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Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc  
PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541 

NPWS Licence No: MWL000100253  |  ABN 49 616 307 526   
 E: info@wildlife-rescue.org.au  |  W: www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 

0418 427 214 Wollongong to Batemans Bay | 0417 238 921 Mogo to Victorian Border 

Thank you 
for helping us 

help Wildlife like young Eastern Grey ‘Layla’.  

‘Layla’ © WRSC  Gavin Swan 
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Email addresses……. 
committee@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
fsc@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
info@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
membership@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
newsletter@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
payments@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
president@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
secretary@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
treasurer@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

Donations can be made to……. 

BSB 641 800 
Account 200469788 

Name Wildlife Rescue Fund 
or 

PayPal & credit card via the website 
* $2 or more are tax deductible 

Facebook page…….. 
www.facebook.com/Wildlife.Rescue.SC 

Website…….. 
www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 

 

Above: Nowra Library Meeting Room from Egans Lane Car Park 

Put the 2nd Wednesday of every month  

into your calendar for  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc.  

General Meetings 
9 March 

13 April 

11 May 

8 June 

7pm start with refreshments provided 

Nowra Library Meeting Room just off Berry Street 

(around the corner from the Library’s main entrance) 

Plenty of parking between the Library and Woolworths. 

A special ‘Thank you’……. 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast at the first 2016 general meeting showed its appreciation for the fundraising efforts of a 
young local lad. Wyatt was inspired by a crimson rosella to start raising funds for wildlife and is pictured above with his 
certificate and family after the presentation. Photo © WRSC Debbie Colbert 
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Cover girl Layla’s story ( Part 1) 
Rescue and photos © WRSC Gavin Swan  

Rehabilitation by WRSC Cherryl and Zoe Swan  

It is that early morning phone call you always dread. Not because you have just been woken up, but because you suspect you already 
know what it is about - another kangaroo hit by a car! 

Sunday 10th January was one of those mornings. A call came in from the Wildlife Rescue South Coast (WRSC) hotline at 6am that 
there was a kangaroo lying on the side of a road in my area. What made this morning even worse for me when I arrived at the scene 
moments later, was that I’d seen this big healthy female many times before grazing with her joey at foot during my daily travels.  

Jan and Gavin from WRSC were also on the scene as it was just a few doors from where they live and their help that morning was 
very much appreciated. The injuries sustained to the kangaroo from the impact of the car were so severe a prompt decision was 
made on the spot to end her suffering. 

Next step was the question that was on everyone's mind — just how big was the joey in her pouch? We knew from the bulge the hit 
adult kangaroo had a little joey, and it was a mixed sigh of relief that came over me when Jan called out the words “It’s viable!” I 
grabbed some pouches from the car and we proceeded to extract the little one, a little girl with eyes open but not furred yet.  

Arriving home 30 minutes later, I put the joey on the scales and she weighed just 835 grams. My wife 
Cherryl was still in bed so I handed her the little bundle with the words “little pinky roo...girl...keep her 
warm”. I was then questioned on who was going to raise her? My silence was all that was needed to answer 
that question. Cherryl has raised a lot of joey kangaroos, and even 6 at one time, but never one this small 
so for her it was going to be a new challenge. The same basic principles apply with raising furless kangaroo 
joeys as with furless joey possums which Cherryl has been very successful with, plus Kim the WRSC 
Macropod Co-ordinator had full confidence in her. 

We named this tiny female kangaroo ‘Layla’ and the task of raising another orphan began. Starting off with 
bottle feeds every 3 hours around the clock, then to every 4 hours and Layla is now down to 5 feeds per day 
which means Cherryl can have a little bit more sleep. Our daughter Zoe has also played a vital role in 
raising Layla by doing the 6pm feed as Cherryl is at work. Layla is progressing really well and has more than 
doubled in weight and now has velvet fur. As she progresses further, Layla’s feeds per day will reduce even 
more as the milk volume increases. 

The whole time Layla has been in our care I keep thinking this could have been prevented if people just obeyed the road rules as 
well as scanning for wildlife whilst driving. Layla’s mother was hit by a car in a 50kmph zone in a known kangaroo area. The skid 
marks left on the road measured 16 meters long where Layla’s mother was hit. After a discussion with a member of the Police 
Highway Patrol who was very helpful with information, it was confirmed that the driver who hit Layla’s mother was speeding at the 
time. Those skid marks still remain on the road today and haunt me every time I see them. A beautiful healthy kangaroo that didn’t 
have to die on our roads, her juvenile offspring that now has to make it on their own without any more guidance, and Layla, a baby 
kangaroo now in a totally strange environment that will never truly know the love, or have the proper care that only her real mother 
could have given.  

Raising young joey kangaroos is a wonderful & rewarding experience, but I’d like to imagine a perfect world where they didn’t have 
to come into care due to human impact.  

Layla 10 January 2016 

Below: The skid marks of the vehicle that hit Layla and her Mum 

Above: Layla in WRSC care, 27 February 2016 
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So Sorry…. Wildlife Rescue South Coast was informed on Monday 29 February that Hennie Mullard 
has passed away. Hennie was a member of Native Animal Network Association (NANA 
now WRSC) for many years and moved from Wolumla, Far South Coast NSW to the QLD 
Gold Coast in December 2015 as husband Wal’s health was declining due to dementia. 
Upon arrival in the Gold Coast Hennie was diagnosed with lung cancer and went downhill 
so rapidly that her family and friends were in shock. Our thoughts are with all. 

