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Please help us help Wildlife 
this summer 

as we all need somewhere  
to cool off.…. 

http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/frogs.html 

 WILDLIFE 
LIVE 
HERE 

©RA 2017 
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BSB 641 800 
Account 200469788 
Name Wildlife Rescue Fund 
 Please email your bank confirmation receipt to  

treasurer@wildlife-rescue.org.au  
or 

PayPal & credit card via the website 
 $2 or more are tax deductible 

P l e a s e  d o nat e  to  h e l p  u s … .  

http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/please-donate.html 

 

A special thank you…. 
To the businesses who support Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. by allowing one of our donation tins in their premises and 
their patrons who generously & regularly give which helps us with our rescue and rehabilitation efforts. 

Shoalhaven Heads Hotel Lettuce Inn Shoalhaven Heads Kangaroo Valley Bake House 

To the businesses and organization who donated to Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc.  

To the individual generous December and January donors: 

Bannah, F 
Bendror, B 
Blanche, S 
Body, D 
Boulting, M 
Brogan, Z 

Craven, P 
Flack, R 
Hanke, N 
Inwood, R 
Jackman, K 
Jones, M 

Keen, R 
King, J 
Mackintosh, J 
McKenzie-Clark, S 
Orr, R 
Pang, E 

Rix, T 
Spendley, T&P 
Vine, K 
Woolcock, R 

Australand Corporation 
FMoD (Fur Monsters of Doom) 

Bat World Sanctuary 
Bohmers Tree Care 

Milton Ulladulla Dog Training 
Centre 

Albert C 
Allington L 
Arnault D 
Beatty A 
Beauvais P 
Bell L 
Bita R 
Boulting M 
Cardoso D 
Carter S 
Christiansen E 
Egglestone D 
Enever L 
Figueres M 
Fischgrund A 
Floyd C 
Fort J 

Fox R 
Fuller N 
Gredley S 
Heagney A 
Hochstetter L 
Jacobs R 
Januszewski D 
La Penna L 
Lawrie C 
Lechartier I 
Lester M 
Levine K 
Lewis L 
Maneri D 
Martin-Wong T 
McKeehan J 
Morad D 

Morgan D 
Murray-Rutz P 
Oeser K 
Parker R 
Porter C 
Randles V 
Ratliff F 
Raven M 
Rohrer L 
Russell K 
Sears F 
Shannon C 
Sherman D 
Smith R 
Smith V 
Snyder K 
Sullivan N 

Switzer P 
Tesh J 
Tomlinson J 
Wade D 
Waldron C 
Walker R 
White K 
Wickham P 
Zander D 
Zigra S 

A donation in honour of  
Wendy Zeller  

(an outstanding animal 
advocate) was made by 

Lampert J.  

With the extreme temperature events of 2016 and the recent summertime heatwaves the following have specified their 
donations go towards the various Flying Fox appeals. 

Thank you…. 
To all who bought the 2017 Wildlife Rescue South Coast calendar, we hope you, your 
family and friends like the photographs of our amazing Australian wildlife. 
If you missed out buying this unique calendar then you could try your luck and send an 
email to WRSC Treasurer Vikki in case there are any left. 

All of your generous donations go directly towards helping us help wildlife. If you have made a donation to Wildlife 
Rescue South Coast Inc. and have not received your tax deductable receipt or your name has not been included in the 
list and you wish it to be please contact us at treasurer@wildlife-rescue.org.au.  

Please if you make a donation, especially by direct debit, email the bank confirmation receipt to treasurer@wildlife-
rescue.org.au  and tell us why and/or the species you wish the donation to go towards. We want to thank you, we 
want your donation to go to the intended recipient and we want to send you a tax deductible receipt for helping us 
help wildlife. We can’t do it without you. 
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A movie that may interest you…. 
THE EAGLE HUNTRESS follows Aisholopan, a 13-year-old girl, as 
she trains to become the first female in twelve generations of her 
Kazakh family to become an eagle hunter, and rises to the pinnacle of a 
tradition that has been handed down from father to son for centuries. 

Set against the breathtaking expanse of the Mongolian steppe, the 
film features some of the most awe-inspiring cinematography ever 
captured in a documentary, giving this intimate tale of a young girl’s 
quest the dramatic force of an epic narrative film. While there are many 
old Kazakh eagle hunters who vehemently reject the idea of any female 
taking part in their ancient tradition, Aisholpan’s father Nurgaiv 
believes that a girl can do anything a boy can, as long as she’s 
determined. 

The story begins after Aisholpan has been training with her father’s 
eagle for many months. As every eagle can only have one master, the 
time has come for Aisholpan to capture an eagle of her own. Clambering 
down a sheer rock cliff with a rope, Aisholpan retrieves a fledgling 
eagle from its nest as its mother circles overhead. Her eagle will live, 
train, and hunt with her, until she releases it into the wild years later, so 
the cycle of life can continue.  

After months of training her eagle with her father, Aisholpan is ready to 
test her abilities. She enters a renowned competition, the Golden Eagle 
Festival, and faces off against 70 of the greatest Kazakh eagle hunters in 
Mongolia. The most arduous challenge is yet to come, as the rite-of-
passage for every young eagle hunter is to take part in a hunt. Aisholpan 
must ride with her father deep into the frigid mountains and endure 40 
below zero temperatures and perilous landscapes to prove she is a true 
eagle huntress. 

