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S N March 2015 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc  
PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541 

NPWS Licence No: MWL000100253  |  ABN 49 616 307 526   
 E: info@wildlife-rescue.org.au  |  W: www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 

0418 427 214 Wollongong to Batemans Bay | 0417 238 921 Mogo to Victorian Border 

If you see injured wildlife please ring us  
or your local wildlife rescue group.  
If you see dead wildlife please stop  

and check for joeys. 

Please Help Us Help Wildlife in 2015.  

© WRSC Peg McDonald 
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Birds North 
(Wollongong, Southern Highlands, Kiama, 
Nowra) 
Judy Bailey 4423 2295 / 0407 946 173 
judith.bailey4@bigpond.com 

Birds South 
(Bay and Basin, Sussex, Batemans Bay, 
Moruya, Southern Tablelands)  
Jenny Packwood 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Flying Foxes and Microbats 
All of the WRSC licenced area 
Gerry Hawkins 0414 931 452 
batsgalore@shoalhaven.net.au 

Macropods 
Kiama to Batemans Bay & inland to Braidwood 
Kim Goodsell 4422 4453 / 0488 996 604 
kimgoodsell.kg@gmail.com 

Far South Coast 
Marie Wynan 6454 6257 
wynan@activ8.net.au 

Southern Highlands/Tablelands, Kangaroo 
Valley, Wollongong to Kiama 
Kerstin Schweth 4885 2008 / 0413 768 656 
kerstin.schweth@gmail.com 

Possums and Gliders 
All of the WRSC licenced area 
Debbie Colbert 4441 5948 / 0403 305 948 
colbertd@westnet.com.au 

Far South Coast 
Kathy Mincher 6493 5639 / 0407 173 305 

Raptors  
All of the WRSC licenced area 
Jenny Packwood 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Reptiles, Snakes and Amphibians  
All of the WRSC licenced area 
Jane Mills 4421 7883 / 0407 297 264 
janemills@shoalhaven.net.au 

Small Mammals and Echidnas  
All of the WRSC licenced area 
Judy Bailey 4423 2295 / 0407 946 173 
judith.bailey4@bigpond.com 

Threatened Species 
All of the WRSC licenced area 
Jenny Packwood 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Wombats 
North of Batemans Bay 
Shirley Lack 4443 4877 / 0438 434 877 
babywombats@bigpond.com 

Co-Ord in Training North of Batemans Bay 
Lyn Obern0 432 346 641 
lynobern@bigpond.com 

Far South Coast 
Marie Wynan 6454 6257 
wynan@activ8.net.au 

Species  Co-ordinators  

Want to submit a rescue story, photographs, a 
quote, or share a website, Facebook page or tip?  

Email: newsletter@wildlife-rescue.org.au  
or snail mail  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Newsletter  
PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541 

Every 2nd Saturday of the month between 8am and 1pm. 

Above: Woody, John Waters, Cathy and Sam Joukador  
at the February markets 

Be seen at  the 
WRSC Bowral Markets  stand…. 

http://www.rewildingaustralia.com.au/ 

Rewilding Australia is working hard 

to support the reintroduction of our apex 

species like devils and quolls to our 

ecologically impoverished landscapes. 

With the re-establishment of these 

predator species, combined with a range of landscape-scale 

fox and cat control programs, our other smaller mammals 

may then be able to persist in the landscape. 

We seek a greater role of private landowners and 

community organisations in protecting and managing wildlife 

that include predator-proof fencing and coordinated wildlife 

breeding programs. 

Our vision is for a society living closer to our wildlife, so that 

we can all be educated on the benefits of healthy 

ecosystems. 
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G erry Hawkins, WRSC Flying - Fox and Microbat Co-
ordinator, was involved in a car accident whilst 

transporting Black Flying - foxes back up north. The Flying 
- foxes were staying at the Shoalhaven Bat Clinic after the 
call went out for help from Casino during the high 
temperatures experienced prior to Christmas. Only one of 
the Flying - foxes seemed to be hurt (not badly) in the 
accident.  

A fter a few weeks in Coffs Harbour hospital Gerry has 
been moved to Nowra Private Hospital. Our 

thoughts are with you Gerry for a speedy recovery. 

G erry has requested no flowers be sent but instead 
donations can be made by the WRSC website. 

 http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/donate.html  

45 Flying-foxes were in the car accident with Gerry. Wildlife Rescue South Coast thank Judi Wood and the Mid North 

Coast branch of the WIRES group for quickly being at the accident scene to recover the Flying-foxes and taking them into 

care. Only one had an injury. He was taken to a vet and what was suspected to be an ankle fracture turned out to be only 

soft tissue damage. The Flying-foxes were very lucky as the cages were crumpled in the accident. The Flying-foxes joined 

the Coffs Harbour convey back to Queensland and have finally made it home.  

Thanks also to the WRSC members who are pitching in to help out at the Shoalhaven Bat Clinic during Gerry’s absence. 

Those who originally offered help so Gerry could do the transportation trip and those who then volunteered when they 

heard of the accident. 150 Flying-foxes are in care, many are getting ready to be released before the colony moves on (April), 

so more hands would be very welcomed over the next few weeks especially to feed as well as clean the release cage.  

If you have any time to help please contact Joy Weatherall 0417 677 917 or Janine Davies 0434 480 661 

Vincent McManus  Bowral 

Sylvie McManus   Bowral 

Luci McManus   Bowral 

Tania Clancy   Mittagong  

Total members   295 

Louise Edwards  Yerrinbool 

Callum Edwards  Yerrinbool 

Anne Cherry   Milton 

Christopher Harker Bowral 

Total carers   152 
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h ps://www.facebook.com/wanderingwithnature 

Wandering with Nature in Australia 
Just for fun 
Tilba Tibla NSW South Coast 

A facebook page that may interest... 

