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Thank you 
for helping us 

help Wildlife like young Flying Fox ‘Fleur’.  

‘Fleur’ © WRSC Janine Davies 
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Email addresses……. 
committee@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
fsc@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
info@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
membership@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
newsletter@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
payments@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
president@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
secretary@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
treasurer@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

Donations can be made to……. 

BSB 641 800 
Account 200469788 

Name Wildlife Rescue Fund 
or 

PayPal & credit card via the website 
* $2 or more are tax deductible 

Facebook page…….. 
www.facebook.com/Wildlife.Rescue.SC 

Website…….. 
www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 

 Welcome to the  
Year of the Monkey …. 

Starts: 8 February 2016 

Years of the Monkey: 1920, 1932, 1944, 1956, 1968, 
1980, 1992, 2004, 2016, 2028 

Personality: Smart, quick-witted, frank, optimistic, 
ambitious and adventurous 

Lucky Numbers: 4 and 9 plus any numbers containing 
4 and 9 i.e. 49 

Lucky Colours: White, Blue and Gold 

Lucky Flowers: Chrysanthemum and Crepe Myrtle 

Lucky Directions: North, Northwest and West 

 
Flying-Fox Netting Subsidy Program  

http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/flying-fox-netting 

The funding for this program is limited. Potential applicants should contact the Authority 
prior to applying for assistance or expending funds. 
The Flying-Fox Netting Subsidy program assists orchardists in NSW whose operations would be 
significantly affected by the prohibition of licensed shooting of flying foxes as a crop protection 
measure. 
The NSW Government initially provided $5 million for the program and following increased demand 
from growers committed a further $1 million in July 2015, making a total of $6 million to assist in the 
installation of compliant netting by growers across NSW. The Flying-Fox Netting Subsidy will close 
on 30 June 2016 or when the funding is fully committed, whichever occurs first. 
A subsidy of 50%, up to a maximum of $20,000 per hectare is available to approved orchardists on 
eligible properties of the cost of installation of both throw-over netting and fully-secured netting, or 
for infrastructure upgrades to bring existing non-compliant netting up to compliant specifications. 

Additional Assistance 
The Farm Innovation Fund provides a loan which can be accessed by growers to install exclusion 
netting to prevent Flying-Fox damage to existing orchards. 
The loan is available from the Authority for net GST exclusive costs of the work less any other 
government funding, up to a maximum of $250,000 at a concessional interest rate fixed for the term 
of the loan, up to 20 years dependent upon the amount borrowed. 
 
Further information on the Flying-Fox Netting Subsidy Program and the phasing out of 
licensed shooting is available at: 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/animals/endtoshooting.htm 
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Did you know…. 
The Boxing Kangaroo design is attributed to Warrant Officer Gus Bluett 
and is based on recorded, including film archives, 19th century travelling 
side-show entertainment, when the sport of boxing contests between men 
and kangaroos were a reality. 

It was in 1941 during World War II that the design first found national 
acceptance when RAAF pilots based at Sembawang Station in Singapore, 
forming 21 Squadron, had a stencilled boxing kangaroo painted on the side 
of their Wirraway fighter planes, by aircraftman David Marfleet, to identify 
themselves to the Japanese as Australian and not British. 

The flag became famous to younger Australians when Australia II won the 
America's Cup in yachting in 1983. The Boxing Kangaroo was used by the 
owner of the team, Alan Bond, as the flag on the yacht entering and leaving 
harbor. The Australian Olympic Commission (AOC) purchased the rights to 
the Boxing Kangaroo for the Sydney Olympic Games in 2000, for 13 million 
dollars, and it was popular with pin traders.  

The Boxing Kangaroo has long been accepted as a symbol of Australia, 
certainly by Australians if not the rest of the world.  

Extract from http://www.diggerhistory.info/pages-flags/boxing-roo.htm 

The  above  photo  is  now  in  the  public 
domain  of  www.awm.gov.au  as  the 
copyright has expired. 

Carers: 157   
Rescuers: 216 

Total Members: 296 

Busy before Christmas and schools returning?  

Well the good news is you still have time to buy 
our 2016 calendar. Only for a short time though.  

To order online visit our website home page www.wildlife-rescue.org.au and click the calendar cover ~ we 
accept PayPal or credit card. To order and pay by direct transfer email payments@wildlife-rescue.org.au.  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc.'s  
first 2016 meeting is  

Wednesday 10 February  
so come along and say ‘hello’…. 

If you are interested in becoming a member, if you are a 

new member or an existing member then put the  

2nd Wednesday of every month into your calendar.  

7pm start with refreshments provided 

Nowra Library Meeting Room just off Berry Street 
(around the corner from the Library’s main entrance) 

Plenty of parking between the Library and Woolworths. 