  

A  big thank you to the Moruya Country Market for donating Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. 
three market stalls on the 3rd &17th December 2016 and 21 January 2017.  

The weather was nice and warm, with a family of rainbow lorikeets playing in the tree across from the WRSC stall.  Our market stalls are 
not only a means to raise funds for WRSC but we attempt to help educate the general public as to the issues confronting local wildlife. 
We had quite a few interesting questions asked from a variety of people, from locals to visitors from overseas, such as:   

 Do you know what kind of bird this is, we took a photo of it? 
 We have possums in the roof, what can we do about them?  
 I have bandicoots digging small holes in my front lawn, how can I stop them?  
 Are we allowed to keep wildlife as pets if we find them injured?  
 How can we volunteer with WRSC?  
 Why do kookaburras laugh (this question came from a lovely young girl, aged 6)? 
 We were fishing and snagged a pelican on the face, and we had to cut the line. The hook is still in its face with a lot of line 

trailing behind. Will it come out on its own?  
 We have a very small red bird that is too quick to take a photo of. We think it's been visiting our holiday rental grevillea for 

a few days now, what kind of bird do you think it could be? 
 What can we do if we see a dead kangaroo on the road? 
 How can we donate to WRSC? 
 Why are so many bats dying? 

Review and photo © WRSC Bronwyn  

If interested in becoming a volunteer the membership application form is 
available on http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/become-a-volunteer.html 
and donations are gratefully accepted by several means so please visit 
http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/please-donate.html. If making a 
donation by direct debit please email your bank confirmation to Vikki 
(WRSC treasurer) treasurer@wildlife-rescue.org.au. WRSC like to 
say ‘thank you’ as well as send a tax deductible receipt for donations 
over $2.  
NB:  In NSW it is illegal for anyone not holding a licence (or valid permit) 
to capture, keep, transport or harm any native wildlife.  
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A facebook page that may interest… 
https://www.facebook.com/OneTreePerChild/ 

One Tree per Child 
@ OneTreePerChild 

The 2016/17 Committee…. 
President 

Richard Woodman (Woody) 

Vice President 
Dusty Jones 

Treasurer 
Vikki Dooper 

Secretary 
Jenny Packwood 

Committee Members 
Margaret Barnaby 

Debbie Colbert  
Kim Goodsell 

Sam Jaye 

Email addresses……. 
committee@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

fsc@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
info@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

membership@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
newsletter@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
payments@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
president@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
secretary@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
treasurer@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
training@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

Wildlife Sanctuary Nesting boxes 
Trees, especially hollows in trees, provide essential habitat for 
many Australian animals. Hollows only develop in mature trees, 
and are increasingly rare as larger trees are removed. 

Nesting boxes are artificial hollows and can help to ease local 
competition for natural nesting hollows in trees. They are 
particularly useful in suburban areas where loss of natural 
nesting sites is becoming an increasing problem. 

By purchasing a nesting box, you can provide habitat for native 
animals in your garden or local area and aid in their survival by 
keeping them out of roofs and away from pest animals.  

La Trobe Wildlife Sanctuary, La Trobe University nesting boxes 
are constructed from environmentally responsible eco-ply and 
are durable, aesthetically pleasing, easy to install and do not 
affect the growth of trees they are placed on. 

Nesting boxes can be purchased from their retail shop pre-built 
or as a kit (flat pack) which you can build yourself.  

For online enquiries email: nestboxes@latrobe.edu.au. 
Purchase nesting Boxes online at the LTWS Webstore. 
https://latrobe.onestopsecure.com/OneStopWeb/WSeStore/menu 

La Trobe Wildlife Sanctuary has 
a range of nest boxes for birds 
and mammals including the 
Antechinus as well as for the 
Microbat  (right)   and they even 
have ‘bug pads’ as in the photo 
below. 
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Frogs have found a new home  
in the Reptile section of the Wildlife Rescue South Coast 

website.  
http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/frogs.html 

They may not be cute and cuddly but frogs are an important part of Australia's creeks, rivers and 
wetlands.  There are about 4000 frog species worldwide and Australia has 208 frog species. The new 
main frog information page describes this amphibian’s life cycle, threats including the deadly Chytrid 
fungus, what you can do to help as well as some important froggy sites. We have also put together 
some information on how you can give a frog a home and provided a list of frog friendly native plants. 

Encouraging frogs is a wonderful way to bring back lost biodiversity and a worthwhile addition to any 
garden. Hearing the call of frogs any evening is a fantastic sound (frogs can be vocal – especially at 
night) but remember that not all your neighbours may agree, so think carefully about where you place 
your pond/bog.  

Certain frogs can jump up to 20 times their own body length in a single leap and love 
gutters/downpipes even self watering plant pots and bird baths, especially when filled with rainwater. 
Frogs cannot live in the sea or any salt water and because frogs come out in the rain, people used to 
think that they fell to earth in the rain!  

Fabulous frogs  
Nature (2014 TV Series)  
Sir David Attenborough takes us on a journey through the weird and wonderful 
world of frogs, shedding new light on these charismatic, colorful and frequently 
bizarre little animals through first-hand stories, the latest science, and cutting-
edge technology. Frogs from around the world are used to demonstrate the 
amazing adaptations and survival techniques that have made them the most 
successful of all amphibians. Among the topics: courtship behaviors, which range 
from simple calling (where the female heads to whichever male has the loudest 
voice) to all-out brawls amongst competing males; anatomy; and defense 
mechanisms, which can include deadly toxins on the skin. Also detailed is the 
danger that environmental problems present frogs. 
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Online 
Submit your comments online using the form below. 

