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Thank you  
for helping us help Wildlife 

throughout 2016…. 
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W ildlife Rescue South Coast operate a 24/7 emergency mobile phone service where members of the public can report any 
injured or orphaned native wildlife direct to our volunteers.  

Over the summer months the most common reasons for wildlife to be injured or orphaned are: 

   Collision with motor vehicles  

   Unusual weather conditions eg extremely high temperature days, bushfires and floods 

   Entanglement with barbed wire, fruit netting, fishing line etc. 

   Attacks by domestic cats and dogs or the growing number of feral animals including abandoned ‘pets’. 

During the spring months of 2016 (September, October and November) the Eastern Seaboard of Australia had already 
experienced bushfires, floods, snow in the alps, severe supercell thunderstorms and hailstorms which destroyed crops & orchards 
as well as swinging temperature changes. 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast recorded the following increase of calls in our northern & southern regions:   

August Central  468 FSC  129 

September Central  665 FSC  132 

October Central  1100 FSC  176 

October had an average of 35 incoming calls per day, therefore it can be assumed at least 35 calls were made out from the 
rostered telephone volunteer’s mobile, though 70 calls would be more likely as it is usually difficult to immediately find a 
rescuer in the required location. Wildlife Rescue South Coast cannot operate to the extent it does without the dedication of the 
volunteers who are the ‘voice’ of our organisation. Thank you to all who man the rescue phone lines, thank you for your time 
and reliability. 

The above telephone statistics do not include the calls for help whether it be for rescue or rehabilitation that go direct to some of 
our volunteers, mainly our specially trained members who are well known not just in the area but by other wildlife organisations 
ie vaccinated bat carers, venomous snake handlers as well as avian specialists for seabirds and raptors. 

November saw the Shoalhaven Bat Clinic (which operates under the WRSC licence) inundated with orphaned baby flying foxes 
that had fallen out of trees.  

A renowned flying fox expert Ecologist Dr Peggy Eby said the discovery of dead baby flying foxes along the east coast of 
Australia was the result of dwindling habitat and an acute food shortage. Dr Eby said the deaths were taking place in Bundaberg, 
Queensland and all the way south into Melbourne, Victoria and that there were a number of contributing factors. 

Loss of habitat because of coastal development, land clearing practices in rural areas and the recent strong El Nino weather 
pattern had left the flying foxes without enough food. As a result the flying fox mothers then reduced the amount of milk 
produced to the point that the young starve. Baby flying foxes hang on to their mothers for the first several weeks of life, even 
when she flies from the roost at night in search of food. Without enough food or strength to hold on the baby flying foxes ‘fall 
off’ so hundreds of baby flying foxes have been found under trees all along the Eastern Seaboard. 

Gerry Hawkins (WRSC Flying Fox Co-ordinator) believes the Batemans Bay dispersal earlier this year could be a reason why 
there has been such a major increase of orphaned babies in the South Coast region. There were a lot of pregnant females in the 
Batemans Bay dispersal who were moved on as far as they could go in their state of pregnancy. 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast do not have the telephone statistics for November yet but we recognise our rescue phone operators 
struggled to cope with the flood of calls regarding flying fox babies so again we thank all the volunteers who manned the rescue 
phone lines in what can only be described as an unseasonal ‘hectic’ month. The call for help went out especially for extra hands 
to cope with the everyday chores of cleaning aviaries and cutting fruit at the Bat Clinic while the vaccinated carers tried to not 
only rescue the surviving orphaned flying fox babies but cope with the 2 hourly feeds needed back at the clinic. A very special 
thank you to all who rallied in whatever way they could to lend a hand with this disaster. 

Orphans in care © WRSC members Janine, Wendy & Fiona 
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Please help us this summer…. 

The school holidays are about to start, summer holiday makers have already headed to the south coast ahead of the annual 
Christmas rush so we ask you, your family, friends and anyone else you know to: 

Please help us reduce roadkill…. 

   Never throw food or any litter out of your car, it attracts animals/birds to roadsides and also is illegal so can attract a fine 

   Ensure you keep your car windows clean and clear as this gives you the best chance of spotting an animal in time to take 
evasive action 

   Drive slower especially from dusk to dawn and around corners   

   Drive with your headlights on high beam at 80 km/h (remember to dip them for oncoming vehicles) or 60 

km/h with your headlights on low beam where wildlife are likely to be. These roads often have wildlife 
signage  

   If you do hit an animal, stop but only if it is safe to do so  

   ‘Peep in the pouch’ if a female marsupial 

Please help us help wildlife….  

