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Please Help Us Help Wildlife  
this Summer 

You can help us to keep up our wildlife rescue efforts  
Visit http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 

 
 

 

WRSC receives no government funding to assist with our operational expenses.  
We rely on your donations and generous support. 

E W 
S N February 2014 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc  
PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541 

    
NPWS Licence No: MWL000100253  |  ABN 49 616 307 526   

 E: info@wildlife-rescue.org.au  |  W: www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 
0418 427 214 Kiama to Batemans Bay | 0417 238 921 Mogo to Victorian Border 
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2014 Meeting Dates 
12 February General Meeting  

   2015 Calendar Photo Competition Voting 

6 March  Committee Meeting 

12 March General Meeting 

3 April  Committee Meeting 

9 April  General Meeting 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast General Meetings  
start at 7pm 

Library Annex, 10 Berry Street, Nowra 
Refreshments provided 

  Do you have a favourite story, interesting fact, website, photograph (s), caring and rescue tips,   
or piece of trivia that you want to share about our amazing Australian wildlife?  

To contribute to the Wildlife Rescue South Coast Newsletter  
please  

email info@wildlife-rescue.org.au  
or  

put pen to paper and pop it in the post 
PO Box 666 NOWRA NSW 2541 

NB: If emailing or posting photographs please be aware that due to our quality control it is at the discretion of the News team 
whether photos will be published. A good jpeg photo file size for our Newsletter is 300KB to 1MB. Please if posting photographs 
remember to include a return address so we can get them back to you. We look forward to hearing from you. 

National Animal Rescue Week 

This is the first of what is planned as an annual event to be held from 27 September to 3 October. This will be a 
week-long celebration of the wonderful work that animal rescuers, such as yourself, do throughout our country. We 
are encouraged to get amongst the festivities and raise awareness about who you are and what you do, and how the 
local community can help out. 
We will consider becoming involved if we identify a suitable event within the relevant time frame. Deadline for 
advertising is June 2014. 

Education this year 

Some of the training  
we will be looking at in 2014 include: 

Koala Care 
Reptile Care 

Bird and Possum care (for FSC members). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emergency  Recovery & Relocation of Wildlife in Care: 
Thanks to everyone who responded to Debbie with her request for details of your facilities. We are now building up a 
consolidated database of facilities which we have within the group. 

Pretty Beach Murramarang NP © J Olding QLD   
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2014 Species Co-Ordinators 
Birds North 
(Nowra, Callala, Culburra, Kiama) 
Judy Bailey  ..................................... 4423 2295 

0407 946 173 
judith.bailey4@bigpond.com 

 

Birds South  
(Bay and Basin, Sussex, Ulladulla, Durras)  
Jenny Packwood ............................. 4441 8102 

0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

 

Flying Fox and Microbats 
Gerry Hawkins 0414 931 452 

batsgalore@shoalhaven.net.au 
 
Macropods 
Belinda Gales ................................. 4447 8189 

0402 755 462 
bgales@bigpond.com 

 

Possums and Gliders 
Debbie Colbert ................................ 4441 5948 

0403 305 948 
colbertd@westnet.com.au 

 
Raptors  
Belinda Gales .................................. 4447 8189 

0402 755 462 
bgales@bigpond.com 

 
Reptiles, Snakes & Amphibians  
Jane Mills ....................................... 4421 7883 

0407 297 264 
janemills@shoalhaven.net.au 

 
Small Mammals & Echidnas  
Rhonda Parker ................................ 4448 3414 

billrhon1@bigpond.com 
 

Threatened Species 
Jenny Packwood ............................. 4441 8102 

0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

 
Wombats 
Shirley Lack ..................................... 4443 4877 

0438 434 877 
babywombats@bigpond.com 

2014  Committee 

President 
Joy Weatherall ................................... 4443 3272 

0417 677 917 

noddysview@bigpond.com 

Vice President 

Gerry Hawkins. ............................... 0414 931 452 

batsgalore@shoalhaven.net.au 

Treasurer 

Janine Davies ................................. 0434 480 661 

jix3@bigpond.com  

Correspondence Secretary  

Position Vacant 
 

 
Debbie Colbert .................................. 4441 5948 

0403 305 948 

colbertd@westnet.com.au 

 
Belinda Gales .................................... 4447 8189 

0402 755 462 

bgales@bigpond.com 

 
Dusty Jones ................................... 0423 958 059 

snakeremovals@live.com 

 
Bill Parker .......................................... 4448 3414 

billrhon1@bigpond.com 

 
Richard Woodman (Woody) .............. 4885 2008 

0412 002 400 

richard.woodman7000@gmail.com 

A Note of Appreciation ….  

I wanted to thank you so much for your organisation's help this morning aiding the death of a horrifically injured 
kangaroo mum and saving the joey. A 'roo had been run over in front of our home - the mum was in shock as was the 
joey. Dusty from Wildlife Rescue South Coast came to the rescue - he couldn't have been more kind to the animals  or 
us.  

Thank you again for your help. 

Megan Brady, Worrigee NSW 
…………..…….. 
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Food Supplies: 

Members are reminded that we carry stocks of commonly used food supplies and 
some medications. These are bought in bulk at lower prices and sold to members at 
attractive prices.  