Greg Pointing  Bundanoon 

Justine King  Bundanoon 

Jennifer Murphy  Worrigee 

Marion Rose  Mittagong 

Lucy Palmer  East Kangaloon 

Meg Thirlwall  East Kangaloon 

Charlotte Thirlwall  East Kangaloon 

George Thirlwall  East Kangaloon 

Beatrice Telling  East Kangaloon 

Teal  Robertson 
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Some rescues are draining………. 
If it wasn’t for the quick thinking  and actions of the 
Johnstone family (left photo), the Echidna ‘posing’ with them 
most likely would of drowned. 

Angela and her boys watched with delight as an Echidna 
wandered down their street, before crossing the road and 
negotiating the gutter which led into bushland. It all got a 
bit dramatic though when the Echidna chose to climb up 
over a drain. Instead of climbing over the gutter, the 
Echidna ended up slipping into the drain which was half full 
of water. Not being able to open the grate over the drain, 
Angela and her sons grabbed anything they could get their 
hands on quickly, and worked through a narrow gap to help 
the Echidna up and out of the water. Those items consisted 
of a bucket, an ice cream container, sticks and a garbage bag. 
They managed to get the Echidna up onto the ledge within 
the drain, and then called WRSC for assistance. Some smart 
thinking was to jam the ice cream container in a position 
where the Echidna could not end up back in the water. 

Gavin from WRSC arrived and was amazed with the efforts 
of the Johnstone family and could not praise them enough. 
The next step though was to get the Echidna off the drain 
ledge and well away from the drain, gutter and road, rather 
than hoping it would just get out by itself. Figuring out how 
the drain grate came off was an advantage, but it still took a 
lot of coaxing and a sturdy pair of gloves. 

Once out of harms way, Gavin gave the Johnstone's a quick 
little educational talk on Echidnas before releasing it into 
bushland about 20m away, where it proceeded to dig itself 
into the ground as Echidnas do! 

Rescue, article and photos © WRSC Gavin Swan 

Editor’s note: Echidnas can swim but how long can  one tread water in a drain 
for is anyone’s guess. Nor do we wish to find out. 
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Orphaned wombat Lucky thriving in foster care with buddy named Strike 
ABC South East NSW By Jennifer King  

Extract from http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-12-31/lucky-the-wombat-lives-on/7061522 
Photos supplied to ABC: Richard Woodman and Kerstin Schweth 

Updated Thu 31 Dec 2015, 4:53pm 

Instagram sensation Lucky, left orphaned when his marsupial mother was run over in September, is learning how to be a wombat 
thanks to a carer and a fellow orphaned joey. Lucky's mother was among a group of 11 wombats, including four feeding 
mothers, deliberately run down by a car in an act that shocked the nation. 

NSW Police were called to the Bendeela camping ground, near the Kangaroo Valley, in September, where they found the 
animals. After checking the wombats' pouches, only one joey was found — Lucky, aged about five months at the time. A photo 
of the tiny, hairless joey was posted on ABC News Instagram and received more than 1,500 likes and 110 comments. 

'LUCKY STRIKE' AS WOMBAT ORPHANS BUDDY UP 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast volunteer carer Kerstin Schweth has been responsible for Lucky's continuing care and 
rehabilitation. "Thank goodness she had no damage from the incident," Ms Schweth said. "We have buddied her up with a little 
fellow named Strike and they snuggle up and sleep with each other." 

As yet, no-one has been charged with the wildlife deaths and NSW Police said the matter had been handed over to the NSW 
National Parks and Wildlife Service. "The incident is the subject of an ongoing investigation by the NSW Office of Environment 
and Heritage," a spokesman for the office said. 

For Lucky's carer, it is a matter of raising awareness of wildlife and encouraging people to "rattle the cage" to get answers. 

"We cannot go around hurting animals because, where does it stop?" Ms Schweth said. "We find so much roadkill anyway and 
someone doing it purposely, well, we have to watch out we don't turn out like my home country [Germany] where we don't have 
any wildlife left at all. 

"Australia has such a rich variety and we should be happy about that." 

FUTURE BRIGHT FOR LUCKY 
Ms Schweth said that in the same month she got Lucky, 29 other animal rescues took place in her region alone. She said Lucky 
would stay in her care until she was about 18 months old when she would be released on a friend's 1,200-acre property nearby. 

Currently, she weighs six kilograms but by the time she is released, she will be about 22 kilograms, a good size to defend herself 
against natural predators. "The mother kicks them out at 18 months but they are street-wise," Ms Schweth said. 

"They're trained by their real mother, whereas we keep them a bit longer to make up for the loss of that. "Quite often, the animal 
tells you when they are ready to go. They have habits, like teenagers — they want to get out." 

Unfortunately, the organisation does not currently have the facilities or funding to monitor the animals they release. 
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In addition to the regular monthly Bermagui and Candelo markets, several other WRSC market stalls will be running at 
Merimbula, Pambula, Moruya and Narooma throughout the year with the help of Bronwyn and Mia. Hopefully we will 
also be able to attend some of the local festival events to promote WRSC throughout the Far South Coast region as well as 
to raise extra funds. 
The market days are really enjoyable and sociable; we are meeting great people and developing some very good contacts. 
Please feel free to come and say ‘hi’, maybe even join us, extra hands and smiles are always welcome.  