Hennie (pictured left) and Wal were animal lovers as the below testimonials prove. 

26 May 2004: Native Animal Network Association (NANA), a wildlife group operating in 
the area, found Sandy a baby long - nosed potoroo a temporary home with long-time 
NANA members Henny and Wal Mullard of Wolumla. 
“Henny and Wal were only too pleased to take Sandy and spend many late nights 
feeding her, and learning about the potoroo’s habits,” he said. “It is not an easy task to 
take on as there is little or no information about raising potoroos - so commonsense is 
the key. 
“She was only allowed to drink one millilitre of mixture so as not to upset her tummy. But 
once Sandy was drinking without any trouble she was put onto 1.5 millilitres every three 
hours, six times a day. So you can see that Henny and Wal would not be getting a lot of 
sleep.” 
The next step was to find a place for Sandy to spend the rest of her life in safety, as she 
would not survive if released back into the wild. 
Mrs Mullard contacted the Taronga Zoo and was pleased to find out that the zoo had a 
breeding program for the long-nosed potoroo and the necessary steps have been taken 
to secure a place for little Sandy. 
Extract from http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/archive/news-releases/forests/2004/potoroo_baby 

Hennie says: November 13, 2012 at 1:28 pm  
Hi Chet, my husband and I have been wildlife carers for 17 years ever since we retired, 
baby kangaroos wallabies and possums are our specialty. So rewarding when fur less 
babies come in and we are able to raise them until they can be released back into the 
wild, needless to say I always spend a few tears when they go, but there are always 
others to replace them. Now that we have reached the age of 82 and 80 we have to start 
to slow down a bit, which is very hard to do. So we replaced 2 old dogs we lost due to 
illness and old age, with another 2 dogs, they give us so much pleasure and love. I wish 
I could put some of my animal pictures on here, you would enjoy them. Anyway I have 
taken enough of your time, many thanks for all the information about raising puppies, 
has been a great help.  
Kind regards, Wal and Hennie Mullard in Australia. -  
http://www.thedogtrainingsecret.com/blog/save-life/#sthash.aEwJh842.dpuf 

February 2016  

Recently, a number of our local Gang-gang Cockatoos have been injured 
while feeding on hawthorn berries alongside the road. We're asking that 
you take special care while out and about (especially at this time of year) 
and if you do come across an injured bird, please contact Wildlife Rescue 
South Coast Inc on 0418 427 214 or WIRES on 1300 094 737. 

The Gang-gang Cockatoo is a small, stocky cockatoo with a wispy crest, 
large, broad wings and a short tail. Adult males have a distinctive scarlet 
red head while females have a dark grey head and crest. A special thanks 
to Mark Kelly for these cute photos! 

For more information on what to do if you come across an injured bird 
visit www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/birds  
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The mate was trying to chew through the rope when it caught the attention of a passerby, who called a 
Moruya vet. 

The rescue mission to free the entangled bird involved Moruya SES, Fire and Rescue and a Wildlife 
Rescue South Coast volunteer and lasted more than an hour. “We had to trim branches to free the bird,” 
SES unit controller Jeff McMahon said. 

Wildlife rescue volunteer Vanessa Place is now caring for Sesy the corella, nicknamed after its rescuers, the 
SES, and said it was doing well. “It is doing alright; it has got a fractured leg and, from where it was 
hanging, it has some skin and, probably, nerve damage as well,” Ms Place said.  

“The Moruya Veterinary Hospital put its leg in a cast. It is trying to move but the cast is heavy and so it is 
having a bit of trouble. The bird has a good chance (of survival). The break should heal well, but it is just 
about what other damage was done and whether it has good movement when it gets the break fixed. It will 
be a slow process.” 

Ms Place expected Sesy to be in care for a few months. “We will release it back near the river because 
there is a big flock there,” she said.  “There was a bird sitting with it that was trying to chew the 
rope.  There were other birds in the tree too, some of which were feeding their young. They knew it was in 
trouble, but they have a limited ability to help.” It is not clear if the adult bird is a male or a female.   

Ms Place thanked the SES and Fire and Rescue crews that assisted in the rescue.  

“It seems funny because it is a very common bird and some people hate them because of the noise and 
damage they can do, but it wasn’t fair to leave it hanging there,” she said. “It would have been a very slow 
and painful death. I am glad they were able to help.” 

http://www.batemansbaypost.com.au/story/3706037/mission-to-rescue-sesy-the-corella/  

Mission to rescue Sesy the corella  
By Emily Barton 

Feb. 4, 2016, 8:42 a.m  

SAFE NOW: Vanessa Place, of Moruya, is caring 
for a corella, nicknamed Sesy, which broke its leg 
while caught in a tree in Moruya. The mission to 
rescue the bird involved the SES, Fire and Rescue 
and a wildlife rescue group. 

The gallant efforts of a corella to free its mate, 
which was entangled in a rope and caught in a tree 
on the bank of the Moruya River, inspired a 
serious rescue effort on Monday. 

Carers: 157 
Rescuers: 216 

Total Members: 300 

Bevan Badcott Surf beach 
Celeste Couke Mt Murry 

Jasper Fearnley Mt Murry 

Lisa Enever Horsley 
Frog © WRSC RA 
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Wildlife Rescue South Coast presented a talk at 
the Burrawang School of Arts  
on Saturday 6 February 2016. 