Contact Judy Bailey (Pyree), Jenny Packwood (Woollamia), Belinda Gales (Falls 
Creek), Ray Alcock (Bemboka) or Kerstin Schweth (Robertson) to discuss your 
requirements.  

We also have access to a range of products (food & medical) which can be ordered 
directly through Kim Goodsell. Details have been sent by previous email to all members. Place your order by 
contacting Kim by email brindellahpark@gmail.com or call / text order to 0488 996 604. You will be given an invoice. 
The goods will be despatched as soon as payment is received. 
We hope that you will avail yourselves of this service, and we thank Kim for her hard work in researching this. 

Membership: 

 Number of current Members:  192 
    Number of Authorised Carers:  119 
  
 We welcome these New Members:  
 Jade Hardwick  Kioloa 
 Rebekah Nugent  Orient Point 
 Nicole Wilson  West Nowra 
 Erin Turner   Bolong 
 Shari Armstrong  Culburra Beach 
 Tina Cameron  Shoalhaven Heads. 
 
For those members who have joined more recently, and who may not have the time, or facilities to fully care for 
animals themselves, why not considering helping out one of our other carers who may be very busy at this time of 
year.  This is the quickest way to learn the tips and tricks of caring for specific animals, and is a great way to get used 
to handling these precious creatures. Try contacting your area or species coordinator for the name of someone near 
you who may appreciate a helping hand or some relief from time to time. Caring for baby birds, possums, wombats, 
wallabies and flying foxes is ‘full-on’ at this time of year. 

Bat cull undoes much good work  
February 3 2014 6 a.m. 

AROUND this time last year, the SCR carried an article on the 5000 baby grey-headed flying foxes from 
Bomaderry Creek which died in the extreme heat – and the 300 bats that were rescued by Wildlife Rescue South 
Coast.  
Many of those rescued bats were in care until late last year, when they were all successfully released.  
During the recent heatwaves in Queensland, Victoria and South Australia, thousands more have died. 
Conservationists are angry that in these circumstances, the Queensland government is continuing to issue permits 
to shoot these bats, even though they are a threatened species, even though the process has been deemed to be 
inhumane by the RSPCA and the Queensland Animal Welfare Advisory Committee and even though thousands 
have died in this extreme weather. 
It impacts locally because these flying foxes can fly hundreds of kilometres and individuals have been tracked 
flying from Melbourne to Brisbane and back. All of the bat roosts are considered to be part of an interconnected 
network, with bats easily moving between them. In following the natural flowering of native trees, the bats we 
released recently could end up in Queensland, where they can be targeted. 
Last week, world renowned conservationist and UN Messenger of Peace Jane Goodall took the unusual step of 
issuing a statement about the treatment of bats in Queensland. The full statement by Jane Goodall has been added 
to the www.dontshootbats.com website for easy access. 
  
S. Amesbury, 
Tapitallee.  
http://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/2061257/bat-cull-undoes-much-good-work/?cs=205 
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http://www.wombatprotection.org.au/index.html 

Extracts from ‘Nimmity News’ 

M Wynan  
Mange 

Mange is one of the biggest threats to Australian wombats in general and an inevitable death for individual 
wombats. It can wipe out isolated colonies in just a few years. The problem of mange is that it is 
geographically widespread and affects thousands of animals few people see, because wombats are 
nocturnal and only live in pockets along the Eastern Seaboard of Australia. In some areas the animal is 
viewed as a nuisance and this creates an unsympathetic audience to its plight in some sectors of the 
community. In addition, the majority of Australians know virtually nothing about wombats let alone having 
the expertise to understand the impact of mange.  

As the wombat is not yet listed as “endangered”, no Federal or State authority has any intervention plan in 
place or proposed. The wombat is “owned by the Crown” and receives less rights and protection than that 
of any domestic pet or farm animal. An owner of any animal allowed suffering the way a mange infested 
wombat does would be heavily penalised and that animal removed from their care. No such protection or 
care is provided to a wombat. Leaving wombats with sarcoptic mange to die is unethical and likely to lead 
to more wombats dying from mange. 

What is mange? 

Mange is an infestation of the mite Sarcoptes Scabeii 
the same mite which causes scabies in humans and 
mange in dogs. In wombats, the female mite buries 
into the flesh and tunnels through it depositing eggs 
as well as her waste. The wombat reacts to this 
invasion in a process which causes a dysfunction in 
the keratinisation process and this leads to thick 
scabby plaques developing all over the animal’s body. 
The scab draw the body together, so often the 
impression given by a completely manged wombat is 
of a hunched up creature walking on its toes. The skin 
cracks and fissures become infected and flyblown 
and full of maggots. The animal reeks of rotting flesh, 
scabs grow over the eyes and eventually the animal 
dies a slow painful death. Usually many months of 
suffering have occurred prior to death.  

The death of a heavily infested wombat in its burrow, if shared with another wombat, is the most likely means by 
which an intense load of mites will be transferred to another wombat. 

How can mange be stopped? 