   Put Wildlife Rescue South Coast 24/7 rescue number into your mobile contacts 

   Please do not put yourself or others including your pets in a position of danger or risk of injury 

   Please do not touch flying foxes or attempt to harm/kill snakes  

   Buy and use wildlife friendly netting 

   Use Council provided TAngler fishing line recovery bins (as seen in right photo) to dispose of your 

discarded line, sinkers and hooks  

   Keep your cats safe inside and your dogs restricted at night  

   Please ring us sooner rather than later as injured and orphaned wildlife need special treatment 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast would like to thank Cartoscope Pty Ltd for their 
continued sponsorship in advertising our 24/7 rescue phone numbers throughout 
their NSW South Eastern Coastal maps…. 
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Email addresses……. 
committee@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
fsc@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
info@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
membership@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
newsletter@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
payments@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
president@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
secretary@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
treasurer@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

Donations can be made to……. 
BSB 641 800 
Account 200469788 
Name Wildlife Rescue Fund 

or 

PayPal & credit card via the website 
* $2 or more are tax deductible 

Facebook page…….. 
www.facebook.com/Wildlife.Rescue.SC 

Website…….. 
www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 

  The 2016/17 Committee…. 
President 

Richard Woodman (Woody) 

Vice President 
Dusty Jones 

Treasurer 
Vikki Dooper 

Secretary 
Jenny Packwood 

Committee Members 

Margaret Barnaby 

Debbie Colbert  

Kim Goodsell 

Sam Jaye 

Marlene Vial  

NB: There is no January Committee or 
general meeting. The first  general 
meeting for 2017 is Wednesday 8 
February  at 7pm in the  Shoalhaven 
Library meeting room, Nowra. 

ARE YOU READY FOR 2017? 
No, then why not buy the Wildlife Rescue 
South Coast 2017 calendar to jot down all 
your and our events to attend throughout the 
new year!  

Our calendar is also the perfect Kris Kringle 
Christmas present as it still costs a reasonable 
$10 (plus postage if required) and it is a 
wonderful way to help us help wildlife as all 
profits go to Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. 

You can buy the calendar at the various 
markets and events WRSC attend throughout 
the Illawarra, Shoalhaven and South Coast or 
at the many and varied stockists  

If all else fails then visit the website home page 
www.wildlife-rescue.org.au and click on the 
calendar cover. We accept PayPal or credit card 
as it is fast and secure.  

Or order and pay by direct transfer, just email 
payments@wildlife-rescue.org.au  

NB: All photos in our calendars are taken by 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast members. The 
graphics with accompanying text were also 
compiled by some of our more experienced 
volunteers before the calendar was 
professionally printed locally. 
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 Bermagui Markets 

 Bomaderry Veterinary Hospital 

 Bosco Accounting  

 Kangaroo Valley Bakehouse 

 Merimbula Markets 

 Albatross Navy Base Canteen 

 Nowra Farmers Market 

 Red Zebra Café Nowra 

 Robertson Fruit Market 

 Shoalhaven Heads Hotel 

 Candelo Bulk Wholefoods Cooperative  

 Jaye S & C 

Aalhuizen R 
Arroyo J 
Ballard J 
Banados S & C 
Blackmore, B 
Body D 
Boe P 
Brockett S 
Brogan Z 
Buck P 
Burmeister D 
Burns A 
Carpenter P 
Clarke M 

Coulthart T 
Daniels J 
Davidson M 
de Domizio S & T 
Ehnhuus M 
Flack R 
Fok C 
Freudmann A 
Hanke N 
Hauxwell I 
Herbert C 
Howes P 
Januszewski D 
Jones M 

Kane J 
King J 
Lauber S 
Lawrie C 
Luttrell P 
Masters M 
O'Connell M 
Parslow B 
Porter C 
Potts R 
Powell D 
Quinones R 
Rix T 
Roberts E 

