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Please Help Us Help Wildlife  
this Autumn 

You can help us to keep up our wildlife rescue efforts  
Visit http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 

 

WRSC receives no government funding to assist with our operational expenses.  
We rely on your donations and generous support. 

E W 
S N March 2014 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc  
PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541 

    
NPWS Licence No: MWL000100253  |  ABN 49 616 307 526   

 E: info@wildlife-rescue.org.au  |  W: www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 
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2015 Calendar Photo Competition 
Results 

Thank you to all those members who entered our 2015 Calendar Photo 
Competition. There were lots of lovely photos, covering a wide range of 
animals, and we now have lots of material to choose from to produce 
our 2015 calendar. It should be great. 

The winner of the Photo Competition as determined by members voting 
at the February General Meeting is :  

The Eastern long-necked turtle  
submitted by Robyn Ardill 

Well done Robyn – what an interesting photograph. Certainly makes 
one stop and look again! 

Second place  
was the Sugar glider possum 
submitted by Debbie Colbert 

and  

Third place  
went to the Peron’s Tree frog  

submitted by Wendy McFarlane 

The prize for the winner is a 12 month 6 issue subscription to Wildlife 
[secrets] magazine. Second and Third prizes are a 6 month 3 issue 
subscription to the same magazine. We hope you enjoy reading them.  

These subscriptions have been donated by the publisher. We are 
grateful for their support.  

Don’t be too disappointed if you did not win, the calendar committee 
will be selecting a lot more for the calendar, and others will be used in 
the monthly newsletter. Congratulations to everyone who contributed 
and especially to the winners.  

for helping Wildlife Rescue South Coast 

help our wildlife,  

by their generous software donation 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast was 

successful in having our 

application approved for a 

Grant from the Voluntary 

Environment, Sustainability 

and Heritage Organisations 

(GVESHO) 2013/14 programme.  
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Eastern Long-necked Turtle 
(Chelodina longicollis) 

Did You Know...? 
At certain times of the year long-necks often wander in search of new homes. This often brings them in contact with 
roads and fatalities and injuries from motor vehicles are common. As long as there are no severe internal injuries, a 
cracked or broken shell may be repaired with artificial materials such as fibreglass before the animal is released back 
into the wild. 

Identification  
As its name suggests, this turtle has a long neck, which is usually about half the length of its carapace (shell). It has 
webbed feet used for swimming and digging. The upper shell or carapace can vary in colour from light reddish-brown 
to almost black, while the lower shell or plastron is usually creamy-yellow, sometimes with other dark brown 
markings. The feet have strong claws and are webbed for swimming. The jaws are made of hard, horn-like material 
and, if provoked, can deliver a painful bite. The terms turtle and tortoise are often used interchangeably and can 
cause some confusion. In the past, all freshwater turtles were called tortoises and marine turtles were called turtles. 
The more recent convention has been to restrict the term 'tortoise' to the purely land-dwelling species. As such, 
Australia has no tortoises.  

Size range 
Shell is around 25cm in length  

Distribution  
The Eastern Long-necked Turtle is found in Queensland, New South Wales, 
Victoria and south-eastern South Australia.  

Habitat  
The Eastern Long-necked Turtle lives in freshwater habitats including wetlands.  

Seasonality  
Most of the Eastern Long-necked Turtle's time is spent in the water, but it can make 
overland movements in search of new waterholes and nesting areas.  

Feeding and Diet  
The Eastern Long-necked Turtle feeds on aquatic invertebrates, tadpoles and small fishes.  

Other behaviours and adaptations  
Also known by another common name of 'stinker', the Eastern Long-necked Turtle can eject pungent liquid gland 
secretions from its 'armpits' and groin when handled or disturbed.  

Life cycle 
The female lays between 4-20 hard-shelled eggs during spring and early summer in an excavation in the bank of a 
swamp or stream. The young turtles usually hatch after an incubation time ranging from three to eight months.  

Predators, Parasites and Diseases  

The Eastern Snake-necked Turtle's eggs occasionally provide a 
meal for Water-rats and lizards. Hatchlings are eaten by fish and 
birds, and adults may be killed by cars while moving overland.  
Classification:  

Species:  longicollis 

Genus:   Chelodina  

Family:   Chelidae 

Subclass:  Testudinata 

Class:   Reptilia 

Subphylum:  Vertebrata 

Phylum:  Chordata 

Kingdom:  Animalia  

© WRSC Wendy McFarlane 
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Scientists discover new species with fatal attraction on 
Queensland's Gold Coast hinterland 
By Elise Worthington 

Updated Wed 19 Feb 2014, 7:11pm AEDT  

Photo: The black-tailed antechinus is thought to be found in high altitude, wet 
areas in the Springbrook National Park. (Queensland Museum: Gary Cranitch)  

Queensland scientists have discovered a new species of mouse-like 
marsupial renowned for its deadly breeding habits in the Gold Coast 
hinterland. 

