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Please Help Us Help Wildlife  
 

You can help us to keep up our wildlife rescue efforts  
Visit http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 

 
 

 

WRSC receives no government funding to assist with our operational expenses.  
We rely on your donations and generous support. 

WILDLIFE RESCUE SOUTH COAST INC E W 
S N July 2014 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc  
PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541 

    
NPWS Licence No: MWL000100253  |  ABN 49 616 307 526   

 E: info@wildlife-rescue.org.au  |  W: www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 
0418 427 214 Wollongong to Batemans Bay | 0417 238 921 Mogo to Victorian Border 

© WRSC Wendy McFarlane 



 

0418 427 214  Illawarra, Southern Highlands & South Coast  Eurobodalla & Sapphire Coasts  0417 238 921 

Dreamtime Legends - How the Tortoise Lost Its Tail  
http://www.rmwebed.com.au/hsie/y10/abc/dreamtime/dreamt_tortoise.htm 

Across the river of death lay the gigantic tortoise that bridged the gulf 
between the land of men and the land of souls. The spirits of men 
were required to cross the river before they could reach the world of 
eternal life, and the only path by which they could travel lay across the 
tail of the tortoise. It stretched over the swiftly flowing river from one 
bank to the other.  

No one knew what would happen when death came, and the spirit set 
out on its long journey to the land of spirits, until a man returned to tell 
them of his experiences.  

'I travelled across a wide plain,' he said. 'In the distance I saw the 
gleam of running water and knew that I would have to cross the river. 
When I came close to it, I saw that the banks were steep, and that no 
man could hope to live in the rushing torrent. But the way was made 
plain. There is a giant tortoise by which the souls of men may cross. 
On the far shore the shell of the tortoise rises up like a mountain and 
its head is as big as a small hill. Its mouth is full of sharp white teeth 
and its eyes gleam like fire.  

'There is no other way to cross. I stepped on to the tail and ran across 
as quickly as I could, but I had not gone half the distance when the 
tortoise wriggled and I fell into the river. I was tossed about like a twig 
and carried into a dark tunnel. I thought I would have died a second 
time, because I was dashed against rocks, and bruised and cut by 
their sharp edges. Look, you can see the scars which will tell you 
better than any words of mine that what I say is true.  

'Presently I was carried into the daylight again, and I saw many people playing by the banks of the river, hunting, and 
gathering firewood. Some of them were our own people who have died, but I do not think that the river is the true 
land of spirits. It may be that they are still resting before they continue their journey.  

The river swept me past them and carried me into the ocean, where I was battered by the waves, and the salt water 
stung my wounds. I was washed to and fro. The salt water healed my bleeding body, and after a long time I was 
thrown up on a sandy beach. When my strength returned I kept the sun on my left side, crossing wide plains and 
high mountains, until at last I reached my home. You can see for yourselves that I have returned.'  

'What shall we do?' he was asked. 'When the time comes for us to die, how shall we escape the tortoise with the 
long tail and the wicked head?'  

'Someone who is strong and fearless and has the power of the great spirits must take an axe and cut off the tail of 
the tortoise. Men will then be able to travel the road in safety.'  

'Who shall it be?' they asked, and they looked at the wirrinun, the sorcerer who lived with them.  

'I know you are looking at me,' he said with a smile, 'and you are relieved that it is me who has the power and not 
you. Very well. I shall die this night, and I will do as you wish. But when you bury my body you must also bury my axe 
with me.'  

The next day the spirit of the wirrinun rose from his body in the newly-dug grave, took his axe and set out for the 
river. He went by a circuitous route and climbed a tall tree, where he sat on a branch, waiting to see what would 
happen. Far below him the souls of men reached the river bank, looked round them, and when they realised that 
there was no other way across the river, began to walk along the outstretched tail. Before they reached the opposite 
bank, the tortoise twitched his tail, and they were shaken off and swept away in the river.  

The wirrinun descended the tree, went over to the tip of the tortoise's tail, and ran lightly across it. He sped over like 
a gust of wind, feeling the sharp jerk as the tortoise tried to shake him off, but he was running so fast that he reached 
the body of the creature before the tail could swing into action. Turning round, the medicine man gave a terrific blow 
with his axe and severed the tail at the root. The tortoise reared up, twisted in the air, and fell on the bold wirrinun. 
But the sorcerer was ready for him. He wriggled clear, the axe descended a second time, and the ghastly head rolled 
on the ground.  

With a sigh of relief, the wirrinun went to a tall tree and cut it down so that it fell across the river, providing a safe 
bridge for all the souls who would come that way. At the root of the tree there was a snake which uncoiled its body 
and flicked its tongue at him. With a final blow he cut off its head.  

The body of the tortoise was still quivering, and the wirrinun felt a momentary pang of pity. After all, the creature had 
but obeyed the will of the great spirits who had designed the pattern of the universe, and had appointed him as the 
pathway for men's souls. It was destiny that had brought him to this place and had changed the passage of souls for 
all the days to come. The tortoise had been the unwitting instrument of fate, and the bulk that lay helpless on the 
river bank had not acted of its own volition.  

The wirrinun could not restore its tail, but the snake's head still lay by the tree stump. He picked it up, cut off the 
poison fangs with his knife, and joined it to the stump of the tortoise's neck.  

That is why every tortoise has a short, stumpy tail and the head of a snake. 
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The Wildlife Land Trust and  
Australian Wildlife Rehabilitation Conference 

Evan Quartermain 
The Wildlife Land Trust (WLT), Humane Society International’s private land conservation network, was 
thrilled to once again be a sponsor of the biennial Australian Wildlife Rehabilitation Conference, which was 
held in Hobart at the end of May this year.  Our involvement was a natural fit considering the owners of close 
to 100 of the WLT’s current 261 Australian member sanctuaries are actively involved in wildlife care, with the 
stewards of habitat clearly understanding the importance of the bigger picture and immersing themselves in 
activities beneficial to our native species. 

Habitat on a Tasmanian WLT sanctuary © Evan Quartermain 

It was my third of the conferences and I was sincerely impressed with the continued interest and camaraderie 
at these important events, as well as the high quality of content which far more often than not has very 
implementable knowledge.  With dozens of WLT members in attendance it was a fantastic opportunity to put 
faces to names, and plenty of new friendships were forged on the trip.  Additionally, I was able to take short 
trips from Hobart to visit WLT member sanctuaries in the region and witness the incredible work that these 
dedicated individuals are undertaking. 