Smith P 
Spendley T & P 
Stamatakos C 
Stefaniuk K 
Stuart M 
Thomas J 
Toolis L 
Townsend A 
Vine K 
Wade D 
Wade A 
Weir J 
Wertheimer L 
Zigra S 

In September, October and November Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. received donations from the following 
businesses and individuals whom had placed donation tins to raise funds from their patrons for injured and 
orphaned wildlife in our care. Thank you to all our members who go out to raise awareness and funds for 
wildlife wherever they can. 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast also thanks the following organisations and events that raised funds to help us 
help wildlife: 

 Good2Give is up and running with J King and WestPac Group making regular donations 

 Husky Pub Trivia Night was a fun night raising much needed donations 

 Wilsons Management Eveleigh made a donation after land clearing activities 

 Wollongong City Council Development Assessment Unit raised funds for us in October 

 Navy Aviation Systems Office HMAS Albatross held a fundraising BBQ for us 

As well as the many individual donors as listed below, including those who did not wish to be named: 

All of your generous donations go directly towards helping us help wildlife. If you have made a donation to 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast and have not received your tax deductable receipt or your name has not been 
included in the list and you wish it to be please contact us at treasurer@wildlife-rescue.org.au  

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas!  
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The Code of Practice for Injured, Sick and Orphaned 
Birds of Prey is now on the www.environment.nsw.gov.au website 
at the following link: 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/wildlifelicences/code-
of-practice-birds-of-prey-160665.pdf  

or for WRSC members on  
http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/volunteers-info.html  

Congratulations to Shona Lorigan as NSW Wildlife Council Facilitator 
and the very powerful force behind bringing this document together 
with the help of those groups listed in the final Code of Practice:  

"The Code has been prepared by a number of wildlife rehabilitation 
groups working in consultation with specialist wildlife veterinarians and 
OEH. Groups involved in the preparation of the Code include: For 
Australian Wildlife Needing Aid Inc NSW (FAWNA), Looking After Our 
Kosciuszko Orphans Inc (LAOKO), Native Animal Trust Fund Inc, 
Northern Rivers Wildlife Carers Inc, Tweed Valley Wildlife Carers, 
Wildcare Queanbeyan Inc, NSW Wildlife Information, Rescue and 
Education Service Inc (WIRES), and Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc." 

This Code of Practice is now in force. 
Kestral © WRSC Christine Moss 

Images by Matt from Melbourne, Australia [CC 
BY 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons 

‘Green and golden bell frog rediscovered on NSW south coast by Green Army’  
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-30/green-and-golden-bell-frog-rediscovered-by-green-army/8080728 

ABC Illawarra By Jessica Clifford Posted Wed 30 November.  

 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast would like to thank Bosco 
Accounting at Sanctuary Point for their valuable 
contribution for auditing our annual accounts.  
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An open letter to the Prime Minister on the climate crisis, from 154 scientists  
August 25, 2016 6.26am AEST  

Author 
Andrew Glikson  

Earth and paleo-climate scientist, Australian National University  

Disclosure statement 
Andrew Glikson does not work for, consult, own shares in or receive funding from any company or organisation that would benefit from this 

article, and has disclosed no relevant affiliations beyond the academic appointment above. 

Partners 
Australian National University provides funding as a member of The Conversation AU. 

http://theconversation.com/an-open-letter-to-the-prime-minister-on-the-climate-crisis-from-154-scientists-64357 
 

Dear The Hon. Malcolm Turnbull MP, Prime Minister of Australia, 

The following is an open letter signed by 154 Australian atmospheric, marine, environmental, biological and medical 
scientists, including several leading climatologists, for you and your government’s attention. 

There is no Planet B 

In July 2016, global temperatures soared to the [hottest in the 136 years of the instrumental record]((http://
climate.nasa.gov/news/2479/nasa-analysis-finds-july-2016-is-warmest-on-record/), 0.1  warmer than previous warm 
Julys in 2015, 2011 and 2009. It followed a succession of rising temperatures, moving from 0.42  above average in 2000, 
to 0.87  above average by 2015. 