 

Email your comments to:  
pas.amendment@environment.nsw.gov.au 

 

Post your submission to: 
Amendment to the Priorities Action Statement 
Office of Environment and Heritage 
PO Box A290 
Sydney South NSW 1232 

Securing the koala in the wild in NSW for 100 years 
Draft Saving our Species Iconic Koala Project 

The Saving our Species Iconic Koala Project aims to secure the koala in the wild in NSW for 100 years by reducing critical 
threats to the species; ensuring adequate protection, management and restoration of koala habitat; and maintaining healthy 
breeding populations of koalas throughout their current range. The Chief Executive of the Office of Environment and Heritage 
proposes to amend the NSW Threatened Species Priorities Action Statement (PAS). 
A Saving our Species conservation project for the koala is now in draft. The draft project includes a list of actions that are 
proposed as amendments (PDF 160KB) to the existing Priorities Action Statement (PAS) for the koala (Phascolarctos cinereus). 
Public exhibition for the Saving our Species Iconic Koala Project is from 4 December 2016 to 3 March 2017.  

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/securing-the-koala-in-the-wild-in-nsw-for-100-years 

While all submissions count, they are most effective when we understand your ideas and the outcomes you want for koala 
conservation. Below are some suggestions to help you write your submission: 

 Write clearly and be specific about the issues that are of concern to you. 

 Note which part or section of the Saving our Species Iconic Koala Project to which your comments relate. 

 Give reasoning in support of your points - this helps avoid misinterpretation and makes it easier for us consider your ideas. 

 If you agree or support a particular part or idea in the Saving our Species Iconic Koala Project, please tell us. 

 If you disagree, please tell us specifically what you disagree with and why you disagree. 

 It is very helpful to suggest solutions or alternatives to managing the issue if you can. 

You can provide your written submission using one of the methods shown below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The NSW Government is also conducting a process of community engagement to help in developing a NSW Koala Strategy. 
The government is inviting your comments on what should be included in a whole-of-government NSW koala strategy to help 
ensure koalas will continue to live and thrive in NSW. 

Community information sessions 
If you would like to ask questions to find out more about the draft Saving Our Species Iconic Koala Project and the Koala 
Strategy development process, come along to one of the following community information sessions: 

 Bega - Tuesday 14 February, 4:30pm at the Bega Valley Commemorative Civic Centre 

 Gunnedah - Thursday 16 February, 4:30pm at the Gunnedah Cultural Precinct 

 Campbelltown - Monday 20 February, 4:30pm at the Greg Percival Community Centre 
Register at  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/nsw-koala-strategy-community-information-session-tickets-29426736160  
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Do you want to help save a life like Emily & Candy?  

W ildlife Rescue South Coast operate a 24/7 emergency mobile phone service where members of the 
public can report any injured or orphaned native wildlife direct to our volunteers.  

With the extremely high temperature days experienced prior to Christmas continuing beyond the school 
holidays and well into February our hotline especially the rostered phone volunteers have been stretched 
to their limit and now need help.  

Are there any members that can spare one day a month or even one day every two months to help ease the 
load?  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast cannot operate to the extent it does without the dedication of the volunteers 
who are the ‘voice’ of our organisation and as such is vital to the effectiveness of our rescue service. Hotline 
volunteers are well supported by the more experienced members and refresher training can be arranged. 

This is a great way to get to know other members and who does what plus you could just help save a life. 
The 3 most common reasons for wildlife to be injured or orphaned over the summer months are: 

1. Collision with motor vehicles  
2. Unusual weather conditions eg extremely high temperature days, bushfires and floods 
3. Entanglement  

Please phone Debbie (0403 305 948) or Carly (0430 340 781) if you are able to lend your voice. 

R e s c u e d  p l a y f u l  c h a r a c t e r s  E m i l y  &  C a n d y  —  W R S C  J u d y  B a i l e y  

These 2 adorable girls Emily (left) and Candy (right) are 
now about 8kg.  They both came into care after their mums 
were killed by motor vehicles. 

Candy was from Robertson and went to a WIRES Illawarra 
carer first and was then transferred to me at about 
600grm.  Emily came to me at 350grm and was from 
Bungonia.  

They are presently both down the same ‘burrow’ at my 
place and come up together full of life, fun and playfulness 
every morning and evening for milk/grass and pellets. 

They will be with me till they are over 20kg, which should 
be in October/November, then they will be taken to a 
release burrow. 

Emily & Candy 1 Feb 17 © WRSC Carer Judy Bailey 

These birds are rarely seen as they spend most of their days 
in dense vegetation on the ground in wet heathy swamps 
and is a highly secretive bird.   

Judy had the pleasure of caring for this little juvenile 
Lewin’s Rail towards the end of January and writes: 

‘This little juvenile was found on Callala Beach Rd, Callala 
Beach where a brackish creek goes under the road.  What I 
think could have happened is ‘Lewin’ may have been 
crossing the road with its parents and unfortunately got hit 
by a passing car.   