The carnivorous antechinus received international attention last year after 
scientists found the male of the species was dying from stress after over-
enthusiastic marathon mating sessions.  

Now researchers have discovered a new species, the black-tailed 
antechinus. 

It is thought the species is only found in high-altitude, wet areas in the Springbrook National Park between northern New South 
Wales and the Gold Coast Hinterland. 

Dr Andrew Baker, from the Queensland University of Technology, says researchers are applying for an endangered species 
listing while they conduct more research.  

"They probably follow the typical pattern of antechinus, which is all males are dead before they turn one year old," he said. 

He says usually antechinus have a "frenzied mating period" when they are about 11 months old, and "all males will die before 
the young are born". 

Dr Baker says it is not yet known how many of the species exist, but he describes them as "quite striking". 

"The tail emerges from a body that is very shaggy, very hairy, with really long guard hairs," he said. 

"On the rump of the animal it becomes almost an orangey-brown colour, but where the tail emerges from the rump there is quite 
a distinct change from orange rump to black tail. 

"It's a very short-furred tail and they have black feet as well." 

The new findings are published in the scientific journal Zootaxa.  

Deadly mating habits 
Last year, biologist Diana Fisher from the University of Queensland spoke about the animal's mating habits. 

Dr Fisher was the lead author of a study published last year in the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences, which explained why the die-off happens. 

Antechinus go out with a bang 
Australia's little marsupial mice live fast and die young in a frenzy of winter mating known as big bang reproduction. 

Previously scientists thought the bizarre pattern was due to the males being altruistic and leaving more food for their offspring. 

But Dr Fisher's study showed the animals were actually over-doing it in 
order to promote their own genes over their competitors' genes, and 
trying so hard to reproduce that their bodies shut down. 

"What they do is just competitively mate, so they mate for a very long 
time, like 12 to 14 hours, some of the species," she said. 

"They do it over and over and over - they're very promiscuous. There's 
this huge intense mating season going on for about two weeks." 

Dr Fisher says the males experience an escalation of stress hormones, 
which allows them to continue mating for a long time. 

But the researchers found the extreme rush of stress hormones also caused the animals' body tissues to "disintegrate". 

"It's a bit distressing to see them die," she said. 

"Their fur falls off. They look very sick and stagger around, and sometimes they get gangrene infections because their immune 
system stops working." 

First posted Wed 19 Feb 2014, 9:47am AEDT  
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-02-19/scientists-discover-new-species-with-fatal-attraction/5268998  
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Safe and Sound in WRSC Care…. 
A lady in Bundewallah saw what she thought was a rat in an unused 
shower recess. When she saw that it was carrying babies, she realised it 
was a marsupial mouse, and tried to catch it. It dumped the babies, and 
disappeared into some boxes containing material off cuts, so she called 
us. 
When I got there, I found 2 jelly bean like babies, and I put them in a 
small pouch. I then started searching through the boxes, and found a 
nest with 5 more jelly beans. I then saw ‘Mum’ run into one of the boxes. 
Even though I knew she was in there, she was still difficult to find. 
I brought them all home, and when we took them out of the pouch to put 
them in a small aquarium, all babies were attached to nipples. We offered 
‘Mum’ a small carpet drey, and she seemed quite happy to move in.  
A couple of hours later, the lady rang to say she had found another baby. A mercy dash ensued, and it was brought 
back tucked into my shirt. We got ‘Mum’ out, and removed one of the babies from a nipple, and placed the new guy 
on. It started suckling straight away. 
They were placed in a 50 x 25 cm aquarium with a dirt floor and lots of leaf litter while a secure lid was made for a 
larger one. When we went to move them, ‘Mum’ had moved out of the drey and made her own nest in the leaf litter, 
so we decided it would be best not to disturb them again. 
There was some conjecture as to what they actually were. Possibly Common Planigale, but they are not supposed to 
be found this far south. Possibly Antichinus, but seemed too small. Emails with photos were sent out to our 
members, and to Norma Henderson. Norma’s response was “You definitely have Planigales. How Lucky are you? I 
have never seen one.” We started to realise how special our little charges were. 

We offered a mixture of Small Carnivore Mix, 
Insectavore, chicken crumble, whole boiled eggs and 
baby spinach. Also offered were meal worms, 
crickets and woodies. Any critters that were put in 
were devoured every night, and quite a bit of the 
offered mixture was also eaten. I noted that she 
drank quite a lot of water. I put this down to her 
producing enough milk for 8 babies, and eating the 
mixture which was offered dry. ‘Mum’  made her nest 
in a corner, which gave us a window to their 
development. She also toileted as far from the nest 
as possible, which made cleaning easier. 