Developments in the atmosphere-ocean system reported by major climate research organisations (including NASA, the US 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the US National Snow & Ice Data Center, the UK Met Office Hadley 
Centre, the Tyndall Centre, the Potsdam Institute; the science academics of dozens of nations; and in Australia the CSIRO 
and Bureau of Meteorology) include: 

A rise of atmospheric carbon dioxide levels to 404.39 parts per million (ppm; as of July 2016), an average rise of 3.08 ppm 
per year. This rate is unprecedented in the geological record of the past 55 million years, and is tracking towards the 
stability threshold of the Antarctic ice sheet, estimated at around 450ppm atmospheric CO₂. 
The rise in greenhouse gas levels in the atmosphere and oceans is leading to an increase in extreme weather events relative 
to the period 1950-60, including tropical storms such as those in Fiji, Vanuatu and the Philippines, with lives lost and 
damage estimated in the billions of dollars. In Australia the frequency of extreme weather events has been increasing, and 
since 2001 the number of extreme heat records has outnumbered extreme cool records by almost three to one for daytime 
maximum temperatures, and around five to one for night-time minimum temperatures. 

Impacts on a similar scale are taking place in the ocean, where the CO₂ rise has caused an increase in acidity from pH 8.2 
to 8.1 already. The pH is predicted to decrease to 7.8 by 2100, affecting coral reefs and the marine food chain. 
Ice sheet melt rates have been increasing and the rate of sea-level rise has been accelerating, from roughly 1.7mm per year 
over the past century to 3.2mm per year between 1993 and 2010, and to about 3.5mm per year today. This threatens low-
lying islands, deltas and lower river valleys where billions of people live – a problem that is compounded by increased 
variability of river flows in terms of floods and droughts. 
We are concerned that global warming, amplified by feedbacks from polar ice melt, methane release from permafrost, and 
extensive fires, may become irreversible, including the possible collapse of the Atlantic Meridional Overturning 
Circulation, a crucial component of the global climate system that transfers heat from the tropics to the North Atlantic.  

According to James Hansen, NASA’s former chief climate scientist, “burning all fossil fuels would create a different planet 
than the one that humanity knows”. Joachim Schellnhuber, Germany’s chief climate scientist, has summed up the situation 
by saying: “We’re simply talking about the very life support system of this planet.” 

We note your broad agreement with this point, in light of your 2010 statement that: 

…we are as humans conducting a massive science experiment with this planet. It’s the only planet we have got… We 
know that the consequences of unchecked global warming would be catastrophic… We as a human species have a deep 
and abiding obligation to this planet and to the generations that will come after us. 

While the Paris Agreement remains unbinding and global warming has received minimal attention in the recent elections, 
governments worldwide are presiding over a large-scale demise of the planetary ecosystems, which threatens to leave large 
parts of Earth uninhabitable. 

We call on the Australian government to tackle the root causes of an unfolding climate tragedy and do what is required to 
protect future generations and nature, including meaningful reductions of Australia’s peak carbon emissions and coal 
exports, while there is still time. 

There is no Planet B. 

Editors’ Note: The original letter on the Conversation website had quite a few URL links and the complete list of signatories which 
were not included in the above article.  

The Conversation articles can be reproduced under the Creative Commons licence. 
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Venomous Snake Handling Course, Robertson 
5 & 6 November 2016 

The Wildlife Rescue South Coast Venomous 
Snake Handling Course was held the first 
weekend of November in Robertson.   
All attendees had a great educational two days 
with John and Tina Mostyn.  Members, including 
those refreshing their skills, all benefited from 
John’s and Tina’s knowledge and expertise.  
At the end of the course everyone was very 
happy with what they experienced, and how 
successful the weekend was in what they had 
achieved. 

Review & photos © WRSC Cathy Jaye 
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Hello WRSC members*, 
We starred in the 2014 Wildlife 

Rescue South Coast Calendar.  
Future stars are now out and 

about, wanting to be discovered 

and be photographed for the 2018 

calendar.  They are just waiting for their big 

break and a chance at stardom! It 

is time to start clicking. 

*Terms and Conditions apply: Photographers must be a financial WRSC volunteer, images should be 1 to 5 MB jpegs and the 
wildlife photographed must be found within WRSC licensed NPWS area. Email images to newsletter@wildlife-rescue.org.au. 

We can’t do it without you…. 

Several hundred dollars worth of children’s toys and 

Christmas gift items have been generously donated by 

Cheryl and Peter from Candelo. Some of the items are 

pictured. The prices range from $1 to $10 for brand 

new items like kites, musical instruments, stocking 

fillers, activity sets, jewellery, craft sets – bargains 

galore. 