Review & photos © WRSC Cathy Joukador 

Ian, Lindsay, Woody, Sam and Cathy were 
there to talk to the residents and answer lots 
of questions. After the talk, the snakes came 
out to say hello. Everyone was very interested 
in seeing them and as always it's great to see 
people who were previously worried about 
reptiles coming up to see them. A delicious 
morning tea was served for all who were there. 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast was seen at….  
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A Matter of Light 
Photographer 

DVDs you may be interested in…. 

Some correspondence…. 
Sharon to Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc 
February 12 at 11:20pm · Shoalhaven (C) ·  

Trista you are a LEGEND.. Thank you SO much for 
removing the Red Belly Black Snake from my front 
yard today.. After it went hiding in my Strawberries for 
like 1/2 an hour, Finally found it & removed it. Around 
2tr long - Adult.. SCARY… 

February 13 at 9.11pm  

Thank you! Trista caught the 
snake - juvenile red belly 
black snake - in no time at all. 
A job well done.  

Rose and Bruce   
Tomerong 

Left: Trista at the WRSC 
Venomous Snake Handling 
Course November 2014 
© WRSC Gavin Swan  

Splendour of Australia Birds 
From the archives of esteemed 
wildlife filmmaker, Bettina 
Dalton and the Absolutely Wild 
Visuals collection comes the 
definitive collection of Australian 
Birdlife, shot on various locations 
around the country and featuring 
some never before seen footage of 
common, exotic, endangered and 
even extinct species of Australian 
birds.  

 
In addition, this collection includes footage from the 
renowned Densey Clyne Collection, as well as a 
beautiful montage of bird footage set to music, created 
especially for this superb collection. 
 
https://shop.abc.net.au/products/splendour-of-australia-birds 
 

PAL Format - Region 4 DVD  
(for use on Australian DVD players) 

 

Thank you…. 
Heritage Bakery Milton for their 

monthly ‘Community Matters’ 
charity donation scheme 

and 

All those people who used their 
token to vote for Wildlife Rescue 
South Coast throughout February 

A facebook page that may interest… 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/A-Matter-of-light/ 

VOLUNTEERS ARE 
NEEDED 

26 March (Easter Saturday),  
9 & 23 April  

to help operate the  
Nowra Speedway canteen.  

Hours are 3.30pm until 9.30pm with various duties 
including preparing food, selling and operating the 
BBQ. These evenings could potentially bring in a lot 
of funds for our wildlife as the profits from the 
canteen go to WRSC.  

Saturday 23 April is the ANZAC long weekend, also 
the last night of the season so promises to be a big 
event.  

Please contact Jenny Packwood 0418 497 345  
or  

Cathy Joukador 0416 062 449  
if you can help out on any or all nights. 
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Some coordination changes…. 
Rhonda Parker has resigned as Birds East Co-ordinator and Small Mammals & Echidna Co-ordinator and we 
thank her for the great service she provided in these roles. These positions will now be covered as  follows: 

 Birds East covering Nowra, Worrigee, Culburra, Greenwell Point etc. This will now be included in Nikki 
Hunter’s area. 

 Small Mammals & Echidnas – Debbie Colbert has been appointed as Co-ordinator. 

Threatened Species  

  Every Species Co-ordinator is now to record if the animal is a threatened species by including the letter ‘T’ 
as the third letter in the ID number i.e. after the Co-ordinator’s initials. 
e.g. Possums/Gliders: A Pygmy possum comes into care then it’s ID number will be DCT123456.  

It is more relevant for the Species Co-ordinator to identify if the animal is a threatened species and then 
to undertake or supervise the required special care and recording requirements. Queries about 
identification of a threatened species, please contact Nikki Hunter, Jenny Packwood or Debbie Colbert. 

Wombats  

 Shirley Lack is the northern coastal strip Co-ordinator from southern Wollongong down to Batemans 
Bay  

 Marie Wynan continues as the Far South Coast area Co-ordinator from Batemans Bay down to the 
Victorian Border. 

 Lyn Obern is the new Kangaroo Valley and Southern Highlands Co-ordinator. 

This left an area classed as Southern Tablelands broadly centering on Goulburn and including Wombeyan 
Caves, Taralga, south east of Crookwell, Gunning, Collector, Bungendore, Braidwood, and to the west of 
Morton National Park. This is a very large area and the WRSC NPWS licensed area has boundaries with 
Wildcare Queanbeyan and shares parts with NARG as well as various WIRES groups.  

 Dianna Bissett has been appointed the new Southern Tablelands Wombat Co-ordinator. Dianna has 
vast experience with wombats and is well positioned to take on this role. 

The WRSC Committee ~ February 2016 

Thank you…. 
This month we wish to thank the individual people who have donated money to Wildlife Rescue South 
Coast. Without you our organisation would not function. Your generous donations help us to care for 
large numbers of our precious native animals. Caring for endangered baby flying foxes, vulnerable yellow-
bellied gliders or wedge tail eagles, purchasing materials to make a possum a new home, or medications 
and vet visits to treat the myriad of diseases and accidents our native animals suffer: every cent you 
donate helps to care for them. On behalf of Wildlife Rescue South Coast and our wildlife we thank you all. 
Vikki Dooper Treasurer 

Individual Donors to January 2016: 

Adams, E. 
Allport, N. 
Amesbury, L. 
Anderson, K. 
Barkell, J.J. 
Barnaby, M. 
Barnaby, P. 
Bellette, L. 
Body, D. 
Boisne, D. 
Brazda, T. 
Brennon, K. 
Bristow, K. 
Buck, P. 
Calabrese, A. 
Campbell, M. 
Charleston, M. 
Cherry, A. 
Churches, M. 
Clague, D. 