When we observed the babies starting to move about independently they were moved to a larger (60 x 30cm) 
aquarium. We started collecting cicadas, which produced scenes of carnage. We soon started finding ‘Mum’  
spreadeagled, attached to the wire on the underside of lid. We figured this was the only way she could escape the 
kids, and wean them. When we saw one of the babies holding and chowing down on a cicada, we knew it was time 
for their release. 
We put them in a cardboard box and took them back to Bundewallah. A heavily vegetated area with lots of leaf litter 
was found a couple of hundred metres from where they were found. I put a hole in the bottom of one side of the box 
and placed it deep in the leaf litter. I left them for 15 minutes, and when I went back to check on them, they had all 
gone. 
We had the pleasure of their company for 6 weeks, and while we didn’t learn much about planigales in general, we 
did learn the following: 

 Planigales are dedicated, hard working mothers. 
 Planigales have a ferocious appetite. 
 Planigales, like all wildlife, are escape artists. 

Yes, I have to admit that twice we had empty the contents of the room into the 
hallway. Once she slipped out of our hands, and once the lid was not secured 
properly. Both times that ‘Mum’ escaped, she took all 8 kids with her. 
I am thrilled to say, that these photos will now adorn the Planigale page in Norma 
Henderson’s “Small Mammals of Eastern  Australia. Identification and care.” 

Article written by WRSC Erin and Lindsay Francis, all photos © WRSC Erin and Lindsay Francis. 
Footnote: The common planigale (Planigale maculata) is one of many small marsupial carnivores known as "marsupial mice" found in Australia. 
The common planigale is found from the upper Hunter River valley not far north of Sydney along the coast and hinterland to Cape York, and 
across the Top End of Australia to the Kimberley and a little beyond. It is also found on Groote Eylandt and on Great Keppel Island where its 
survival is threatened by proposed development. It occupies a wider range of habitat than other planigales, living in sclerophyll forest, rainforest, 
marshlands, grasslands and even the outer suburbs of Brisbane. Throughout these habitats, it prefers areas with thick cover near water. 
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Netting takes a toll on wildlife  

By GLENN ELLARD  
Friday February 14, 2014 

SADHANA Goulston loves figs.  
Unfortunately, so do flying foxes and so Sadhana is expecting to go without figs from the tree 
in her Mollymook yard after a flying fox had to be rescued when it became tangled in 
netting.The wildlife lover found the commonly available tree covering described as bird 
netting posed a major risk to the health of native flying foxes and bats. 

Ms Goulston recently found a flying fox caught in the netting. “It was really struggling, it was 
horrible,” she said. She contacted Wildlife Rescue South Coast and member Gavin Swan 
retrieved the flying fox and took it away to be checked over before release. “Luckily the 
flying fox was OK and was just caught in the netting,” Ms Goulston said. The experience 
revealed the netting she was using to protect her tree could prove lethal to flying foxes, and so 
Ms Goulston immediately discarded it. “I was ignorant, I didn’t know this was dangerous,” 
she said. “Last year I got a lovely crop of figs, but this year with the netting gone I don’t 
expect to get too many, but it’s a small price to pay.” Ms Goulston said many other people had 
the same type of netting over their trees and were also unaware of the dangers it posed to 
native wildlife. 

Shoalhaven bat expert Gerry Hawkins said many flying foxes had lost their lives in mesh 
netting over trees. 

In one incident in the southern Shoalhaven 24 flying foxes were found in netting over a tree after the owners went away. They 
had been there several days, many were dead and some were self-mutilating in an attempt to escape, Ms Hawkins said. The next 
day 16 more flying foxes were found in netting over a tree in the next town. She said the best covering to protect fruit trees and 
also native wildlife was exclusion netting, which could stand up without a frame and could also protect trees from hail and wind 
damage, as well as fruit fly. Other forms of netting could be used but Ms Hawkins said “the smaller the mesh the better”. It 
should be placed over a frame and pulled tight before being staked into the ground. 

Ms Hawkins, who runs one of only two bat clinics in Australia, said flying foxes were vital to Australia’s ecology because they 
were the sole pollinator of eucalypt forests. She said “substantial” penalties could be applied to people who did the wrong thing. 
“Anything that harms or can kill wildlife, once you’ve had a warning on it, you can be charged if you continue to net 
inappropriately,” she said. Ms Hawkins urged people to not try to remove bats or flying foxes from netting but to call Wildlife 
Rescue South Coast. 

http://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/2087535/netting-takes-a-toll-on-wildlife/?cs=338 

© WRSC Gavin Swan 

& in the 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast was seen…. 

@ Kangaroo Cottage Kindergarten  
          of Creswell Naval base  

The teachers were most grateful for the visit, both relieving some of their 
concerns, and also unfortunately reaffirming that the National Park they live and 
work in, is a place to always be on the look out for snakes and to take care. 
The kindergarten in the past year have had numerous venomous species 
wander through the back play area. It was good for the staff to be re-assured if 
they are faced with one again in the future that WRSC will be there as promptly 
as we can. The staff were lovely, and a parent of two children arrived to listen in 
also. Some of the littlies were very brave and touched the pythons happily. All 
in all it was a worthwhile short visit. 

