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0418 427 214 Wollongong to Batemans Bay | 0417 238 921 Mogo to Victorian Border 

If you see injured wildlife please ring us  
or your local wildlife rescue group.  
If you see dead wildlife please stop  

and check for joeys. 
Please Help Us Help Wildlife throughout 2015.  
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Birds North 
(Wollongong, Southern Highlands, Kiama, 
Nowra) 
Judy Bailey 4423 2295 / 0407 946 173 
judith.bailey4@bigpond.com 

Birds South 
(Bay and Basin, Sussex, Batemans Bay, 
Moruya, Southern Tablelands)  
Jenny Packwood 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Flying Foxes and Microbats 
All of the WRSC licensed area 
Gerry Hawkins 0414 931 452 
batsgalore2@gmail.com (Note new email) 

Macropods 
Kiama to Batemans Bay & inland to Braidwood 
Kim Goodsell 4422 4453 / 0488 996 604 
kimgoodsell.kg@gmail.com 

Far South Coast 
Marie Wynan 6454 6257 
wynan@activ8.net.au 

Southern Highlands/Tablelands, Kangaroo 
Valley, Wollongong to Kiama 
Kerstin Schweth 4885 2008 / 0413 768 656 
kerstin.schweth@gmail.com 

Possums and Gliders 
All of the WRSC licensed area 
Debbie Colbert 4441 5948 / 0403 305 948 
colbertd@westnet.com.au 

Far South Coast 
Kathy Mincher 6493 5639 / 0407 173 305 

Raptors  
All of the WRSC licensed area 
Jenny Packwood 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Reptiles, Snakes and Amphibians  
All of the WRSC licensed area 
Jane Mills 4421 7883 / 0407 297 264 
janemills@shoalhaven.net.au 

Small Mammals and Echidnas  
All of the WRSC licensed area 
Judy Bailey 4423 2295 / 0407 946 173 
judith.bailey4@bigpond.com 

Threatened Species 
All of the WRSC licensed area 
Jenny Packwood 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Wombats 
North of Batemans Bay 
Shirley Lack 4443 4877 / 0438 434 877 
babywombats@bigpond.com 

Co-Ord in Training North of Batemans Bay 
Lyn Obern 0432 346 641 
lynobern@bigpond.com 

Far South Coast 
Marie Wynan 6454 6257 
wynan@activ8.net.au 

Species  Co-ordinators  

Want to submit a rescue story, photographs, a 
quote, or share a website, Facebook page or tip?  

Email: newsletter@wildlife-rescue.org.au  
or snail mail  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Newsletter  
PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541 

Candelo Markets…. 
Held on the first Sunday of 

every month in the Candelo 
township. The largest market 
on the Sapphire Coast with a 
field full of stalls and a strong 

focus on local produce and old 
wares. 

Hours: 8.30am to 12.30pm 

Visit the WRSC display stall at……. 

Bowral Markets …. 
Every 2nd Saturday of the month 

Bowral Public School 

 Bendooley Street, Bowral 

between 8am and 1pm. 

Bermagui Markets…. 
The Bermagui Hand & Homemade Market is held on the 

last Sunday of every month in Dickinson Park. 

Specialises in handmade, homemade and local produce. 

From 8.30 – 12.30pm. 

June Cover Photo 
Brushtail possum with joey © Kellie Dene, My Wild Life.  

Used with permission. 
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His given name was  JOHN ALEXANDER MEANY, 

born in Coffs Harbour on 4 February, 1946 – died on 

1 May, 2015. 

The  dash  (‐)  between  these  two  dates  stands  for  the  life  that 

John lived here on earth! 

We donʹt know all the life that he led. We know only some of it! 

That ʹsome of itʹ is what I will write about. 

We knew John for ten years or so and whilst he was not a man 

of great size and stature, his heart was very big.  

Indeed, he was made up of these following attributes: 

1.  A very large supply of gentleness toward others. 

2.  A  heart  filled  with  care  and  compassion  for  all 

creatures large and small. 

Vale, John Meany 

John joined Native Animal Network Association (N.A.N.A) 5 November 2005 

N.A.N.A became Wildlife Rescue South Coast in 2011 

3.  John was a very patient fellow and always very willing to go out to rescue any small bird that was injured, 

or a kangaroo struck by a vehicle and left lying badly hurt by the roadside. Iʹve known John to have gone 

out to rescue some critters 11 times in one day! Now that is DEDICATION! 

4.  John had wisdom to care for and restore birds to health and freedom. 

5.  I never ever heard John get angry or swear or use bad words!! 

For a time, John was our President, approximately 4 years and he did a very good job. He was blessed with a great 

sense of humour and was able to enjoy the fun side of being alive and enjoy each day. 

Our friend John was at the last General meeting for April and we spoke for a while about how he was feeling health 

wise and he just said, “Iʹm doing well and everythingʹs okay”. And that was the way John faced life every day with a 

big heart, a large smile on his face and always that gentle loving strength that his faith in his God gave him. 

We will miss you, friend John! Our lives are now a lot poorer for your going. But we are all richer in our hearts for 

the privilege of knowing JOHN ALEXANDER MEANY. 

Go in peace!! 

Your friend Dusty Jones  

on behalf of Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. 

WILDLIFE RESCUE SOUTH COAST INC 

Members’ Tributes: 
 So sor  to hear this sad news. John will be ver  much missed 

  I  will  always  remember  John’s  smile  and  his  willing ess  to 

always be of assistance… 

 John never said ‘No’ 

 I am ver  sad about John passing so unfairly 

 I will not be at John's f neral, but would like to ex ress my sy pathy to Merily  and his family and  iends. I only 
met  John  once  but  found him a  gentle  sensitive  person.  It was  he who photog aphed beautif l  Serendipit ,  the 
Greater Glider I was caring for when he visited the South Coast during a bat workshop. Ver  sad. 