Look forward to hearing from you 
Leah 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast was seen at…. 
A special ‘New Year Bermagui market’ on Sunday 10th January, 2016 

This was an impromptu extra market which ended up being quite small and a bit 
quiet but WRSC still managed to make a considerable amount thanks to the 
generosity of the general public and the ‘behind the scene’ members.  

A member from Bemboka gathered together numerous items for us to sell – these 
included books, knitted jumpers, baby blankets, some bric-a-brac and .... the list goes 
on. 

Danie gathered together fabulous jewellery, books and DVDs. 

Mia from ‘Kaluru’ donated her own beautiful hand blown glass shells and 
ornaments. 

Peter from Bermagui donated some great quality books. 

My family also went through their homes and found whatever they could that 
would be suitable to sell. 

Thank you all for helping WRSC help wildlife! 

Without these generous donations we would not have had the range of items 
available to sell and would not raise the necessary funds WRSC need for the wildlife 
in our care.  

If any Far South Coast members wish to donate things we can sell at the Bermagui 
or Candelo  markets please call me on 0407 209 966 or email me at 
leah.reid@bigpond.com as I am able to collect most items i.e. books, records, DVDs, 
CDs, home and garden decor, crockery, vases, games, bric-a-brac etc. We would also 
be very interested in any handmade items. 

Please keep in mind we are always in need of glass jars and bottles (screw tops) for 
the preserves/jams/pickles/sauces etc. that our Bemboka members make and sell at 
the Candelo markets. As well as any wool and fabric which can be given to the 
wonderful people that donate their time making the children's and baby outfits. Above: WRSC 2016 calendar on sale 

Photos: © WRSC Leah 

GIVING BACK TO OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY 
‘Community Matters’ is Heritage Bakery at Milton 
way of supporting local people who are doing good 
things in our region. Every month the Heritage 
Bakery at Milton selects three charities to support as 
part of their ‘Community Matters’ program.  

When you shop at the bakery, you will receive 
tokens which you are invited to place into one of 
three jars.  At the end of the month the charity with 
the most tokens receives a donation from the 
Heritage Bakery. 

Throughout February Wildlife Rescue South Coast 
is one of the charities with a ‘Community Matters’ 
JAR , thanks to member Ann Cherry putting in the 
application form to the bakery.  

Open: 7 days 6am — 6pm 
Location: 197/201 Princes Hwy, Milton NSW 2538 
Web: http://heritagebakery.com.au/ 

Please encourage all you know to visit Heritage Bakery at Milton in February to vote for Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. 
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Come and say ‘hi’ to us in 2016…. 
Kangaroo Valley Show 

 12 and 13 February, 2016 
Kangaroo Valley Agricultural and Horticultural Show is a great family event,  

to be held at the Kangaroo Valley Showground on Moss Vale Road.  
It’s the ideal time and place to meet so many of our friendly volunteers 

like Lyn and her team. 

21 February 2016 
Ian and Sam will be at the Nowra Speedway for 

KidzFix Car Show 
in the WRSC Information & Reptile Awareness Tent  

WRSC Volunteers are manning the  

Nowra Speedway canteen  

21 February 2016 
8am to 12.30pm 

Merimbula Seaside Market  
and Fair  

Ford Park, Merimbula 
This new market stall is being run by WRSC Mia 

Third Sunday of every month 

13 February 2016 
8am to 1pm 

Bowral Public School Markets 
Boolwey Street, Bowral 

Kerstin and Woody are there every 

2nd Saturday of each month 

28 February 2016 
8.30am to 12.30pm 

Bermagui Hand & Homemade Market  
Dickson Park, Bermagui 

Say ‘hi’ to new WRSC members Leah and Mike 
Last Sunday of every month 

6 March 2016 
Candelo Market 

8am to 12pm 
First Sunday of every month 

Saturday 12 March &  
23 April 2016 

from 3.30pm to 9.30pm 
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Shoalhaven Bat Clinic Update 
Flying Foxes & Microbats Co-ordinator Gerry Hawkins 

Photos © WRSC Janine Davies 

It’s almost twelve months since my car accident at Valla, I’m 
pleased to report that all 45 black flying foxes in the car with 
myself and Ray have been released and hopefully are leading 
productive lives. 

The clinic has continued to operate under the hard work of Janine Davies, initially I couldn’t even give verbal 
advice but more recently I’ve been able to help Janine fill in the gaps when needed. Janine has almost single 
handedly raised thousands of dollars to help revamp a very tired flight aviary.  