As the WLT Program Manager I was also fortunate enough to be asked to deliver the keynote address at the 
conference on the theme of New Directions: Accommodating Change.  A much condensed version of this 
presentation follows: 

Change is a common theme across the board in Australia today, be it climatic, in the political landscape, 
relating to people's behaviours and attitudes, or technological.  All of these fluctuations have their impacts on 
the world of wildlife conservation and rehabilitation, with their cumulative pressures increasing the need to 
adapt, as well as applying ever growing pressure on wildlife carers. 

It’s difficult to deny that extreme weather events such as cyclones, bushfires and heat waves are happening 
more and more often.  Something wildlife carers are all too familiar with given the increase in animals needing 
care as a result, with a recent particularly disturbing example being flying-foxes strewn all over the ground 
suffering from heat stress in Queensland and northern New South Wales.  A changing climate also throws up 
new challenges due to altered distributions of species, with many documented examples of both terrestrial and 
marine species moving further and further down the Australian east coast.  But incredibly there remains a lot 
of denial about the role we are playing in the frequency of such events. 
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A website you may be  
interested in…. 

Interested in signing your land up to the burgeoning 
Wildlife Land Trust?  It’s voluntary, free of charge and 
obligation, and has plenty of associated benefits such as 
signage for your property and support should it come 
under threat.   

So if you have an acre or more of wildlife-friendly land 
head to www.wildlifelandtrust.org.au to fill out a quick 
and easy application form, or get in touch with Program 
Manager Evan Quartermain on 1800 333 737 or at 
evan@hsi.org.au. 

As well as distributions being altered, climate change is a driving factor in certain habitat types becoming 
increasingly restricted.  Saltwater inundation from rising seas is impacting coastal floodplain ecosystems 
dramatically, with some truly startling, widespread damage in the Top End of the Northern Territory in 
particular. Recent studies have also shown that the fates of rare and restricted species such as the musky rat-
kangaroo are tied to these shrinking habitats, with fossil discoveries indicating the species is unlikely to be able 
to adapt to life with less tropical rainforests.  All the more reason to protect what we have, and thankfully for 
the musky-rat kangaroo, the fastest growing contingent of Wildlife Land Trust properties at the moment are 
within its range in Far North Queensland. 

Habitat connectivity programs such as the Great Eastern Ranges Initiative are a fairly new and effective way of 
thinking and prioritising ever diminishing environment budgets.  This is not without sense, as well-connected 
habitats are one of the most essential components for the long-term conservation of biodiversity and survival of 
threatened species, improving their ability to adapt by enhancing the flow of genetic diversity, and facilitating 
migration and altered distributions in a changing climate.  The WLT is a partner of this initiative and seeks to 
connect more habitat on private land as well have the most threatened habitats properly recognised in 
environmental laws. 

Logging operations can have devastating impacts on wildlife species, but committed individuals and wildlife 
groups can make a big difference, as is currently occurring in the Glenbog State Forest in New South Wales, 
which unfortunately for Forestry is adjacent to Wildlife Land Trust members who are dedicated to wombat 
care.  These people, Marie and Ray Wynan, have been patrolling the forest, marking wombat burrows, 
reporting on damage and negotiating with the loggers for significant concessions to considerable effect.  Without 
their efforts, it's highly likely burrows would have remained unidentified, with a real chance logs could have 
incidentally trapped wombats inside and caused significant harm or a drawn-out death.  This is an example of a 
positive adaptation, Governments lift restrictions on logging and ramp up production, and committed people get 
involved and negotiate changes that minimise the impact on native wildlife.  Even though you might feel 
overwhelmed by the size of what you are facing, individuals really can make a significant difference in 
outcomes. 

There’s no doubt that the often unavoidable demise of wildlife in care or 
recently cared for can take a heavy toll on wildlife carers, with many needing 
to take the occasional time out from what can be an emotionally barraging 
occupation.  Complex bonds are formed between animals and their carers, 
and having these bonds broken in highly confrontational situations is 
naturally scarring.  But on the other hand caring is a type of therapy, and 
there’s a lot of love gained and emotional benefits for carers in what I hope is 
more cases than not. 

Reflecting on all of these challenges, it is extremely fortunate that one thing 
hasn't changed: the significant and perhaps publically undervalued positive 
efforts and characteristics of wildlife carers.  Individuals such as yourselves 
are truly torchbearers for a better world.  But as everything around us 
continues to change, adaptation is essential. 

Bennett’s Wallaby at Inala,  
Bruny Island TAS  

© Evan Quartermain 

Footnote: Marie and Ray Wynan are Wildlife Rescue South Coast members. 
To read the whole of Evan’s paper and other papers from the 
conference please visit  http://www.awrc.org.au/hobart-2014.html  
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A new blog site you may be interested in…. 
http://theglengogblog.wordpress.com 

https://www.facebook.com/TheGlenbogBlog 
The Glenbog State Forest covers an area of about 11,000 hectares and is located in the southeast of Australia in New South 
Wales. The closest townships are Bemboka and Nimmitabel. 
In June 2014 logging of the Glenbog State Forest began.  Glenbog is home to many threatened species of flora and fauna.  
The aim of this blog is to highlight the damage being done and to ensure that native fauna are being considered and 
protected. 
All Photos courtesy of WRSC Marie Wynan  

Marie Wynan checking on burrows The 150 burrows the Wynans have GPS recorded and marked  

Logging at Glenbog Ray Wynan checking a wombat burrow 

A Thank You to WRSC….. 
From: Maureen Webb  
Sent: Saturday, 14 June 2014 10:12 AM  
Hello Joy 

This is a quick email to say THANK YOU so much for WIldlife Rescue (South Coast) par cipa on at our World Enviro Day Fair on 
7th June. 

It  is always a delight to have the group a end as  it fits  in so well with our environmental theme and helps to educate  local 
people about wildlife in our area. As always Dusty and his snakes were a great hit. 

We have had very posi ve feedback so far and know that we had a record number of people a ending and all seemed very 
happy with the environmental par cipa on that we had (and the weather we organised). 

If you feel there is some feedback you can give about the day, please feel free to do so in case there is something we should do 
for the next event.  I personally won't be coordina ng the event again and will be sugges ng that  it be held every 2 years to 
coincide with the See Change Fes val. 

Can you please pass on our THANKS to all involved. (I know you already have done it on your behalf, but thought a THANK YOU 
should come from us. 