 I am ver  saddened to hear this news.  I liked John and always found him to be accommodating and thoughtf l, 
even when he was facing difficult times. 

 John was genuine that’s what I really liked and a gentleman, few and far bet een are men like him.  
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W I L D L I F E  R E S C U E  S O U T H  C O A S T  I N C  
P O  B  6 6 6  N O W R A  N S W  2 5 4 1  

R  |  R  | R  
NPWS Licence No: MWL000100253 |  ABN: 49 616 307 526 

E: info@wildlife-rescue.org.au | W: www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 
 

New applicants (including partners and each family member) are to complete a SEPARATE form 

WILDLIFE RESCUE SOUTH COAST INC 

Membership Application	

Applicant Information	

Title (Mr, Mrs, Ms, Dr etc):  Christian Name:  Surname: 

Address: 

City:  State:  Postcode: 

Home Telephone:  Mobile: 

Email Address: 

Membership Type  Individual: Yes / No    Family (Partner or Junior if under 18yrs): Yes / No 

NEW MEMBERSHIP FORM NOW AVAILABLE 

ON ‘B
ECOME A VOLUNTEER’ P

AGE 

UNDER THE HOME TAB 

WWW.W
ILDLIFE-RESCUE.ORG.AU 

Cars from Queanbeyan in southern New South Wales are more likely to collide with wildlife than those from any 
other postcode in Australia, insurance data suggests. Car owners with the postcode 2620 topped a national list 
compiled by AAMI of reported accidents involving animals – mainly kangaroos. The NSW postcode covering 
Goulburn, 2580, ranked second. 

AAMI spokesman Reuben Aitchison said the Queanbeyan postcode, which takes in parts of the ACT, produced 276 
claims for animal collisions last year. "Through the years Queanbeyan – both the NSW and ACT parts – has topped 
the charts by quite a large margin, almost twice as much as the next listed area," he said.  

Most accidents involved cars hitting kangaroos. 

"We did a really thorough breakdown a few years back for a Discovery Channel documentary on the issue and found 
that, from about 500 animal collisions that we analysed, 444 were kangaroos," said Mr Aitchison.  

"The remainder were a few wombats, some wallabies, two koalas and a flock of galahs."  

National AAMI animal collision reports:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In Canberra, the worst hotspots for accidents involving animals occurred in the central suburbs covered by postcode 
2600, followed by Weston Creek, 2611. 

Queanbeyan NSW tops national insurance list of car 
accident claims involving wildlife 
Updated Wed 20 May 2015, 10:24am 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-05-20/queanbeyan-tops-national-insurance-list-wildlife-car-accidents/6482854 

Areas  Postcode 
Collision 

claims 

Queanbeyan 
(NSW/ACT)  2620  276 

Goulburn (NSW)  2580  173 

Singleton (NSW)  2330  152 

Dingo (Qld)  4702  150 

Charters Towers 
(Qld)  4820  140 

(ABC News: Giulio Saggin, file photo)  
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Rescue  Rehabilitate  Release 
Story and Photos contributed by Janet Crilley  

I was down at Crookhaven boat ramp one Sunday when I saw a 
pelican with fishing line tangled around its legs and a large hook 
in its chest which was also attached to the fishing line. I rang 
Betty from Australian Seabird Rescue; she gave me a quick 
lesson on how to catch a pelican over the phone. 
Luckily some men cleaning their fish nearby gave me some fish 
scraps to tempt the bird closer. When the pelican reached to get 
the fish I grabbed its beak and the bird was then easier to handle 
than expected. 
I cut the line off its legs and also from the hook. As the hook was 
too big for me to get out alone I took the pelican to WRSC Bird 
Co-ordinator Judy Bailey who has a seabird aviary. 
By the time Judy got home and we got the hook out it was 
starting to get dark so the decision was made to leave the bird in 
the aviary overnight. Judy treated the wound and next morning I 
picked the bird up and took it back to Crookhaven Beach.  
The pelican stretched its wings, flapped them a few times and off 
it went ~ free again. Was a great way to start my day! 

The next Saturday I got a call from Australian Seabird Rescue Betty asking could I go have a look and see what I 
could do as a pelican was spotted at Greenwell Point with a broken wing. I found the bird on the beach but as I got 
closer it went into the water and swam onto nearby rocks. 
I needed some fish to tempt the injured pelican closer. Second time lucky as Dj's Fish ‘N’ Chips shop gave me some 
fish to use but the bird wouldn't move off the rocks. The woman (a very pregnant woman) who originally put the call 
in for help went and asked a man in a boat if he could go and make the pelicans move off the rocks. Then when they 
saw me tossing fish onto the beach 4 of them including the hurt bird swam closer to me.   
As the pelicans came in closer towards me the woman waded into the 
water to get behind them and my husband Les went in on the other side 
but there was a big gap, the injured pelican could get away. 
Unbelievably a big brown dog appeared moving in to fill the gap, all the 
pelicans went away except the hurt one. 
With the dog, Les and the woman closing in behind, the pelican came 
up onto the beach where I was able to tackle it. Sadly I ended up 
having to take the bird to the vet to be put down. THANKS to the 
pregnant woman who rang in and then helped but unfortunately whose 
name is unknown as I didn't get the chance to ask, the dog no one 
seemed to own and my Les as that beautiful bird is no longer in pain. 