FoxScan is a community website that allows you to record and map sightings of foxes, fox 
damage, and control activities in your local area. Use FoxScan data recorded in your 
region to help decide where to undertake control, and coordinate with your neighbours. 

http://www.feralscan.org.au/foxscan/default.aspx 

Use your Mobile Phone to map Foxes 
iPhone, Android and iPad users can now access FoxScan and record fox data much 
more quicky while in the field. The new Mobile Mapping Facility enables you to record 
sightings using your mobile phone, and examine fox data throughout your local area. This 
is a valuable addition to FoxScan and can be used by farmers, NRM groups, community 
groups, schools and travellers.  

Visit www.feralscan.org.au with your mobile phone and start mapping today. 

Volunteer of the Year Award 

Jenny Maclean is an amazing individual. 
She has given up over 20 years of her life, 
turning her home into a bat hospital and 
giving up every minute of every day to 
rescuing, rehabilitating and releasing one of 
our most threatened and vital species in 
Australia. Jenny is possibly one of the most 
deserving people of an award like this, with 
the money she could go on to do even more 
amazing things, saving thousands of lives 
and indirectly by saving the bats, saving our 
rainforests and beautiful tropical north 
Queensland. 

Most Public Votes 
$10,000 for their organisation and $1,000 for themselves. 
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Wildlife	Rescue	South	Coast’s		
Introduction	to	Rescuing	Wildlife	and	Rescue	Telephone	

It	is	compulsory	for	all	new	members	to	attend	this	course	to	enable	you	to	rescue	

wildlife.	So	come	along	and	learn	who	Wildlife	Rescue	South	Inc.	is,	how	we	work,	

our	NPWS	licence	conditions	etc…..	

	How	to	rescue	an	orphaned	or	injured	animal		The	basic	equipment	necessary	to	be	able	to	rescue	a	bird	

or	animal	Initial	treatment	for	an	injured	animal		What	to	do	after	you	have	rescued	an	animal	Who	to	

report	to		Who	the	species	co‐ordinators	are		How	to	obtain	an	ID	number	for	every	animal	rescued		

There	is	much	to	learn	and	lots	of	friendly	people	to	get	to	know	and	who	have	vast	amounts	of	

information	they	are	willing	to	pass	on.	

There	are	no	costs	involved	with	any	of	these	courses	–	just	BYO	lunch.	

Flyers	with	full	details	have	been	emailed	to	all	members	or	contact	any	of	the	following	

for	information	and	to	register:	

Jenny	Packwood,	WRSC	Education	Co‐ordinator		
0418	497	345	or	packwoodcj1@bigpond.com	

  Robertson	~	Sunday	15	March
Richard	Woodman	“Woody”	0412	002	400	or	4885	2008	

 South	Nowra	~	Saturday	21	March	or	Thursday	26	March
Kim	Goodsell	0488	996	604	

18 & 19 April 2015 
VENOMOUS SNAKE HANDLING COURSE 

Unit 1, 2 Gresham Way, Bomaderry 
(Bratan Engineering) 

with 

John Mostyn  
2 Day Course Cost - $60 per member 

Registration - 8.30 am                 Concludes – 4.00 pm 

Payable in advance by  Direct Debit to Wildlife Rescue South Coast 
BSB: 633 000  Account: 152 817 854  

Reference: Surname & Snakes 
Are you new to the world of snakes - come and be taught by one of Australia’s most experienced snake handlers. 
Are you an experienced handler - this is a not to be missed opportunity for you to refresh those skills and/or keep the 
training records current. 

This is a specialised hands-on ‘Catch and Release’ Course aimed at teaching the skills needed to safely handle and 
rescue venomous snakes. It will also cover how to remove them from difficult situations and techniques for 
identifying different species, transporting, releasing and basic husbandry.  

John has over 12 years experience in the zoological industry specialising in venomous snakes. John is the head of 
the venom department at the Australian Reptile Park (Gosford).  

Manuals (approx $120) plus snake bags & hooks ($tba) 
available from John to buy on the day ~ cash only  

Morning & Afternoon Tea provided                    BYO Lunch and a chair 
Bookings & enquiries can be made to  

Jenny Packwood WRSC Education Co-ordinator  Mobile: 0418 497 345 Email: packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 
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Wildlife	Rescue	South	Coast	/	Native	Animal	Rescue	Group		

WILDLIFE	FOR	CARERS	
Presented	by	Derek	Spielman	

Lecturer	in	Veterinary	Pathology	at	Sydney	University	

Saturday	28	March	2015	
Shoalhaven	Ex‐Servicemen's	Sports	Club	 	

Greenwell	Point	Rd,	Worrigee	
Registration	–	8.30	for	9.00	am	 Concludes	–	4.30	pm	

Topics	to	be	covered	include:	

 Macropod	captive	husbandry,	diseases	&	treatments	

 Necrotising	diseases	in	possums	

 Sarcoptic	mange	in	wombats	

 Angiostrongylosis	(rat	lungworm)	in	Australian	wildlife	

 WAIF	wildlife	cases	

 Treating	and	rehabilitating	oiled	wildlife	

 Antibiotic	misuse	

 Commonly	used	medications	

 Questions	and	Answers	

Course	Cost‐$20	per	person	
Payable	in	advance	by	Direct	Debit		

Wildlife	Rescue	South	Coast	Inc	BSB:	633000	Account:	152817854	
Reference:	 Surname	&	Carers	

Morning	&	Afternoon	Tea	provided	 Lunch	available	for	purchase	

Bookings	&	enquiries	to:	
Jenny	Packwood	WRSC	Education	Co‐ordinator	0418	497	345	 Email:	packwoodcj1@bigpond.com	 	
Debbie	 Colbert	WRSC	Possum	 Co‐ordinator	 0403	305	948	Email:	colbertd@westnet.com.au	
Accommodation	is	available	on	site:	http://springsresorts.com.au/shoalhaven/	

Parks Week 2015 
Get up close with the endangered southern corroboree frog on this guided tour  

As part of Parks Week 2015, NSW National Parks invites you on a tour to see the endangered southern corroboree 
frog, found only in Kosciuszko National Park. You'll learn about the work being undertaken by NSW National Parks 
and Taronga Zoo to save and reintroduce this unique Australian species back into their native habitat. 