Warm regards 
Maureen 
On behalf of the WED Commi ee ‐ Rebecca, Meg and Maureen 
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Millions die per night by fox and feline - GreenCareer 
http://www.greencareer.net.au/news/millions-die-per-night-in-fox-and-feline-incursion 

 

Reproduced with permission 
Research has shown over 10 per cent of Australia's native mammals have become extinct 
since European settlement, and feral cats continue to take a massive toll. 
The ongoing study examined the history of Australian mammals, and found the past 200 
years have been particularly deadly. 
With one or two Australian mammals wiped from the Earth every decade, our extinction rate 
is higher than any other continent. 
The new report places 133 mammals in the “extinct or threatened” category, but just 115 are 
listed in the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act. 
Professor John Woinarski from Charles Darwin University was a co-author of the latest 
update to The Action Plan for Australian Mammals, and said that feral cats and foxes were 
the primary cause of the decline. 
“People like cats, I understand that, they’re nice animals but in the wild they’re a ferocious 
predator, extremely hungry, extremely able and I think the Australian native mammals 
simply can’t cope,” he told The Australian. 
He says that if just a tenth of the $6 billion Australians spend on their pets each year was 
diverted to the conservation effort, many species could be saved from extinction. 
“Rather than your dogs or your cats or your guinea pigs or your chooks, actually be concerned 
about quokkas and rat kangaroos and bandicoots as well,” he said. 
The CSIRO estimates there are about 15 million feral cats around the country, and each would kill about five Australian mammals, 
birds or reptiles each night. That means feral cats could be responsible for 75 million animal deaths per night. 

KNOW ANY WILDLIFE TRIVIA, FACTS, TIPS, PHOTOS, 
EQUIPMENT, BOOKS, WEBSITES OR FACEBOOK PAGES  
THAT OTHER MEMBERS MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN?  

SHARE THEM IN THE NEWSLETTER 
E M A I L :  info @ wildl i fe-rescue.org.au  
OR SNAIL MAIL: PO BOX 666 NOWRA NSW 2541 

NB: Include names for articles and any photographs for acknowledgement purposes. 
If mailing photos please include a return address so we can get them back to you. 

“There are many reasons to end whaling forever and the simplest of these is that the 
slaughter is completely unnecessary.  The nations that are still hunting whales are 
wealthy industrialised states; they’re not whaling to feed themselves – they do it to 
indulge themselves.  This is what is so grotesque about 21st century whaling: the 
perversity of it, the pointless waste.” 

-- Tim Winton, Australian author and Australian Marine Conservation Society Patron. 
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Birds North 
(Wollongong, Southern Highlands, 
Kiama, Nowra) 
Judy Bailey ....................... 4423 2295 

0407 946 173 
judith.bailey4@bigpond.com 

Birds South 
(Bay and Basin, Sussex, Batemans 
Bay, Moruya, Southern Tablelands) 
Jenny Packwood .......... 0418 497 345 

packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Flying Foxes and Microbats 

Gerry Hawkins ............ 0414 931 452 
batsgalore@shoalhaven.net.au  

Macropods 

Kim Goodsell ................... 4422 4453 
0488 996 604 

kimgoodsell.kg@gmail.com 

Possums and Gliders 

Debbie Colbert ................. 4441 5948 
0403 305 948 

colbertd@westnet.com.au 

Raptors  

Jenny Packwood ........... 0418 497 345 

packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Reptiles, Snakes, & Amphibians 

Jane Mills ......................... 4421 7883 
0407 297 264 

janemills@shoalhaven.net.au 

Small Mammals and Echidnas 

Rhonda Parker .................. 4448 3414 
billrhon1@bigpond.com 

Threatened Species 

Jenny Packwood ........... 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Wombats 

Shirley Lack ..................... 4443 4877 
0438 434 877 

babywombats@bigpond.com 

SPECIES CO-ORDINATORS  

Kangaroo Valley: land of the giants  
By JESSICA LONG  
May 29, 2014, 1:46 p.m. 

A GIGANTIC snake measuring 3.2 metres and 13 kilograms was found in a Kangaroo Valley 
backyard over the weekend. 
The find may have been one person’s worst nightmare but for Ian Usher from Wildlife Rescue, and owner of said 
backyard, his love of snakes made this find “very exciting”. 
“I’ve never seen a diamond python this big before,” he said. “I think it would be about 12 years old. 
“It had a few injuries on it, like a loose scale, which was probably caused by a possum he may have eaten for his 
last meal before I found him.” 
Mr Usher said a snake of this size could happily digest rabbits, possums and even a small fox terrier dog. 
“He is a very healthy snake and will be released back to a 
rainforest within the next week,” Mr Usher said. 
“It’s important for people to know what to do when they are 
around snakes and if anyone finds one like this to give 
Wildlife Rescue a call so we can collect it. 
“The idea that the only good snake is a dead snake is 
backward thinking. We are continuing to work towards 
educating the community about snakes and are always 
happy for people to inquire about our snake handling 
courses.” 
South Coast Register journalist Dayle Latham is 178cm and 
was brave enough to lie next to the snake to show off its 
size. 
“I don’t think I’ve ever been near a snake that big before,” 
she said. 
“I wasn’t afraid of it, but it was a little interesting when its face was near my face.” 
http://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/2315896/kangaroo-valley-land-of-the-giants/#slide=1 

Footnote: Not as healthy as first thought this snake is still in WRSC care with Ian 

Source: South Coast Register © Adam Wright  
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Planning your wildlife friendly garden 
The best way to attract wildlife is to plant local native plants; however there are a number of landscaping 
elements that can greatly increase the range of species that will visit your garden. 

 The key issues for our native wildlife are the availability of food, water and shelter. Provide 
these features in your garden and you will see a significant increase in the level of native 
species living in or visiting your garden. 

 Lots of native plants are sensitive to poor drainage, so locate good and poor drainage areas and 
plan your garden accordingly. For example, place your frog pond or wetland area in a naturally 
damper area of the garden and grow riparian species around the edges. 

 If you wish to achieve a natural look, avoid planting in rows. Grow several of the same species 
together in a clump, as this generally looks better, has greater habitat value and makes 
watering more efficient. Also create a variety of plantings, for example a shrubby area, a 
grassland area and a wetland area. If possible include a patch of densely planted prickly 
shrubs for wildlife to shelter in or under. This is particularly important for small birds and 
lizards. 

A wildlife friendly garden does not necessarily need to look like a bush garden. Any style of 
garden can incorporate elements that encourage wildlife, such as birdbaths, ponds and nesting 
boxes, which will enhance its habitat value. 

 To mimic natural hollows use nesting boxes to help recreate homes for birds, bats and 
possums. When installing a nest box remember to locate it high above the ground (4-8m) to 
avoid threats from dogs, cats, rats and foxes. The box entrance needs to face away from the hot 
westerly sun but also be positioned to avoid the wind and wet.  

Be aware that not all hollows exist high up in trees, fallen hollow or rotten logs are vitally important 
in providing a refuge for frogs, lizards, echidnas and insects at ground level. 