The Pelican in the Seabird Aviary © WRSC Janet 

A facebook page that may interest… 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Potoroo-Palace-Native-Animal-Sanctuary 

Potoroo Palace Native Animal Sanctuary 
Community 
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Responsible fishing to reduce wildlife 
injuries 

Birds, turtles, platypus and other aquatic 
animals can be accidentally injured by 
discarded fishing tackle and unattended fishing 
gear such as crab traps and nets. 
  

To reduce injuries 
 Avoid using unattended lines and check your crab traps and nets 

regularly. Reducing set time for any fishing gear reduces the 
chances of harm to accidentally caught aquatic animals. 

 Using crab traps and nets when fishing towards an estuary’s 
headwaters has a higher risk of interacting with platypus. Please be 
extra vigilant, check traps and nets regularly and consider moving 
gear further downstream. 

 Avoid bird feeding and nesting areas. 

 Avoid using stainless steel hooks which take years to break down in 
the environment. 

 Collect and dispose of any discarded fishing line, other gear or 
rubbish. 

 Cut discarded fishing line into small pieces to avoid entanglement in 
case birds and other animals scavenge rubbish bins. 

 Don’t leave ANYTHING behind. Even plastic bags can prove fatal 
when sea turtles mistake them for natural jellyfish prey  

  

If you hook a bird 
 Don’t panic, stay calm. 

 Don’t cut the line. 

 Gently reel the bird in. Even pelicans can be slowly hauled ashore 
and contrary to popular myth, they are generally placid birds. 

 Place a towel or shirt over the bird’s head and eyes then carefully 
try to remove the hook or line. 

 Do not release the bird if the hook has been swallowed or is 
embedded too deeply to remove easily. 

  

Traps and turtles drowning 
 Turtles can drown in crab traps after forcing their way into 

the  trap or by becoming entangled in the mesh and being unable to 
return to the  surface to breathe.   

 DPI NSW recommends that fishers utilise the following measure to 
reduce the risk of turtles drowning in crab traps: 

  

Use  crab traps that have small entrances or funnels 

Currently several types of crab trap are available  on the market. Traps 
that have funnels represent a reduced risk to turtles due  to the entrance to 
the trap often being too small for a turtle to enter. 

The large, rectangular, open-ended collapsible  mesh type crab traps have 
large entrances at either end of the trap allowing  turtles to swim inside 
and become trapped.  

©WRSC 

For rescue advice or if  you see 
injured wildlife contact: 

Australian 
Seabird Rescue: 
 

North Coast   02 6686 2852  
     or  

    0428 862 852 
 

Central Coast   0438 862 676 
 
South Coast   0431 282 238 
 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast for 
injured native animals 

 
Orrca (Organisation for the Rescue and 
Research of Cetaceans in Australia) 

24 Hour Hotline  02 9415 3333 

  

National Parks 
and Wildlife 
Service for 

injured whales, 
dolphins and seals.  

  

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/recreational/publications/recreational-fishing-codes-of-practice/wildlife-injuries 
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We are calling on you to record where you see wombats using WomSAT. 
When you report your sighting we would also like you to let us know as much 
information as possible about your sighting. We'd like to know: whether the 
wombat was alive or dead, if it had sarcoptic mange and any other 
circumstances surrounding the sighting. We also ask that you map any 
burrows that you see.  

If you're speedy enough to grab a snap of the wombat, don't forget to upload it 
as well!  

http://www.womsat.org.au/womsat/pagecontent.aspx?page=wombat_aboutproject 

DUE 30 June 2015 

Otherwise  you  are  no  longer  covered  by 

Wildlife  Rescue  South  Coast’s  insurance 

and NPWS  licence.  If you no  longer wish 

to be a member all animals  in care and/or 

equipment  will    need  to  be  returned  to 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast.   

THE GREEN SEA TURTLE 
It is night on Raine Island, a coral cay on the outer edges of 
the Great Barrier Reef . . . All is quiet except for the gentle 
sighing of the waves. Suddenly something moves on the 
shore. Under cover of darkness, a little green turtle climbs out 
of her sandy cradle.  

Isabel Muller's remarkable and engaging account of sea 
turtles creatures that have roamed the Earth for over two 
hundred million years is as important as it is compelling for 
young and old alike.  

ISBN: 9780735841895 

ISBN-10: 0735841896  

Audience:  Children  

For Ages: 5 - 8 years old 

Format:  Hardcover  

Language:  English  

Number of Pages: 40 

 Published:  5 February 2015 

Country of Publication: US 

Dimensions (cm): 21.5 x 25.0  
x 0.9  

Weight (kg): 0.37  
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NSW Wildlife Council are developing a refreshed Website 
and need photos. 

The new webmaster Rod would like to have an active banner of appropriate wildlife photos moving across the page. 
Any contributions of good quality photos would be welcome.  A variety of fauna species would be great.  In rehab we seem to 
shun people in our pics, but rehab is really about the interaction between people and our fauna, so it would be nice to show that 
pictorially in the right way. 
Rescue, rehab, pre release and release pics of a wide species spectrum are wanted.   
Please send your photos direct to rodney@nwc.org.au.   
Thank you for however you can help our Webpage speak for all our fauna charges...... 
 