Belinda Gales @ Kangaroo Cottage  
© WRSC Wendy McFarlane 

A gorgeous little girl flying fox rescued from netting in 
Mollymook  © WRSC Debbie Colbert  
Source: Gavin Swan  

Please Note: Only trained and vaccinated 
wildlife carers can rescue flying foxes. If you see 
a flying fox caught in netting or fencing please 
ring Wildlife Rescue South Coast as soon as 
possible.  

Discarded netting should always be disposed of 
carefully as animals such as snakes and lizards 
are very easily trapped when it is left lying on 
the ground.  
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…. on the front cover  
of Shoalhaven & Nowra News 

Belinda Gales, WRSC Publicity Officer  
talked about wildlife friendly netting 

21 February 2014 

…. & on Facebook 
Belinda ready to set these little ones free 

After the care, comes the release! 

Belinda and Blueys © WRSC Phil Donovan 

Our thanks goes to Belinda for being a wonderful WRSC ambassador  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast was also seen…. 
@  

the Kangaroo Valley Show 

Kangaroo Valley Show display attended by Brigit and Lyn © WRSC Brian Walster 

Thanks to Lyn Obern and her team for a great effort at the Kangaroo Valley Show  



 

0418 427 214  Wollongong to Batemans Bay  0418 427 214 

0417 238 921  Mogo to the Victorian Border  0417 238 921 

To feed or not to feed? 
Many people enjoy feeding birds in their garden, on their balcony or even at 
their window sill, but this creates many unseen problems such as 
malnutrition, disease, and imbalanced populations of some species. To avoid 
these problems altogether provide more natural food resources for birds in 
your garden. 

Please note - there has been an outbreak of disease in Rainbow 
Lorikeets in Melbourne and Sydney and these deaths are thought to be 
due to supplementary feeding. Further, it is thought that feeding 
stations are spreading this disease. Please avoid feeding Rainbow 
Lorikeets wherever possible and if you come across a sick or dead bird, 
please contact the relevant authorities. 

Rainbow lorikeet deaths in Melbourne  
Over the last few months, wild rainbow lorikeets (Trichoglossus haematodus) 
have been found dead or sick in the eastern and north-eastern suburbs of 
Melbourne in a band from Reservoir to Glen Waverly. According to the 
Victorian Department of Primary Industries, at one site, over 32 deaths were 
recorded.  

Sick birds have shown signs including diarrhoea, vomiting, regurgitation, and lethargy. Birds have tested negative for 
diseases including avian influenza, Newcastle disease, avian paramyxovirus, salmonellosis and psittacosis, and 
investigations are ongoing. 

The department notes that the most likely cause is necrotic enteritis, resulting from overgrowth of Clostridium 
perfringens in the bowel, resulting from hand and supplementary feeding. As the disease is spread through 
droppings from sick birds, it can easily be passed onto healthy birds congregated at feeding sites. Feeding of wild 
lorikeets is therefore not recommended as it can be a danger to their health and there is a plentiful supply of their 
usual diet of flowering plants and insects. 

As any sick or dead birds can potentially be a health risk to people, the department recommends that dead birds can 
be collected by using a plastic bag as a glove, and wrapping the bag around the bird without touching it. They should 
be double bagged and then placed in the domestic rubbish. Dead birds should not be buried as dogs or cats may dig 
them up. 
http://www.ava.com.au/12039         Brought to the attention of the Newsletter by Jenny Packwood  

Bird Co-ordinator (South) 

© WRSC Gavin Swan 

 

Have any ideas, thoughts or possible 
leads? 

Please email the ORRCA team at  

orrca@orrca.org.au 

The boat will be used for the monitoring 
of marine mammals (whales, seals, 

dolphins and dugongs) 
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T HE FIRST 24 HOURS are crucial for injured animals and survival depends on getting 
the right treatment in a timely manner. There are many ways suffering can be 
reduced for injured wildlife; however, the first concern should be for the safety of 
the individual, especially if the animal is in a traffic zone. Injured wildlife may bite or 

scratch as they don't know they are being helped and see the person as a threat.  

For rescues in the Southern Highlands, northern part of Southern Tablelands or Kangaroo 
Valley, call Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. on 0418 427 214.  

Alternatively call the Regional Coordinator:  
Richard Woodman on 4885 2008 or mobile 0412 002 400. 

Southern Highlands, Kangaroo Valley  
and Southern Tablelands Report  

The Wildlife Rescue South Coast representation in this region is developing at a slow 
and steady pace. 

There have been numerous rescues of native wildlife within the region as the 
community becomes aware of the options available to them.  Apart from the normal 
“word of mouth”, the print, radio and TV exposure along with involvement of the 
services of the Police and National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), have all 
contributed to spreading the word amongst the wider community. 