With striking black and yellow stripes, this tiny frog is one of Australia's most unique little creatures. Guided by 
NSW National Parks Aboriginal Discovery rangers, you'll see southern corroboree tree frogs in display at Tumut 
Visitor Centre, with talks by frog experts. Then we'll head to Bondo State Forest, learning why this special frog holds 
has spiritual connections to the Wiradjuri and Wolgalu People.  

This tour will include morning tea, a sausage sizzle lunch and return coach travel back to Tumut Visitor Centre. 

When: Sunday 15 March 2015, 10am to 3pm 
Where: Kosciuszko National Park.  
Presented by: Discovery 
Grading: Easy. Suitable for all ages.  
Price: Adult $20 per person. Child $5 per person. Family $40 for 2 
adults and 2 children. Price includes return coach travel, morning tea 
and sausage sizzle lunch. 
Wheelchair access: Difficult. There's wheelchair access to the visitor 
centre, but not for the coach transfer or tour. 
Bookings: Bookings required. Phone 13000 PARKS on 1300 072 757  
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Every year, gray whales migrate from their summer feeding 
grounds in the Arctic to their wintering grounds off Baja 
California in Mexico. And roughly every other year, scientists 
with binoculars count them as they funnel past a point on the 
California coast a bit south of Monterey Bay. Scientists 
conduct this survey to keep track of how well the population 
is doing, and this year they have a new set of eyes to help 
with the job. 

Three eyes, to be exact. Each one is a thermal imaging 
camera that captures the blow from a whale as it surfaces to 
breathe. 

“A whale is this great big motor that takes in a breath of air 
and holds it inside for a long time,” said Wayne Perryman, a 
NOAA Fisheries scientist who helped develop the new 
system. “When it exhales, the air is much warmer than the 
background, and we can detect that difference very easily, 
both day and night.” 

NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) Fisheries USA 

Automatic Whale Detector 
Scientists have combined infrared cameras with image recognition software to automatically detect and count 
migrating gray whales. 

By Rich Press, NOAA Fisheries Science Writer | Posted: February 9, 2015  
Follow Rich on Twitter: @Rich_NOAAFish 
h p://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/stories/2015/02/gray_whale_survey_thermal_imaging.html.  

A gray whale and calf  
Credit: NOAA 

New Tech on the Job 

The cameras themselves are nothing new—they’re similar to the 
infrared cameras that police use when searching for suspects from a 
helicopter. What is new is software that automatically analyzes the 
video to detect when a whale blows. To do that, it has to distinguish 
the blow of a whale from other signals that might confuse it, such as 
a bird diving into the water or a small boat passing by. 

“The biggest challenge was getting the detector to be as accurate as 
possible without having it get fooled by false alarms,” said Dave 
Weller, the NOAA Fisheries scientist who leads the survey team. 

In addition, every time the computer sees a blow, it predicts where 
and when that same whale will surface to blow again. That 
prediction algorithm, which is based on years of research into gray 
whale diving behavior, allows the computer to track individual 
whales. “If you don’t have a way of tracking who’s who, you can 
double-count some whales or miss them altogether,” Weller said. 

Previously, two scientists would conduct the survey—one a spotter with high-powered binoculars and the other a 
record-keeper. For now, human observers are still working the survey to ensure that the automated system produces 
accurate results. However, human observers can only count whales during daylight, and limited budgets mean that 
they’re onsite only during the peak weeks of the migration. But the thermal imaging system works 24/7 throughout 
the entire migration—it was already counting when the earliest migrants made their way south, and it will still be 
counting when the stragglers take up the rear. 

“The biggest advantage of the new system is that it vastly increases our sample size,” Weller said. “That means we 
can more accurately estimate the size of the population.” 

A Conservation Success Story 

Gray whales were hunted nearly to extinction during the whaling days. But this population of gray whales has been 
making a steady recovery since then, and they were taken off the endangered species list in 1994 (though a second 
population on the Russian side of the Pacific remains endangered). “They’re a real success story as far as the 
management of large whales goes,” said Perryman. “Today the population is up around 20,000, and that appears to 
be pretty stable,” 

Scientists still need to keep track of gray whale populations, however. Despite their recovery, the animals are still at 
risk from ship strikes, entanglement in fishing gear, and other human impacts. Also, as the climate changes, 
scientists want to know if changes in the amount of sea ice are correlated with changes in population size or timing 
of the migration. 

And so the count goes on. But as of this year it’s more high tech, and the numbers will be a bit more accurate. 

A set of three thermal imaging cameras are used 
to automatically detect migrating whales based on 
the difference in temperature between the whales' 
blow and the surrounding environment.  
Credit: NOAA 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/stories/a/spotlight/rich_science/rich_in_science.html
https://twitter.com/Rich_NOAAFish
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Bold young bees bring faster decline - GreenCareer 
h p://www.greencareer.net.au/news/bold‐young‐bees‐bring‐faster‐decline 
Reproduced with permission 

 

Local scientists contributed to a study that could explain why bee colonies have been 
collapsing around the world. 