Cheers from the NWC Management Team 

Letter to the Editor 
Further to the story on the Leatherback Turtle and the Litter Kills story (articles in WRSC Newsletter May 2015)….I 
was personally involved in the location and removal of the turtle as Australian Seabird Rescue received the call from 
a local fireman. We work closely with Lindsay Smith of S.O.S.S.A and I can assure we were both in tears at the death 
of this dinosaur ~ from PLASTIC! Lindsay actually commented to a child nearby “take  note as it is unlikely you will 
ever see such a thing in your lifetime again.” 

Surveys have shown that 100% of washed up shearwaters had plastic in their gut. Baby Albatross are also being 
found dead with plastic in their gut being fed by the parents. All Albatross are on the endangered list as are turtles. 
Inuit women are having more underweight girls than boys and have been advised not to breast feed ~living on 
marine life they are inadvertently absorbing the chemicals from plastics. In fact it is proven the marine world is 
turning feminine ~ the effect of chemicals is lowering reproductive efficiency in males. 

I don’t know if you are aware that Australian Seabird Rescue successfully lobbied the Government to the banning of 
mass release of balloons at Government and sporting events. Legislation has been passed now that no more than 25 
balloons could be released at any event including funerals. Guess what ~ that’s 25 too many as no one is policing it. 
Helium is needed for nuclear medicine ~ it is not a natural resource and so much is being wasted. 

Perhaps it is the time for all Rescue Groups banded together to strive for the complete abolishment of helium 
balloons ~ after all they are only a “Money Maker”.  

As a matter of interest the turtle was 250kg ~ 1.73 metres in length and 2 metres from flipper tip to flipper tip ~ her 
head alone was 41cm long. 

A tragic loss from a piece of plastic!!! 
Betty 

ASR & WRSC member  
Berkeley NSW 2506 

Hi Betty 

Thank you for your letter regarding the tragic effect that litter in the form of plastics has on so many species of animals but in 

particular our marine life.  Australian Seabird Rescue along with Wildlife Rescue South Coast is a member of the NSW 

Wildlife Council Inc. Australian Seabird Rescue indeed has a proactive group of educators who work tirelessly to get the 

message out there to the wider community and I am sure they would be grateful to have some fellow campaigners take up the 

challenge. I know Rochelle from Australian Seabird Rescue believes that every single balloon not released is a win for wildlife.  

Jane 
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Reproduced with permission © Ashleigh Johnson, Tolga Bat Hospital  

Nyctimene robinsoni Thomas, 1904 
Eastern Tube-nosed Bats are small relatives of the flying-foxes, with raised tubular nostrils and large chocolate
-brown eyes. They are fawn to rich brown in colour, grading to grey on the head. A distinctive feature of this bat 
is the sparse yellow to green spotting on the wings and ears, and a distinct narrow black stripe along the spine. 
At night they fly rapidly and with great manoeuvrability just above or below the forest canopy, making a 
distinctive, high-pitched whistling call.  
NB: Ashleigh’s photo is of a baby Eastern Tube-nosed bat so it does not have the adult colours yet.  

Biology: Primarily a rainforest species, it roosts either singly or in small groups amongst the foliage and is well 
camouflaged by its mottled wings. Roost sites are generally close to feeding areas and have been recorded in 
primary and secondary forest and mangroves. Mating occurs from July to September; a single young is born 
after a gestation period of 3-3.5 months. A distinctive high pitched call is often produced. This species is 
moderately common in the northern part of the range, but is listed as vulnerable in NSW.  
Habitat: Tropical and subtropical rainforest, wet sclerophyll forest, vine forest, tropical woodland and 
heathland.  
Maximum size (cm): The tail is moderately long and the wings are short and broad. Body length up to 9.4 cm. 
Diet and Foraging: Frugivore. They eat a lot of cauliflorous (plants which flower and fruit from the main stem 
or older branches - many tropical trees are cauliflorous) which they either consume on the spot or carry away. 
They eat mainly firm fruit that they hold against their chest with their thumb claws and take large neat bites 
with their modified lower canines. 
Dangerous: Normally harmless, but it is best to avoid handling any bat because they may carry the potentially 
fatal Australian Bat Lissavirus (ABLV), which is transmitted through scratches or bites.  
Colours: Grey, Brown, Yellow, Black  
Distribution: Found along the coast and ranges of eastern 
Australia from around Lismore in NSW north to Cape York, 
the Torres Strait islands and New Guinea.  
Habitat types: Terrestrial  
New South Wales: Conservation Status - Vulnerable  
Sources: Office of Environment and Heritage 

Australian Museum 
Diet and Foraging Information taken from p69 
Australian Bats 2009, ISBN 1741754615, Sue 
Churchill  
Jenny Maclean, Tolga Bat Hospital 

schools tree day friday 24 july 
and 

national tree day sunday 26 july  
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Well you 
weren’t 
using it! 

© WRSC Gavin Swan 
2014/2015 COMMITTEE 

President 

Jo Evans .............................................. 0411 500 621 
jevans@accsoft.com.au 

Vice President 
Dusty Jones ......................................... 0423 958 059 

snakeremovals@live.com 

Treasurer 
Joy Weatherall ........................................ 4443 3272 

0417 677 917 
noddysview@bigpond.com 

Secretary  
Lindsay Francis ................................... 0417 228 478 

lindsayfrancis@hotmail.com 
 

General Committee  

Debbie Colbert  ....................................... 4441 5948 
0403 305 948 

colbertd@westnet.com.au 

Kim Goodsell .......................................... 4422 4453 
0488 996 604 

kimgoodsell.kg@gmail.com 

Nikki Hunter ....................................... 0450 077 747 
n.e.hunter@hotmail.com 

Jenny Packwood ................................. 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Richard Woodman  
(Woody) .................................................. 4885 2008 