Following on from Jo Evans’ successful ‘Introduction to Wildlife Rescue’ (formerly 
Basic Training) course late last year, sufficient ongoing response has resulted in two 
further courses planned for March 2014 with the prospect of requirements for at least 
another course shortly afterwards. 

The generous offer for Wildlife Rescue South Coast to have an information stall at the 
Bowral Public School Markets, held on the 2nd Saturday of each month has been a 
great opportunity to be involved with the local community and exchange information 
and ideas and raise the awareness of the needs of injured, sick and orphaned native 
wildlife. Similarly, Wildlife Rescue South Coast was recently invited to give a ‘Morning 
Tea’ information presentation to a group of 50 local Burrawang residents in a cosy, 
relaxed setting.  It was an interactive session, made all the more interesting with the 
direct participation of all 8 children in the audience. 

With such interest developing, Wildlife Rescue South Coast sees in the long term, a 
community better prepared to attend to native wildlife encounters. 

Cheers, 

Richard Woodman (Woody) 

Regional Coordinator  

Map provided by Cartoscope Pty Ltd 
www.maps.com.au info@maps.com.au  
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OVERVIEW	
This 176-page title is the only pet owner/breeder 
reference on health and diseases in reptiles and 
amphibians in captivity, published in Australia. Written 
by practising exotic veterinarians, Dr Brendan Carmel 
and Dr Robert Johnson, all aspects regarding the 
captive care of snakes, pythons, lizards, turtles and frogs 
are presented in simple-to-follow layout. 

The 240 colour images show examples of typical health 
problems to assist the herpitologist in recognising signs as 
well as information about the treatment or action to take to 
rectify or reduce the spread of disease and support the 
reptile/amphibian back to good health. 

Too many ill animals are presented to veterinarians by 
keepers who are mortified when they realise that, through 
their lack of understanding of correct housing, hygiene, 
heating, lighting, feeding and breeding procedures, they 
may have contributed to the onset of disease in the animal 
in their care. Although this is not always the case, a large 
percentage of sick pythons, lizards, turtles and frogs are 
due to incorrect management. 

Become informed to prevent health problems from 
entering your collection. Furthermore, become better 
equipped to recognise signs of illness before further 
development may prohibit a return to good health. 

This book is an essential reference for any responsible 
keeper of reptiles and amphibians. 

Available from ABK/Rep le Publica ons at 

www.rep lepublica ons.com 

 

Authors: Dr Brendan Carmel & Dr Robert Johnson 

ISBN: 978-0-9872447-0-3 

Category: GEN 

Publisher: Reptile Publications 

Format: PB  

Weight: 500g  

Size: 235 x 135mm  

RRP: $55.00 

Pub date: February 2014 

KEY	FEATURES	
 The Basics for Keeping Reptiles and Amphibians 

 Preventative Health Care 

 Housing—Heating and Lighting, 
Thermoregulation and Vivarium set-ups 

 Hygiene, Handling and Transportation 

 Feeding and Nutrition 

 Reproductive Anatomy and Physiology 

 Breeding—Cooling, Sexing, Mating, Pregnancy, 
Incubation, Troubleshooting 

 Health Problems—Infectious and Non-Infectious 
Diseases are presented according to Species 
Groups—Snakes and Pythons, Lizards, Turtles and 
Frogs 

A new book just published…. 
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Download the 

IFAW Wildlife Rescue App 

This free smartphone app might 
just help you save an injured 
animal in NSW. 
The Wildlife Rescue App is 
available on the Apple Store 
and the Android Market, or you 
can type this URL directly on to 
your mobile phone’s browser: 
wildliferescue.ifaw.org 

An App you may be interested in…. 

Reptile Round Up…. 
Classification  
Species: Bungaroides 
Genus: Hoplocephalus 
Family: Elapidae 
Suborder: Serpentes 
Order: Squamata 
Subclass: Lepidosauria 
Class: Reptilia 
Subphylum: Vertebrata 
Kingdom: Animalia © WRSC  © WRSC Justin Macey 

The Broad-headed Snake (Hoplocephalus bungaroides) is only found in sandstone habitat that of which is restricted 
to a 250km radius of the Sydney Basin in NSW. The Broad-headed Snake is a moderately sized species of 
venomous snake and is potentially dangerous. It is one of 3 snakes in the genus Hoplocephalus, all restricted to 
Eastern Australia. Size ranges from 50 cm - 90 cm, they are black in colour with numerous irregular yellow markings 
arranged in narrow cross-bands. Inexperienced people can easily confuse them with young Diamond Pythons which 
are superficially very similar and found in the same habitat. The snake's choice of habitat depends on temperature, 
age, gender, and breeding status. In the colder months, adult and juvenile snakes reside in the crevices of sandstone 
outcrops on exposed cliff edges to maximise warmth from the sun. When the temperature rises in spring, adult males 
and non-breeding females move to adjacent woodlands and forests, inhabiting hollow trees during the summer 
months. Juvenile snakes and gravid females remain in the rocks and move to cooler, shaded areas. Lizards, frogs 
and small mammals form a major part of the Broad-headed Snake's diet. Male snakes reach maturity after five years 
whereas females are not mature until they reach six years of age. Mating occurs from autumn to spring and mature 
females produce a litter every two years. Unlike most of its venomous counterparts, the Broad-headed snake gives 
birth to live young. Birth occurs between January and April, with each litter resulting in 4-12 offspring born in mucous 
sacks. Unfertilized oocytes and stillborn offspring are common.  