Janine has had a very small core of helpers, I’d like to name these people because without their help our flying foxes 
and microbats would not have had the excellent rehabilitation work which they need for their release. Trista, Chris 
and Laurie, Anne, Nicki and Steve, Lynne, Ray and Cathy and Sam have been here every week working a roster to 
keep the clinic going. As well as our members we have had Mandy and assorted carers (Sydney Metropolitan 
Wildlife Services), Cherie (WIRES Mid South Coast) Meg (WIRES Sydney) and other bat carers from as far afield 
as Adelaide and Queensland. It is really great to have such dedicated people and they all deserve a medal.  

Mid January Janine’s fundraising efforts paid off, over $2000 was spent on the flight aviary with new nets and 
cushioned non slip lino for the floor. The lino work in the feed cage was carried out by Matti a bat carer from the 
UK (on holidays) and the main flight area was done by Janine, Ray and I. The net lining presented the biggest 
challenge with the old stuff and I think there was over a thousand cable ties having to be removed first. Steve, 
Lynne, Trista, Janine, Ray, Chris, Nicki, Phil, Belinda, Cathy and Sam all spent hours cutting, pulling and cable 
tying (over 2000 new cable ties) into place. The work was completed in three days, and now the crèche babies have 
started to integrate into the flight aviary in readiness for release.  

Thank you all    
Cheers Gerry 

Note from the Treasurer: Our thanks go to all our online donors, regular contributors and those who have responded to 
online fundraisers. Janine’s hard work with various online campaigns has really paid off and shown that there are a lot of 
flying fox supporters out there in the community, both locally and internationally. 

Below: The new flight aviary 
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Plea for help to end pelican deaths  
By ANDREW PEARSON 
Jan. 20, 2016, 6:30 a.m. 

http://www.illawarramercury.com.au/story/3672638/plea-for-help-to-end-pelican-deaths/ 
 

WOUNDED: This pelican was 
found bleeding, due to 
multiple injuries, in the Kully 
Bay area at the weekend. The 
bird had to be euthanised by a 
vet after it was rescued by 
Betty Spilsted from Australian 
Seabird Rescue.  
 
Picture: Supplied 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is the picture Betty Spilsted wants you to see. 
As rescue coordinator for Australian Seabird Rescue, Ms Spilsted has endured more than her fair share of 
heartbreak in recent days. The deaths of two pelicans – both a result of horrific injuries consistent with a 
dog attack – have prompted a desperate plea for help to end the unnecessary torture. 
One of the birds was found lifeless with its wings snapped and pouch shredded on the shore of Lake 
Illawarra at Primbee last week. Another met a violent end at nearby Warrawong on Saturday. A woman 
walking around Kully Bay spotted a bleeding pelican about 8am and alerted ASR.  
What followed was a three-hour effort to rescue the wounded bird, which Ms Spilsted said was “absolutely 
terrified, in shock, with its face hanging off”.  
The seabird rescuer of about 10 years believed dogs were responsible for both attacks and stressed the need 
for owners to control their animals.  
“You can clearly see where the teeth marks have grabbed the bird by the beak,” she said. 
“It’s almost like a shark bite … a fox’s teeth aren’t that big and the fox would have finished it off. “It’s just 
horrendous, absolutely horrendous that there’s an animal out there doing this and … now it’s blooded.” 
Ms Spilsted said off-leash dogs were banned in the areas where the injured birds were found. “Hopefully it 
[the image above] might stay in people’s mind and they might think twice before they let their dog off the 
lead,” she said. 
“It’s just absolutely horrific, you see some pretty horrible things but when it’s just something like that, 
that’s just totally unnecessary.”  
Diederik Gelderman, the vet who euthanised the pelican, also believed the bird’s multiple injuries were the 
result of a dog attack.  
“The bill had been ripped in a number of places, the bones in the bill had been broken,” Mr Gelderman, 
from The Grange Vet Clinic, said. An operation using pins and stitches could have been done, but it was a 
“horrendous exercise”, he said. 
“Most birds that are operated on and fixed like that can never go back into the wild properly … they’re 
never back to normal,” he said. 
Injured birds can be reported to Australian Seabird Rescue on 0431 282 238. 

Editor’s Note: Betty is a WRSC member as well as a member of Australian Seabird Rescue. 
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http://www.wildlifeart.com.au/ 

A website you might be interested in…. 

Some correspondence…. 
We have some wonderful members who take the phones. Without our phone operators no rescues would happen. Same goes for 
our wonderful rescuers and carers.  

Catherine Joukador, 21 January 2016  

Grant, the guy who does my garden is a wildlife lover and lives at Shoalhaven Heads. His garden is planted with lots of natives, 
especially bottlebrush and grevilleas and some time ago a couple approached him and explained that they were members of 
South Coast Wildlife Rescue and asked if they could please pick some grevillea flowers for a baby sugar glider they had in care. 
He told them to pick whatever they needed when they wanted it. Yesterday a laminated photo of a sugar glider on a grevillea 
flower was left in the letterbox with a thank you from the glider and saying he had been released into the wild. Grant was de-
lighted and I thought it was such a nice gesture from your members, and a guarantee that they will always be free to collect 
from his garden. A little appreciation goes a long way!  