0412 002 400 
richard.woodman7000@gmail.com 

Won’t you join us? 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast  

General Meetings 
2nd Wednesday of  the month 

starting at 7pm 

Library Annex,  
10 Berry Street, Nowra 
Refreshments provided 

10 June General Meeting 

1 July Committee Meeting 
8 July General Meeting 

5 August Committee Meeting 
12 August Annual General Meeting 

Our thoughts are with  
Joy Weatherall  

after her recent knee replacement surgery 
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Bottled birds:  
How callous smugglers cram cockatoos into plastic bottles to get them 

through customs 
By Jenny Awford for MailOnline  

Published: 04:50 EST, 5 May 2015 | Updated: 20:31 EST, 5 May 2015  

 More than 24 endangered Yellow-crested cockatoos were rescued by police 
 Smugglers stuffed them in bottles to get through customs in Indonesia 
 Critically endangered cockatoos can be sold for as much as £650 each 
 Around 40 per cent of birds die during the illegal smuggling process 

More than 24 critically endangered cockatoos were rescued by police after being found stuffed in water bottles for 
illegal trade.  
Smugglers crammed the Yellow-crested cockatoos into empty bottles so they could get through customs at Port of 
Tanjung Perak in Surabaya, Indonesia. 
But Indonesian Police discovered the birds, which can be sold for as much as £650 each, and cut them free so they 
could receive medical attention. 
The Yellow-crested cockatoo was listed as a critically endangered species by the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources in 2007. 
The population is at a critical low due to deforestation and poaching and recent studies suggest there may be less 
than 7,000 individuals remaining. 
More than 10,000 parrots, including Lories and Cockatoos, are caught from the wild in North Halmahera, Indonesia, 
each year to supply the domestic and the international illegal wildlife trade. 
Around 40 per cent of birds die during the illegal smuggling process.  
So for every 1,000 parrots caught from the wild, 400 birds died in vain, during the poaching, transportation and trade, 
due to poor conditions and cruel handling. 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3067691/Smugglers-birds-plastic-bottles-customs.html 

People with knowledge about wildlife smuggling should call Australian Customs Watch on 1800 06 1800,  
the Department of the Environment on 6274 1900 or contact wildlifetrade.compliance@environnment.gov.au.  

Calls can remain anonymous, and could prevent this cruel trade. 
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Humpbacks breach more than any other whale. It is unknown exactly why they do this so frequently, but some 
scientists believe the impact of hitting the water could be a way to remove skin parasites and lice. Others think it 
might be a form of social interaction or play. Credit: NOAA 

How well do you know the humpback whale?  
Read below to learn facts and common myths about this majestic marine mammal. 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/stories/2015/02/02_11_14humpback_fact_vs_fiction.html 

FACT: Humpback whales migrate a tremendous distance.  

In the Pacific Ocean, most humpbacks migrate seasonally from Alaska to Hawaii – completing the 3,000 
mile trip in as few as 36 days. Other Pacific populations travel west from Alaska to the islands south of 
Japan or east to the western coast of Mexico. The longest recorded Pacific humpback whale migration 
was 5,160 miles (8304kms) from Costa Rica to Antarctica. Most humpback populations swim from their 
summer feeding waters at colder, higher latitudes to subtropical and tropical breeding waters during the 
winter season. Arabian Sea humpbacks don’t follow this trend and stay in tropical waters year round. 

Editor’s Note: Whale migration east coast Australia, usually takes place during the Antarctic winter, when 
whales from the south head north along Australia’s eastern coastline. Most of these whales are of the 
humpback species. This is usually in response to the cold conditions in the sea, causing them to escape 
to warmer waters. This lasts until the spring season begins, when they return to the south for feeding. 

As the cold weather grows in these southern waters from March, these warm-blooded animals find the 
region uncomfortable for three reasons; First, food becomes very scarce since the fishes that the whales 
feed on also migrate, leading to certain hunger and probable death. Second, the warm northern waters 
provide the perfect breeding ground for whales and this guarantees their survival since May to September 
is the breeding season. Lastly, the cold waters are potentially fatal for their calves which are usually born 
in the warmer waters in the second half of the year. 

MYTH: All humpbacks "sing."  

Only male humpback whales sing. Their complex songs can be heard 20 miles (32kms) away and last as 
long as 20 minutes. All males in a particular population sing the same song, but the song changes over 
time – the exact function of these songs is still poorly understood.  



 

0418 427 214  Illawarra, Southern Highlands and South Coast  Eurobodalla and Sapphire Coasts  0417 238 921 

FACT: Humpback whales all look different.  

Within populations, individual humpback whales can be identified by the distinctive variation of black and 
white coloration on the underside of their flukes (tail fins), as well as the shape, size, and scarring of their 
dorsal fins. Humpback whale photo catalogs are kept to document fluke markings and classify different 
individuals. Each pattern is different – almost like a human fingerprint – and they tell us a lot about 
humpback whale populations and migrations. 

MYTH: Male humpbacks are larger than female humpbacks.  

As with most baleen whales, adult female humpback whales are larger than adult males. Some scientists 
theorize that their larger size helps the females more easily retain energy resources necessary for 
reproduction. Females can grow up to 60 feet long (18 meters) and weigh between 25-40 tons. Newborn 
calves are 13-16 feet long (4 - 5 meters) and weigh about 1 ton. Females give birth every 2-3 years and 
care for a single calf, accompanying them on their first migration and weaning them around 6-10 months 
after birth. Males do not provide parental support for calves.  