Conservation Status: Once quite common in the area, the Broad-headed Snake is currently listed as an endangered 
species in New South Wales and vulnerable under the Australian National Commonwealth Legislation. 

Terminology: 
 In biology, the term gravid (from Latin gravid-us,-a, burdened, heavy) is used to describe the condition of an 

animal (most commonly fish or reptiles) when carrying eggs internally. 
 An oocyte, oöcyte, ovocyte, or rarely ocyte, is a female germ cell involved in reproduction. 
 
WRSC reptile handlers have been fortunate enough in the past month to be able to successfully remove 
two of these endangered snakes from peoples’ homes and relocate them to a suitable habitat not too far 
away. So thank you to Justin and Dusty for taking an active role in protecting this endangered snake. 

Jane Mills 
Reptiles, Snakes and Amphibians Co-ordinator 
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Time for change in your management team  
The March committee meeting has seen some important changes in the management team of the group. Primarily we are 
concerned about the workload placed on each team member, and the undue stress which many of us are feeling. Wildlife 
Rescue South Coast is growing in membership and complexity, our public profile has increased, we are handling more 
animals and with increasing community awareness of the plight of our native wildlife in need of care, there has been 
corresponding increase in the demand for our services. Within sectors of our allocated NPWS area of responsibility we now 
have members covering geographical areas which were not previously covered and that have not been fully serviced before. 

Janine Davies has stood down from the role of Treasurer 
We appreciate the work that Janine has done as Treasurer and we really appreciate the support which she has provided to 
Gerry in the Shoalhaven Bat Clinic. Sadly there are not enough hours in the day to fulfil all of these duties. 

Belinda Gales has stood down from the committee, and from her roles as Macropods Coordinator, Raptors 
Coordinator and Public Relations officer. 

We greatly appreciate Belinda’s skills and enthusiasm, together with all the great achievements and contributions she has 
made to the group’s public profile and the education and encouragement of other members. 

Joy Weatherall has resigned from the position of President 
Joy has now taken on the role of Treasurer, as she feels that she can perform more effectively in this role. 

Debbie Colbert has taken on the role of Secretary.   
Thanks to Debbie for taking on this important role, you are already very busy with so many other activities, we don’t know 
how you can fit anything else in. 

This has left the positions of President and 2 committee members vacant. There will be continuity of WRSC business as we 
transition through these management changes. Those who are stepping down (or changing) from their roles continue to be 
valued members whose contribution is appreciated and have not resigned from WRSC. 

According to our constitution:  

“In the event of a casual vacancy occurring in the membership of the committee, the committee may appoint a member of the 
Association to fill the vacancy and the member so appointed is to hold office, until the conclusion of the annual general meeting 
next following the date of the appointment.” 

If YOU are interested in becoming more involved with the administration of WRSC, then please contact a member of the 
committee to discuss how you may assist. This may be in the form of asking to be considered for one of the vacant 
positions, or by offering to assist another position holder as a ‘backup’ or ‘assistant’. 

Thank you for your consideration, we look forward to hearing some new ideas from new people and that we can move 
forward in a positive direction. 

P  V  

PRESIDENT 

PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER 

MACROPOD CO-ORDINATOR 

RAPTORS CO-ORDINATOR 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBER 1 

COMMITTEE MEMBER 2 

Re-advertised Position: 

GRANTS OFFICER 

The ‘Bum’ tree 
North left hand side of  
Crooked River Road  

(where it changes from Gerroa Rd)  
and the Beach Street intersection 

Photos © WRSC Robyn_26 February 2014  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast has been recently working 
alongside the Shoalhaven City Council to ensure the 
safety of wildlife during the Gerroa Road tree cutting  
process to widened the shoulder, especially at the 
Beach St and Crooked River /Gerroa Roads black spot 
intersection and the well known ‘Bum tree’. 
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Dr Howard Ralph 
Wound and Pain Management Training Day 

7 March 2014 
Thank you to Debbie Colbert for organising this successful day.  Photos © WRSC Robyn 

We welcome these New Members:  

Matthew Reader  Milton 

Mi Kyung Kim  Milton 

Deua Reader (10)  Milton 

Yindi Reader (9)  Milton 

Mirigan Reader (7) Milton 

 