What is amazing was the outcome of slight concussion. 
‘Lewin’ was placed into my care and I managed to get the 
bird eating, hunting and back to the bird’s habitat in 7 days. 

Or would you prefer to help save a rare  Lewin’s Rail? 

Lewin 1 Feb 17 © WRSC Carer Judy Bailey  

Release was great, with big gumboots on I walked up to the edge of the creek and let the bird out. Straight away it 
was down to the edge pecking and hunting for food. It looked like Lewin had never been away and the best outcome 
for me was seeing it back in the wild where it belonged.’ 
Lewin's rail (Lewinia pectoralis) is a species of bird in the family Rallidae. It is found in Australia, Wallacea, and New Guinea. 
Lewin’s rail is a small to medium-sized bird with a body length of 20 to 27cm. The top of the head and back of the neck are a light 
chestnut colour and the wings are mottled and have black-to-chestnut stripes. The chin and underside of the neck are light grey. 
Legs and feet are grey and the abdomen is a barred black and white.  Lewin’s rails breed over the summer period, laying three to 
five eggs in their saucer-shaped ground nests sitting just above the water’s edge, which they build from dry vegetation such as 
reeds and grasses. The nests usually sit just above the water’s edge in dense reeds and grassland. 
Extract from https://www.redland.qld.gov.au/info/20254/wildlife_in_the_redlands/697/lewins_rail 
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Help operate the Nowra Speedway ‘Pit Stop’ canteen.  

18 February, 4 & 18 March, 1 & 15 April 2017  
Hours are 3.30pm until 9.30pm with various duties including preparing food, selling and operating 
the BBQ. It’s a fun evening and could potentially bring in a lot of funds for our wildlife as a 
percentage of the profits from the night go to WRSC. 

Please contact  
Ian Usher 0408 216 467 

if you can help out  
on any or all nights. 

Friday 17 February, 2017 
8:30am - 11:00pm 
Saturday 18 February, 2017 
8:00am - 11:00pm 
 

Osborne Park 
Moss Vale Rd, 
Kangaroo Valley NSW 2577 

In 2017 Wildlife Rescue South Coast will be at…. 
 

Friday 10 February 7.30am to 10pm 
Saturday 11 February 8am to 10pm  

(Fireworks Finale 9.15/9.30pm) 

Nowra Showground West Street Nowra NSW 2540 
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Candelo Markets…. 
Held on the first Sunday of every 

month in the Candelo township. The 
largest market on the Sapphire Coast 
with a field full of stalls and a strong 

focus on local produce and old wares. 

Hours: 8.30am to 12.30pm 

Visit the WRSC display stalls at……. 

Bowral Markets …. 
Every 2nd Saturday of the month 

Bowral Public School 
 Bendooley Street, Bowral 

between 8am and 1pm. 

Bermagui Markets…. 
The Bermagui Hand & Homemade Market is held on the last 

Sunday of every month in Dickinson Park. 
Specialises in handmade, homemade and local produce. 

From 8.30 – 12.30pm. 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Training Day 

Introduction to Rescuing Wildlife 
& Rescue Telephone  

Attendance at this course is a condition of our NPWS licence for all new members before you can be authorised by 
WRSC to rescue injured or orphaned wildlife. A comprehensive manual will be provided at no cost to each member 
attending. Existing members are also welcome to attend. 

The venue location will be provided when you register. The day commences at 9am and concludes at 3.30pm. Morning 
and afternoon tea is provided but please BYO lunch. 

Robertson 
Sunday 12 March 2017 

Course Trainer – Richard “Woody” Woodman 
Contact: 4885 2008 

or email: training@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

Wildcare Queanbeyan Inc  
invites you to their 

Basic Possum  
Course 

Date - Sunday 12 February 
Venue - Queanbeyan/Karabar 

Cost - $25.00 for non members - 
payable in advance please. 

Attendees to bring their own lunch, 
tea/coffee/nibbles provided. 

RSVP 

training@wildcare.com.au . 

Looking forward to seeing you there 

Wildcare Queanbeyan 
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22 January saw WRSC at…. 

N arooma Rotary Markets. Our thanks to the 
Narooma Rotary Club Inc. for their continued 
support of charities and local community 
groups.   

An interesting question asked by a member of the general 
public at the WRSC stall was:  

‘Are we meant to notify WRSC if we sight a rare animal such 
as a Koala, Platypus or Quoll?’  

If the Koala, Platypus or Quoll need rescuing or looks sick, 
injured or orphaned then please do contact WRSC on either of 
our 24/7 mobile numbers.  

If the Koala, Platypus or Quoll is happy in its natural habitat 
then maybe it is best to take note of the location and time of 
day to inform the National Parks & Wildlife Service and/or 
the local Council. Most native Australian animals are 
protected under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. 

Please feel free to share any photos of these unique natives 
with the WRSC Newsletter and Facebook page. 

 The koala is listed as 'vulnerable to extinction' under 
the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 

 The spotted-tailed quoll is listed as a vulnerable species 
in NSW 

 The IUCN lists the conservation status of the platypus 
as of ‘least concern’. 

Full Day Rainforest Photography Workshop 

Sunday 12th March 2017 
O'Reilly's Rainforest Retreat, Lamington N.P. 