FACT: Humpback whale numbers are on the rise. 

Humpbacks are increasing in abundance in much of their range. The humpback whale’s recovery is 
largely due to various conservation efforts, protection areas, and nearly 50 years of international whaling 
prohibition. 

However, humpback whales are still listed as “endangered” under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and 
they are listed as “depleted” under the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA). They are at risk from a 
number of threats, including but not limited to: ship strikes, fishing gear entanglement, harassment from 
close approach for viewing, and various habitat impacts – many driven by human activity.  

MYTH: Humpback whales blow water out of their blowholes.  

Whales do not blow water out of their blowholes. All whales, including humpbacks, have a trachea and an 
esophagus, but they do not connect at the throat like humans. The whale’s blowhole and trachea connect 
directly to the whale’s lungs and a muscle contracts and releases to pull in and expel air (and mucus) 
through the blowhole. When expelled, this hot, moist air condenses upon contact with the cooler air 
outside, resulting in a spout that looks like water. Humpbacks (and all other baleen whales) actually have 
two blowholes located side by side, whereas toothed whales, including dolphins and porpoises, have only 
one blowhole.  

MYTH: Humpback whales have teeth. 

When feeding, humpback whales gulp water into their mouth, straining it through baleen plates covered in 
keratin fibers, catching large amounts of krill and small fish/crustaceans in the process – in one day, 
humpbacks can consume up to 3,000 pounds of food! Because the esophagus and trachea are separate, 
it is nearly impossible for baleen whales to choke; though if something were to plug their blowholes 
externally, the whale would be in trouble. Humpback whales also do not have a uvula, but in 2012, 
researchers discovered a previously unknown sensory organ specific to large baleen whales (collectively 
known as rorquals) – the organ is thought to assist their “lunge feeding” behavior.  

FACT: Humpback whales shut off only part of their brains when sleeping.  

Humpback whales – like all cetacean species – do sleep underwater, but they cannot fall fully asleep or 
else they would drown. It is probable that one side of the brain sleeps and the other side stays active while 
they rest vertically or horizontally in the water or swim slowly – coming up for air as necessary. Whales 
are conscious breathers, meaning they must choose when to surface and breathe.  

MYTH: Humpback whales are hairless.  

Humpback whales retain short, stiff hairs (like whiskers) on their snouts and around their blowholes that 
help serve as tactile indicators. These hairs are called “vibrissae.” Humpbacks have multiple golf ball-
sized tubercles on their head – each one containing a hair follicle. Whale fetuses even have some fine, 
downy body hair (known as “lanugo”) while in the womb but lose it shortly after birth.  

FACT: Humpback whales have leg/pelvic bones.  

Whales are mammals and evolved from land animals that gravitated towards life in the water. They still 
have remnant leg structures but their legs have become so small over time that the bones have regressed 
inside the body. If you see a whale skeleton you will notice these “vestigial” bones. Whales also adapted 
in other ways to survive in their aquatic environment.   

Reproduced with permission NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) Fisheries, USA. 
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Teeth and beaks plotted to end old question 
http://www.researchcareer.com.au/news/teeth-and-beaks-plotted-to-end-old-question 

The phrase “rare as hen’s teeth” would have made little sense until 116 million 
years ago, as new research shows up to then many birds had a full set of pearly 
whites. Earlier studies have shown that tooth genes became inactive at a relatively 
similar time among birds, turtles, and multiple mammals. 

The absence of teeth or “edentulism” has evolved on multiple occasions within 
vertebrates including birds, turtles, and a few groups of mammals such as 
anteaters, baleen whales and pangolins. Where early birds are concerned, the 
fossil record is fragmentary. 

One question that has intrigued biologists is: Based on this fossil record, were teeth 
lost in the common ancestor of all living birds or in a convergent change among two 
or more independent lineages of birds? 

A research team led by biologists from several US schools says it has found an 
answer. Using the degraded remnants of tooth genes in birds to determine when 
birds lost their teeth, the team reports in a new issue of Science that teeth were lost 
in the common ancestor of all living birds more than 100 million years ago. 

“DNA from the crypt is a powerful tool for unlocking secrets of evolutionary history,” 
says researcher and biology professor Mark Springer. “One of the larger lessons of 
our finding is that ‘dead genes’, like the remnants of dead organisms that are 
preserved in the fossil record, have a story to tell,” he said. 

Springer explained that edentulism and the presence of a horny beak are central features of modern birds. “Ever since the 
discovery of the fossil bird Archaeopteryx in 1861, it has been clear that living birds are descended from toothed ancestors,” he 
said. “However, the history of tooth loss in the ancestry of modern birds has remained elusive for more than 150 years.” 

Tooth formation in vertebrates is a complex process that involves at least six essential genes for the formation of dentin (DSPP) 
and enamel (AMTN, AMBN, ENAM, AMELX, MMP20). Researchers examined these six genes in the genomes of 48 bird species, 
which represent nearly all living bird orders, for the presence of inactivating mutations that are shared by all 48 birds. The 
presence of such shared mutations in dentin and enamel-related genes would suggest a single loss of mineralized teeth in the 
common ancestor of all living birds. 

The team found that the 48 bird species shared inactivating mutations in both dentin-related and enamel-related genes, indicating 
that the genetic machinery necessary for tooth formation was lost in the common ancestor of all modern birds. For comparison, all 
six genes are still functional in the American alligator, a representative of Crocodylia, the closest living relatives of birds. 