Stopping mange has to start by getting people to know enough and care enough to take action. For some reason 
some of these animals often come into dangerous situation they normally would avoid and are often reported under 
houses and in people’s backyard. Whether this is interpreted as them seeking help or trying to find water or fresh 
grass remains untested, but this are the few that get observed and have any chance currently of being treated. 

Treating wombats with early stages of clinical signs will lead to complete resolution of mange and the wombat will be 
healthy and not more likely to become reinfested, probably less so. 

Wombat recovering from Mange © WRSC Marie Wynan 
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Mange Treatment 

Before treating a wombat it needs to be established that the wombat has mange.  

Mange: Missing fur, open wounds, thickened plaques, redness on the softer parts of the skin along the wombat’s 
sides of body and face, coming up from the front of the back legs and behind the front legs. Often ears and eyes are 
crusted and the wombat can be seen out grazing in day light. 

Dog attack/territorial aggression: Wounds and or missing fur on the wombats rump (plate) /and or back. 

Free living wombats don’t cope well with captivity and there are no dedicated wombat hospitals in Australia and very 
few places with secure wombat pens so there is often nowhere to take the animal. Therefore treating the wombat in 
situ is the simplest option. 

Treatment regime:  

5 mL of Cydectin pour-on (for Cattle) or Ivomec pour-on has proven to be most successful, placed on to the back on 
the healthiest part of the skin. (Not on wounds) 

Weekly treatments for minimum of eight weeks and then fortnightly until all signs of mange are gone. 

It will take approximately 5 – 6 weeks before the wombat shows any signs of improvement, before then, it’s a good 
sign if the wombat does not get worse. 

How to apply: 

Sometimes it’s possible to just go up and pour the product over the 
back using a long pole with the product in a “scoop” attached to the 
end of the pole. However, as the wombat improves and becomes 
nocturnal, can hear and see you this method becomes harder and 
more time consuming.  It’s then just a matter of following the wombat 
to its burrow or burrows. A wombat flap is placed at the entrance with 
the product and the wombat will treat itself as he/she enters or leave 
the burrow. The flap can then just be left in place and filled once per 
week. 

Wombat Flaps: 

Flaps can be made of an ice cream lid (or similar), a milk bottle lid (for 
holding the Cydectin) and either wire or string. Make a cut in the ice cream 
lid so the bottle top can be pushed in and sit level. Make two holes at the 
top of the lid for the string or wire and then simply hang the flap approx. 30 
cm above ground at the entrance. Fill the lid with Cydectin and as the 
wombat exit he/she will push the flap and the Cydectin will fall onto his/her 
back. 

For help or advice, please contact the Wombat Protection Society. 

Marie Wynan  
Far South Coast Wombat Co-ordinator 

Disclaimer: The products described herein are NOT licensed for use on wombats. Off registration use of products 
can be directed by a Veterinarian. The use of veterinary medicines must be in accordance with instructions or under 
veterinary supervision. 

© WRSC Marie Wynan 

© WRSC Marie Wynan 
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416 pages | 35 halftones, 37 line drawings, 16 tables | 6 x 
9 | © 2012  
Human-induced climate change is emerging as one of the 
gravest threats to biodiversity in history, and while a vast 
amount of literature on the ecological impact of climate 
change exists, very little has been dedicated to the 
management of wildlife populations and communities in 
the wake of unprecedented habitat changes. Wildlife 
Conservation in a Changing Climate is an essential 
resource, bringing together leaders in the fields of climate 
change ecology, wildlife population dynamics, and 
environmental policy to examine the impacts of climate 
change on populations of terrestrial vertebrates. Chapters 
assess the details of climate change ecology, including 
demographic implications for individual populations, 
evolutionary responses, impacts on movement patterns, 
alterations of species interactions, and predicting impacts 
across regions. The contributors also present a number of 
strategies by which conservationists and wildlife 
managers can counter or mitigate the impacts of climate 
change as well as increase the resilience of wildlife 
populations to such changes. A seminal contribution to 
the fields of ecology and conservation biology, Wildlife 
Conservation in a Changing Climate will serve as the 
spark that ignites a new direction of discussions about 
and action on the ecology and conservation of wildlife in 
a changing climate. 

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/
W/bo13770227.html 

 

Corner Old Hume Highway & Tyree Place  
MITTAGONG NSW 2575  

Ph: (02) 4889 6100 Fax: (02) 4889 6199  

147-167 Princes Highway  
SOUTH NOWRA NSW 2541  

Ph: (02) 4424 5000 Fax: (02) 4424 5099 

 to the below businesses  

for helping Wildlife Rescue South Coast 

help our wildlife,  

either by  assisting  

our recent fundraising efforts or  

by their generous donations  

Callala RSL Country Club 
Callala Beach Road  
CALLALA BEACH NSW 2540 
Ph:(02) 4446 5313  

Unit 1/ 12 College Ave 
SHELLHARBOUR NSW 2529  

(02) 4297 3331  

WOMBAT WOODS 

PO Box 22 

CALLALA BAY 

Phone: 02 4446 4559 
WombatWoods@gmail.com 

www.etsy.com/au/shop/WombatWoods 

Chutneys &  
Marmalades 
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RPSCA bimonthly lawn mowing roster  
To maintain the grass area around our storage container we need volunteers.                            