Colony Collapse Disorder is a major international problem, with many concerned that 
declining honey bee populations will harm successful crop pollination. 

Bees are vital for successful agriculture around the world. In Australia the contribution of 
honey bees to crop production is estimated at $5 billion per annum. 

Pathogens, pesticides, and nutritional deficits have previously been identified as 
stressors linked to Colony Collapse Disorder, but it was a mystery why bee colonies 
sometimes collapsed so rapidly, leaving hive boxes looking like tiny ghost towns. 

The new study used radio tracking to follow thousands of bees throughout their entire 
lives to map their accelerated decline. 

The researchers found that bees reacted to stress by starting to forage when young, 
but the young precocious foragers did not cope well with being made to grow up so 
fast. 

Precocious foragers completed fewer foraging trips in their lifetime, and experienced a higher rate of early death, putting 
pressure on the colony social structure. This disrupted the colonies’ finely balanced social dynamics, triggering a population 
collapse. 

“Bee colonies contain a precise balance of bees specialised in the different roles the society needs. If that balance is upset by 
young bees starting to forage early, sometimes the colony cannot cope,” said Dr Andrew Barron of Macquarie University’s 
Department of Biological Sciences. 

“There is a breakdown in division of labor, and loss of the adult population, leaving only brood, food and few adults in the hive.” 
With their greater understanding of the collapse process, the authors are now exploring possible strategies to improve colony 
resilience including rescue packages for sick colonies, and new sensors to detect colonies at risk of failure. 

Acacia sophorae 
Common Name: Coastal wattle. 
 
Family: Fabaceae subfamily Mimosoideae 
 
Distribution: Near-coastal forests from south-east Queensland to South Australia, including 
Tasmania, usually on sand dunes. 
 
Size: Varied 

 
Position: Full sun/semi-shade 
 
Helps: Parrots who eat the seed pods, and native pigeons and 
bandicoots who eat the fallen seeds. Older trees also attract 
cockatoos, especially the rarer yellow-tailed black cockatoo which 
feasts on borer larvae. Wattle foliage attracts a range of native 
insects, like native ants, that in turn feed mammals such as sugar 
gliders (who also love the sap that wattle produces!) and many small 
insect-eating birds like willy wagtails, bristle-birds and robins.  
 
Conservation Status: 
Not considered to be at risk in the wild. 

General Description: 
Acacia sophorae is a prostrate shrub when growing on exposed 
coastal dunes but may grow as a large shrub to 2-3 metres in height 
(sometimes taller) in more sheltered locations. Flowering is mainly in 
late winter and spring. Wattle species are important pioneer plants as 
they fix nitrogen in the soil to make it available for other plants. They 
are also extremely fast growers, so if you want a quick result they 
could be just the thing. Remember, though, that they are not long lived 
so you may want to plant them together with some other longer-lived 
species. 
Wattles provide plenty of shelter, abundant seed, and lots of nectar 
(from their beautiful cream/white flowers).  

Wattle in flower© WRSC Robyn 
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Raptors rehabilitate in the Southern Highlands  
By Emma Biscoe  
Jan. 23, 2015, midnight 
Extracted from http://www.southernhighlandnews.com.au/story/2833335/birds-of-a-feather-heal-together/#slide=1 
 
Right: A rare black falcon with a juvenile whistling 
kite in the largest continual flight raptor rehabilitation 
aviary in the southern hemisphere.  
Photo © WRSC Peggy McDonald 

AS word spreads that the largest continual 
flight raptor rehabilitation aviary in the 
southern hemisphere is in the Southern 
Highlands, raptor rehabilitator Peggy 
McDonald has been incredibly busy. 
Injured birds from as far away as Casino and Bega are 
brought to the facility where Peggy cares for them until they 
are ready for release. The aviary is 100 metres in 
circumference, six to eight metres high and has a central 
pavilion in the centre which prevents the birds from seeing 
an endpoint when flying. This week there are more than 10 
injured birds in Peggy's care which have arrived for various 
reasons. 

A rare masked owl flew into a car in Kangaroo Valley and was unconscious when the driver picked it up. Peggy has had the owl 
in one of the aviaries for just over a week and after a final check by Dr Charlie Carter, it was given the all-clear on Tuesday, and 
will be taken back home. An adult female wedge-tailed eagle has been in Peggy's care for just over two months after she came in 
with severe head and spinal trauma. "A lot needs to be taken into account when a bird is being considered for release. The 
recovery from their initial trauma, their age, how long they have been out of their territories and of course their ability to again 
take to the skies and fly and hunt in their natural roles as the supreme athletes of the skies," Peggy said. 

A young male wedge-tailed eagle that arrived extremely emaciated with badly damaged wing and tail feathers has recovered 
from his initial problems but will need a full moult before he is released. "He should be released in six months - he can't fly yet 
but he has plenty of room to exercise in the aviary." A brown goshawk from Milton has been recuperating at the aviary, after a 
near miss with a goanna when he was a nestling. "He was being sized up by a goanna when spotted by a caring farmer. He must 
have been blown out of the nest," Peggy said. "He has now reached his normal dispersal time and, like two local Australian 
Kestrels, is being soft released which means they can come and go, returning to feed until they have the confidence to stay in the 
wild." 

A juvenile whistling kite has been in care for five weeks after it was found in Goulburn, presumably hit by a car. "She had 
ruptured air sacks and a broken pelvis, and is now doing well." Three gang gang cockatoos which were hit by cars are 
recuperating with one on soft release. A young Eastern rosella that flew into a window, and a magpie hit on Nowra Road are also 
in Peggy's care. A black falcon was sent to the aviary to regain its fitness levels so it could be released. He needs his tail feathers 
imped, which is the process of transplanting healthy feathers from a deceased donor into the broken feather shafts of the 
recipient bird. He will be released at Grenfell towards the end of summer when the natural food supply is most abundant. 