Queensland 
Itinerary 

 8:00AM – Meet at O'Reilly’s Rainforest Retreat “Bird 
Feeding Area” (just below reception) 

 Bird photography 

 Morning Tea break 

 Rainforest trek (includes macro tuition) 

 Lunch break - Gran's Cafe or bring your own 

 Birds in Flight 

 Landscape photography overlooking the valley from 
the stunning mountain top at Luke's Farm 

Taronga Zoo Photography Workshop 

Saturday 8th April 2017 
Taronga Zoo, Sydney 

Why not come and spend a day at Sydney’s amazing 
Taronga Zoo, learning how to photograph a wide variety of 
animals on display, as well as some landscape photography 
tuition. No matter what type of photography you are in to, 
you will benefit greatly from the tips and techniques 
offered on the day. 9.30am to 5pm. 
 
How to book 

For more information on these workshops or to book 
your place, please contact  

 Michael Snedic on 1300 092 661 or by visiting 
https://wildnaturephotoexpeditions.com 

Is your fruit tree netting wildlife friendly?  
Backyard fruit tree netting comes in two types: safe and unsafe. The 
endless stream of entanglement rescues and rehabilitation work is 
an huge and unnecessary burden on wildlife volunteers. There is 
also a profound issue of animal cruelty. Flying foxes and other 
entangled wildlife can be trapped in netting, injured for days before 
anyone notices. Wings are broken and mouths are torn in their 
efforts to escape. They are frequently found dead. 

It's easy to tell safe netting from unsafe netting! You cannot poke 
your finger through safe netting – the holes are too small.  Any 
netting you CAN'T poke your finger through is safe for flying foxes 
and other animals. This netting must be pulled tight over a frame 
surrounding the tree or trees, so that wildlife ‘bounce’ off it rather 
than getting entangled. It is also important to check your netting 
daily for entangled wildlife. 

For more information visit: 
http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/fencing--netting.html 

http://www.wildlifefriendlyfencing.com/WFF/Netting.html 
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Books that may interest you…. 
We Are The Weather Makers 
By Tim Flannery 

Tim Flannery's international bestseller The Weather Makers changed minds and 
hearts about global warming. We Are the Weather Makers is a concise and revised 
edition that will allow readers aged from nine to ninety to learn the facts about 
climate change. 

In this passionate book Tim Flannery writes about cyclones and droughts, about 
coral reefs and polar bears, about wind energy and nuclear power. He reminds us 
that climate connects us all, from the Arctic to the Outback. And our climate is 
influenced by how we choose to live-how we use our fuels, our water and our 
land. 

The Weather Makers : The History & Future Impact of Climate 
Change 
By Tim Flannery 

The Weather Makers is a book of the utmost importance to everyone on the planet. 

Tim Flannery tells the fascinating story of climate change over millions of years to 
help us understand the predicament we face. By burning fossil fuels we are 
increasing the levels of greenhouse gases in our atmosphere, causing our planet to 
become warmer. 

Every nation is differently affected by these changes but we have one thing in 
common-we are now the weather makers, and the new climate we are creating 
threatens the future of our civilisation. 

Tim Flannery makes the urgent issue of climate change completely accessible. He 
shows how we can all help to combat these problems. You may be surprised at 
how much you can do. The Weather Makers will change your life. 

Did you know? 
 Cockatoos, like all birds, have many bones 

that are hollow. This makes them very light 
weight, which helps them fly. 

 Cockatoos are long-lived birds and can live 
to be more than 50 years old, however 
most succumb to accidents or disease.   

 The name cockatoo originated from the 
Malay name for these birds, kaka(k)tua. 

The Little Corella, Cacatua sanguinea is sometimes referred to as the bare-eyed 
cockatoo and is endemic* to Eastern, North-western and Northern Australia. They 
generally roost in trees overnight, and fly off to feed in the early morning with an 
almost deafening screeching. It mostly feeds on the ground, eating seeds and are a 
common sight in parks and showgrounds. 

The Little Corella congregates in flocks of up to several thousand birds, which 
often include many Galahs. It is so common in its natural habitat that it has 
become something of a pest, as it can be destructive to the trees in which it 
perches.  

The below Corellas were in WRSC care with member Judy Bailey until early 
January when they were successfully released in Nowra.  

Endemic: (of a plant or animal) native or restricted to a certain place. 

Released….  
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Flying-fox frustration: Time to stop the suffering 
Posted by Evan Quartermain on January 12, 2017 

https://hsi.org.au/blog/2017/01/12/flying-fox-frustration-time-to-stop-the-suffering/  
This extract is reproduced with permission  

2016 was a year to forget for grey-headed flying-foxes with federal, state and local governments combining to ramp up 
dispersal pressure and further erode an already struggling network of camps along Australia’s east coast. Winning the 
vote for the world’s favourite underappreciated species in February unfortunately did little for the profile of the nationally 
threatened flying-fox, with efforts to kick them out of their limited habitat becoming standard management, thousands 
continuing to be shot in the name of crop protection, and their Vulnerable status (very unusually) becoming the focus of a 
Parliamentary Inquiry. 

For the sake of the species and the ecosystems that depend on them things need to improve this year, and it will take serious 
backbone from those in power. Ministers for the Environment have to make decisions in the best interest of the matters they have 
been charged with, and Councillors must use common sense and work constructively to reduce the unjustifiable amounts of 
money being wasted on dispersals and camp destruction. An informed and engaged public is essential for this to happen with 
decision makers unlikely to stick their necks out to defend flying-foxes in the best of times, let alone if people don’t seem to 
care. As some are very vocally scathing of the animals, in the case of grey-headed flying-foxes the need for allies is even 
more urgent. 