Do not artificially feed animals as they may become dependent on you as a food source and may 
starve if feeding ceases. Additionally, an artificial diet will most likely not provide adequate 
nutrients. Instead, you can help wildlife by growing a variety of locally native plants that 
produce flowers and berries – this will not only provide natural food resources but will also create 
much needed habitat in urban areas.  

Adding a layer of mulch to your garden can reduce evaporative water loss by over 70%. It will 
also reduce stress to plants by keeping soil temperatures down. A good layer of mulch will also 
reduce weed growth and improve the biodiversity of soil invertebrates that maintain soil 
structure and productivity. This will ensure that there are plenty of bugs and slugs to provide 
food for a range of native species. 

Please consider applying some of these principles to your own backyard and remember to: 

1. USE LOCALLY NATIVE PLANTS. 

2. USE PLANTS THAT ARE A RANGE OF 
HEIGHTS. 

3. PROVIDE FLOWERS THROUGHOUT 
THE YEAR. 

4. MANAGE YOUR PETS RESPONSIBLY. 

5. MINIMISE CHEMICAL USE. 

Members’ fees were due 30 June 2014 
If you do not wish to continue to be a WRSC member then: 
  please surrender any wildlife in your care to the species 

co-ordinator NOW as you are not covered by our 
NPWS licence or our insurance 

 and please return any borrowed WRSC equipment ASAP 

 

I did my first joey rescue the other day, ……it was 
incredible pulling her out of the pouch, and I am so 

glad I did the training. She must be about two 
months, and was so freezing, and the mother must 

have been dead for quite some time. I thought she died 
on me, but she was still OK, so after I called Ray, I 

ended up taking her to Kingfisher Motel. She was alive 
the next day. I hope she is OK……. Louise.  
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Wildlife, Climate Change and Mass Death 
Posted by Deborah Rose 

January 16, 2014 
http://extinctionstudies.org/2014/01/16/wildlife-climate-change-and-mass-death/ 

January 2014: Australia has just come through its hottest year on record, and the new year is bringing ever more 
record breaking heat. ‘Weather on steroids’ is how the Australian Conservation Foundation puts it. 

Those who experience the heat most relentlessly are wildlife. Possums get burnt feet from walking on hot surfaces, 
and birds fall out of the sky dead from heat, individuals wander around in a daze, and many stumble and fall, never 
to get up. 

Most vulnerable are flying-foxes, also known as megabats or giant fruit bats. Of the four Pteropus species in 
Australia, two are endangered. The grey-headed flying-fox (Pteropus poliocephalus) appears to be in a serious state 
of decline. For them, extreme heat is lethal both to individuals and to the future of the species………. 

……..Australia is a place of extremes – the most arid inhabited continent on earth, a region of extreme 
unpredictability, of boom and bust ecologies, and cycles of fire and flood that are linked to the El Niño Southern 
Oscillation, the Indian Ocean Dipole, and other big climate drivers. There have surely been mass deaths due to heat 
stress before on this continent. The records only go back a hundred years or so in any reliable and comprehensive 
manner, but other lines of evidence leave no doubt that climate fluctuation and extremes are integral to Australian 
ecologies.  

The question thus arises: if there have been heat waves and mass death events in the past, is the January 2014 
heat wave  particularly significant? Four aspects of significance stand out at this time.  

The first concerns continuing climate change escalation. The direction of change is clear: we are experiencing 
unprecedented heat waves that are ever more frequent, intense, and prolonged, according to the interim findings of 
Australia’s Climate Council. It is important to note that extreme weather is associated with climate change, but given 
the complexity of causality scientists are wary of attributing it directly to climate change. Sarah Perkins of the 
University of New South Wales explained: ‘While we can’t blame climate change for any one event, we can certainly 
see its fingerprint. This [January heatwave] is another link in the chain.’ Every analysis that brings new information 
into the models tells us that the big picture is worse than had been thought. Just a few weeks ago a team at the 
University of New South Wales Climate Change Research Centre published an article showing that having found a 
way to model cloud cover, they can predict that higher temperatures will be reached sooner than anticipated, and 
that by the year 2100 the global temperature is likely to increase by 4°. 

The second aspect is the stand-out fact that our nations are not taking appropriate action to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. Global temperatures are rising, the fossil 
fuel industry is booming and seems to grow ever 
more powerful. There is nothing on the horizon to 
suggest that we as citizens or we as a species are 
collectively or effectively engaging with climate 
reality. In a recent article in the New York Review of 
Books, Verlyn Klinkenborg points to the curious fact 
that many people seem to want to avoid using 
language that sounds apocalyptic. And yet, he says, 
we are in the midst of an apocalypse. This is not a 
big final event leading to redemption, however. It is 
a ‘rolling apocalypse’ that is changing everything. As 
we experience it here in Australia, and as we 
struggle to help our fellow creatures who are 
experiencing it far more disastrously than we are, 
we can see that the rolling apocalypse is bringing 
ruin, despair, suffering and death, and that it is 
spreading patchily across time, space and species. 

This brings me to my third aspect, which concerns the meaning of all this for flying-foxes and other wildlife species. 
For the grey-headed flying-foxes whose numbers are already dropping alarmingly, the prospect is extinction in the 
wild. Like all flying-foxes, their fertility rate is low. A lot of investment goes into raising one baby each year. As the 
flying-fox scientist L. Martin shows, it only takes small increases in mortality to produce large effects on population 

 

Angel © WRSC Janine Davies 
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health. The escalation of death goes hand in hand with the escalation of extreme weather. Last year Welbergen 
estimated that 50,000 flying-foxes had died in heat waves over the preceding fifteen years. Already this year, 50,000 
flying-foxes in QLD may have died, and the event is not over. Whatever the final tally, it will be set against the record 
of the previous fifteen years, and it will tell a terrible story of escalation. In addition, as Welbergen points out, this is a 
vision of the world that is coming – the flying-foxes are among the first to fall, but they will not be the last. 

If climate change were the only issue the situation would be dire, but actually the situation is more than dire. At this 
time, shooting and other forms of cruel harassment are knocking the species in two big ways: absolute loss through 
direct death, and loss of reproductive capacity through stress and death taking place during the time when females 
and juveniles are particularly vulnerable. The usual acronym for how extinctions come about is HIPPO: habitat loss, 
introduced species, pollution, population growth (human, that is), and overconsumption. I keep adding to the 
acronym, which has now grown in my thinking to HIPPPMOCC – habitat loss, introduced species, persecution, 
pollution, population, murder, overconsumption, climate change. Directly or indirectly, every one of these factors hits 
flying-foxes, killing them, damaging their future, and pushing them into a rapidly expanding vortex of death. 