Cheers Val, 19 January 2016 

I would like to acknowledge those members that have done an awesome job on both the Wildlife Rescue South Coast hot-lines 
over this busy period. It is not easy and both lines have been incredibly busy. Well done and hopefully a little bit of peace is not 
far away.  

Deborah Colbert, January 19 2016 

Hi, Just wanted to say that I am impressed with the response when I rang you in regards to a dove that I found struggling on the 
ground whilst holidaying in the area. A lovely man arrived within 5 mins of my call (he actually lived down the road from my 
holiday house) I found under my door a post card from your group saying that he found a large tick on it, the bird was able to be 
released a few days later. It was great to hear this Thank you for the work you do!!  

Julie, 9 January 2016 

Good luck to Lucky and all the other animals you care for. I was in your area a few months ago while visiting Australia. Keep 
up the good work, there are a lot of cruel people in this world.  

Regards Michael, Mylor Bridge, Cornwall UK 
31 December 2015 

Such a lovely story about Lucky and Strike - thank you for doing what you do. Am very happy to donate after seeing the pics. 
Happy new year!!!  

Kate,30 December 2015 

Many thanks for a great newsletter. Merry Christmas,  
Roma, 8 December 2015 

I LOVE the wildlife cupcakes! (December Newsletter) They are brilliant. Merry Christmas and love  
Alexandra, 7 December 2015 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc.  
thank Nowra Farmers Market  

for being one of our  
2016 calendar sponsors 

111 North Street 

NOWRA NSW 2541 

ph. 02 4422 3356 

fax. 02 4422 3357 
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VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED 
Sunday February 21 for the  

KidzFix Rally Car Show at Nowra Speedway. 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc have been invited to have an 
information & display tent at the show and in return WRSC has 

been asked to assist with the running of some parts of the event. 

WRSC needs willing volunteers to man the information/display tent 
and to assist generally in the canteen, with parking/crowd control 

and lots of other small jobs. Profits from the day will be shared 
between KidzFix and WRSC. This promises to be a great 

fundraising activity for us and the more members helping the better. 

Please contact Jenny Packwood 0418 497 345 or  
Cathy Joukador 0416 062 449 for more information and if you can 
help. Even if you can only spare a couple of hours please come  

and help WRSC raise necessary funds for our wildlife. 

12 March and 23 April to operate the  
Nowra Speedway canteen.  

Hours are 3.30pm until 9.30pm with various duties including 
preparing food, selling and operating the BBQ. It’s a fun evening 
and could potentially bring in a lot of funds for our wildlife as the 

profits from the canteen go to WRSC. 

Please contact Jenny Packwood 0418 497 345 or  
Cathy Joukador 0416 062 449 if you can help out  

on either or both nights. 

ADVANCED	MACROPOD	COURSE	
13th	February	2016	

Wamboin	Community	Centre,	Bingley	Road,	Wamboin	 	
9.00am	–	4.00pm	

Presented	by	Rosemary	Austen	

The	 topics	 covered	 are	 all	 issues	 that	 are	 encountered	 whilst	
caring	for	macropods.		The	 course	will	cover	causes,	symptoms,	
treatment	and	prevention	of:‐	

 Myopathy	–	Capture	myopathy	i.e.	chased,	restraint,	
containment	

 Urology	‐		Kidney	function	&	renal	failure,	UTI,	
Crystalluria	

 Jaw	problems	‐	misalignment,	lumps	and	infection	
 Herpes	Kangaroo	Virus	
 Open	forum	‐	welcoming	carers	to	share	cases,	ask	

questions	etc	

Cost	‐	$20.00	for	members	 $25.00	for	non	members	

Attendees	to	bring	their	own	lunch	as	there	are	no	shops	nearby.	
Morning	and	 afternoon	tea	is	provided.	

RSVP	training@wildcare.com.au	or		
call	Val	(62995979)	or	Laurel	(62978806)	 to	register.	

Course	payment	is	due	in	advance	and	should	be		
made	by	bank	deposit	into:	
Commonwealth	Bank	account	

BSB:	062	593		
Account	No:	2802	6717	

Account	name:	Wildcare	Queanbeyan	inc.	
Reference:	Your	Surname	and	"Mac"		

 Be	part	of	Australasian	Bat	night		
March	and	April	2016	

 Time	to	start	thinking	
about		

2016	Bat	Night!		

 Australasian	Bat	Night		
is	happening	again	in	2016.	

 

Australasian	 Bat	 Night	 is	 a	 public	 awareness	
programme	aiming	to	educate	people	about	bats,	
to	raise	the	pro ile	of	bats	and	debunk	the	myths	
and	 fears,	 to	 achieve	 better	 conservation	
outcomes	and	assist	people	to	live	with	bats.	