The vilification grey-headed flying-foxes receive is unusual for a threatened species, and basically comes down to their potential 
to be a temporary nuisance to people living near camps. But should amenity carry the enormous weight it does with political 
reactions to flying-fox presence? It’s worth keeping in mind that not only is the grey-headed flying-fox threatened and vital 
to forest pollination and evolution, but a highly intelligent and socially complex animal with capacity to suffer. How we 
treat them is not just a conservation issue, but also one of animal welfare. 

Image courtesy © Trevor Scouten 

Batemans Bay 
The most significant single impact on the grey-headed flying-fox last year, and the best example of how the powers of our 
environmental laws are being subverted, is what occurred in Batemans Bay. The Water Gardens and Catalina camps in Batemans 
Bay are considered ‘nationally-important’ due to their history of flying-fox presence and considerable roosting capacity, and 
prior to a dramatic series of events were heralded as a shining example of camp management done right. 

Combined with the threatened status of the grey-headed flying-fox, classification as nationally-important camps means that 
major ‘management actions’ require approval through our national environment law (the EPBC Act), as opposed to the large 
majority of smaller colonies along the east coast. In April an unprecedented spotted gum flowering event saw an influx of grey-
headed flying-foxes in these camps, with in excess of 100,000 animals arriving – potentially 25% of the entire species had come 
to roost in Batemans Bay. While there’s no doubt that many bats could kick up a fair ruckus, it was dwarfed by the outraged 
cries of a number of people living nearby the camps. 

Unbeknownst to the flying-foxes, they had arrived in the wrong place at the wrong time – a marginal seat in the lead up to a 
federal election. This combination saw some astonishingly swift action taken, with former Minister for the Environment Greg 
Hunt issuing a section 158 ‘national interest’ exemption from all EPBC Act requirements, apparently satisfied that getting grey-
headed flying-foxes out of a regional centre was in the Australia’s best interests. The protection offered by the camps’ nationally
-important status had been set aside with the stroke of a pen, and to add insult to injury the decision was made in breach of 
conventions while the government was in caretaker mode. 
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Flying-fox frustration: Time to stop the suffering (Cont’d) 

With the EPBC Act out of the way, there was still the issue of grey-headed flying-foxes being listed as threatened under NSW 
law (the TSC Act) and the fact that dispersing flying-foxes and destroying their habitat so they don’t come back is expensive – 
estimates had shown such actions would cost millions of dollars. Remarkably this latter problem was near instantly taken care of 
by the NSW government, with the then Premier Mike Baird delivering Eurobodalla Shire Council $2.5 million of public funds 
only to be used for dispersal actions despite state approval for a dispersal to occur not yet being applied for, let alone given. 

The final hurdle for the Council was to obtain licences to harm a threatened species from the NSW government, and they 
eventually applied separately to disperse the camp and clear 25% of roosting habitat. Both are quite major actions, and expert 
advice sought by HSI determined that the impact upon up to a quarter of the entire grey-headed flying-fox population should see 
them classed as likely to significantly affect the species. However this was apparently not the view of the state government, who 
on the same day the licences were applied for certified the actions as ‘not significant’, exempting Eurobodalla Shire Council 
from the relevant sections of wildlife legislation. Regrettably, the merits of such decisions are legally unchallengeable. 

A grey-headed flying-fox’s 2017 wish list 
A Recovery Plan: Its absence for a decade has allowed 
unacceptable actions to take place. A Draft Recovery Plan has 
just been released for public consultation, with the comment 
period closing on April 24. Following this consultation and 
presentation to the Threatened Species Scientific Committee, 
Federal Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg must finalise it 
urgently. 

 No More Shooting: Despite being in the process of phase-
out, several hundred grey-headed flying-foxes are still shot for 
crop protection in NSW each year. Quotas exceeding 1,000 per 
year are also provided in Queensland, with enormous animal 
welfare implications. 

 Decision Makers with Backbone: There is no doubt that the 
public is divided on urban flying-fox presence, however decision 
makers charged with the protection of threatened species need to 
do their jobs by acting on the best scientific advice rather than at 
the behest of a vocal minority. Continued delegation of powers 
to local Councils is unacceptable, and at best results in 
expensively fractured camps that exacerbate the human-wildlife 
conflict issue. 

 Parliamentary Inquiry Response: The report from the 
Parliamentary ‘Inquiry into flying-fox management in the 
eastern states’ is due in a matter of weeks. Proposed by Labor 
MP Joel Fitzgibbon, the Terms of Reference reflect a gross 
misunderstanding of threatened species listing and management. 
The Standing Committee’s report needs to leave decisions where 
they belong, with Threatened Species Scientific Committees (see 
HSI’s submission). 

Draft	Recovery	Plan	for	the	Grey‐headed	Flying‐fox	
Public	comment	
You are invited to comment on this draft recovery plan in accordance 
with the provisions of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 

The public comment period closes 24 April 2017. 