Colbert, D. 
Couleur, J. 
Cox, A. 
Cross, B. 
Dalli, G. 
Daly, K. 
Davidson, M. 
Davies, J. 
Dean, D. 
Dickson, D. 
Duff, K. 
Dupond, L. 
East, E. 
Elias, T. 
Erwin, C. 
Eyre, E 
Flack, R. 
Fok, C. 
Freudmann, A. 
Frost, V. 

Galan, S. 
Gerstl, A. 
Gordon, C. 
Hallewell, K. 
Hanke, N. 
Harstorff, K. 
Healey, E. 
Higgins, A. 
Hinkle, C. 
Holowko, K. 
Hunter, N. 
Jenner, D. 
Ketteringham, S. 
Khen, B. 
Kim, J 
Lawrence , A. 
Liston, J. 
McFarlane, W. 
McGovern, P. 
McKay, L. 

Mills, J. 
Moore, L. 
Newman, K. 
Nixon, M. 
O'Connell, M. 
Ogilvie, N. 
Oliveira, B. 
Ondinea, D. 
Parody, J. 
Perotta, A. 
Piels, A. 
Pilt, P. 
Place, V 
Pleckaukas, R. 
Pope, L. 
Potts, R. 
Poynter, L. 
Pym, G. 
Rathsam, I. 
Rix, T. 

Roberts, J. 
Rose, M. 
Schweth, K. 
Shepherd, M. 
Smith, A. 
Spendley, T. & P. 
Stalker, T. 
Stapleton, S. 
Stewart, S. 
Stone, A. 
Stuart, M. & S. 
Swan, C. 
Vine, K. 
Wade, A. 
Wilkinson, J. 
Williams, M. 
Wilson, H. 

If you have made a donation to Wildlife Rescue South Coast and have not received your tax deductable receipt or 
your name has not been included in the list and you wish it to be included please contact us at:  

treasurer@wildlife-rescue.org.au  
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Many thanks to the great team work from Richard ‘Woody’ Woodman and Gary Matthews, who kicked off on Friday 
morning, and to Jo Matthews, Mark Cole, Vicki Dooper, Paul Obern and Natalie Mylius, who worked tirelessly both days, 
with particular thanks to Gary Matthews, who was present almost the whole 2 days. 

A great presence for WRSC and the local team, with more recognition as each show is represented, and of our coverage of 
Kangaroo valley and the Highland areas. 

We gained a few interested parties for membership, which will be followed up after Easter as requested. 

It is hoped that by next year we will have signage for WRSC on the gazebo, and replenished  merchandise, appropriate to 
wildlife to sell, which will assist in a better result regarding WRSC presence in the area and in donations. 

The Kangaroo Valley Show held on 12th and 13th 
February, was a big success all round. This year, the 
Friday events, usually less people, was as popular as the 
weekend, with more people walking about, stopping to 
ask questions and advice being given out relating to 
wildlife at the WRSC stall. Unfortunately we were at a 
disadvantage this year, as we were minus the snakes and 
ladders team, who had to drop out last minute, which 
was disappointing, as this is always a very popular 
educational draw card for the stall, pulling in crowds 
that make it easier to raise donations for the group. 
However, we raised funds regardless, through selling 
merchandise on the stall, and a few passers by just 
dropping money into the box. The weather held, in fact 
Saturday was too hot! We had a great pitch, which had 
a cool breeze rushing through which helped the team 
survive the days heat. 

Left: The Wildlife Rescue South Coast 
stall at the Cobargo Show. They respond 
to injured animals and other wildlife 
issues, so contact them on 0417 238 921. 
They also need volunteers of all kinds to 
assist with not only wildlife but also 
fundraising and administration.  

The Cobargo Show  
13 & 14 February 2016 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast was seen at….  

KV Show Review WRSC Lyn Obern 

Thank you to all who bought the  
Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc 

CALENDARCALENDAR  
and those who helped sell and restock the 

calendar throughout the WRSC licensed area. 

Some correspondence…. 
Hi, I was speaking to some lovely ladies at the Cobargo show about becoming a member and getting involved in emergency 
care of wildlife in the area - please let me know what I need to do to become a member  - Vanessa, 12 February 2016 

For the latest  membership application form to become a WRSC member please visit our ‘Become a Volunteer’ page:  
http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/become-a-volunteer.html  
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Baby Blue Tongues 
WRSC Reptile Carer Ian Usher 

Photo left: 11 grams on 30 January 2016. Photo right: 26 grams when released on 17 February 2016 

Australian Seabird Rescue volunteers treat injured pelican  
By Dayle Latham 

Feb. 16, 2016, 10:21 a.m. 
http://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/3730658/injured-pelican-highlights-need-for-more-volunteers-video/?cs=203 

A DISTRESSED pelican with an infection in its wing and an infestation of lice in its mouth has been 
transported from where it was found in Burrill Lake to be rehabilitated in Wollongong. 