The fourth aspect of significance is proximity: this is happening now. We are witness to it, and many of us are doing 
the best we can to help those at the front line of rescue, care, and mourning. As moral creatures ourselves, we are 
called into responsibility for the suffering of our fellow creatures, and that call is not contingent on climate change but 
arises simply and directly from the precarious condition of flying-foxes in distress. 

The context of mass death amplifies these responsibilities. Climate-induced mass death is the new disaster. It is 
telling us that climate change is far more real than we seem to care to imagine and that we are profoundly 
unprepared. We need to find ways to ‘sing up’ flying-foxes and other creatures by showing all the support we can for 
them and their future. This means keeping up the vigorous defence of their lives and well-being. At the same time, it 
means getting serious about all this death. We need more respectful modes of disposing of large numbers of dead 
bodies. We need to take this death seriously by grieving and memorialising these terrible losses. The anthropologist 
Shiv Visvanathan has pointed out that ‘science has no mourning rituals’. He was calling for wider cultural 
participation that would go beyond the litany of numbers. In this time of mass death, we need to mark mass graves 
as sites for remembrance and commemoration. We need rituals of mourning, and rituals that support and praise the 
carers.  

In addition, we need a new iconography. Everyone is familiar with the polar bear on the ice floe which now signals 
the precarious condition of wildlife in an era of global warming. It is a perfect image for the Northern Hemisphere, but 
here in the global south we need our own locally relevant images.  

We need a bio-regional approach to images of the relationship between wildlife and climate change that will help us 
imaginatively to grasp the crescendo of suffering that is taking place here where we are. In a large section of 
Australia, flying-foxes are the ideal creatures to help us make the connections between the HIPPPMOCC factors, our 
actions, and the lives of others. Like us, flying-foxes want to live, to raise their young, to go on being part of the wider 
world of life. They, like us, are creatures who suffer and die, and they are members of species that may yet be lost in 
the rolling apocalypse of change that is becoming cataclysmic. Their vulnerability is the visible crest of a wave that is 
bearing down on earthlings at a rate and with impacts that we perhaps cannot, but truly must, start to imagine. 

This is an extraction from the original posting. Kindly reproduced with permission © Deborah Bird Rose (2014) 

Flying Fox © WRSC Gavin Swan 
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MACROPOLOGY 
Presented by Lorraine Toohey 

Sunday 3 August 2014 
Kangaroo Valley Community Hall 

Course Cost - $15.00 per person 
Payable in advance by Direct Debit to  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast   
BSB: 641 800 Account: 045 108 382 
Reference:  Surname & Macropods 

Registration:  8.30am 
Concludes:  4.00pm 

Morning and afternoon tea provided 
BYO lunch 

Macropology Manual Options 
Download and print the Manual yourself: 
Google ‘Macropology by Cheryl Dooley’ 

to download the 4.70MB free PDF 
or 

Pre-order the manual: 
Printed hardcopy ~$15.00  

NB: Hardcopy manuals MUST be ordered and paid  
for before 22 July 2014 with a confirmation receipt  

sent by email to Jenny Packwood 
Updates for the Manual will be provided by WRSC  

at the course. 

Bookings and enquiries: 
Jenny Packwood WRSC Education Co-ordinator  

Mobile: 0418 497 345  
Email: packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Check out all courses on offer at http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/training-dates.html 

NARG will be conducting a Pinkie Forum  

Saturday 12
 
July 2014 

10:30 am to 3.30 pm  

War Memorial Hall 

Molonglo Street Bungendore 

(Kings Hwy, opposite Food Lovers)  

Please RSVP to Miriam Hazel  
NARG Training Coordinator 

E: miriamhazel@bigpond.com  

M: 0412 651 002 T: 6297 3442 

If there is enough interest Miriam can organize lunch to be prepared 

by Food Lovers for $10 pp otherwise it is a BYO lunch. 

Tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided 

This is a baby friendly venue for those who need  

to bring joeys in care  

CHRIS LLOYD’S  
BIRD & RAPTOR COURSES 

9 & 10 August 2014 
Wamboin Community Hall 

122 Bingley Way WAMBOIN NSW 
Members:   $25 ea or $40 for both 
Non-members:  $30 ea or $50 for both 
Both days start at 9am and conclude at 4pm 

Morning and afternoon tea provided 
BYO lunch ~ there are no shops nearby 

Registration for the course(s) is necessary  
and required by Wednesday 6 August 2014 

Email  training@wildcare.com.au  
Phone Val: 6299 5979 or Laurel 6297 8806 

Payable in advance by Direct Debit to  
Wildcare Queanbeyan Inc. 

BSB: 062593 Account: 28026717 
Reference: Surname & Bird and/or Raptor 

The Bird course covers non-veterinary examination, fluid 
therapy, crop feeding, feeding and housing for age, injury 

and disease, release  
The Raptor course covers identification and handling, non-

veterinary treatment, housing, feeding and release  
For more information about course content 

please ring Maryanne Gates  
Wildcare Bird Coordinator on 0411 422 897  

CAPTIVE 
MANAGEMENT OF  

WILD BIRDS & RAPTORS 
Chris Lloyd 

Bemboka Community Hall 
Saturday16 & Sunday17 August  

Course Cost - $40.00 per person 
Payable in advance by Direct Debit to  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast (FSC)  
BSB: 641 800 Account: 200 659 091  

Reference:  Surname & Birds 
Registration:  8.30am 

Concludes:  4.00pm 
Morning and afternoon tea provided 

BYO lunch 

Two Manuals available: 
Sea & Shore Birds $20.00 and Raptor Husbandry $15.00  

 but these MUST be ordered and paid for before  
8
 
August 2014 

This course is a NPWS ‘must do’ in rescuing and 
caring for raptors and a requirement refresher every 

2-3 years for carers  

Bookings and enquiries: 
Marie Wynan: 6454 6257  Email: wynan@activ8.net.au  

Jenny Packwood WRSC Education Co-ordinator  
Mobile: 0418 497 345 Email: packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 
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SAVING THE CORRIDORS/BUSHLANDS OF 
CAMPBELLTOWN FOR OUR WILDLIFE  

( Airds redevelopment project ) 
h t t p : / / w w w . p e t i t i o n s 2 4 . c o m /
saving_the_corridorsbushlands_of_campbelltown_for_our_
wildlife 
A  petition to help SAVE our native and local wildlife and 
one of our much loved ICONS the KOALA. 
Channel 7 new report on smiths creek:  
https://au.news.yahoo.com/nsw/video/watch/24250055/
koala-corridor-could-be-wiped-out/ 

Details still to come 
2 day Advanced Avian Course 

Chris Lloyd  
Greenwell Point 

27 & 28 September  
Necropsy, imping etc 

https://www.facebook.com/landcareillawarra?fref=nf 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Shoalhaven-
Landcare/135512506478747 
 

https://www.facebook.com/southeastlandcare 

Wingecarribee Koalas –  
Information Night 

The Wingecarribee Shire Council hosted an informative 
community gathering at the Colo Vale Community Hall on 
Tuesday, 1 July 2014 to present the latest information 
gathered by OEH Officers during their recent survey of the 
area. 
The briefing was presented by a number of notable speakers 
and covered a range of issues including numbers of Koalas, 
colonies, habitat preservation, health, corridors, roadway 
crossings, planned high-tech tracking and ongoing monitoring 
programs including community interaction and generally 
raising awareness. 
A good Q&A session followed with a further exchange of 
information and ideas coming from a knowledgeable and 
interactive audience.  
 Kerstin and I were pleased to attend on WRSC’s behalf and 
expressed our gratitude that WRSC would be included in these 
ongoing activities.  