Please contact a committee member if you can help out. 
February: John Steffanello 

April: Robyn Ardill 
June: Bill Parker 

P  V  

Correspondence Secretary 
We were sorry to have received a resignation from 
Cherryl Swan as Correspondence Secretary. We thank 
Cherryl for her work and hope that she will continue 
her valuable work at the Shoalhaven Bat Clinic and 
with other rescues.  

This leaves a vacancy on the committee. Please let us 
know if you, or someone you know, might be 
interested. 

Grant’s Officer 
We are still looking for someone to assist with any 
matters relating to seeking funding from various 
philanthropic groups and government departments. 
This is an important role and this funding is vital to 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast’s survival. 

F rogs feature prominently in folklore and fairy tales in many cultures, such as the story of The 
Frog Prince, up to modern-day popular culture. Pop culture tends to portray frogs and 
toads as kind, but handsome, and often charming, also with hidden talents. David P. Badger's 
Frogs (S.l.: Voyageur Press, 2001) includes chapters on "frogs in popular culture, their 

physical characteristics and behavior, and environmental challenges." 

The theme of transformation of and into frogs also features prominently, as in The Frog Prince, but 
also in fantasy settings such as in the Final Fantasy and Chrono Trigger video games that sometimes 
include magic spells that turn people into frogs.  

Michigan J. Frog, featured in a Warner Brothers cartoon, will only perform his singing and 
dancing routine for his owner. Once another person looks at him, he will return to a frog-like 
pose, and begin calling. The Frog Prince is a fairytale of a frog who turns into a handsome 
prince once kissed. Slippy Toad, a character from the Star Fox series of video games, is a 
talented mechanic, but mediocre pilot, who often ends up needing to be rescued by his team 
mates. Kermit the Frog, on the other hand, is a conscientious and disciplined character of 
Sesame Street and The Muppet Show; while openly friendly and greatly talented, he is often 
portrayed as cringing at the fanciful behaviour of more flamboyant characters. 

Extract from: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frogs_in_popular_culture 

Did you know…. 
Freddo is one of Australia’s most popular children’s chocolates? 
The history of Freddo: 

Over eighty years ago Harry Melbourne invented our beloved Freddo. 

When MacRobertson’s Chocolates was looking for a new idea for their 
Children’s range, a chocolate mouse was most preferred. Harry 
Melbourne, then an 18-year-old who was employed at MacRobertson’s, 
knew this would not sell and in 1930 created Freddo Frog. 

'I told Macpherson Robertson (the owner of MacRobertson’s 
Chocolates) women and children were afraid of mice and a chocolate 
mouse would not sell'. 

When Harry pitched the idea to Macpherson Robertson he said 'I’d like to see one, make one up and bring it over 
to my office'. I did and three days later the Marketing Manager said I had backed a winner.' 

https://www.cadbury.com.au/Products/Pre-teens-Confectionery/Freddo.aspx 

Michigan J. Frog © WB 
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Biodiversity   
Native Wildlife & Food Gardens 

Having a wildlife friendly backyard with resident possums and native birds doesn’t mean you can’t 
have a productive food garden as well. In fact many of our native wildlife species are actually 
beneficial in a food garden and can help with free, natural pest control and pollination. So they are 
more likely to enhance rather than hinder your fruit and veggie production. 
By attracting and working with different native wildlife species you can also minimise your need 
for and use of harmful chemical pesticides, which damage your soil and kill non target species. 
The poisoning of insects with chemicals can also have negative impacts on larger species higher 
up in the food chain. Frogs and small birds would suffer a reduced food supply due to the reduced 
insect population, or they may become sick or even die after consuming poisoned insects.  

BENEFICIAL WILDLIFE 

Micro Bats 
Micro-bats are a group of small nocturnal bats (less than 12cm in length) that feed predominantly on insects. Micro 
bats can consume approximately one third of their body weight in insects (including mosquitoes) each night. 
Encouraging micro-bats into your garden by providing roosting opportunities, such as putting up a bat box or leaving 
older trees with hollows, will provide a free natural insect control program every night of the year.  
Tip: If you don’t have any large trees, hang your bat box on a pole in or near your veggie garden. 
 
Birds 

Insect Eating Birds -    
By planting a variety of locally native flowering and fruiting plants in your garden you will attract a diversity of native 
bird species. Robins, scrubwrens, flycatchers, thornbills, pardalotes and tree creepers feed predominantly on 
insects. Combining native plants and food plants in your garden will help to attract “good bugs”. It will also assist in 
directing “bad bugs” away from your fruit and veggies, these bad bugs will then be kept under control by the insect-
eating birds that your plant choices have attracted!  

Nectar Eating Birds -  
Many nectar eating birds such as honeyeaters, miners, friarbirds and wattle birds also eat insects. In many cases up 
to 70% of a honeyeater’s diet can be insects.  

Other Beneficial Species - 
Butcher birds and magpies will also help with the control of larger pests like snails, slugs and caterpillars. Frogs help 
with the control of insects, beetles and moths. Frogs and tadpoles also eat mosquitoes and mosquito larvae.  