“The presence of several inactivating mutations that are shared by all 48 bird species suggests that the outer enamel covering of 
teeth was lost around 116 million years ago,” Springer said. Based on this fossil and molecular evidence, the researchers saw a 
two-step scenario wherein tooth loss and beak development evolved together in the common ancestor of modern birds. 

In the first stage, tooth loss and partial beak development began on the anterior portion of both the upper and lower jaws. The 
second stage involved concurrent progression of tooth loss and beak development from the anterior portion of both jaws to the 
back of the rostrum. “We propose that this progression ultimately resulted in a complete horny beak that effectively replaced the 
teeth and may have contributed to the diversification of living birds,” Springer said. 

In the Dreamtime all the birds were black - all one 
colour.  Till one day this little dove was flying around 
looking for food.  He flew down to the ground to catch a 
big juicy grub but instead landed right on a sharp stick.  It 
pierced his little foot and made him very sick. 

For days he lay on the ground in pain. His foot swelled 
up.  He was dying. All his mates gathered around to see 
how they could help.  All except the crow.  He just 
wandered around with his hands behind his back. 

Suddenly the parrot rushed forward - and with her sharp 
beak BURST the little dove's swollen foot.  Colour 
splashed out all over the parrot. 

Red and green and blue ran down her chest, wings and tail.  It splashed out all over the other birds. Some got 
red, some brown, some blue, some yellow.  Some got spots.  All got colours. 

All except the crow who was standing away from the others.  Crow got no colour at all! 

So that's how the birds got their colours.  And as for the dove, he soon got better, thanked the parrot and was 
able to fly away. 

DREAMTIME 
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Photographer: © Will Jenkins (UK)  

28 March 2015 to 5 October 2015 
Be captivated by scorpions basking in the sun, snakes in search of food and fireflies lighting up the night. 
See over 100 images selected from more than 40,000 entries worldwide and discover the amazing world 
we live in. For a limited time only at the Australian Museum in Sydney!  
See more at: http://australianmuseum.net.au/event/wildlife-photographer 

We heard Ken Stewart 
from Kangaroo Valley isn’t 

quite himself, was in 
hospital recently and needs 

to have more tests.  
Get well soon Ken! 

Rae Stewart has the flu, 
 we hope you feel better  

soon too Rae! 

Michael Snedic 
Whale Photography Workshop 

Where: Redcliffe, Queensland.  
Onboard Brisbane Whale Watching’s vessel,  
‘Eye Spy’ 

When: Saturday 25th of July 2015 

Time: 8.45am to 2.45pm 

Price: $195 tuition fee (plus $135 whale-watching cruise 
fee, which includes a gourmet lunch and refreshments) 

How to book: 
For more information on this workshop or to book your place, please 
contact Michael on 0408 941 965 or visit: 

http://michaelsnedic.com/workshops-and-tours/whale-photography-workshop/ 
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Dreamworld successfully breeds tree kangaroo in its 
wildlife breeding program 
By Tom Forbes 

Updated Sat 23 May at 9:06am 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-05-23/second-time-the-charm-for-dreamworld-tree-kangaroo-breeding-pair/6482154 
 
Animal handlers at a Gold Coast theme park are 
hopping with joy after a brand new joey popped its 
head from the pouch of a shy Lumholtz's tree 
kangaroo. 

Mindi is one of three females in Dreamworld's 
breeding program, which began almost two years ago. 

"It's the first Lumholtz tree kangaroo born into the 
Australasian captive management program," 
Dreamworld wildlife supervisor Alana Legge said. 

It was the second pairing of Mindi with father Csi that 
achieved a successful result. A health check earlier 
this year revealed a tiny joey had ascended to the 
pouch. "We are just so excited about this joey," Ms 
Legge said.  

The breeding animals are sourced from the Tree Roo Rescue and Conservation Centre at Malanda in far 
north Queensland. They are animals that have been struck by cars or attacked by dogs and are unsuitable 
for release back into the rainforest. "These animals have got injuries like blindness so they can't be released 
into the wild," she said. 

"Dreamworld and other institutions have created this breeding program so we can share how amazing these 
animals are with the public ... many of [whom] don't even know what a tree kangaroo is." The Lumholtz is 
one of two tree-climbing kangaroo species in Australia. Beside dog attacks and car strikes, habitat 
destruction is another major problem facing tree kangaroos in the wild. 

The sex of the yet-to-named joey is not yet known. Ms Legge said it would likely stay close to mum. "The 
joeys spend a particularly long time with their mothers. "The joey is going to need to learn what different 
foods to eat and how to get around in the trees, so she'll be with mum for about two years," she said. 

There are two males and three females in the breeding program, funded by the Dreamworld Wildlife 
Foundation. The aim is to increase the number of adult tree roos in the park to nine. 

Dreamworld staff said the joey's father, Csi, lives in a separate enclosure and would play no parenting role. 
"They are solitary in the wild and the males can fight aggressively with the other males and females, and 
they are dangerous too around the joeys," Ms Legge said.  "So it's only the mother and the joey in those 
small family groups that you'll find together out in the wild."  

Photo: The unnamed joey (ABC News: Tom Forbes)  
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RHS Chelsea Flower Show  
The iconic RHS Chelsea Flower Show in the heart of London is 
the “Holy Grail” to gardeners around the world. It showcases 
cutting-edge garden designs and sets the latest gardening trends 
in a mass of colour. It is the ultimate inspiration for all garden 
lovers and the most prestigious gardening event in the world. 
2015 will be the seventh year in a row we are displaying our 
sculptures at the show. 