Richard Woodman (Woody) 

FLYING FOXES & MICROBATS 
Presented by Gerry Hawkins 
Saturday 23 & Sunday 24 August  

 
 
 
 

Shoalhaven Bat Clinic,  
Albatross Rd, Nowra 
Registration:  8.30am 
Concludes:  4.00pm 

Morning and afternoon tea provided 
BYO lunch 

Course Cost - $40.00 per person 
Payable in advance by  Direct Debit to  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast   
BSB: 641 800 Account: 045 108 382 

Reference:  Surname & FFox 
Manual - $30  

MUST be preordered and paid for in advance  
as above before 14 August 2014 

Bookings & enquiries: 
Gerry Hawkins (Flying Foxes & Microbats Co-ordinator) 

0414 931452 
Email: batsgalore@shoalhaven.net.au  

http://www.petitions24.com/saving_the_corridorsbushlands_of_campbelltown_for_our_wildlife
https://au.news.yahoo.com/nsw/video/watch/24250055/koala-corridor-could-be-wiped-out/
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T hank you to the following businesses for their discounts 
towards the enclosures’ materials: 

 Independent Steel Company, Nowra 
 Walshs Mitre 10 Worrigee Street Nowra 

 Isons and Company Nowra 
 Terara Sand Terara 

T hank you to the fabulous construction team and gofer: 

 Ron Clapham 
 Bill Parker 
 Ken Bailey 

T hank you to the below groups and businesses for their 
generous cash donations: 

 RSL Country Club Callala Beach 
 Shoalhaven Ex Service Sports Club Worrigee 

 Progress Association Currarong 
 Recreation Club Currarong 

 Progress Association Callala Beach 
 Bowling and Recreation Club Culburra 
 First National Real Estate Callala Bay 

There are numerous types of birds that will 
benefit from this type of enclosure which consists 
of rubber matting at one end then the rest of the 
floor is sand with a wading pool and a few clumps 
of reeds for hiding in.     

The birds for example are seabirds, penguins, 
wading birds, shorebirds, ducks, swans,  plovers, 
herons, purple swamp hens as they all have 
special needs in protecting their feet as they can 
easily get problems such as Bumble foot  if they 
are kept on inappropriate flooring 

 

B umblefoot is an inflammation of the foot’s 
pad, joints or webbing. It is often caused by 

incorrect perches or housing, such as concrete, 
which offers no cushioning for the soft pads under 
the bird’s feet. 

As skin surface cracks or breaks due to pressure 
from the inappropriate perches or housing, 
bacteria on the skin surface infects the sore. 

If Bumblefoot is not treated correctly and quickly, 
permanent joint problems can follow. In serious 
cases, the infection travels, affecting other organs. 

Waterbirds and seabirds in care are particularly 
susceptible to Bumblefoot, as their feet are not 
used to taking the full weight of their bodies for 
long periods of time. Generally the water 
supports their weight. 

Symptoms of Bumblefoot include: 

• Swollen foot pads, webbing and joints 

• Red foot pads, webbing and joints 

• Sores on foot pads, webbing and joints 

Actions to take to avoid Bumblefoot: 

• Use appropriate housing – avoid concrete, 
gravel or bitumen. Opt for soft flooring 
such as grass, sand or leaf litter. (Never 
use straw or hay as these contain spores 
and can lead to aspergillosis) 

• Supply appropriate perches (ie. soft perches 
such as paperbark) of differing thickness. 

• Clean the perches regularly or supply new 
ones. 

• If appropriate and safe, provide ponds 
where the bird can sit in water – taking 
pressure off their legs and feet. 

http://birdrescue.com.au/avoiding-bumblefoot/ 

Seabird Enclosure ~ contributed by Pam Russell and Judy Bailey 
A few photos of the purpose build enclosure at Pyree which has been completed thanks to the kind donations from 
businesses in the Callala Bay and Beach area, Currarong and Culburra.  

Ron and Bill at work above and the finished enclosure below © WRSC Judy Bailey 
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WRSC was  s e en  i n  Hi gh l i f e  
( A p r i l / M a y  e d i t i o n )  

two to  the  
rescue 

When Highlife first phones Kerstin Schweth to ask about her work saving Australian wildlife, she’s in the middle of 
feeding two little Eastern grey kangaroos, a swamp wallaby and a wombat. She’s happy to chat while she feeds – she does it all 
the time. “You don’t have a regular lifestyle when you do something like this,” Kerstin says. “If we get invited out, we’re always 
telling people we’ll have to come later or leave early. Small animals need feeding every three or four hours. When my parents visit 
(from Germany) they think I’m mad.” 

Kerstin and her husband Richard Woodman (aka Woody) are wildlife rescuers and rehabilitators who specialise in 
kangaroos, wallaroos, wallabies and wombats. The couple are members of Wildlife Rescue South Coast, which has 140 
volunteers caring for animals from Hill Top to the Victorian border. Woody is secretary of the NSW Wildlife Council, the 
peak body for native animal rehabilitation in NSW. 

Woody was a Qantas pilot until he retired three years ago. Kerstin, who met him in Frankfurt in 1993, spent five years as 
Sydney PA and office manager to media buyer Harold Mitchell. She started doing rescue work when the couple lived in Sydney. 
“I was up to my armpits in brushtail and ringtail possums.” 

Eight years ago Kerstin and Woody were riding motorbikes through Robertson 
when they spotted a property for sale with remarkable views of the coast. They 
bought it intending to bring the rundown house back to life, but quickly launched into 
rescue work, which required the construction of animal compounds. “Now the 
kangaroos have better accommodation than my husband and I do,” says Kerstin. 