If you wish to comment on this draft plan, please send your comments, 
quoting the title of the plan, to: 

Email: recoveryplans@environment.gov.au 
Mail: 

The Director 
Terrestrial Threatened Species Section 
Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division 
Department of the Environment and Energy 
GPO Box 787 
Canberra ACT 2601 

About	this	document	
The draft recovery plan sets out the research and management actions 
necessary to stop the decline, and support the recovery of this species. 

http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/recovery-plans/comment/draft-recovery-plan-grey-headed-flying-fox 

Image courtesy © Trevor Scouten 

NB: Evan Quartermain is the Senior Program Manager for 
Humane Society International  

http://hsi.org.au/assets/publications/549_HSI-submission-flying-fox-Parliamentary-Inquiry.pdf
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Laughs, cries and deception: birds’ emotional lives are just as complicated as ours  
Author 

Gisela Kaplan  
Professor of Animal Behaviour, University of New England  

https://theconversation.com/laughs-cries-and-deception-birds-emotional-lives-are-just-as-complicated-as-ours-69471 
December 7, 2016 6.10am 

Disclosure statement 
Professor Gisela Kaplan received funding from the ARC and bequests from private benefactors. She is at the School of Science and 
Technology at the University of New England, Armidale, NSW and there are no conflicts of interests or personal benefits derived from 
writing this article.  

July on the Northern Tableland, near Armidale in New South Wales, is usually the beginning of the breeding season and field 
observations start early. I sat and watched in freezing temperatures. The sun was just rising above the horizon of this 1000m-
high plateau when through binoculars I saw a young lone magpie, walking gingerly, literally tip-toeing, occasionally interrupted 
by little bouts of running and, unusually, heading straight for its territorial boundary.  

In the last stretch to the border, the bird edged along a row of pine trees, staying low, and kept looking over its shoulder, 
especially when crossing the neighbour’s border. Shortly afterwards, a female was seen in his company. Later, the male 
backtracked and, when far enough into his own territory, started foraging rather aimlessly as if nothing had happened. 

Magpie © RA 

What had I witnessed? Did this young male magpie understand that he was breaking 
several important magpie social rules and could face punishment for this transgression if 
caught? Did he have a sense of morality? 

Science has traditionally shunned the idea of emotions in animals, not just for fear of 
anthropomorphism or over-interpretation, but also because there is a very long cultural 
history that played out a divide between mind and body and reason and emotions. 

Reason, thinking and making judgements were stubbornly thought to be outside the 
capacity of animals. For a long time it was not believed that animals were even capable of 
feeling pain, let alone complex emotions. We now know that is far from the truth. 

Birds with feelings 
Pet owners have always known that their pets can be affectionate, sulky, jealous, sad, 
excited and deliberately naughty, as well as doing extraordinary things for their owners. 
The animals we know best in this regard are obviously dogs and cats.  

Charles Darwin was the first to discuss emotions in animals in the mid-19th century. A century later, Niko Tinbergen addressed 
the vexing question of emotions.  

Following on from Darwin, he identified “four Fs” as part of survival: fight, flee, fornicate and feed. These translate into basic 
feelings of fear, hunger and sexual drive – now called motivational states. 

But there is a lot more to bird emotions. Dangerous and horrible experiences are usually remembered. Memory helps survival. 
Modern urban birds have been shown to remember faces of people considered dangerous and threatening.  

We now know that the bird brain is lateralised (each side of the brain controls a different set of functions) as in humans and other 
vertebrates. The right hemisphere expresses intense emotions (such as fear and attack). The left hemisphere has routine, 
considered responses and may inhibit some of the strong responses of the right hemisphere.  

So birds are more similar to humans than had ever been thought, but with an important difference: birds are generally not 
aggressive without cause. Technically, aggression is an emotion that is dysfunctional, has no purpose and often even harms the 
individual displaying it.  

Tawny frogmouths are monogamous. Tawny chicks © WRSC Peggy McDonald 

Birds can certainly get very angry – and the owner of a 
galah or corella would be well advised not to get near 
this bird when the head feathers are raised — but birds 
can be joyful and playful, can get depressed and, as 
studies have shown, a neglectful or bare environment 
can even make them pessimistic.  

Birds may feel for others (have empathy) and even 
console them, may have a sense of justice, may show 
deep affection for their partner and grieve for their loss. I 
witnessed the mate of a fatally injured tawny frogmouth 
not moving from the spot next to its dead partner for 
three days, and then dying on the fourth. 

Social smarts 
Australian native birds have an unusually high 
percentage of pair-bonding (over 90% of species) and 
the highest concentrations of cooperative species 
(relatives or siblings helping at the nest) anywhere in the 
world. Cockatoos bonding for life often have intense 
close partnerships, which are nurtured by constant 
grooming and attention to each other’s needs. 
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Such intense cohabitation of individuals, often for many years (how about 60 years of “marriage” in sulphur-crested 
cockatoos?), may also create frictions and dissatisfactions that require solutions to keep the pair or group together.  

For instance, the lazy helper at the nest who only pretends to help in feeding, as happens among white-winged choughs, may get 
scolded by an adult. A group of apostlebirds building a mud nest together, transporting mud to the nest in relays, may spot an 
individual that is not pulling its weight.  

I have witnessed on several occasions near Copeton Dam (in Inverell, NSW) apostlebirds become so outraged that they approach 
the individual with heightened calling and may even peck it until the intimidated individual falls back into line and does its 
share. 