GOOD INSECTS 
Some insect species are beneficial to food and native gardens and are needed to pollinate flowers to produce fruits, 
vegetables and seed for both our own consumption, wildlife consumption and future germination of new plants. 

Bees -  
Honey bees and especially native bees are fantastic pollinators with the added benefit of producing honey. Australia 
has ten species of social native stingless bees that would pose no threat to humans in a garden. Two of these 
species, Trigona carbonaria and Austroplebeia australis are often kept in nests or hives in suburban backyards.  

Wasps -  
A group of beneficial wasps to have in your garden is the parasitic 
wasps. While usually quite small in size, these wasps assist in the 
control of aphids and caterpillars. They do this through their parasitic 
process of laying eggs in a host animal that will subsequently die.  
One species of wasp lays her eggs in the caterpillars of species such 
as the cabbage white butterfly, where it develops to the pupae stage 
before emerging from the host. A second wasp species lays its eggs 
in adult aphids, that act as a kind of incubator before the young wasp 
eats its way out.  

Ladybirds and Hoverflies -   
Ladybirds and hoverflies are both good natural controllers of aphids. 
Hoverflies will actually lay their eggs on or near a plant that has an 
aphid problem. After hatching the young hoverflies then feed on the 
aphids.  
All of these are just a few examples of the roles and relationships 
different species have in your garden. There are many more species 
- spiders, beetles, insects and worms – that will also positively 
contribute to your garden ecosystem.  

Reproduced with the permission of 
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PROTECTING YOUR VEGGIE PATCH AND FOOD GARDEN 
There are a combination of ways you can protect your food garden from pest insects, birds and larger species such 
as possums, fruit bats, brush turkeys and bandicoots. One way is to ensure you provide an alternate natural food 
source by planting a mix of locally native plants in your garden. Pest species and wildlife are often drawn to our food 
gardens because there are no alternate native food sources. If your backyard friends have already developed a taste 
for your fruit and veggies then the provision of alternate native food sources for them in addition to excluding them 
from your fruit and veggies may be the best option. 
http://www.livingsmartqld.com.au/homes-biodiversity-module/native-wildlife-and-food-gardens 

Netting of garden fruit trees: guidelines to protect wildlife 
Why are these guidelines necessary?  
These guidelines are designed to assist owners of backyard fruit trees in the proper construction of netting structures 
that will both protect their trees from damage and minimise harm to native wildlife. 

Inappropriate netting practices can lead to animals such as flying-foxes and birds becoming entangled, injured or 
killed. Some of the animals, such as the Grey-headed Flying-fox are listed as 'vulnerable' under the Threatened 
Species Conservation Act. 

Netting your fruit trees can improve the quality and yield of fruit by protecting it from the effects of wind and hail and 
damage from foraging wildlife. However, care must be taken to ensure that it is constructed in a wildlife friendly 
manner. 

Good netting design 
Individual trees can be protected from flying-foxes and other wildlife 
by stretching WHITE durable knitted netting over a homemade frame. 
All the materials you'll need to do this are available from many larger 
hardware stores and some nurseries. 

The frame may be constructed of timber, metal or lengths of polythene 
pipe inserted over star pickets driven into the ground, with spacer bars 
of pipe or wood to stabilize the frame at the top.  

A net with mesh size 40 mm (or smaller) is needed to exclude flying-
foxes and larger birds. 30 per cent blockout shadecloth may also be 
used as an inexpensive alternative. The net must be stretched tightly 
over the frame and pegged securely to the ground. Remember to 
leave room inside the frame for picking, pruning and growth. 

Inappropriate netting 
 Never use thin black nylon (monofilament) netting material. This can cause serious injury to flying-foxes and 

birds because black is invisible to animals at night. 
 Never throw netting loosely over trees as this can lead to entanglement, injury or death to wildlife. 
 Always ensure your netting is stretched taut and held away from the tree. 

Injured wildlife 
Contact your local wildlife rehabilitation organisation should an animal become inadvertently caught in your net. Do 
not attempt to release an animal or bird yourself particularly flying-foxes or snakes. Wildlife carers have the skills to 
handle native wildlife and determine whether any further treatment is required. 

Your responsibility 
Remember that it is your responsibility to appropriately net your fruit trees. You could be liable to prosecution if your 
trees are netted in a manner that could harm our native wildlife. 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspecies/NettingOfGardenFruitTrees.htm  

Posted on Facebook 29 January by Fiona:  
Thank you to Steve, who came and rescued a male bat, that was caught in my fruit tree nets, this morning. I have 
now removed the nets to prevent the entanglement of wild life again.  

Wildlife friendly netting 
Every year thousands of animals are injured in inappropriate netting of back yard fruit trees, or discarded netting. 
It entangles birds, lizards, snakes, bats and even the occasional possum. The netting cuts their mouths to 
ribbons as they try to bite themselves free, and wraps so tightly around them that circulation is cut off and tissue 
dies, days or even weeks later. The animals die of thirst, starvation, strangulation or outright pain and fear in the 
nets. Many of those 'rescued' die later as a result of secondary infection, or are euthanased because they are 
unreleasable. The nets go on killing year after year even when they have become tattered to the point they are 
no longer protecting fruit. Many landowners leave fruit to fall on the ground and rot, or the fruit are of such poor 
quality they do not eat them anyway - yet the nets remain killing wildlife. 