They get called out to do rescues at all hours of the day and night and have cared 
for and released around 200 animals over eight years. Kerstin does most of the feeding, 
cleaning and washing. Woody helps with this, and also collects natives and grasses 
for food, goes on rescues and does some euthanising. “Unfortunately we cannot bring 
adult animals into care,” says Kerstin. “Because they’re wild we cannot approach 
them, and we don’t have the resources to fix a fracture without causing them awful 
stress.” 

The couple usually have 12 to 16 animals in their care, some for a few weeks and 
“pinkies” for up to a year. Pinkies are little marsupials rescued from their mothers’ 
pouches, usually after the mother has been hit by a car or got caught in a fence. 

“We rescue all species except raptors, although we concentrate on macropods and 
wombats with the occasional snake, koala, flying fox or microbat. Being a foreigner, I 
like the furry friends, and I really like the wallaroos – they have so much attitude.”  

Reproduced with permission of Highlife. Photograph by Tony Sheffield 

R E S C U E D  
Portraits of  Australian wildlife  

in the care of   
Wildlife Rescue South Coast 

Photographer 
Warren Wilson 

August 2 - 30, 2014  
The Milk Factory Gallery and Exhibition Space 

33 Station Street (rear) Bowral NSW 2576  
10 am—5pm every day  

www.milkfactorygallery.com                           www.imageupphotography.com 

Part of Warren Wilson and the Milk Factory Gallery's exhibition's proceeds will be donated to Wildlife Rescue 

South Coast Inc and its Southern Highland region.   
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2014 COMMITTEE 

President .............................................. Position Vacant 

Vice President 
Gerry Hawkins ............................................ 0414 931 452 

batsgalore@shoalhaven.net.au 

Treasurer 
Joy Weatherall ................................................ 4443 3272 

0417 677 917 
noddysview@bigpond.com 

Secretary  
Debbie Colbert  ............................................... 4441 5948 

0403 305 948 
colbertd@westnet.com.au 

 

 

General Committee  
Kim Goodsell ................................................... 4422 4453 

0488 996 604 
kimgoodsell.kg@gmail.com 

Dusty Jones ................................................ 0423 958 059 
snakeremovals@live.com 

Fiona Kelleher.................................................. 4422 4567 
0400 493 815 

fionakel@bigpond.com 

Bill Parker  ....................................................... 4448 3414 
billrhon1@bigpond.com 

Richard Woodman  
(Woody) .......................................................... 4885 2008 

0412 002 400 
richard.woodman7000@gmail.com 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. 
Library Annex, 10 Berry Street, Nowra 

Refreshments provided 

7 August  Committee Meeting 
13 August Annual General Meeting starts at 7pm 

Annual general meetings (AGM) – holding of: 
The association must, at least once in each calendar year and within the period of 6 months after the 

expiration of each financial year of the association, convene an AGM of its members  
All the below positions  become vacant and will be voted on. Full details will be posted to members before 14 
July 2014. 
As per our Constitution: 
Any members that wish to nominate for any of these positions you are required to complete a Nomination 

Form and lodge with, or post to, the Secretary or Treasurer by 7pm Wednesday 30 July, 2014  
All members completing and signing forms must be financial at the date of the AGM  

Non-Committee Positions: 
All positions will become vacant at the end of September and members are  invited to apply in writing in the first 
instance to the Secretary prior to 1 September.  The new committee will then select the successful candidates from 
these applications at their first meeting in September 2014 and handovers then arranged by 1 October.  

Winter Photo Comp to 
win yourself a 

Backyard Buddy Toy! 
It's time for our favourite competition, the 
Photo Comp! 
All you have to do is post your favourite 
photo of a native Australian animal or plant 

on our Facebook page and the winning shot will receive a 
lovely Wallaby Backyard Buddies toy valued at $72.95. Let us 
know where you took your photo any info about it. 
Get your pics to us before Thursday 31st July. 
You can post as many photos as you like - but only those 
you've taken yourself please! Unless you're posting it with 
permission from someone.  
If you would like us to post the photo for you on the facebook 
wall, please email your photo to fharvey@fnpw.org.au. Just 
remember to tell us your name, where you took the photo, and 
a bit about it. 
Good luck everyone! We look forward to seeing your 
wonderful photographs so get snapping! :) 
https://www.facebook.com/backyardbuddies 

Number of current Members:  266 
Number of Authorised Carers:  134 

We welcome these New Members:  
Alistair Tait  Merimbula 
Arlo Tait    Merimbula 
Alfie Tait   Merimbula 
Sky Wansey  Exeter 
Frankie Quill   Exeter 
Lindie Reid  Callala Bay 
Kai Reid    Callala Bay 
Harley Reid   Callala Bay 
Lucille Dupond  Bemboka 
Louise Watson  Bega 
Ray Potts   Nowra Hill  
Janet Burgess  Berrima 
 Michael Burgess  Berrima 
Michelle Kelly  Merimbula 
Rachel Schofield  Merimbula 
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PROTECTING OUR BIRDS OF PREY 
10 June, 2014Posted in: Environment 
 Environment Levy, Wildlife 
http://media.wsc.nsw.gov.au/protecting-our-birds-of-prey/ 

Our Shire is blessed with an incredibly diverse range of wildlife. One of the most magnificent groups of animals to grace 
this region are the raptors, more commonly known as birds of prey. 

Within the Southern Highlands this group includes Eagles, Goshawks, 
Kestrels, Falcons, Kites, Hawks, Harriers and Owls. 

Unfortunately, as humans encroach further into their habitat, accidental 
– and sometimes deliberate – contact with these birds is becoming 
more commonplace. Collisions with cars are on the rise and more 
disturbingly, so too are reports of these graceful birds being shot. 

But a new Southern Highlands initiative is now at the forefront of 
helping to rehabilitate and return injured raptors to the wild. 

Since taking its first feathered patient into its new facility late last year, 
the unofficially titled NSW Raptor Care Centre has helped care and 
return 15 birds of prey to local bushland. 

Modelled on the world-renowned Abu Dhabi Falcon Hospital, the giant 
aviary is able to offer respite for multiple large birds and assist smaller 
existing facilities. 

The circular design of the aviary houses a central cylindrical pavilion that provides the injured birds with both a continuous line 
of sight and flight path that sets it apart from conventional designs. Having the birds fly uninterrupted maximises their chance of 
recovery and optimises their fitness levels compared to traditional rectangular aviaries. Its size and success rate have resulted in 
it being recognised as a national leader in raptor rehabilitation. 

In time, the Centre hopes to conduct on-site educational tours for raptor carers throughout Australia and is investigating the 
possibility of providing web-cam access allowing internet users a rare insight into the private lives of our region’s raptors. 

Until then, under the guidance of volunteer raptor carer Peg McDonald, the NSW Raptor Care Centre will continue to care for 
and return our injured birds of prey to their natural habitat, knowing that they have been given the best chance possible to soar 
again. 