"I believe we need to take on board the knowledge that is available from researchers, scientists, vets and other raptor advocates 
both here and overseas, and relate it all to each individual case," Peggy said. "As Charlie my vet says, it isn't about doing this 
because we can, it is about doing it with the genuine belief that every bird we release has as good a chance as we can possibly 
provide." She said birds came and went every week and even Taronga Zoo had sent birds to be rehabilitated. "The aviary is for 
all organisations to use and is purely for rehabilitation purposes," Peggy said. 

It's a full time job for volunteer Peggy, taking the birds to the vets, cleaning, feeding, changing and repairing perches, hosting 
bird talks, fielding queries, fundraising, applying for grants and more. Her plans for the future are to improve include improving 
the high standards that have already been reached. "We still need a dedicated owl bay and catching facility, more sand and blue 
metal to cover the bases of the adjoining aviaries and one project I am really keen to work on installing is CCTV and webcams," 
Peggy said. "It's onwards and upwards. I want to get back to the falcon hospital in Abu Dhabi to complete my studies and then 
pass on that knowledge so we can all embrace techniques being used overseas." She said when things quietened down, she 
would have a gathering to thank all of those who had helped with the aviary and to show them what their support had created. 

There is still more to be done, and fundraising is vital to continue the work Peggy is doing. 
 

WRSC Editorial Footnote: Peggy became a Wildlife Rescue South Coast member late in 2014. To help fund Peggy and the work 
she does with these incredible birds donations can be made via the WRSC website.  

http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/donate.html    
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2014/2015 COMMITTEE 

President 

Jo Evans ............................................. 0411 500 621 
jevans@accsoft.com.au 

Vice President 
Dusty Jones ........................................ 0423 958 059 

snakeremovals@live.com 

Treasurer 
Joy Weatherall ......................................... 4443 3272 

0417 677 917 
noddysview@bigpond.com 

Secretary  
Lindsay Francis .................................. 0417 228 478 

lindsayfrancis@hotmail.com 
 

General Committee  

Debbie Colbert  ....................................... 4441 5948 
0403 305 948 

colbertd@westnet.com.au 

Kim Goodsell .......................................... 4422 4453 
0488 996 604 

kimgoodsell.kg@gmail.com 

Nikki Hunter ....................................... 0450 077 747 
n.e.hunter@hotmail.com 

Jenny Packwood ................................. 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Richard Woodman  
(Woody) .................................................. 4885 2008 

0412 002 400 
richard.woodman7000@gmail.com 

Won’t you join us? 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast  

General Meeting 

2nd Wednesday of  the month 
starts at 7pm 

Library Annex,  
10 Berry Street, Nowra 

Refreshments provided 

11 March General Meeting 
 

1 April Committee Meeting 
Come & vote for the 2016 Calendar 
8 April General Meeting 
 

6 May Committee Meeting 
13 May General Meeting 

Children's books  
on bandicoots 

Scoot, Scoot Bandicoot! 

Bandicoots were in danger of becoming extinct in 
Western Australia in many areas, because foxes 
and feral cats hunted them. Since the Department 
of Environment and Conservation has started 
programs to get rid of these predators, the 
bandicoot populations have increased. Bandicoots 
now live in many suburbs. Their natural enemies 
are owls, hawks, snakes and large lizards like 
monitors. 

Meet the Scoot, Scoot Bandicoots® 
Bounce and Pounce in 

Where's Our Dad? 
Bounce's Sore Tummy 

The Big Red Bucket 
Pounce's Special Friend 

http://www.bandicoot-books.com/bandicoot_books.html 

P O Box 263, Darlington,  
Western Australia, 6070 

phone/fax number is (618) 9295 1847 
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Killer disease hits Port Stephens koala population  
By MICHAEL McGOWAN  
Feb. 16, 2015, 10:30 p.m. 
http://www.theherald.com.au/story/2887008/killer-disease-hits-port-stephens-koala-population/?cs=391 

A RARE and deadly disease impacting a koala 
population in Port Stephens has been labelled as 
‘‘unusual’’ and ‘‘unexpected’’ by a University of 
Sydney researcher. 

Members of the Hunter Koala Preservation Society 
say that in 2014 there were four recorded cases of 
the disease Cryptococcosis in one area in Soldiers 
Point on the Tomaree Peninsula. 

Cryptococcosis is most common in cats, but can 
also be picked up by koalas, and according to 
Nelson Bay vet Don Hudson is ‘‘usually’’ fatal. Dr 
Hudson has been working on injured and sick 
koalas in Port Stephens for about 20 years, and said 
that while he has ‘‘occasionally’’ seen the disease 
in the animal, 2014 was unique.  

SURVIVOR:  Fran  Gamble,  from  the  Hunter  Koala  Preservation 
Society, with baby Jasmine who survived the disease cryptococcosis. 
Picture: Marina Neil 

“I would say that you’re lucky to see one a year in koalas,’’ he said. ‘‘Four cases could be a coincidence, 
but I’ve certainly never seen a cluster like that.’’ 

The case is so unusual that it has caught the interest of Mark Krockenberger, Associate Professor at the 
Sydney University’s Faculty of Veterinary Science and an expert on the disease. 

Dr Krockenberger said that while four cases of the disease ‘‘doesn’t sound like a lot’’ the situation was 
unusual because they’d all be found in ‘‘a fairly restricted area’’. 