Netting should always be disposed of carefully as animals such as snakes and lizards are very easily trapped 
when it is left lying on the ground. They are like ghost nets in the ocean, discarded fishing nets that trap and kill 
marine life. 
http://www.wildlifefriendlyfencing.com/WFF/Netting.html	
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Safe and Sound in WRSC Care…. 
On the 28th of November 2013 while Phil Donovan and I were rescuing a poor adult 
male eastern grey kangaroo off the side of the Princes Highway, my mobile phone 
rang. This is nothing unusual, as I can often be in the middle of rescuing one animal 
when I receive a call about another animal requiring help.  

This call was unusual however, because a koala had arrived locally and needed 
veterinary care and rehabilitation, and I knew it is apparently very rare for a koala to 
come in for care here in the Shoalhaven. Only three koalas have been registered to 
have come into care for treatment by NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) 
in the past decade. The Koala is listed as a Vulnerable species in New South Wales 
under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995.  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast promptly applied for and received approval for the first 
time, that approved experienced carers with facilities and access to food trees, can hold 
a koala. A local veterinarian, Justin Clarke of Shoalhaven Veterinary Clinic, had been 
brought an injured koala by a local NPWS officer and had had this animal in hospital for 
two days after having anaesthetised and treated the animal for a large wound, thought 
to have been originally inflicted from a dog attack. Justin was confident that the koala’s 
post-operative progress had been strong, and knowing of my experience as a qualified 
keeper/wildlife veterinary nurse at Western Plains Zoo, asked me if I was equipped and 
would be prepared to house, monitor this koala's progress, behaviour and food intake, 
and continue giving pain relief and antibiotics.  

"Blossom" named by the veterinarian's family, settled in to her brand new enclosure 
shortly after her arrival. The newly cut forked branches Wildlife Rescue South Coast 
carers had helped choose, proved very comfortable for this little, but feisty female koala 
to sit comfortably on and helped her begin to feel secure. This young adult female will 
use her long claws sharpened by climbing eucalyptus to keep her Carer at a distance 
so she feels safe at all times. The first two weeks were the hardest for this little koala, 
as she hated receiving daily intramuscular injections and having her large wound 
cleansed and debrided. Her daily leaf cutting, changing and enclosure cleaning quickly 
became a routine that we and Blossom, quickly got the hang of.  

Life got easier for this little furry patient after that. After four weeks of treatment 
Blossom was ready for more exercise to maintain her muscle tone and fitness level 
whilst she still needed to remain in care for the final portion as her wound healed. We 
designed and refitted out a large enclosure to be suitable for long term koala care. The 
move to the new enclosure took Blossom by surprise, as she does not take to handling 
at all, and the strength she used to not leave her branches showed how much she was 
recuperating. Blossom was placed in a plastic garbage bin to be transported and 
quickly jumped up the new perches, disgusted in the ordeal of being moved.  

Now two weeks later, Blossom has increased moving around the enclosure to access 
all 7 leaf pots available to her to feed from, and has even come down to explore on the 
ground just recently, evidence of her ever increasing fitness. Blossom’s wound has 
decreased considerably throughout the duration she has been with us, and at this rate 
will be completely healed, and she will be fighting fit and ready to return to her natural 
environment in the next few weeks. NPWS officers have kindly assisted us with leaf 
identification and will be working closely with the veterinarian and myself to take 
Blossom back to her home territory and whilst all who have worked with us will miss 
her, we are all looking forward to the day of her successful release home.  

BELINDA GALES  
Macropods and Raptors Co-ordinator 

Publicity Officer 
 

Photos: 1 and 2 ~ A sick Blossom in November 
 3 and 4 ~ A healthier Blossom in January 

Wendy McFarlane and Belinda Gales with Blossom 
 © WRSC Belinda Gales 
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Wombat Report  
December 2013- January 2014 

During December we had 9 wombats (7 Females and 2 Males) come into care  
 3 are still in care 
 2 died  
 2 were euthanised 
 2 were transferred to other groups 

NOTE: one of the female wombats was transferred to Lorraine Toohey (WIRES Illawarra) and was just 137 grams, 
Lorraine has contacted me to say she is now 278 grams.  

The following email and photo is from Lorraine:  

Hi Ladies, 
  
Here are some photos of my little girl, she is growing so fast now, doubled her weight 
in 4 weeks. Fingers crossed that she keeps going. Her eyes are now open so the 
first thing she saw in the world was me, I guess she thinks I am a Wombat, isn’t she 
going to be confused when she grows up! 
Lorraine 

On another note: 2 WRSC baby wombats became ill in December, they were in the care of Dr Ralph, but 
unfortunately both these babies died.  

In early January we had 2 wombats come into care, 1 very ill little girl who took up most of my time. I did not think 
she would pull through but being a wombat she is now 4 Kilos and is wonderful, the second wombat was a small 
male and I transferred him to Steve Garlick (NARG) as he was looking for a mate for one of his babies. 