The female juvenile bird is one of many pelicans Australian Seabird Rescue volunteers discover 
injured every year. 

ASR South Coast Branch has been in place since 2005 and since that time some 1250 pelicans alone have 
been rescued, plus hundreds of other sea and shorebirds. 

The infection in the bird’s wing had been caused by a hook and line. 

“The bird is now in care and will make a full recovery,” ASR South Coast branch co-ordinator Kirsten Hort 
said. 

“If not found when we did she would have died of a major infection as she was sick and not eating 
or drinking normally.” 

Volunteers found the bird during a recent series of 
field trips between Sussex Inlet, Batemans Bay, 
Tuross Heads, Narooma and Eden last week. 

Their aim was to meet with members, make 
active patrols at hot spots and promote the 
agency’s work. 

“The Sussex Inlet area in particular is a huge hot 
spot due to the level of fishing and holidaying 
activity and we do not have any members in that 
area,” Ms Hort said.   

 “We want to encourage more locals to join ASR 
to support our endeavour to reduce the human 
impact on our marine wildlife.” 

Email Kirsten Hort on horty@exemail.com.au to 
register your interest. 

The ASR hotline is 0431 282 238 for people 
identifying a sick or injured sea or shorebird. 

Australian Seabird Rescue South Coast member 
Rowena Harris with the female pelican rescued from 
Burrill Lake. Photo: Kirsten Hort 
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Dot and the Kangaroo 
by 

Ethel C Pedley 

 
The original illustrations  

were by  
Frank Mahony 
and it was first  

Published  
in 1899 

 
 
 

To the 
children of Australia 

in the hope of enlisting their sympathies 
for the many beautiful, amiable,  

and frolicsome creatures  
of their fair land, 
whose extinction,  

through ruthless destruction, 
is being surely accomplished 

Parks Week 2016 
( 5 T H - 1 3 T H  M A R C H )  

Parks play a vital role in creating livable cities and thriving 
communities. They are our most frequented spaces for recreational 
activities and provide opportunities for tourism, conservation and the 
social interaction that is vital for a connected and resilient population. 

That's why the New Zealand Recreation Association and Parks and 
Leisure Australia have teamed up to help organise Parks Week 5th - 13th 
March, 2016. Promoting the many benefits our parks and open spaces 
provide, Parks Week will see councils and other organisations on both 
sides of the Tasman running engaging events to raise awareness on the 
value of parks and open spaces, and to get people out of their living 
rooms and enjoying the outdoors. 

A book you may be interested in…. 

Visit our refreshed ‘Please Donate’ website page, we 
have tried to make it even easier for you to help wildlife! 
By cheque, money order, direct transfer or PayPal. You 
do not need a PayPal account as you can use your credit 
or debit card in a secure and trusted site. Donations of 
$2 or more are tax deductible. 
Located under the ‘Home’ tab:  

http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/please-donate.html 

Please Donate ….  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc.  
thank Kangaroo Valley 

Fudge House and Ice Creamery  
for being one of our  

2016 calendar sponsors 

Famous fudge -hand made the old 
fashioned way!  

Fresh fudge, brittle and coconut ice 
cooked on premises! 

OPEN THU – SUN 10am – 4.30pm 
Shop 1, 162 Moss Vale Road,  

Kangaroo Valley 
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Come and say ‘hi’ to us in 2016…. 

20 March 2016 
8am to 12.30pm 

Merimbula Seaside Market  
and Fair  

Ford Park, Merimbula 
This new market stall is being run by WRSC Mia 

Third Sunday of every month 

12 March 2016 
8am to 1pm 

Bowral Public School Markets 
Boolwey Street, Bowral 

Kerstin and Woody are there every 

2nd Saturday of each month 

27 March 2016 
8.30am to 12.30pm 

Bermagui Hand & Homemade Market  
Dickson Park, Bermagui 

Say ‘hi’ to new WRSC members Leah and Mike 
Last Sunday of every month 

Nowra Speedway canteen  
Saturday 12 & 26 March 2016 

from 3.30pm to 9.30pm 

26 March 2016 
Burrawang Easter Market 

Burrawang Village 
Every Easter Saturday 

Nowra Speedway canteen  
Saturday 9 & 23 April 2016 

from 3.30pm to 9.30pm 
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Marine plastic pollution senate inquiry targets Australian ocean pollution  
By Lucy Cormack 

Feb. 20, 2016, 3:30 p.m. 
http://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/3739704/the-ugly-truth-of-our-problem-with-marine-plastic-pollution/?cs=12 

One bird was found with 274 pieces of plastic in its stomach, making up 14 per cent of its body weight, the equivalent to a 
human carrying a pillowcase full of plastic. Environmental groups and scientists across the country will call for immediate action 
on plastic bags, bottles and microplastics that make up the 34.9 billion pieces of visible plastic in Australian waters, when they 
front a senate inquiry into marine plastic pollution on Thursday. 

The inquiry was called for by Tasmanian Greens Senator Peter Whish-Wilson last year, when he declared Australia's oceans had 
turned into a “plastic soup”. I'd like to see a fully co-ordinated national plan where the government shows leadership on investing 
in research and monitoring the collection of information, this was supposed to happen in 2009," he said. 