 Jonathon Wellings Orient Point 

Rebekah Nugent  Orient Point 

Erin Turner   Bolong 

 Jade Hardwick  Kioloa 

 Judy Kowalski  Sanctuary Point 

Number of current Members:  202 Number of Authorised Carers:  118 
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to be held at  

The Hotel Grand Chancellor in Hobart  
27 to 30 May 2014 

The theme is  
New Directions: Accommodating Change  

http://awrchobart2014.org/ 

For Our New Members in 
 the Shoalhaven and the Southern Highlands/

Tablelands & Kangaroo Valley  
Wildlife Rescue South Coast Training Day 

Saturday 22 March 2014 
“Introduction to Rescuing Wildlife  

& 
Introduction to Rescue Telephone”  

New revised manuals for both courses 
Registration:  9.00am 
Concludes:  3.30pm 

Shoalhaven  

D260 Princes Highway,  South Nowra 

To register please ring Course Trainer: 
Kim Goodsell-Muldoon  
0488 996 604 or email  

kimgoodsell.kg@gmail.com 

Southern Highlands/Tablelands & 
Kangaroo Valley  

4215 Illawarra Highway, Robertson 
To register please contact Course Trainer: 

Richard (Woody) Woodman  
0410 127 453 or email 

richard.woodman7000@gmail.com 

If in doubt please contact Jenny Packwood Education Co-ordinator 0418 497 345 
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Date Event Coordinator 

Second Saturday of every month  Bowral School Markets Woody 

Wednesday 23 April Wingecarribee Community & 
Emergency Services Expo Woody 

Are you interested in assisting at these 2014 events? Email info@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

2014 Species Co-Ordinators 
Birds North 
(Nowra, Callala, Culburra, Kiama) 
Judy Bailey  ................................. 4423 2295 

0407 946 173 
judith.bailey4@bigpond.com 

Birds South  
(Bay and Basin, Sussex, Ulladulla, Durras)  
Jenny Packwood ..................... 0418 497 345 

packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Flying Fox and Microbats 
Gerry Hawkins ....................... 0414 931 452 

batsgalore@shoalhaven.net.au 

Macropods 
Position Vacant 

Possums and Gliders 
Debbie Colbert ............................. 4441 5948 

0403 305 948 
colbertd@westnet.com.au 

Raptors  
Position Vacant 

Reptiles, Snakes & Amphibians  
Jane Mills ..................................... 4421 7883 

0407 297 264 
janemills@shoalhaven.net.au 

Small Mammals & Echidnas  
Rhonda Parker ........................... 4448 3414 

billrhon1@bigpond.com 

Threatened Species 
Jenny Packwood ................... 0418 497 345 

packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Wombats 
Shirley Lack ................................. 4443 4877 

0438 434 877 

babywombats@bigpond.com 

2014  Committee 

President  
Position Vacant 

Vice President 
Gerry Hawkins. .............................. 0414 931 452 

batsgalore@shoalhaven.net.au 

Treasurer 
Joy Weatherall .................................... 4443 3272 

0417 677 917 
noddysview@bigpond.com 

Secretary  
Debbie Colbert .................................... 4441 5948 

0403 305 948 
colbertd@westnet.com.au 

 
Dusty Jones ................................... 0423 958 059 

snakeremovals@live.com 

Bill Parker ........................................... 4448 3414 
billrhon1@bigpond.com 

Richard Woodman (Woody) ............... 4885 2008 
0412 002 400 

richard.woodman7000@gmail.com 

Meeting Dates 2014 

3 April Committee Meeting 
9 April General Meeting  

8 May  Committee Meeting 
14 May General Meeting 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast  
General Meetings  

start at 7pm 
Library Annex, 10 Berry Street, Nowra 

Refreshments provided 
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Snake releases: 

NPWS have identified a number of snake species which 
they consider are not indigenous to this area, and have 
asked that they not be released, but surrendered to NPWS. 

Talk to Snakes, Reptiles and Amphibians coordinator Jane, 
for more details. 

YMCA: 
Dusty is attending 4 daily sessions at the YMCA 
spreading the word about his favourite snakes. 

Bush Fire Appeal: 

Our bush fire appeal last year 
raised $577 for general bush 
fire appeal, and Dean 
Pickering raised a further 
$192 for specific koala bush 
fire rehabilitation. 

These funds have now been 
transferred to the Native 
Animal Trust Fund (NATF) 
who took a large number of 
injured animals into care. 

Imported Flying Foxes: 

Ever stopped to think of the legal protocols when native animals take themselves 
across a state border? Of course not! They can’t read the warning signs. However 
when carers rehabilitate animals and need to relocate them back to a more suitable 
location, we need to apply for an import licence from NPWS. 