Thank goodness the back end of January has been quiet. 
Shirley Lack 
Wombat Co-ordinator    

‘Tuppence’ © WIRES Lorraine Toohey 

Wound and Pain Management 
with 

Dr Howard Ralph 
7 March 2014 

10am—5pm  
The Holy Trinity Anglican Church  

Hawke Street Huskisson  

$50 (includes printed materials) 

Payment is to be made in advance to  
Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc 

by  
Direct Deposit  

 BSB:  641 800  
 Account number:  045108382 
 Reference:  HR & ‘attendee’s name’  

OR 
Cheque (NOT Cash) mailed to:  

Attention: Debbie Colbert 
c/- Wildlife Rescue South Coast 
PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541 

For more information contact Debbie Colbert 
or 

Email info@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

THE PLIGHT OF THE PELICANS… 

PELICAN & SEABIRD RESCUE 
WORKSHOP NAROOMA  

Presented by: Julie Dunn,  
Founder of Australian Seabird Rescue South Coast 

WHEN:  Saturday, 22 February 2014  
TIME:   Registration 9.15am   
    Workshop 9.30am – 3.30pm 
WHERE:  Club Narooma 
    88 Princes Highway Narooma 
COST:    $30.00 
   Includes manual & tea/coffee 
   (BYO or Purchase your own lunch) 

LIMITED SPOTS AVAILABLE 
REGISTRATION ESSENTIAL 

TO REGISTER: 
Phone:    Kirsten: 0400121775  

 ASR South Coast Hotline: 0431282238  
or 

Email: horty@exemail.com.au 
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The Taj MahRoo 
Kathy Mincher has been a carer for a long time, working as a 
disability carer in Sydney for 15 years.  During this time she 
also rescued feral kittens, which she tamed, socialized and 
then re-homed. 

After moving to Bermagui 5 years ago Kathy joined Wildlife 
Rescue South Coast and it did not take long until she rescued 
her first native animal; a Purple Swamp Hen suffering from a 
dog attack. The orphaned and injured native animals kept 
coming and Kathy has since cared for macropods, wombats, 
birds, reptiles and possums. 

Greatly appreciated, a $1,000 grant from the Wildlife Rescue Fund was used to purchase materials for a macropod 
enclosure located at “Umbi Gumbi” just north of Bermagui. Six of Kathy’s friends got together and spent four days 
building “The Taj MahRoo”. Numerous locals also donated additional materials to help orphaned macropods under 
rehabilitation while being prepared for eventual release. 

Article written by WRSC Marie Wynan, photos © WRSC Marie Wynan. 
Enquiries about Wildlife Rescue Fund grants please email info@wildlife-rescue.org.au. 

Note: The Wildlife Rescue Fund receives tax deductible donations from members of the public. This fund is managed 
by a dedicated committee of 5 people. The grant to Kathy Mincher was made from funds which have been received 
from public in the FSC region, and/or specifically donated towards animal welfare in the FSC area. Congratulations 
to Kathy and all those who helped her achieve this goal.….. Joy Weatherall  

thank you to the following members…….. 
 Dusty has been giving Snake Awareness talks to the Bunnings’ customers of South Nowra. Bunnings have 

reciprocated with some generous donations. Thanks to Dusty and his assistants Ian and Lindsay. 

 to Fiona for being the first WRSC Facebook administrator, we recognise Fiona was the driving force in getting  
our Facebook page up and running. We wish Fiona well with her studies, we know there is often not enough 
hours in the day to do all and appreciate her time whilst also being a carer, mother and student. We also thank 
Fiona for staying on to be back up to Janine in her new role.  

 to Nina for her ongoing support with Art on the Path at Broulee. It was good to have some public exposure in 
this area. 

 our Highlands and Tablelands team, led by Richard (Woody) Woodman who ran a successful BBQ fundraising 
day in early January at Mittagong Bunnings, raising much needed awareness in the area. It is good to see so 
many new members in the Highlands and Tablelands, many who come with a lot of experience. 

 to  those members who shared their talent and entered the 2015 Calendar Photo Competition. 

 to Margaret and Vanessa, thank you for your email and we are glad to hear you enjoy reading the Newsletter. 
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A rescue of a different nature…. 
A Wildlife Rescue South Coast junior member was lucky enough to receive an unexpected bonus recently for being a 
member of our group. In an unfortunate incident they lost their wallet but happily an honest person found it, saw the 
WRSC member’s card in it so contacted the ‘rescue’ hotline. We are glad to report that the wallet and contents were 
reunited with their grateful owner.    

Date Event Coordinator 

Saturday 14 & Sunday 15 February Kangaroo Valley Show Lyn Obern 

Second Saturday of every month  Bowral School Markets Woody 

Are you interested in assisting at these 2014 events?  
Email info@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

Car Door Magnets: 
More car door magnets are now in stock. They can be purchased at $10 each. They 
show the Nowra number 0418 427 214.  
(Far South Coast members should talk to Ray Alcock) 

Telephone Listings: 
Our White pages telephone listings are now being reviewed and modified. We will have 
listings in these directories when they are next published: 

 Nowra 
 Bega 
 Goulburn (including South Highlands) 

 

Thanks goes to Jenny Packwood for her persistence with getting these sorted. It has not been an easy task! 