An autopsy of a dead flesh-footed shearwater on Lord Howe Island shows hundred of pieces of plastic in its stomach.  
Photo: Ian Hutton 

"I'll be looking to how much funding we have committed to research. There's been a big global spike in studies done, but 
Australia has contributed almost nothing." CSIRO, Total Environment Centre, Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, Clean 
Up Australia and local councils are among some of the groups that made submissions ahead of the inquiry. Environmental 
groups project that with effective intervention, Australia's marine plastic pollution input could be reduced by more than 50 per 
cent within a three- to five-year window. 

"Underpinning the community's frustration is the continued role of the Commonwealth, whose track record addressing our 
priority waste problems is littered with failure and a disturbing trend to misrepresent the scope of the problem." The Boomerang 
Alliance, along with groups like the Total Environment Centre, will use Thursday's inquiry to call for a container deposit 
scheme, a ban on single-use plastic shopping bags and microbeads in laundry and cosmetic products, and continued enforcement 
of existing regulations. 

The hope is that some of these initiatives are not far away. 

Container deposit schemes are being actively investigated in Queensland and NSW, where Premier Mike Baird made an election 
promise to have a scheme in place by July 1, 2017. Groups such as Clean Up Australia have long campaigned for plastic bags to 
be banned "forever," and in March last year hopes were buoyed when federal Environment Minister Greg Hunt said he was 
prepared to use the "bully pulpit" of government to "get rid of" plastic bags. 

Government sponsored studies have reported that between 8712 and 11,937 tonnes of litter enter Australia's marine environment 
each year, in addition to 6000 tonnes of waste related to fishing and other types of maritime activities. However, the Boomerang 
Alliance said figures like this "badly underestimate" the problem. 

"Conservatively, we can identify at least 56,000 tonnes of plastic entering our environment every year, [including] beverage 
litter, tyre dust, synthetic fibres, production waste, microbeads and plastic bags," Boomerang Alliance national policy director 
Dave West said. 

Dr Jennifer Lavers is a research fellow at the Institute of Marine and Antarctic Studies, University of Tasmania, and one of the 
expert panel members who made a submission to Thursday's senate inquiry. She said marine plastic pollution is now ubiquitous 
from the top to the bottom of the planet. "We find plastic absolutely everywhere and in enormous quantities. That's largely due to 
the fact most of the plastic in the ocean is quite small, which means the scale of the problem is drastically underestimated." 
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The ugly truth of our problem with marine plastic pollution 
Take a look inside the stomach of a shearwater bird on Lord Howe Island and you will find a few treasures from brands such as 
Penfolds and Coca-Cola. 

This was just one example of how marine plastics pollution is plaguing Australia's waterways, put before a senate inquiry on 
Thursday. 

Another described a bird found with 274 pieces of plastic in its stomach, making up 14 per cent of its body weight, the 
equivalent to a human carrying a pillowcase full of plastic. 

Screw-top wine caps, plastic bottle caps and clips used to cluster balloons are the most commonly found types of plastic. 

Australian scientists appearing as witnesses at the inquiry expressed a lacklustre view of national research and legislation 
governing the pollution of plastics on marine environment. 

"The scarcity of ecotoxicological research means we do not yet know how large, or serious, the microplastic problem is for most 
of earth's ecosystem," said Dr Mark Browne, ARC senior research associate from UNSW, in his submission. 

But hopes were buoyed early in the proceedings when West Australian Liberal Senator Chris Back foreshadowed that the 
committee's report would be "unanimous" in calling for greater investment in the problem."I'm asking you to be bold," he told 
witnesses. "We will be very keen to hear your recommendations that will find their way into this report." 

Scientists fronting the panel said one of the main causes for Australia's poor track record on marine plastics pollution was a lack 
in funding to ensure ongoing research. 

"Conservation-based research is chronically underfunded, but this is a very significant threat which shows no sign of 
stopping,"Dr Jennifer Lavers, from the Institute of Marine and Antarctic Science, University of Tasmania. 

"Our understanding is so poor yet there is no funding for research." 

CSIRO, Total Environment Centre, Boomerang Alliance, Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, Clean Up Australia and 
local councils were among those who made submissions to the inquiry. 

All put forward suggestions for managing marine debris such as a banning plastic bags, microbeads and the production of so-
called 'biodegradable plastics', and national product stewardship schemes like a container deposit scheme or a system in which 
packaging was returned to the retailer. 

CEO of Clean-up Australia Ian Kiernan said it was time big Australian manufacturers took responsibility for the waste they 
created. It is estimated about 17.4 billion bottles and cans are consumed in Australia each year, 7.8 billion of which are plastic. 

Australia recycles just 37 per cent of all plastic bottles, meaning more than seven billion are littered or landfilled each year. 

While merely tackling production is not enough to curb the marine debris crisis, Dr Lavers said one of the first steps should be to 
remove the word 'disposable' from packaging. "Disposable' and 'plastic' should never go in the same sentence. It's an oxymoron," 
she said. "Something built to last forever should never be labelled as disposable." 

Greens Senator Peter Whish-Wilson, who called the inquiry, said he expected a report would be prepared by end of March, 
before being tabled by the due date on April 8. 

The story The ugly truth of our problem with marine plastic pollution first appeared on Illawarra Mercury. 
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Easter is coming…. 