Some of the celebrity guests to the show included Gwyneth 
Paltrow, Jerry Hall, Helen Mirren, Ringo-Star, The Prince of 
Monaco and plenty more royalty including the Queen who is the 
patron for the event. We have been both fortunate and delighted 
to win a number of awards at the Chelsea Flower Show for our 
sculptures and our stand. But one of the biggest highlights so far 
was having a few of our sculptures placed in the 2013 Australian 
Show Garden which won a Gold Medal and Best in Show. 2013 
was also the Centenary Year of the Chelsea Flower Show which 
made the award even more special.  

http://www.williewildlifesculptures.com.au/chelsea-flower-show/ 

WIRES Southern Tablelands Branch presents an invitation to all Wildlife Carers 
Flying-Fox and Microbat Rescue and Rehabilitation Course 

Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 June 2015 
NSW Police Force Academy, 1 McDermott Drive, Goulburn 

Flying-foxes are among Australia's keystone species. These fruit and blossom lovers fill a crucial role in our environment as 
primary pollinators and seed dispersers of eucalypt forests and in rain forests. Without them, many of our forests will struggle. 

At the other end of the spectrum are microbats, the tiny predators essential for maintaining balance in nature. 

Despite their importance, microbat and flying-foxes numbers are in decline. Numerous local species are considered vulnerable  
to extinction, endangered or critically endangered. These animals need all the help from carers they can get. Better still, they are  
a joy to work with. 

Topics covered during the two days will include: 

 Species identification 
 Anatomy and physiology 
 Health considerations for carers 
 Rescue scenarios, 
 Rescue equipment 
 Assessing injuries 

 
 First aid 
 Hydration 
 Care of pups 
 Rehabilitation and release of 

adults incl. housing, feed, exercise 
 Common injuries, illnesses and 

treatments 
 And much more 

Cost: $75 for first time trainees and non-WIRES members, $45 for refreshers. 
Cost includes lunch, morning and afternoon tea 

 Contact Heather Caulfield  heathercaulfield@bigpond.com t: 4844 5120 

WRSC advises members that you are quite welcome to attend this course and we will acknowledge your attendance. However 
if you wish to rescue and/or care for any flying foxes or microbats you will also be required to attend the WRSC two day 
Flying Fox and Microbat training course to be held at the Shoalhaven Bat Clinic Nowra in August 2015 before being 
authorised WRSC bat rescuers and/or carers.  

Total members 309 
No of Carers 156  No of Rescuers 224	

Barbara Hicks Bowral 

Scott Wilson  Broughton Vale 

Danielle Jones Mendemar 

Martin Rowe Bawley Point  
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What’s In Your Backyard?What’s In Your Backyard?  
By Robyn Ardill, member of Wildlife Rescue South Coast. 
My present backyard is in the Shoalhaven, on the flood plain alongside the 
river and is smack bang on the rural/urban border. 
The previous owner had numerous cats and in her own words liked a 
garden to be ‘wild’. My definition of her ‘wild’ was ‘overgrown’ and as this 
backyard was to be home to my dog, it had to be cleared of all dangers. 
Some of these dangers included the overgrown vines strangling the young 
native shrubs, the ground cover of wandering jew and the dangerous 
unseen black netting enclosing the side passage. 
I decided early on that I wanted a yard of easy maintenance, one that 
basically only needed to be trimmed, mown and occasionally pruned to 
look good. 
During the transformation of the backyard, I became aware that the bird 
life was increasing before my eyes. Every afternoon the dog and I were 
joined by these incredibly small birds bopping around everywhere, 
especially when the cleared side passage was turfed. In they sailed to the 
wire fence, taking it in turns to shower under the sprinkler. The sweet 
sound of their happiness filled the air. 
The Superb Fairy-wrens would provide hours of amusement, especially 
watching the fluffy brown chicks chase each other around the row of young 
Lilly Pillies, which I put in as a southerly wind break. Three years later the 
same row of Lilly Pillies, now seven feet high (over 2 metres), put on their 
first spectacular show of white blossoms just in time for Christmas. From 
within the bushes, the familiar sound of Rainbow Lorikeets chatting to 
each other was soon heard. 
I was thrilled in January, when one of the crepe myrtles planted in 2012 
had a magnificent bee attracting coverage of deep pink flowers. Imagine 
my surprise four months later in late autumn to discover three adult 
Crimson Rosellas enjoying the crepe myrtle’s seed pods. 
The backyard transformation is how my relationship with the local wildlife 
started. It also led to me joining Wildlife Rescue South Coast in 2013 and 
Werri Beach/Gerringong Gardening Club in 2014. As the garden became 
more established, it attracted more visitors and different species. Some 
have taken up permanent residency, whereas others are seasonal like the 
Flying-foxes. 
Fortunately the dog doesn’t seem to mind sharing his backyard - he gave 
up in our first summer here trying to discover where the frog under his 
nose had suddenly vanished to. Instead he will lie in the sun alongside 
Eastern Water Skinks and during his afternoon naps I’ve never witnessed 
a reaction other than an ear or paw twitch if the Superb Fairy - wrens 
accidentally mistake him for a garden statue. 
Our backyard has become a home, a feeding ground, a rest stop, a 
nursery and a playground to so many of the native animals here. It really 
goes to show that everyone can reap the benefits and make a difference 
just by creating a wildlife friendly garden. 

http://www.backyardbuddies.net.au/b-mail-newsletter/current-b-mail 

Above: Blue headed male Superb Fairy‐wren 

Below: Huckleberry and a Green Tree frog 

Below: Crimson Rosella enjoying seed pods 

Below left: The Shoalhaven  

All photos © Robyn Ardill 
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