We have recently obtained a licence to import 20 Grey Headed Flying Foxes from 
Adelaide. They are now in creche at the Shoalhaven Bat Clinic. Their departure from 
Adelaide airport was documented on the local news. These were young animals 
which were affected by the high temperatures in Adelaide recently. They will spend a 
short time in creche and then be released into the Bomaderry Creek Colony. Another 
wonderful success story!  © WRSC Janine Davies 

Wildlife Friendly Netting: 

We are currently negotiating with 
fruit net suppliers and aim to be 
able to obtain wildlife friendly 
forms of fruit netting, which we 
can sell directly to the public, 
particularly when a member has 
attended the rescue of an animal 
trapped in inappropriate netting. 
(More details to come) 

Use of incorrect netting accounts 
for a major number of animal 
rescues including birds, snakes, 
possums, lizards and flying foxes. 

© WRSC Gavin Swan 

Underground Network: 
We are all human, and we will always want to have a chat and a good natter with friends. Colourful stories are often more 
fun to repeat than the truth. Someone once said “never let the truth get in the way of a good story.” 
Sadly, much confusion and wasted effort is spent following up on the mis-truths that seem to get passed around between 
members. Please refer to the correct documentation. Much time and energy is put into preparing these documents and 
keeping them up to date. These include: 

 The Constitution 
 Introduction to Rescuing Wildlife Manual 
 Introduction to Rescue Telephone  manual 
 The Newsletter 
 Policy and procedures documentation. 

If in doubt, refer to the respective committee person or coordinator to clarify any confusion. It is so important for all 
members to be well informed and to be courteous and understanding of each other’s needs.  

Police: 
We are working with the police to prepare a short document which will assist police to understand our preferred procedure 
when they may be called to euthanise an injured animal. 

 Car door magnets 
 High Visibility safety vests 
 Cadbury’s chocolate bars (FSC) 
 3D postcards 
 Plastic carry baskets 
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Work In Progress: 
We have a lot of items ‘on the drawing board’, but sadly we are having difficulty in achieving some of 
them. 
If you are interested in progressing any of these, then please contact a committee member: 

 An online data base for recording our animal rescues and movements 
 A relocatable enclosure for the release of wombats 
 Updating our corporate ‘style’, production of various stationery items, production of 

publicity items. 
 

Training: 
We are still looking at training in the following 

areas: 
Koala Care 

Reptile Care  
Bird & Possum care for the FSC members 

Be a Buddy: 
For those recently joined members who wish to get ‘carer’s experience’, and who may not have the time, 
or facilities to fully care for animals themselves, why not consider helping out one of our other carers 
who may be very busy at this time of year.  This is the quickest way to learn the tips and tricks of caring 
for specific animals, and is a great way to get used to handling these precious creatures. Try contacting 
your area or species coordinator for the name of someone near you who may appreciate a helping hand or 
some relief from time to time. Caring for baby birds, possums, wombats, wallabies, flying foxes is ‘full-on’ 
at this time of year.  

RPSCA bimonthly lawn 
mowing roster  

To maintain the grass area around our 
storage container we need volunteers.                   
Please contact a committee member  

if you can help out. 
April  Robyn Ardill 
June  Bill Parker 
August Dusty Jones 
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WILDLIFE RESCUE BAG (WRB) 

Rectangular only displayed 

Use to safely contain and transport wildlife. 
Can also be used for domes c animals. 

 

Bag is constructed from s ff, heavy weight PVC coated poly 
mesh.  It’s easy to clean. 

 

The back of the bag is reinforced with webbing. 

 

The zip opens fully.  The poly coated mesh  allows the animal 
to slide in easily. 

Rectangular: 2 sizes 
1: 80 x 120cm 

Large koala, small wallaby, seal, wombat, raptor 

2:     100 x 150cm  

Wallaby, kangaroo, seal 
 

Round  
Size  1     45 x 65cm  

Koala, Possum, bird, echidna, small seal, rep le,  
small wombat 
Colour:  black 

 
An industrial zipper allows easy access and closure.   The zip 
ends are not load bearing. 

The straps are a  ghtly woven poly webbing and padded for 
comfort.  

A reflector strip makes the opening easy to see, especially at 
night. 

 

A pole can be slipped through the handles to allow easier 
carrying of heavy animals such as a kangaroo. 

In this way, the Rescue Bag can also be used as a stretcher. 

 

The storage bag has a clear pocket for a contact informa on 
card for the nearest wildlife shelter and Vet. 

There is a detachable, water proof zip pouch on the Rescue 
Bag to ensure documenta on stays with individual animals.  

Ideally, the Wildlife Rescue bag is kept in vehicles for quick 
access and easy use. 

Zorzi Australia  

	
©ZORZI Australia.   www.zorzi.biz 

 

 T: 03-5289 0066 
 F: 03-5289 0055 
 E: sherryl@zorzi.biz 
 P: PO Wye River Vic. 3221 Australia 
 ABN 71074731052 

Animal Transport made just for Wildlife 
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