T he  Burrawang  Easter  Markets,  held 
annually  each  Easter  Saturday,  is  one  of 
the longest running most loved markets in 

the Southern Highlands. Boasting 150 stalls selling 
locally  grown  food  products,  art  &  crafts,  home‐
wares, gardening tools, clothing and jewellery.  

Burrawang  Primary  School 
also  hold  a  tasty  sausage 
sizzle, rides, face painting and 
farm  animals  for  family  and 
friends to come and relax and 
enjoy  the  atmosphere  of  a 
great day.  

W ildlife  Rescue  South  Coast  will  have  its 
first  stall  and  reptile  display  at  this 
popular annual event.  
The  2016  Easter Market  will  be  held  on 
Saturday, 26th March.  

Shoalhaven bats closely monitored after heat  
By Jessica Long 

Feb. 26, 2016, 3:30 p.m. 
http://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/3749999/bat-numbers-suffer-after-heatwave-photos-videos/?cs=202#slide=1 

Shoalhaven Bat Clinic 
 
SHOALHAVEN Bat Clinic is monitoring recently 
released juvenile bats after temperatures reached 40 
degrees yesterday. 

Three years ago the Shoalhaven area saw about 9000 
bats die after a heat wave shocked the area in late 
January. 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast bat woman Gerardine 
Hawkins said the loss meant this year’s breeding 
population of bats was down. 

“That’s nowhere near the numbers we would expect to 
see this time of year,” she said. “We’re noticing a lot 
of fruit left uneaten and rotting on the ground. 

“We had recently released some juveniles at Bomaderry Creek which we have been keeping an eye on after yesterday’s high 
temperatures. They got hot but they were fine.” 

Ms Hawkins said bats were extremely important to the areas’ ecological balance. She said education was key in helping people 
understand how to live harmoniously with the species. 

“Bats really struggle in high heats and low humidity. Yesterday’s weather was a perfect example of what happened three years 
ago,” she said. Ms Hawkins said she believed the extensive clearing of bushland meant other bats like microbats, that ordinarily 
find homes in trees, looked elsewhere. 

An influx of calls to remove microbats from houses and outdoor umbrellas have been made over the past few months, according 
to Ms Hawkins. Ms Hawkins said the Gould's Wattle microbat could eat up to 400 mosquitoes every night. The grey headed 
flying fox is listed as a vulnerable species.  

Ms Hawkins works to rehabilitate and release injured bats. Anyone who comes across an injured bat or would like one removed 
from a dwelling is reminded not to touch or approach the animal and call Wildlife Rescue South Coast on 0418 427 214. 

 

REPTILE SHOW 
Illawarra Sports Stadium 

Live Reptile Shows 

Photos with Reptiles 

Reptile Sales & Displays 

Food & Drinks Available 

Retail Shops 

ATM on site 

Sunday 3rd April 2016 10am - 3pm 

Entry: Family $25 Adult $10 & Child $5 

Proudly Sponsored by 
Symbio Zoo           Top End Pythons 

Allcrazythings   Scales & Tails   Haines Glass 
Illawarra Pet Foods    ABK Publications 

Enquires: Call Joanne 0433 064 460 
Email: illawarrareptilesociety2015@gmail.com 
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Did you know….  
Fatso the Fat-Arsed Wombat was an unofficial mascot of the Sydney 2000 
Summer Olympics created by Sydney cartoonist Paul Newell with Roy and HG 
from the Australian Channel Seven sports/comedy television program The Dream 
with Roy and HG, which covered the event, He took the form of a life-size stuffed 
toy wombat with a lazy, cheerful expression and comically pronounced rump, and 
usually appeared on The Dream broadcasts on Roy and HG's desk. 

Fatso was a spoof of the official Olympic mascots Syd, Ollie and Millie, whom Roy 
& HG often disparaged. He was nicknamed "the battlers' prince" and proved to be 
more popular among Australian fans (and some visitors who viewed the program) 
than the official mascots.  

This was emphasised in a satirical diving contest between Fatso, the three official mascots, and the Boxing Kangaroo later in the 
Games. Fatso's huge popularity during the series caused consternation with the Australian Olympic Committee, who at first tried 
to ban the character from Olympic events after Australian athletes appeared carrying Fatso dolls at medal ceremonies. In keeping 
with Fatso's role as a protest against the commercialization of Olympic mascots, only two Fatsos were officially produced: one 
for use in the studio and the other for use in the athletes' village. At the end of the Olympics, one of the Fatsos was auctioned for 
the Olympic Aid charity, selling for AUD$80,450 to Seven Network executive chairman Kerry Stokes. 

A number of unofficial Fatso toys and memorabilia were sold by merchants without 
authorization from the producers of The Dream. A statue of Fatso appears as part of an 
official Olympic memorial outside the Sydney Olympic Stadium, commemorating the 
volunteers who worked during the Olympics. The Fatso statue was vandalised in late 
September 2010, then stolen sometime before 8 October 2010. 
 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

The Shiny Green Crystal Ball Mike Baird Can’t Ignore  
By Mehreen Faruqi on January 12, 2016  

Dr Mehreen Faruqi is a NSW Greens MP and a civil and environmental engineer. 

Extract from https://newmatilda.com/2016/01/12/the-shiny-green-crystal-ball-mike-baird-cant-ignore/ 

NSW is set to join Queensland in tearing up key environmental legislation. The likely result will be widespread land-clearing 
and a greater contribution to climate change, writes Dr Mehreen Faruqi. 