Australasian	 Bat	 Night	 is	
getting	 bigger	 and	 better!	
Over	 50	 events	 all	 over	
Australia	 and	 New	 Zealand	
occurred	during	2015	as	bat	
specialists	 again	 teamed	up	
with	 community	 and	 local	
government	 groups	 to	 raise	 awareness	 of	 bats,	
with	 some	 events	 attracting	 100,	 200	 and	 even	
500	participants!	

Help	make	2016	even	better!		
Visit	the	ABS	website	http://ausbats.org.au/		

to		 ind	out	more.		
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Dugong rescued from cool waters of 
NSW far south coast 

By Alice Matthews  

Updated Thu 21 Jan 2016, 8:05pm  
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-01-21/dugong-rescue-merimbula-nsw-far-south/7104804 

A 400kg dugong has been flown from the New South Wales far south coast to Queensland on a Hercules aircraft to relocate it to 
warmer waters. The animal had no chance of survival in Merimbula, where there have been fewer than five sightings of the 
species in 50 years, according to marine experts. It is believed the displaced animal found its way south on the East Australian 
Current. 

Crews spent Wednesday trying to capture the animal, 
before it managed to swim through the channel and out to 
sea. Sea World marine science director Trevor Long said 
the mammal was relocated this morning. 

"Obviously the capture is a stressful situation …we dive 
beside their tail, grab their tail, then other people get in 
and restrain it," he said. 

"It's a little bit like a rodeo … but we've never had an issue 
with it." 

He added the animal coped well and was given the all-
clear to board its flight. 

Peter Windle from the New South Wales National Parks 
and Wildlife Service said moving a dugong was not an 
easy feat. 

"It will be carried in a sling onto the back of a truck, and 
will be placed in the tank then be taken to the airport," he 
said. 

"At the airport it will be lifted out of the tank and the tank 
placed in the aircraft and Goodbye Dugong," he said. 

Experts from Sydney's SEA LIFE Aquarium, the NSW National Parks and 
Wildlife Service, and Sea World on the Gold Coast assess the dugong at 
Merimbula before loading it onto a Hercules aircraft to fly to warmer 
waters in Queensland. (Photo: ABC: Alice Matthews)  

HIGH HOPES FOR 'MERIMBULA'S' 
SURVIVAL 

The Organisation for the Rescue and Research of Cetaceans in 
Australia (ORRCA) said the decision to return the dugong to 
warmer waters was made after its condition began to deteriorate. 

"Its spine is starting to become very apparent and that's a sign that 
it doesn't have that lovely layer of blubber that it needs to stay 
warm and to thrive," ORRCA's Shona Lorigan said. 

But there was hope the dugong, which rescuers named Merimbula, 
could live up to 70 years old. 

"We believe the reality of it living a long live is quite good," she 
said. 

"We are quite positive about it at the moment." 

After its stay at Sea World, the dugong will be released into the 
wild, where it will continue to be tracked. 

(Above and Below Photo: ABC: Alice Matthews)  

Below Left Photo: The journey starts for 'Merimbula' the 
dugong about to be loaded onto a Hercules aircraft on the far 
south coast of NSW bound for the warmer waters of Queensland. 
(Supplied: New South Wales Parks and Wildlife Service)  
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Baby Blue Tongues 
WRSC Reptile & Amphibian Co-ordinator Jane Mills 

WRSC Reptile Carer Ian Usher 
Thursday 28 January 2016 

It was a day like no other for the team at Bomaderry Veterinary Hospital when they 
delivered by emergency surgery 10 premature blue tongue lizards.  

A member of the public rushed the body 
of a gravid blue tongue to the vet 
following a fatal dog attack which left 
the lizard disembowelled. It was when 
this caring person was checking that 
there was nothing that they could do to 
save the lizard that they noticed that 
there were babies and they were 
moving!  

The drama did not end with the birth 
but 2 of the tiny ones were not 
breathing and one of these was able to 
be revived the other sadly was not so 
fortunate. A phone call was made and 
WRSC reptile carer Ian Usher arrived 
at the vets to collect the 9 surviving 
babies and they will remain in care for 
a time to allow them to grow.  

They are currently weighing in at the 8 
gram mark and on average baby blue 
tongues are born with a live birth 
weight between 10 - 20g, so these little 
ones stand a good chance of surviving 
their dramatic start to life. They also 
have the capacity to live easily to the 20 
years mark and beyond so fingers 
crossed Ian can nurse the babies to good 
health and they can be released to go on 
and live long, long lives doing what 
lizards do best. 

Photos © WRSC Robyn 
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Sniffer dogs helping fight to save endangered mountain pygmy possums from feral cats 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-01-23/sniffer-dogs-saving-endangered-mountain-pygmy-possums/7108200?section=environment 

ABC Rural  

Article and photos by regional affairs reporter Lucy Barbour 
Sat 23 Jan 2016, 12:43pm  

Cute, cuddly spaniels are becoming one of the 
best weapons in the Federal Government's war 
on feral cats. 