He plans on visiting Port Stephens next month to get a first-hand look at the surrounding area. 

‘‘It is unusual, we usually get sporadic cases of the disease in koalas,’’ he said. 

‘‘In the department here we’ve done post mortems on about 1500 koalas from the entire north coast and 
from that one-and-half, maybe two per cent had Cryptococcosis. 

‘‘This is the first wild group that I’ve thought hang on, maybe we’re looking at a grouping of cases.’’ 

While it’s too early to speculate on what may have caused the grouping, Dr Krockenberger said that stress 
is often a factor in why koalas contract Cryptococcosis. 

‘‘It’s a fungal disease, but the strain of the fungus is found throughout lots of environments along the east 
coast so when wild animals come down with [Cryptococcosis] there’s usually a contributing factor, and 
population stress can be one of those factors,’’ he said. 

That’s alarmed local preservationists who say they fear the disease is being caused by ‘‘habitat 
fragmentation’’. 

Soldiers Point has recently become a flashpoint between pro-development forces and conservationists in 
the Port, after the rescue of two koalas from the site of the $17million retirement village development 
behind Soldiers Point Bowling Club last week. 

‘‘It seems to be happening in an area where we’ve had severe habitat fragmentation and stress on the 
koalas is getting higher,’’ Hunter Koala Preservation Society rescue and care co-ordinator Simone Aurino 
said. 

‘‘It can be fatal and usually is without early intervention so it has the possibility to do severe damage to 
what’s left of the koala population in that area.’’ 

Of the four koalas that contracted the disease, only one survived; an infant nick-named Jasmine by her 
carers. Jasmine’s mother was one of the three that died from the disease. 

After about a year of costly treatment ($200 for less than a month of medication) at the home of carer Fran 
Gamble she’ll be sent to a koala hospital in Port Macquarie in the coming weeks where she’ll be 
‘‘dehumanised’’ before release. 
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Reproduced with permission © Wings in Motion by Salah Baazizi 

The long-necked turtle and the echidna were two best 
friends.  

The echidna had a baby. Turtle and Echidna lived 
together near the billabong. They went hunting and 
shared their food together. One day they ran out of 
food. Echidna told her friend Turtle to look after her 
baby while she went out hunting for food. Turtle 
replied, “Yes, I will look after your baby while you go 
out hunting.”  

So Echidna went out. Turtle stayed to wait with the 
baby. After a long time had passed, Turtle was 
wondering what had happened to her friend Echidna.  

Turtle was getting very hungry. She couldn’t wait for Echidna to return with food from hunting, so she ate 
Echidna’s baby. Then Echidna came back. She gave some of her food to Turtle and asked her, “Where’s my 
baby?” Turtle said, “I’m sorry, but I ate your baby because I was so very hungry.” So Echidna told Turtle, “Wait 
here while I go and get some stones.” But Turtle didn’t wait. She went to get some spear grass.  

Echidna threw the stones at Turtle, and the stones stuck on Turtle’s back. Turtle threw the spear grass at Echidna, 
and the spears stuck on Echidna’s back. And they fought all day. So the stones formed into a hard shell on 
Turtle’s back. The spears formed into spines on Echidna’s back. After that Turtle told Echidna, “I will go and live 
in the billabong and never see you again.” Echidna told Turtle, “And I will go and live in the escarpment 
country, and I’ll never see you again.”  

This is how the long-necked turtle got her hard shell on her back, and the echidna got her spines on her back. 
And this is why the turtle and the echidna live in separate places.  

DREAMTIME 
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Beehive revolution: Honey, just twist the tap 
Scott Hannaford 

Published: February 21, 2015 - 12:15AM 

Extracted from http://www.theage.com.au/act-news/canberra-life/beehive-revolution-honey-just-twist-the-tap-20150220-13igi1.html 

It sounds too good to be true - honey direct from the hive with just the twist of a tap. 

Sick of smoking their bees and dismantling hives to retrieve honey, Cedar Anderson and his father, Stuart, began 
working on a more efficient beehive design a decade ago from their home on the NSW north coast.  

The flow frames at the heart of the design fit inside a standard bee box, but unlike traditional frames contain partially 
formed honeycomb cells that slope down at an angle. In the hive the bees fill the cells and seal the top with wax. 
Once filled, the turn of a handle on the unit splits the cells in half, allowing the honey to flow down the middle and 
out through a pipe at the bottom. Cutaway sections on the outer box allow beekeepers to see when the transparent 
cells are full. 

"I remember Cedar sitting around our kitchen table saying, 'there must be a better way' and I just couldn't imagine it, 
but he kept beavering away and after a while I got intrigued. Soon he started making up little prototypes of what 
might work, and then after many months we realised we were on to something," Stuart Anderson said. 

To raise initial interest ahead of the funding campaign the Andersons put together a promotional video they hoped 
would be seen by a few hundred beekeepers interested in the concept and started circulating it on Facebook. What 
they didn't anticipate was that the video would go viral and become a social media sensation  

"It seems naive now looking back at it, but we really didn't anticipate the response at all. Within an hour or so of it 
going on Facebook 3000 people had viewed the video and we thought, 'gee, that's amazing', but last time I looked it 
had been seen 1.4 million times, which is something I just can't comprehend," Mr Anderson said. 

Owner of Tyagarah Apiaries Australia Michael Howes agreed to test the design and was surprised how quickly the 
bees adapted to it. 

"I put the flow box on one of my hives, the bees took to it straight away. The honey came out clean, no wax. The 
bees just remove the capping and start filling it again," Mr Howes said. 

Mr Anderson said as well as the convenience, one of the other 
major advantages was that the system meant less disturbance for 
the bees, which could stand undisturbed on the surface of the 
cells while the honey was drained out from under their feet. 