Two years ago, the Queensland Newman government severely undermined native vegetation rules, resulting in the doubling of 
land clearing, the removal of almost 300,000 hectares of bushland (20 times the size of the Royal National Park in Sydney) and 
the release of 35 million tonnes of carbon dioxide, further exacerbating climate change. 

Despite this damning evidence, the Baird Government is green lighting land clearing by pushing ahead with abolishing native 
vegetation protection laws in New South Wales. This is nothing less than attempting ecocide. 

The NSW Native Vegetation Act 2003 has generally been credited with ending broad-scale land clearing in a state where 61 per 
cent of the original native vegetation has been cleared, thinned or significantly disturbed since European colonisation, most of it 
in the last 50 years. 

According to a WWF report, the introduction of this Act saw an 88-fold decrease of felling, as well as preventing the deaths of 
thousands of native animals. Not only is native vegetation crucial for biodiversity protection, it also improves farm land value 
and increases production outcomes. However, native vegetation management on private land has long been perceived as a 
battleground between landholders and conservationists, stirring up controversy between private property rights and the public 
interest. 

Politically, the National Party has been a key opponent of biodiversity laws that require some form of permission and oversight 
before landholders can clear native vegetation. Not surprisingly, the unravelling of the Native Vegetation Act commenced in the 
first term of the Liberal National Government taking power in NSW. 

In 2013, the then-Deputy Premier and Nationals leader Andrew Stoner foreshadowed the comprehensive overhaul of all 
biodiversity protection legislation. A range of new regulations soon followed, which allowed the removal of paddock trees and 
thinning of native vegetation to go ahead without the need for vegetation management plans. 

Since these changes, more than 6,000 trees have been chopped. Even the Shooters & Fishers – key Upper House votes – have 
waded into this conflict, with a bill that, if enacted, would have done irreparable damage to biodiversity and native vegetation in 
NSW. 

The next and perhaps most disastrous move is the report of the so-called ‘Independent Biodiversity Legislation Review’. 

Even though more than 80 per cent of the submissions to the review called for retaining or strengthening protections, the 
recommendations call for the wholesale repeal of the Native Vegetation Act. It will also repeal the Threatened Species 
Conservation Act 1995 and parts of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 Act, and include only parts of them in a mooted 
new Act. 

This will be coupled with an expansion of the flawed biodiversity offsets policy. Once biodiversity is lost, it is often permanent. 

While the anti-environment Nationals and the Shooters and Fishers are looking forward to ripping up the Native Vegetation Act 
this year, environment groups, conservationists and the Greens are gearing up for a vigorous fight to stop this destruction of 
native vegetation and wildlife. It doesn’t need to be this way. There is enough evidence to prove that weakening biodiversity 
protections will lead to an increase in land clearing leading to further fragmentation of precious ecosystems. At a time when 
climate change is taking bite we need more, not less preservation.  
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Bats play a vital role in 
maintaining the health of our 
ecosystems. They pollinate 
and disperse seeds from a 
wide variety of plants both 
native and introduced and in 
forest or plantation situations. 
More than 450 economically 
important plant species depend 
on bats for their survival and 
production. All Australian 
species of bats are protected. 

Australian bat lyssavirus 
(ABLV) is an endemic viral 
infection in Australian bats. 
ABLV is closely related to 
classical rabies virus and 
causes similar progressive 
neurological disease in 
naturally-infected bats, 
humans and horses.  

As at April 2014 3 people 
have died from ABLV 
infection 

Sourced: dpi.nsw.gov.au 
Photo: WRSC Gavin Swan 

Dr Vicky Sheppeard, Director of 
Communicable Diseases Branch 
NSW said there are some 
important steps to follow if you 
come into contact with a bat.    

“If someone is bitten or 
scratched by any type of bat they 
should seek urgent medical 
advice from their GP or local 
public health unit regarding 
treatment. 

The animals may be found 
foraging in backyard fruit trees 
leading to netting entanglements.  

When a bat is injured or tangled 
in fence wire or netting do not 
attempt to rescue it.”  

Please contact Wildlife Rescue 
South Coast who have specially 
trained and vaccinated bat carers.  

Australian Wildlife Rehabilitation Conference 
The Victorian Wildlife Council are proud to announce they will be hosting the 10th Australian Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Conference in Melbourne in 2016. The event will be held in Melbourne at Central Pier 
Docklands from the 1st  4th August. 

The theme for the 10th conference; CONNECTING TO COUNTRY. 
The special keynote speaker is Steve Parish! 
Steve is a champion of the protection of wildlife and the natural environment, and promoting the natural 
history of Australian ecosystems. During the last 50 years, the public has connected with Steve’s work in 
more than 2500 published books. 
He is a passionate photographer, naturalist, author, educator, public speaker and publisher, connecting 
people, especially children, to nature, through his emotive, inspirational, lifeenhancing images of Australia’s 
unique wildlife, flora, landscapes and places, presented to his audiences through workshops, public talks 
and publications. 
In addition to being the keynote speaker, Steve has kindly offered to hold one of his renowned 
photography workshops especially for the delegates at CAE, Melbourne City on Sunday 31st July. Places 
are limited, so be sure not to miss out on this very special opportunity! 

http://melbourne.awrc.org.au/melbourneconference.html 
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