The Office of Environment and Heritage and the 
Department of Environment are using the sniffer 
or "detector" dogs to help save endangered 
species, like the mountain pygmy possum. 

The mountain pygmy only exists in two 
Australian alpine parks, and feral cats have been 
putting a major dent in the population. 

Australia's Threatened Species Commissioner 
Gregory Andrews said the possums, which 
weigh just 45 grams when fully grown, were no 
match for cats. 

According to Mr Andrews, snow in the mountain pygmy's habitat has been melting earlier in the season, meaning 
food for the animal has not been ready when they wake from hibernation, and cats have been able to target them 
when they are hungry and weak. "They're knocking them off one-by-one as they wake up from hibernation," he said. 

There are only about 2,500 mountain pygmy possums remaining in Australia, while the feral cat population is 
estimated to be close to 20 million. Last year Federal Environment Minister Greg Hunt allocated $140,000 to help 
endangered animals, like the mountain pygmy possum, survive that threat. 

The money was pooled with grants from the NSW Office of Heritage and Environment to fund a program called 
Saving our Species, with the focus on using detector dogs to save the possums. 

Andrew Miners has been hired as a cat trapper as part of the program and relies on the help of his English springer 
spaniel, Dottie, to search for cats in areas where they have been active. Andrew Miners has been hired as a cat 
trapper as part of the program and relies on the help of his English springer spaniel, Dottie, to search for cats in areas 
where they have been active. 

Mr Andrews said it was too early to say whether the program was helping to increase possum numbers, but he was 
confident it would mean the species would not be wiped out altogether. 

"I want more Australians to become aware [of the issue] and part of that is loving our wildlife enough to tackle the 
invasive species that are causing so much damage," Mr Andrews said  
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Australasian Bat Society 
2016 Conference & AGM  

http://ausbats.org.au/2016-conference-agm/4589345616   

Where: The Old Woolstore Apartment Hotel,  
1 Macquarie Street, Hobart, Tasmania, Australia  
When: 29 March - 1 April 2016 
Normal Registrations Close: 28 Feb 2016  
Late Registrations Close: 8 March 2016  

The Australasian Bat Society is proud to announce 
that its 17th biennial conference will be held in 
Hobart. As usual, we anticipate an exciting program 
of spoken and poster presentations on a wide 
range of bat-related topics to be presented by 
researchers, consultants, educators, wildlife carers 
and other bat enthusiasts from across the 
Australasian region.  

The formal conference program, coupled with a 
range of enticing workshops, social events, field 
forays and informal discussions, will captivate and 
inform delegates over the three-day program on the 
latest information and news relating to bat 
conservation  

The conference is being held near the majestic 
Hobart waterfront, close to the CBD and amenities. 
Conference activities, including the conference 
dinner, will be held in and around the foothills of 
kunanyi / Mount Wellington. This region is known 
as one of the few areas where all eight Tasmanian 
bat species, including the endemic Tasmanian long
-eared bat, are known to occur.  

Join us, and enjoy the sensational cultural and 
culinary delights that Hobart has to offer and 
experience the unique Tasmanian wilderness right 
at our door.  

We look forward to seeing you.  

A NEW facebook page that may interest… 
https://www.facebook.com/ARCCInc/ 

Raptor Care and Conservation Inc 
Non Profit Organisation 

A book you may be interested in…. 

Upside	Down	World	
Penny Olsen AM 

 
Early	European	Impressions	of	
Australia's	Curious	Animals	

268 pages 
Publisher: National Library of Australia 

Paperback - 2010 
ISBN: 9780642277060 

Late eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century 
Eurocentric perceptions of natural history led to the 
flora and fauna of the new colony of New South Wales 
being viewed as deficient and inferior.  

Zoologist Penny Olsen uses the art collection of the 
National Library of Australia to explore the discovery of 
Australia’s extraordinary animals and our changing 
attitudes towards them. The sociology of our attitudes to 
Australia’s wildlife is a fascinating field that deserves 
more attention. It helps us to understand past and 
present attitudes towards wildlife conservation in the 
nation with the worst extinction record of all in recent 
times. 
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Our colourful and varied avian wildlife is beautifully 
captured in Maxwell & Williams Birds of Australia 
collection. The range's mugs, cake plates and 
coasters make wonderful gifts for both Aussies and 
distant admirers, and will add immeasurable 
vibrancy to the tables they grace.  

The Maxwell & Williams Birds of Australia collection 
includes Superb Fairy-wrens, Blue Wrens, Major 
Mitchell’s Cockatoos, Rosellas, Kingfishers, 
Lorikeets, Kookaburras and Galahs, truly 
representing the unique and beautiful Australian 
birds. 

