee on 1 April 2015 

 Members will vote on the final entries at the WRSC General Meeting held 8 April 2015.  

 The WRSC Calendar editorial team reserves the right to consider suitable replacement images if there are any print reproduction 
issues 

NB: Flash photography reduces the file size, change your camera setting from basic to fine to increase the resolution quality  

What are you waiting for now - Christmas? 
The Wildlife Rescue South Coast Newsletter is available to download on the home page of the website usually by the 
second Tuesday of every month. As there is no January committee or general  meeting there also won’t be a January 

Newsletter. We wish you a safe start to 2015.  

Missed any 2014 Newsletters? 

http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/newsletter-archives.html  

R
A

PTO
R

S

R
A

PTO
R

S
  


	December 2014
	Merry and Safe Christmas
	Please Help Us Help Wildlife

	Wildlife Rescue South Coast website
	Birds of prey
	Become a Volunteer

	VENOMOUS SNAKE HANDLING COURSE
	What you can do to help wildlife after a bushfire
	A Wombat Rescue
	A Wombat Rescue Continued…….
	An update from Glenbog
	Trapped kangaroo suffers horrible death
	facebook sites
	The Rainbow Serpent
	This is animal abuse!
	SPECIES CO-ORDINATORS
	Before you complain aboutus being a nuisance,
	New members
	Rhonda Parker,
	December ‘About …...Our Bay & Basin’ Magazine
	bushheritage
	BowralMarkets
	Flinders Work Wear
	Animal Data Management - WildMan
	Photography Tip
	Looking at Birds on theFar South Coast NSW.
	SPECIES CO-ORDINATORS
	REGIONAL CO-ORDINATORS
	WRSC Christmas Party
	wombat grandmother'
	Coomonderry Swamp
	Steve Amesbury
	Thank You
	2014/2015 COMMITTEE
	General Committee
	Special ‘thank you’
	The Wildlife Rescue App
	WRSC 2015 calendar
	2016 Calendar Competition!
	Missed any 2014 Newsletters?