Also a lovely lady ‘Val’ from Quaama has sewn an 

incredible number of items (tote bags, table runners, 

cushion covers, Xmas stockings plus much more).  

Thank you Cheryl, Peter and Val for helping us help wildlife.  

WRSC members Leah and Mike have had great success already in selling these donated 

items to raise funds for WRSC. They will have all of the above, the 2017 WRSC calendar 

and much more on sale at the following markets: 

Bermagui Handmade, Homemade Market are holding a special holiday market on 
Saturday 17 December in its usual venue besides Dickinson Park between 8.30am to 
12.30pm. As well there will be an extra market on Saturday 31 December also between 
8.30am to 12.30pm.  

The Merimbula Seaside Markets and Fair are held by the seaside on a spacious, grassy 
oval at Fishpen on Sunday 18 December between 8.30am to 12.30pm.  
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Echidna's 'digging walk' 
cultivates Australian soil 

The cute Australian native can turn over 200 cubic 
metres of soil each year.  

Amy Middleton reports.   
20 October 2016  

Reproduced with permission from Cosmos magazine  
Cosmos is a leading literary science magazine, published in Australia. 

https://cosmosmagazine.com/biology/echidnas-digging-walk-benefits-australian-soil 

The short-beaked echidna enriches soil by way of its unique digging and tunnelling – and one animal 
can dig a whopping 200 cubic metres of soil a year, a new study in the Journal of Experimental Biology has 
revealed.  

Digging, which makes up part of the echidna’s natural walk, is a form of bioturbation – a mixing process 
that increases nutrients and species diversity in soil. This is especially important because echidnas are the 
most widely-distributed terrestrial animals in Australia. 

The short-beaked echidna (Tachyglossus aculeatus) is a monotreme, which means it’s a mammal that lays 
eggs. Echidnas and platypuses are the only living members of the monotreme family, which diverged from 
mammals around 166 million years ago. This makes them incredibly unique in their biology, and favourite 
species for researchers to study. 

Christofer Clemente at the University of the Sunshine Coast in Queensland, Australia and colleagues 
focused the ways short-beaked echidna get around the terrain.  

Their gait involves a neat combination of digging and striding which, according to the researchers, is a 
bizarre mix of mammalian and reptilian locomotion. 

GPS and accelerometer data measured the locomotion of 11 short-beaked echidnas in Western Australia. 

The team calculated that echidnas spend around 12% of their day digging. 

On average, each echidna excavates 204 cubic metres of soil every 12 months, which means 12 echidnas 
could displace enough soil in a year to fill an Olympic swimming pool. 

The researchers say their work “highlights the important contribution towards ecosystem health” made by 
short-beaked echidnas. 

“The foraging pits produced by echidnas almost double the amount of water absorbed […] compared with 
undisturbed soil.”  

Digging also helps to capture and retain leaf litter in soil, and traps organic matter below the surface, 
releasing nutrients into the soil which are then beneficial to resident species. 

“Although most mammals associated with bioturbation in Australia have suffered considerable reductions 
in density and distribution post-European settlement, the short-beaked echidna is the Australian 
mammalian species least impacted,” the researchers write. 

“Therefore, it may be one of Australia’s most important living bioturbators.” 

Short-beaked echidnas going about their day can excavate huge quantities of dirt. Image © WRSC RA 
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Warning	graphic	images:		
Pelican	suffers	horri ic	injuries	in	St	Georges	Basin	attack		

http://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/4293545/warning‐graphic‐images‐pelican‐euthanised‐after‐vicious‐attack/?cs=202	

Robert	Crawford		
15	Nov	2016,	10:50	a.m.	

Reproduced	with	permission	from	South	Coast	Register	

Wildlife	 rescuers	 and	 residents	 of	 St	 Georges	 Basin	 have	 been	 left	 shocked	 and	 horri ied	 after	 a	
pelican	had	its	bill	savagely	ripped	and	its	beak	damaged	in	an	apparent	attack.	The	pelican	was	 irst	
noticed	on	St	George	Basin,	near	the	Basin	Walk,	on	Friday	afternoon	with	a	badly	torn	bill.	