Photographic Exhibition 
Early days yet, but we are in the early stages of planning two photographic exhibition fund raisers. One in Bowral and 

the other at Huskisson. This is a new venture for us and will be very exciting. 
More details to come soon. 
 
 

2014 Calendars 

Calendar sales have gone really well and we have just about SOLD OUT!! It is 
important to check with all your distribution points that all calendars have now 
been accounted for, and all monies banked.  

Community Events: 
Community talks: 

Invitations to speak at schools, community groups and service clubs to participate in local community events 
continue to come in. In the past these did not generate any income – a gold coin donation per attendee will  now be 
requested. 
If you would like to give up some time to help at these events, all you need is a passion for what we do and be 
prepared to talk for 20 to 40 minutes. 
Alternatively, it would be nice if we have a coordinator for these events – is this something you might like to do? 
Belinda would really appreciate some help. 

5 March Jervis Bay Baptist Church Vincentia Belinda 

25 March Jervis Bay CWA Huskisson Belinda 
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Carpet Python Photos © P Scharf QLD 

Diamond Python Facts 

Classification 

Class:    Reptilia 

Order:   Squamata  
    (Serpentes) 

Family:   Boidae 

Genus:   Morelia 

Species:   Spilota 

Closely related to the carpet pythons, diamond pythons have a distinctive 
pattern of a black background with cream or yellow spots and blotches. There 
is some variation between individuals ranging from snakes that are 
predominantly black with a few light spots, to others that have bright yellow 
scales edged in black plus yellow diamond-shaped patches surrounded by 
black. They are generally gentle creatures though some individuals may be 
more temperamental. These beautiful snakes may reach three metres in 
length, but two metres is more usual and some pythons may live for over 30 
years. As with all pythons, this snake is non-venomous. 

Habitat: 
The diamond python is restricted to the coastal areas of New South Wales, 
where it gradually merges with the carpet python in the area north of 
Newcastle. Habitat types are usually well vegetated, such as rainforest 
margins and woodland, but they will also utilise heathland and rocky outcrops. 

Diet: 
Hatchling diamond pythons feed almost solely on small lizards. As they grow, 
their diet broadens to incorporate small birds and mammals, with adults 
feeding predominantly on such warm-blooded prey. Possums, fruit bats and 
rodents are particular favourites. Humans, even small ones, are never at risk 
but a large python may take domestic pets such as rabbits, guinea pigs or 
even a small cat or dog. 

Reproduction: 
In spring, female diamond pythons may attract several males all vying for the 
opportunity to mate. The clutch of 15-20 eggs is laid in early summer in a 
secluded spot and the female will coil around them until they hatch. Unlike 
many other reptiles, whose young are more brightly coloured than the adults, 
diamond python hatchlings are surprisingly bland in colour, only developing 
the bright yellow and cream markings as they grow. 
http://www.reptilepark.com.au/animalprofile.asp?id=99  

Did You Know? 
There are many subspecies including the Diamond Python M.s.spilota, 
Coastal Carpet Python M.s.mcdowelli, Centralian Carpet Python M.s.bredli, 
Inland Carpet Python M.s.metcalfei and Jungle Carpet Python M.s.cheynei. 
There are also interbreeds of these subspecies as two subspecies will 
interbreed where they overlap in habitat.  

Please note: All Australian snakes are protected species in Australia.  

Diamond Python © WRSC Gavin Swan 
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Photos from the  
2014 Book Fair and Markets  
© WRSC 
 
Below:  Joy  with  friends  Jan  and 
John  from  the  Shoalhaven  Ex‐
Servicemen’s  Dance  Club  who 
manned the WRSC BBQ  
 
Below  right:  All  hands  on  deck 
selling  Wombat  Woods  donated 
chutneys and marmalades  

 Book Fair & 

Market Day 

Sanctuary Point 

25 January 2014 

The Book Fair was a great success! Thanks especially to Lorna for the hard work in the weeks leading up 
to this event. She also roped in her husband and neighbour when we needed those ‘stronger muscles’. In 
the weeks leading up to the day many people helped out – Belinda enlisted the South Coast Register and 
2ST for some advertising, that in turn generated the donation of over 80 boxes of more books and other 
merchandise, including 100 jars of chutneys and marmalades from Wombat Woods – they are delicious!  

Debbie, Jenny, Nicole (new member), Lorna, Helen P, John & Merilyn were among the helpers before the 
event. The day started at 6:30 with Judy, Jenny, Nicole, Jan & John  (from Shoalhaven Ex Serviceman’s 
Dance Club), Faye, Wayne & Chloe, Helen, Robyn, Jane, Janine and others helping out. Lots of customers 
and lots of books and other merchandise went out the gate. It was a case of ‘last man standing’ and I was 
so pleased to see Justin when he arrived to put away the unsold books. He was  like a knight  in shining 
armour and was so willing to help (just wish my body could keep up with my brain). All up it was hard work, 
but we raised $1609. Thanks everyone for your help and I hope that you enjoyed yourselves as much as I 
did. Only 100 boxes left for the next event!  

Joy Weatherall 
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