For stockists visit www.maxwellandwilliams.com.au 

Call out for Tasmanians to entice native frogs into backyard havens 
By Jane Ryan 

Updated Fri 15 Jan 2016, 11:29am  
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-01-15/tasmanians-urged-to-entice-native-frogs-into-backyard-havens/7084780 

Forget the backyard spa, Tasmanians are being 
urged to build water features on a much smaller 
scale in order to encourage local amphibians. 

There are about 200 varieties of frog in Australia, 
three of them are found only in the island state. 

The Tasmanian tree frog, Tasmanian froglet and the 
moss frog come out in full force after summer rains. 
Also to be found in Tasmania are the spotted marsh 
frog and the pobblebonk frog. 

Felicity Harvey from the Foundation for National 
Parks and Wildlife wants to see more residents 
sharing their backyards with native frogs. 

She said frogs are the best indicator of a healthy in 
ecosystem. "They're very susceptible to changes in 
the environment," she said. 

"They have porous skin so they absorb a lot of 
chemicals. 

"In Tasmania they're surviving and they're doing 
pretty well, which is a good sign the ecosystem is 
doing well too." 

Editor’s note: This is an extract to learn more about 
Pobblebonk frogs read the whole article via the link 

Photo: Frogs can be found breeding in ponds within days of 
them being established in the backyard.  
(Supplied: Felicity Harvey)  

HOW TO BUILD A FROG POND IN 10 EASY STEPS 

 Choose fibreglass, hard plastic mould or freeform pond liner 
 Position it in 2/3 shade 
 Build it before it rains 
 Dig your hole and line with sand and line with chosen material 
 Add a layer of small, clean pebbles or gravel 
 Choose native aquatic plants 
 Fill up the pond (let the chlorine evaporate over a few days) 
 Plant your grasses, sedges, and small shrubs and add a stick across  

the water 
 Buy algae flakes from a pet shop to feed tadpoles along with spinach 

and lettuce 
 Be patient - it might take a few months before your local frogs find  

your new pond 
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Bunnings BBQ Mittagong 
Saturday 30 January 2016 Wildlife Rescue South 
Coast held a successful “Sausage Sizzle” fundraiser 
at Bunnings Mittagong. The weather was good all 
day till the time until just after the BBQ closed, 
then the heavens opened up. 

The event would not have been possible without 
the support of Bunnings Mittagong, Bowral 
Hotel’s full esky of ice (their 2nd BBQ donation), 
the hungry public and the team of 9 volunteer 
members who worked a rotating roster on the day: 
Emma Cleaver, Jeremy Long, Kerstin Schweth, 
Kylie Stefaniuk, Loesje McRae, Ray McGibbon, 
Tim Groves, Yvette Perry and Richard Woodman. 
Thanks to all. 

Left photo (L - R): Emma, Kylie, Ray with 
Jeremy in the foreground 

Below photo (L - R): Loesje, Tim, Emma, Yvette, 
Ray and a satisfied junior customer in the 
foreground. 

Review and Photos © WRSC Richard Woodman 

Please Help Us Help Wildlife….  
Visit our refreshed ‘Please Donate’ website page, we have 
tried to make it even easier for you to help wildlife! 
By cheque, money order, direct transfer or PayPal. You do 
not need a PayPal account as you can use your credit or debit 
card in a secure and trusted site. Donations of $2 or more are 
tax deductible. 
Located under the ‘Home’ tab:  

http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/please-donate.html 
Boobook ©  courtesy of Mark Kelly (ARCC/MKimages) 
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WRSC has another new web page.... 

  Frogs are smiling because Wildlife Rescue South Coast actively promotes frog friendly gardens. They may not 
be cute and cuddly but frogs are an important part of Australia's creeks, rivers and wetlands. If frogs start 
disappearing from the landscape, it is a sure sign that it's time to take better care of their watery homes. Human 
activities like land clearing , as well as invasive plants and animals play a role, and it is thought climate change 
and pollution are also likely to be contributing to the decline in frog populations. The deadly Chytrid fungus - 
an infectious disease contaminating frogs worldwide, is also affecting many vulnerable species.  

Located under the ‘Wildlife Info’ tab is the new Links page to other wildlife websites. Click a logo and the 
relevant website will open in a new window. The Links page is still under construction and we hope it 
will grow……..http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/links.html 

The recent wet weather has the frog chorus croaking…. some may curse but without frogs the 
environment is in trouble. Wildlife Rescue South Coast is celebrating all things green 

Frogs are cold-blooded 
animals that belong to a 
group of animals called 
amphibians. There are about 
4000 frog species worldwide. 
Australia has 208 frog species, 
and many of these are endemic 
- that is, they are found 
nowhere else in the world.  

Green tree frog © WRSC RA 

Eight species of Australian 
frogs have become extinct 
in the last 25 years,* which 
means they have died out, 
and several more are likely 
to be extinct in the near 
future. 
* Source: NSW OEH 
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