Shoalhaven	City	Council	Rangers	and	Australian	Seabird	Rescue	based	at	Wollongong	were	noti ied	
but	 attempts	 to	 capture	 the	 injured	 bird	 were	 unsuccessful.	 Rescue	 co‐ordinator	 for	 Australian	
Seabird	 Rescue	 Betty	 Stilsted	 said	 the	 injured	 bird	 was	 eventually	 caught	 on	 Sunday	 by	 a	 local	
volunteer	and	taken	to	a	local	veterinarian.	

“Unfortunately	 it’s	 injuries	 were	 just	 too	 severe	 and	 it	 had	 to	 be	 euthanised,”	 Ms	 Stilsted	 said.	
“Although	 no	 one	 actually	 saw	 what	 happened,	 it	 appears	 it	 may	 have	 been	 the	 victim	 of	 a	 dog	
attack.”		

“This	poor	 fellow	must	have	been	 in	 terrible	pain.	Naturally	he	was	 very	 frightened	 and	wouldn’t	
come	near	anyone	for	us	to	be	able	to	catch	him	and	try	and	administer	treatment.	The	damage	was	
pretty	horri ic.	The	whole	pouch	at	the	bottom	of	his	beak	was	virtually	gone	and	his	windpipe	was	
exposed.”	

Basin	resident	Sue	Smailes	said	one	of	her	friends	spotted	the	bird	Friday	afternoon.	Ms	Smailes	tried	
to	lure	the	bird	in	near	her	home	at	Loralyn	Avenue	on	Saturday	morning.	“I	tried	to	lure	him	in	with	
bread.	His	beak	was	horrible	 it	had	 just	been	ripped	apart.	He	must	have	been	 in	terrible	pain.	He	
looked	really	weak.”		

Although	not	seeing	the	attack	Ms	Smailes	said	dogs	had	been	seen	“wandering”	in	the	area.	“There	is	
one	dog	in	particular	that	is	often	seen	wandering.	It	has	no	collar	or	tags,”	she	said.	

Council’s	Ranger	Services	manager	Mike	Jarman	said	a	patrol	of	 the	area	had	been	done	but	didn’t	
ind	any	dogs	running	loose.	“No	one	actually	saw	the	dog	attack	the	pelican	or	can’t	tell	us	where	the	
alleged	dog	may	come	from,”	he	said.	“We	will	continue	to	do	patrols	of	the	area.”	

If	 anyone	 notices	 wandering	 dogs	 or	 has	 concerns	 they	 can	 telephone	 the	 rangers’	 of ice	 during	
business	hours	on	4429	3433	or	4421	3100	after	hours	and	weekends.	

Australian	Seabird	Rescuers	with	the	injured	pelican	which	had	its	bill	savagely	ripped	and	beak	damaged	in	an	apparent	
attack.	Images	©	courtesy	of	ASR	South	Coast	(Wollongong).	
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Wildlife Rescue South Coast was seen at…. 

….the Shell Cove Christmas Party on 
Saturday 26 November.   
This is the third year Wildlife Rescue 
South Coast were invited to attend, 
with Ian and Shirley Usher and the 
snake display.   
As usual, the snakes were a huge 
success and very popular, with 
everyone wanting to get a bit closer 
and see the reptiles. 
There was a lot of interest from all 
walks of life and it was a lovely 
afternoon. 

Review & photos © WRSC Cathy Jaye 

 

Help operate the Nowra Speedway canteen.  

7, 21 & 28 January 2017  
Hours are 3.30pm until 9.30pm with various duties including preparing food, selling and operating 
the BBQ. It’s a fun evening and could potentially bring in a lot of funds for our wildlife as a 
percentage of the profits from the night go to WRSC. 

Please contact  
Ian Usher 0408 216 467 

or Jenny Packwood 0418 497 345  
if you can help out on any or all nights. 
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Guidance material for management of wombat burrows within Glenbog State Forest, north of the Snowy 
Mountains Hwy, Eden Management Area 
Additional condition 

Before a new road or dump is constructed a survey of the road prism or dump must be conducted to detect wombat 
burrows. Surveys for wombat burrows are to include: 

1. A search for wombat burrows within a proposed road prism or dump location >48hrs prior to construction. 

a. The search must be conducted on foot. 

b. The search area must be documented by recording the: observer, date, time, start and end coordinates, 
locations of all burrows observed and level of activity for each. 