"One thing we hadn't realised but that an experienced beekeeper 
pointed out to us is that it's going to mean a lot to people 
keeping bees in an urban situation in their neighbourhood because 
most of the time bees take off and mind their own business, but 
they get upset and sting people when you open them up and 
disturb them. With our design the bees are busy at the front of 
the hive while we drain honey out of the back, making it much 
safer." 

He hoped the hives would also assist beekeepers in the important 
role they played pollinating crops.  

To learn more about Flow™ visit 
http://www.honeyflow.com/ 
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/flow-hive-honey-on-tap-directly-from-your-beehive 

Photos Cedar Anderson & Stuart Anderson 
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Life On The Reef 
DVD  
$29.99  
Pre-order now! Available 25/03/2015.  
https://shop.abc.net.au/products/life-on-the-reef-dvd 
 
From the producer of Kakadu comes this three-part blue chip natural history 
series on our greatest natural wonder - the Great Barrier Reef. But for how 
long we will be able to celebrate this amazing natural structure is now a 
matter of urgent discussion.  
 
Life on the Reef is a contemporary observational series propelled by 
engaging characters, captivating nature and epic visuals. The landmark 
series allows the audience to be present as the seasons change; animal 
behaviour adapts; and our cast of characters within the marine park swing 
into action as they respond to each new challenge. Over twelve months, Life 
on the Reef follows park rangers, traditional owners, coast guard, scientists, 
fishermen and residents in the largest world heritage area on Earth - a place 
where man meets wild and nature calls the shots. 

DVD  
$29.99  
https://shop.abc.net.au/products/conquest-of-the-skies-dvd 
 
David Attenborough's Conquest Of The Skies, the latest landmark series 
from David Attenborough tells the story of the intricate engineering behind 
nature's greatest aeronauts. From the double BAFTA award-winning team 
behind Natural History Museum Alive and Flying Monsters, Conquest Of 
The Skies will reveal the dazzling world of flight as never before. David 
analyses gliding reptiles, parachuting mammals, acrobatic insects and the 
exquisite and intricate aerial world of birds on location at a number of 
locations all over the world including China, Rome, Scotland, Ecuador and 
Borneo.  
 
Britain's best-loved broadcaster will explore this dazzling world, 
combining new high-speed filming techniques to tell the evolutionary story 
of flight from the very first insects to the incredible array of creatures 
which rule the skies today. 

David Attenborough’s Conquest Of The Skies  

DVD  
Normally $29.99 but on sale until 31 March, 2015 for $19.99!  
Ready To Deliver 

h ps://shop.abc.net.au/products/rise‐of‐animals‐dvd‐a enborou 

The evolution of the vertebrates, animals with backbones, is one of the 
greatest stories in natural history. From crocodiles and whales to tigers, birds 
and humans, their kind is extraordinary for their beauty, variety and 
adaptability. For millennia, they have developed astonishing ways of living in 
all the world?s environments. David Attenborough, who has a unique 
perspective on them all, embarks on a remarkable journey of discovery. Now 
new scientific discoveries and living fossils, animals with biological links to 
their ancestral past, enable him to tell the fascinating story of how animals 
have come to be the way they are today. 

David Attenborough's Rise of Animals 

https://shop.abc.net.au/products/rise-of-animals-dvd-attenborou
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Threatened species listing criteria 
The Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 lists threatened species, populations and ecological communities in Schedules 1, 
1A and 2. These schedules list threatened species, populations and ecological communities in one of the following categories, 
depending on the level of threat they face: 

Species presumed extinct 

Critically endangered 

Endangered 

Vulnerable 
Species and ecological communities are eligible to be included in the vulnerable category if: 
 they are facing a high risk of extinction in NSW in the medium-term future, as determined by the criteria prescribed in the 

regulations  
 they are not eligible to be listed as an endangered or critically endangered species or ecological community. 

Key threatening processes 

A threatening process is listed as a key threatening process if: 
 it adversely affects threatened species, populations or ecological communities, or  
 it could cause species, populations or ecological communities that are not threatened to become threatened. 

Gang-gang Cockatoos 

The Gang-gang is the faunal emblem of the ACT and is listed as a vulnerable species in NSW, threatened by habitat loss 
because they lose their feeding habitat and breeding hollows. This species is also susceptible to psittacine circovirus disease 
which causes feather loss and beak abnormalities. In combination these factors present a serious threat to the Gang-gang 
Cockatoo. 

Did You Know? 

Gang-gang Cockatoos 

 often return to the same nesting tree each year 

 have a call that sound like a creaking gate, or a cork being pulled from a bottle 

 probably look similar to early, primitive cockatoos 

and that 

 Wildlife smuggling is ranked third globally behind the illegal trade in drugs and weapons.  

 that smuggled birds from Australia have been exchanged in Bangkok for heroin to be sent back to Australia.  

 Australia's birds and reptiles coveted by overseas collectors, who can increasingly arrange to smuggle to order since the 
advent of the internet.  

 Birds ranging from the endangered Red-tailed black, Gang-gang and Major Mitchell cockatoos to the more common 
Galahs, Lorikeets and Corellas will net prices of up to 60 times their worth here if taken out of the country.  

 Australia's unique reptiles are also big business and routinely stolen from the wild and sent overseas either via couriers on 
passenger flights or through the mail.  

 It's a two-way traffic. Exotic reptile and bird species are also smuggled in and illegally traded among some of Australia's 
bird and reptile enthusiasts who have taken their hobby to a criminal level.  