If you find an injured raptor, contact WIRES Wingecarribee on phone 4862 1788 (or 13000 WIRES) or Wildlife Rescue 
South Coast on mobile 0418 427 214. 

Located within dense bushland on private land, the NSW Raptor Care Centre Free Flight Facility was funded via a combination 
of fundraising, private donations and monies from Council’s Environment Levy. 
This article was published in the winter 2014 issue of Wingecarribee Today. 

 

Do you have a great Project that needs some 
funding? Expressions of Interest are open now! 
The Small Farms Network is seeking farm project ideas for 
the 2014-15 financial year. Projects could include: 

 fencing/protecting native vegetation and 
undertaking primary and secondary weed control 

 fencing/protecting riparian areas, planting and 
weed control 

 establishing a wildlife corridor between two areas of 
native vegetation 

 other ideas? 

Suitable projects will be submitted for funding in late 
August / September. 

Email: Andrew  
abritton@southerncouncils.nsw.gov.au with your ideas and 
project maps 

Build a project map of your farm at: 
https://maps.six.nsw.gov.au/  Save your map as a PDF and 
edit using Adobe or scan and email as a JPEG. 

Andrew Britton | Land Services Officer (Land Management)
Hosted by Southern Councils Group 
South East Local Land Services 
PO Box 148, Kiama NSW 2533 
Ph: 4232 3200   Mobile: 0437134736 
Web: http://www.smallfarms.net.au 

R.I.P Richardson Jane 
Only 6 weeks and 3 days after her release 
Richardson Jane, the badly burnt koala that 
survived the northern NSW bushfires in October 
2013, was killed crossing Richardson Rd at night. 
The hit and run victim was found by a kind human 
being who took her to the local vets who was able 
to ID her and inform NATF of her unfortunate 
death.  

On behalf of all members 
WRSC offer our condolences 
not only to NATF but to the 
various wildlife rescue 
organisations and carers that 
helped with Richardson 
Jane’s rehabilitation and her 
eventual release. Our 
thoughts are with you and 
Richardson Jane.  
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A book you may be interested 
in…. 

Animal Architecture 
By: Ingo Arndt  

Jurgen Tautz (Text by), Jim Brandenburg (Foreword by) 

Hardcover  
Published: 1st June 2014 (Australia) 

Every day, all over the world, animals and insects set about the 
purposeful tasks of designing their homes, catching their prey, 
and attracting their mates. In the process they create gorgeous 
nests, shelters, and habitats. Capturing 120 of these wonders in 
all their beauty and complexity, Animal Architecture presents a 
visually arresting tribute to the intersection of nature, science, 
function, and design. 

Ingo Arndt's stunning studio photographs and vibrant in-situ 
shots of nests, forests, and wetlands provide close-up details of 
these designs, as well as the animals who created them. These 
compelling images are combined with an abundance of 
fascinating facts about the evolution of animals and insects, as 
well as their survival methods, mating habits, genetic 
dispositions, and more.  

About the Author 
Ingo Arndt is a world-renowned nature photographer. His photographs regularly appear in magazines such as 
National Geographic, GEO, and BBC Wildlife. He is the recipient of numerous awards, including the World Press 
Photo Award, and he has been awarded five times at the Wildlife Photographer of the Year competition. 
Animal Architecture has been nominated for the “German Photo Book Award 2014” 
http://www.booktopia.com.au/animal-architecture-ingo-arndt/prod9781419711657.html 

ISBN: 9781419711657 

ISBN-10: 1419711652  

Audience:  General  

Format:  Hardcover  

Language:  English  

Number Of Pages: 160 

Published:  1st June 2014 

Publisher:  Abrams  

Dimensions (cm):  
25.4 x 21.6  x 1.9  

Weight (kg): 0.65 

http://www.ingoarndt.com/ 

Baya weaver in Namibia © Ingo Arndt 

FROGS IN CHORUS by A.B. "Banjo" Paterson 
The chorus frogs in the big lagoon 
Would sing their songs to the silvery 
moon. 
Tenor singers were out of place, 
For every frog was a double bass. 
But never a human chorus yet 
Could beat the accurate time they set. 
The solo singer began the joke; 
He sang, "As long as I live I'll croak, 
      Croak, I'll croak," 
And the chorus followed him: "Croak, 
croak, croak!"  
 
The poet frog, in his plaintive tone, 
Sang of a sorrow was all his own; 
"How shall I win to my heart's desire? 
How shall I feel my spirit's fire?" 

And the solo frog in his deepest croak, 
"To fire your spirit," he sang, "eat coke, 
      Coke, eat coke," 
And the chorus followed him: "Coke, 
coke, coke!"  
 
The green frog sat in a swampy spot 
And he sang the song of he knew not 
what. 
"The world is rotten, oh cursed plight, 
That I am the frog that must set it 
right. 
How shall I scatter the shades that 
lurk?" 
And the old man bullfrog sang, "Get 
work, 
      Work, get work," 

And the chorus followed him: "Work, 
work, work!"  
 
The soaring spirits that fain would fly 
On wings of hope to the starry sky 
Must face the snarls of the jealous 
dogs, 
For the world is ruled by its chorus 
frogs. 
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Wombat Training Course 
Shirley Lack 

Shirley shared her experience and knowledge to an 
appreciative audience on feeding, rescuing, housing and 
releasing her self confessed obsession — the Wombat. 

The message was delivered to regularly attend training 
courses as knowledge constantly changes over the years as 
more is learnt about wildlife plus keep notes and hand 
paperwork in to the relevant species co-ordinator. 
Personal hygiene was also stressed —‘wash your hands, 
wash your hands…..’ 

Kangaroo Valley 

28 June 2014 

Photos © WRSC Robyn 

PRESS 
~ Update from Glenbog Blog ~ 

The Wynans find GPS recorded and  
marked burrow number 389  

totally buried  

Ray Wynan showing where burrow 389 was © WRSC Marie Wynan 

 to tell the story 
Know of a thriving landscape, habitat, species or 
community being saved through successful 
management? Take a picture that tells its story and help 
celebrate the 2014 IUCN World Parks Congress. By 
participating in the Saved Nature Photography 
Competition, you’re helping show the world why 
Protected Areas matter. Your image will inspire the next 
generation to nurture our precious parks, people and 
planet, and put you in the running for a share of the 
$24,000 pool of cash prizes.  

http://www.wpcsaved.com/ 

IUCN World Parks 
Congress:  
Sydney, November 2014 

 
 
https://www.facebook.com WorldParksCongressSydney2014 

https://www.facebook.com WorldParksCongressSydney2014
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