Empathy, altruism and consoling the injured or vanquished have all been observed in birds, thought to be the ultimate in 
consideration for another individual’s state of mind.  

For instance, there are observations of dusky wood-swallows (belonging to the same family of birds as butcherbirds and 
magpies) in Western Australia’s Wheatbelt hassling a restless flycatcher with a larva in his beak, perched on a branch. One wood
-swallow flew above the flycatcher, while the other simultaneously flew directly at it, snatched the larva from its beak while it 
was distracted by the other bird hovering overhead, and took it away. So who got the prize?  

If all behaviour in animals is selfish, then the one who caught it should have gulped it down, but it did not. It gave it to the bird 
that had distracted the flycatcher. Perhaps the two birds reversed roles in the next, similar, situation. But it still meant 
overcoming the temptation to eat. 

By Quartl (Own work)  
[CC BY‐SA 3.0 via Wikimedia Commons] 

A noisy miner, one of the cooperative honeyeaters, I had hand-raised grew up over 
several weeks in the company of very young ridgeback pups near the edge of a nature 
reserve in a NSW coastal area.  

One pup was sleeping on the porch in the sun and I was some distance away. I was 
alerted by the alarm calls of the noisy miner and turned around to see it swooping 
right down to a lace monitor’s head – doing so over and over again. I ran as quickly 
as I could, by now also shouting once the risk to the pup was more than apparent.  

When the monitor spotted me, it turned and fled. The noisy minor had risked its life 
to save the pup. At no other occasion did the bird attempt to swoop a lace monitor. Its 
response was very specific to this situation. 

And, as I have been asked often, could birds have a sense of humour? Perhaps.  

Our galah, Philip, deeply affectionate (and jealous!) had learned the names of all our 
dogs and was such a good mimic of our voices that he could easily and effectively 
call the dogs to attention.  

Imagine the picture: a bird less than a foot tall, standing on the floor and calling four 
massive Rhodesian ridgebacks to attention. Then, when he got them all in line in 
front of him, he walked away, swaying his head and even making little chuckling 
sounds. 

The degree to which emotions and complex feelings for others were developed may well depend on social organisation. It may 
be that birds with long-term social bonds show more complex behaviour and brains than those whose associations are only 
fleeting. 

What they get out of it is perhaps not debatable — more joy, more grief, but also a greater degree of safety and usually a longer 
life. There are clear benefits of sticking together in a difficult and fickle continent. 

Laughs, cries and deception: birds’ emotional lives are just as complicated as ours (Cont’d)…. 

In a place where mud and sand become sea, a godwit with white wing patches flies up 
with his flock. The moment is right for the long journey north.' 

A lusciously illustrated children's book by Jeannie Baker about the 
tiny godwit birds and their 11,000 km migratory flight. 
In an infinity of sky, tiny godwit birds follow ancient, invisible migratory 
pathways, flying on and on for nine nights and nine days, flying without rest... 
This is their story.  
From the creator of the critically acclaimed Where the Forest Meets the Sea 
and Mirror, comes a poetic, eco-conscious picture book which explores the 
complex, interdependency of nature. This is the story of the little-known Bar-
tailed Godwit who, following invisible pathways that have been used for 
thousands of years, undertakes the longest unbroken migration of any bird, a 
total of 11,000 kilometres, flying from their breeding grounds in Alaska across 
the Pacific Ocean to Australia or New Zealand. Facing hunger and treacherous 
conditions to reach their destination, their flight is one of bravery, tenacity and 
strength, and Jeannie’s stunning mixed media collages, inspired first-hand by 
the spectacular landscapes of Alaska and China, will amaze readers, and take 
them on an extraordinary visual journey to the corners of our Earth. 

Hardback - June 2016 - AU $27.99  
http://www.publish.csiro.au/book/7683/ 
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*Terms and Conditions apply: Photographers must be a financial WRSC volunteer, images should be 1 
to 5 MB jpegs and the wildlife photographed must have been in care of members or within WRSC 
licensed NPWS area.  

Email images by Wednesday 15 March 2017 to newsletter@wildlife-rescue.org.au. 

Hello WRSC members*, 
Remember me? I sat  up 
straight, smiling at the 
camera to be a star in the 
2015 Wildlife Rescue South 
Coast Calendar.  
My career didn’t end there 
as now I’m the centre star 
on the new WRSC frog web 
page! 
It is time to start clicking as 
future wildlife stars are out 
there, wanting to be 
discovered and be 
photographed for the 2018 
calendar.  
Leap to it, there is only a 
month to go plus if 
chosen as the calendar 
cover star they win $100! 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. thank  
Wirin Wirra Native Nursery,  

"The hidden gem of the Shoalhaven!" 
72 Hill Street Tomerong 

(off Evelyn Road) NSW 2540 
for being one of our 2017 calendar sponsors 

 

Alison Gunn, Burrier 
David Gunn, Burrier 

Angela Hing, Woollamia 
Janine Barton, North Nowra 

Linda Krulz, Bald Hills (FSC)  

2017 Membership  
Total = 257 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc  
General Meetings are held 

every 2nd Wednesday of  the month 
starting at 7pm 

in the Nowra Library Annex,  
10 Berry Street, Nowra 

Refreshments provided 
Visitors are welcome 

STOP PRESS!! 

NEW PHOTO 

COMP 

 ANNOUNCED 
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