2. Where a wombat burrow is detected, a visual assessment of the burrow must be made by trained FCNSW staff 
to determine if the burrow is active. 

a. If the assessment determines a burrow not to be active following both an external assessment for recent 
use and an internal search using headlamp or torch, the assessor must record the determination and the 
burrow location (GPS point and notes). Field marking of inactive burrows is not required. If all burrows 
within the assessed road prism or dump are not active approval may be given to construct the road or 
dump within 12 hrs of assessment. 

b. If burrow activity is confirmed or cannot be determined proceed to step 3. 

3.  If a visual assessment determines a burrow to be active (ie: clear evidence of current use) OR cannot be 
determined: 

a. The location of the burrow is to be clearly marked with pink paint/tape. 

b. Find an alternate location for the proposed road or dump and repeat steps 1 and 2. The PA must contact 
the Planner if an alternate road alignment is greater than 50m from the original alignment as an 
amendment to the harvest plan is required. 

Where an alternate road or dump alignment is not practicable, proceed to step 4. 

4. >48 hours before construction determine the occupancy of a burrow by: 

a. Taking a photo and GPS location of the burrow entrance (photo must capture at least 3m around burrow 
entrance). The burrow must be marked with pink flagging tape/paint until it’s determined to be inactive 
(refer to step 2). 

b. Use a torch or headlamp to search the burrow. 

i. If the entire burrow can be seen and it is not occupied go to step 2. If the entire burrow cannot be 
seen, proceed to 4c. 

c.  Place a remote camera aimed at the burrow entrance >48 hrs prior to construction and rake ground 
material away from the burrow entrance.  Less than 12 hrs prior to road or dump construction, assess 
camera captures and soil at burrow entrance for activity. 

i. If the camera and soil does not confirm wombat use of the burrow, the burrow is not active (refer to 
step 2). 

ii. If the camera does capture a wombat entering or exiting the burrow as supported by prints, the 
burrow is occupied. Liaise with Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. and the Wombat Protection Society 
immediately to establish the most suitable method to assess: 

1) Whether the burrow has multiple entrances otherwise ensuring its safe exit if disturbed; and if 
not 

2) The most appropriate method to ensure safe removal of the wombat. 

A single entrance burrow must be confirmed unoccupied before the PA can give approval to commence construction. 

In October Ray and Marie Wynan had NSW Forestry Corporation planners, 
production assistants and staff visit ‘Jarake Sanctuary’ for a wombat education day. 
Reproduced with permission below are the new Forestry Corporation guidelines for 
the Northern section of Glenbog State Forest  

Photos courtesy Amba Addinsall 
Production Supervisor 
Forestry Corporation of NSW 
Production South - Eden 
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Sanctuary Point  

Public School  

 
WILDLIFE RESCUE SOUTH COAST INC 

Ian, Sam & Lindsay gave an educational talk 
at Sanctuary Point Public School recently. 
The guys covered all wildlife topics including  

 Saving habitat  

 what steps to take if you come 
across an injured animal   

 how to help wildlife in the wild in 
your own community  

 Snake bite first aid instructions & 
demonstration  

 and the correct procedure to 
follow when confronted by a snake   

The students were all very well behaved 
and asked many questions through out the 
presentation. 
Review Ian Usher, Photos supplied Jessica South 
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A facebook page that may interest… 
https://www.facebook.com/HollowsAsHomes/  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Wildlife Food for Carers 

Don’t forget we sell a variety of Biolac &  Wombaroo milks,  

 Insectapro, Neocare, Honeyeater, and other items for wildlife care  

Enquiries to:  

Jenny, Judy, Debbie, Fiona & Kerstin – Central & Highlands 

Marie – Far South Coast 

THE AUSSIE BACKYARD BIRD 
COUNT RESULTS ARE IN! 

More than 61,000 people participated, 
submitting over 45,000 checklists and 
counting 1.4 million birds! 

The Top 10 most counted bird species in 
Australia remained unchanged for the third 
year running, with the Rainbow Lorikeet 
once again claiming the number one spot. 
Even though scientists recently separated the 
NT Rainbow Lorikeet into a different 
species, the Red-collared Lorikeet, the 
Rainbow Lorikeet was still number one by a 
wide margin.  