WRSC Member Photos L to R: © Lyn Obern, Nick Gibson and Peggy McDonald 
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Wombeyan Caves festival - Parks Week 2015 
Celebrate 150 years of Australia's oldest nature reserve with exclusive cave and camping packages  
Help us celebrate 150 years of conservation at Wombeyan Karst Conservation Reserve during Parks Week. 
Explore the spectacular underground world of Wombeyan Caves by candlelight, or let the kids discover the 
wonders of this unique karst environment during the day. Take advantage of our exclusive cave 
experiences, including: 

Candelit cave tours, exclusive to Parks
Week celebrations
Discounted tours of the impressive
Wollondilly Cave, Junction Cave and self-
guided Figtree Cave
Stay the weekend and check out our special
camping and cave packages, or come for the
day and save with our cave-only packages.
On Saturday 14 March, join us at the free
Blind Valley concert for some live music,
display stalls, and NSW National Parks
ranger-guided activities. There'll be plenty
of fun for the kids - bring a picnic or enjoy
the local food on offer.

When: Friday 13 March to Sunday 15 March 2015, 5pm to 5pm 
Where: Wombeyan Caves KCR.  
Presented by: NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service 
Grading: Easy. Suitable for all ages. Minimum age for candlelit cave tours is 8 years. 
Price: Various Camping and caves packages available 
Wheelchair access: Difficult. Caves are not wheelchair-accessible. 
Bookings: Bookings required. Phone 13000 PARKS (1300 072 757)  

Three Day 'Girraween Experience' Photography Workshop  

17th to 19th of April 2015 
Join Mark and I for an autumn treat in Girraween National Park, in Queensland's Granite Belt 
country. Landscape, macro and bird photography techniques will be explained, as well as tuition 
on composition, lighting, best camera settings and much more. The sky is crystal clear at night in 
this part of the country, so we'll take advantage and show you how to create amazing star trail 
images. 

Photography tuition subjects will include: 
 Wildflowers and other macro subjects 
 Landscapes 
 Depth of Field (DOF), 
 Aperture/Shutter 
 Speeds 
 Metering and Exposure 
 Compensation 
 Lighting – Natural/Reflectors/Diffusers/Flash etc 
 Focal Points and Focus Styles (e.g. AI servo etc) 
 Tripods/remotes/mirror lock-up/Live View 
 Composition 

For further details on any of our workshops or if you have any other 
questions, please phone Michael on 0408 941 965 or Mark on 0459 
221 678.Alternatively,you can email  
admin@trekaboutphotography.com 
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Kangaroo Valley Show 13 & 14 February 2015 

The show was very busy both days. The Wildlife Rescue South 
Coast stall looked great and had a huge crowd around it for 
most of the time, mainly due to the wonderful display of snakes 
by Ian Usher and Lindsay Francis, who worked tirelessly both 
days.  

WRSC new member Gary Matthews arrived to set up Friday 
morning and never went home. Two other new members, 
Natalie Mylius and Vikki Dooper, also joined Gary in making 
the WRSC stall an outstanding success. 

Julia Johnston and Ken Stewart assisted on Saturday, Ken 
worked hard in selling all the calendars we had. Paul Obern and 
new member Jo Matthews helped set up the stall and then with 
another new member Christine Rolff worked the stall sales.  

The kangaroo shaped painting of a Goanna climbing a tree was 
used to draw in people to the stall, and was painted by Lyn 
Obern for the Kangaroo Valley Tourist Association for local 
displays and functions. It is now on display in the Shoalhaven 
City Council foyer with other pieces to promote Kangaroo 
Valley artists. 

We raised just under $400 total during the show, through sales 
and donations. A great Wildlife Rescue South Coast presence 
for Kangaroo Valley, and a great turn out by our new members 
as well as all the long standing ones! 

 to Lindsay for coming over so quickly and catching the snake at 
our place on a Saturday evening. He was really great and we 
really appreciated it.  

Made a donation to say thank you.'  
Stacey  

28 February 2015 

'Thank you so very much… 

Photos © WRSC Lyn Obern 
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Then come along to vote for your favourite photo 
at the April 8 General meeting  

 WRSC Terms and Conditions for their 2016 Calendar: 
 Entry is open to all members of Wildlife Rescue South Coast 

 All entries become the property of Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc to be used for publicity, education and fundraising purposes 

 The competition concludes on Sunday 15 March 2015 at 23:59 (AEDT). 

 To enter participants must send images of wildlife found within the WRSC NPWS licenced area. These must be at least 1MB or 
more, of a good resolution (able to be printed to an A4 size) and sent as a JPEG file.  

 Photos are not to have been ‘photoshopped’ or artificially modified.  

 Participants can enter as many wildlife images as they like 

 Entries can be emailed to info@wildlife-rescue.org.au. Compressed or reduced size images will be accepted provided a full size file 
follows by mail 

 Please name or label your entries completely: preferred standard is to name the photo jpeg picture with your name followed by ani-
mal name to insure that information travels easily with the image eg: joevanswallaroo.jpg. If you cannot manage that then please 
ensure information is correctly conveyed with the photos.  

 CDs and USB Memory sticks can be posted to: 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast 

PO Box 666 NOWRA NSW 2541 

 The entries will be judged initially by the WRSC Committee on 1 April 2015 

 Members will vote on the final entries at the WRSC General Meeting held 8 April 2015 

 The WRSC Calendar editorial team reserves the right to consider suitable replacement images if there are any print reproduction 
issues 

NB: Flash photography reduces the file size, change your camera setting from basic to fine to increase the resolution quality  

The time has come ~ the 2016 calendar competition closes soon 
Send your photos to  

info@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
by 23.59pm Sunday 15 March 

Your photo could end up joining the stars below on the  
Wildlife Rescue South Coast website or  

be the 2016 calendar cover and/or a monthly page 
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