No 2: Noisy Miner, No 3: Australian Magpie, No 4: Sulphur - Crested Cockatoo, No 5: Galah, 
No 6: Red Wattlebird, No 7: House Sparrow, No 8: Common Myna, No 9: Silver Gull, No 10: Common Swallow 

While the Top 10 species remained the same there was a bit of movement in the order, with House Sparrows 
dropping two places, reflecting the current worldwide trend of sparrows disappearing from urban areas. Is this the 
beginning of the decline of Australia's House Sparrows? This will be one to watch in next year's count. 

A HUGE thank you to everyone who took part in the Aussie Bird Count, it will be back again 
from 23-29 October 2017. 

For more details on the results head to the website http://aussiebirdcount.org.au/  

Hollow as Homes 

@ HollowAsHomes 
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The International Mammalogical Congress is the premier international mammal conference. It provides 
an important forum for professional mammalogists wishing to remain updated on the latest marine and 
terrestrial mammal conservation topics, research concepts and techniques. Prominent international 
speakers will provide fresh perspectives on current topics relevant to mammal research and 
management. 

The theme of IMC12 is Advances in mammalogy in a changing world, encouraging discussion of 
emerging themes, future challenges and novel solutions in mammal biology, conservation and 
management. The event will attract more than 800 delegates, bringing together practitioners involved in 
research, biology, conservation and management of mammals throughout the world.  

For more information please visit our website: http://www.promaco.com.au/IMC12/ 

There was quite a few questions 
asked over the two markets such 
as: How can I make my garden 
more wildlife friendly as we live in 
town? Why have we been seeing so 
many bats on the ground? What 
can I do if I find a joey in a 
deceased mothers pouch? We have 
possums in the roof, how can we 
get them to move into the possum 
boxes in the trees? What can we 
feed the wildlife birds or should we 
just provide a birdbath with water? 
and How can we become a 
member? 
Also a big thank you to the 
gentleman who reported a koala 
sighting. 
Keep an eye out for the Wildlife 
Rescue South Coast inc. sign and 
stall at your next Narooma Rotary 
Market and Moruya Country 
Market, come over and have a chat 
with your local WRSC volunteer 
members and don't forget to ask 
your questions! 

…. the Narooma Rotary Markets on the 27th of November and the Moruya Country Markets on the 3rd of December 
2016. Rain, sun, wind we had it all! Thank you to both Narooma Rotary Markets & Moruya Country Markets for 
donating a market stall spot to Wildlife Rescue South Coast and thank you to everyone who supported us with 
donations and buying the wonderful 2017 WRSC Calendar.  

Review and photo © WRSC Bronwyn H 
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Tuesday, 8 November 2016  

Tick Allergy 
With summer on our doorstep, and the odd 
BBQ or bush walk planned, we thought it 
timely to revisit this story: mammalian meat 
allergy is on the rise in Australia and the 
surprising cause is a tick bite. Dr Jonica Newby 
meets Dr Sheryl van Nunen, the clinician who 
discovered the link, and this story is a must-see 
if you want the latest tips on how best to 
remove a tick. 

http://www.abc.net.au/catalyst/stories/4570488.htm 

NB: Catalyst was the ABC's primary science journalism 
television series and the only science show on primetime 
television in Australia. After 16 years on air, ABC-TV has 
proposed that Catalyst will not return as a weekly show next 
year.  

Tuesday, 15 November 2016  

The Anthropocene: a 
new age of humans 
Human impacts on the way our planet functions 
have now become so extreme many scientists are 
claiming the Earth has shifted out of the Holocene 
state and into a new geological epoch. They're 
calling it 'The Anthropocene', the new age of 
humans, because millions of years after we are 
gone, the scar of our existence will be visible in 
the rocks of tomorrow. In this episode we look at 
how the last 60 years of socio economic growth 
has transformed the human race into a geological 
force to rival nature. 
http://www.abc.net.au/catalyst/stories/4574615.htm  

 
 
 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. thank Bendigo Bank, 
Sanctuary Point & Districts Branch,  
1/200 Kerry Street Sanctuary Point, 

for being one of our 2017 calendar sponsors 

Two Catalyst episodes you may be interested in…. 
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Dusty, Lindsay and reptiles at this community event. 
Thursday 8 December 2016  Photos © RA 
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