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Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc  
PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541 

NPWS Licence No: MWL000100253  |  ABN 49 616 307 526   
 E: info@wildlife-rescue.org.au  |  W: www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 

0418 427 214 Wollongong to Batemans Bay | 0417 238 921 Mogo to Victorian Border 

Please  
Help us help Wildlife…. 

http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/please-donate.html 

© WRSC Anne Cherry 
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Email addresses……. 
committee@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
fsc@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
info@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
membership@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
newsletter@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
payments@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
president@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
secretary@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
treasurer@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

Donations can be made to……. 
BSB 641 800 
Account 200469788 
Name Wildlife Rescue Fund 

or 

PayPal & credit card via the website 
* $2 or more are tax deductible 

Facebook page…….. 
www.facebook.com/Wildlife.Rescue.SC 

Website…….. 
www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 

 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc.  
thank  

Michael Sinclair Plumbing  
for being one of our  

2016 calendar sponsors 

Need plumbing services in the Shoalhaven? 
Michael Sinclair, licensed plumber, drainer and 
gasfitter is your answer!  

 

On call 24/7 

 Phone 02 4443 8597 or 0418 411 911  

 Email Micktheplumber@bigpond.com 

Put the 2nd Wednesday of every month  

into your 2016 calendar for  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc.  

General Meetings 
11 May 

8 June 

13 July 

7pm start with refreshments provided 

Nowra Library Meeting Room just off Berry Street 
(around the corner from the Library’s main entrance) 

Plenty of parking between the Library and Woolworths. 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc wishes to 
thank Ian and Shirley Usher for organising the 

running of the Nowra Speedway ‘Pit Stop’ 
canteen for the KidzFix events.  

Special thanks also to all the volunteers who 
helped from November 2015 through to April 

2016. A great fundraising initiative! 

Margaret Barnaby 

Vikki Dooper 

Valda Fielding  

Erin and Lindsay Francis 

Cathy and Sam Jaye 

Trista Kyriacou 

Margaret Marks 

Jane Mills  

Jenny and Colin Packwood 

Simone and Ashleigh Welsh 



 

0418 427 214  Illawarra, Southern Highlands and South Coast  Eurobodalla and Sapphire Coasts  0417 238 921 

Snake in a net…. 
Rescue and Photos © WRSC Gavin Swan 

On my journey down to Sussex Inlet I wasn’t exactly sure 
what I was going to be faced with when I got there. It was 
the Easter long weekend & I received a call from some 
holiday makers at Sussex Inlet regarding a Red-bellied 
Black snake caught in a prawning net. The place they 
were staying at backed onto the canal & while they were 
outside enjoying their stay they noticed a snake coming 
from the canal & heading for the house. As they didn’t 
want the snake going near the house, one young man 
grabbed a prawning net to stop it, which is how the snake 
got caught up in the net. I thought it wasn’t exactly the 
best thing to do in this situation, however it might have 
ended much differently...it could of been a shovel or spade 
or axe! 

When I arrived on the scene I was greeted with a warm 
welcome from the holiday makers & was escorted out the 
back to a big cardboard box which the snake & prawning 
net was in. To my relief when I pulled the net out of the 
box, it was just a small snake and not badly entangled 
with no injuries from the net. 

I was able to separate the snake and the net easily and the 
snake was released back into bushland in Sussex Inlet 
and hopefully it will not find itself caught up in trouble 
again. 

With the numerous snake captures & relocates I’ve had 
since my training I’ve never had the need to “head” one 
but this was going to be the day my training came into 
practice. The thing I had on my side was this snake in 
particular was not aggressive at the time, but was still 
struggling to try & free itself. So once its head was firmly 
secured in one hand, it was then the process of cutting 
away the net with scissors in the other hand. 

During all this I glanced up to find a crowd of a dozen 
people or more standing at a safe distance away watching 
on with interest. Once the snake was finally free from the 
net & safely in the bag, I thought, this is great opportunity 
to educate more people about snakes so a discussion 
ensued on the type of snake and the actual capture and 
what could have been done a little differently and the 
importance of everyone knowing how to correctly apply a 
pressure immobilisation bandage.  

I explained that my Plan B was to drive back to Bomaderry 
with the snake still in the net if I had been unable to 
safely release it on site and locate another snake handler 
to assist in the process.  

My big message to these people was for them to learn & 
understand snakes and do not touch or contain them 
unless suitably trained. Snakes are a beautiful animal, 
and just like any other wild animal, fear us humans & just 
want to be left alone! 

Editor’s Note: Gavin attended the WRSC Venomous Snake 
Handling Course with John Mostyn in November 2014. 
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IMPORTANT BREAKING NEWS: 

Draft Biodiversity Conservation Bill 
Steve Amesbury 

NSW Animal Welfare Advisory Council  
7 May 2016 

Many of you will be aware that the draft Biodiversity Bill was announced this week by the NSW government and the 
public has until June 28 2016 to make submissions.  The NSW Animal Welfare Advisory Council know Wildlife 
Rescue South Coast members care about conserving our wildlife and habitat and so we encourage you to familiarise 
yourself with the proposals and make your own submission.  The details of the draft Bill are here: 

www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au/have-your-say/ 

Aspects of the draft bill which impact on to wildlife rescue organisations are detailed here:  

www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au/native-plants-and-animals/submission-guide/ 

The link above notes that “The NSW Government is aware that the current approach to regulating wildlife 
rehabilitation presents many challenges, particularly in relation to standards of service delivery, training, licensing 
arrangements for new groups and procedures for dispute resolution". 

The Government feels that it “should take a more strategic approach to the regulation of wildlife rehabilitation 
providers and that this could extend to establishing an accreditation scheme to replace the existing scheme of 
individual licences and streamline the way wildlife care providers are regulated”.  

The Government says it will design the scheme in consultation with all interested parties to ensure it provides the 
community with animal rehabilitation services that are reliable, represent good practice and are cost effective. 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. will be looking at this so that we can advocate for issues which are important for 
the care of wildlife and raise concerns about any changes that could impact negatively on wildlife rehabilitation. 

The more submissions the government receives, the better decisions they can make. Constructive, individual 
submissions are given more credence than ones seen to be self-serving or critical. It is better to promote positive 
options for consideration, explaining how they would improve wildlife care, rather than submissions which are 
entirely negative.   

It is useful to promote aspects of wildlife care that we know work well. While the current arrangements in NSW can 
be improved, they do allow for successful networking and sharing of expertise, and a degree of supervision and self-
compliance activity that is missing in the models used in some other states.  

There is no detail about the "accreditation scheme", so we don’t know how this might impact on us. We hope to 
engage with National Parks & Wildlife Service either directly or through the NSW Wildlife Council to ensure our 
concerns are heard. We don’t want to see any change which lowers the bar in terms of wildlife care, or which 
removes the advantages of the current system, or which makes it more difficult for responsible organisations such as 
ours to operate effectively. 

The first link above also identifies proposals to do away with some licences for the keeping of native animals, which 
many believe will lead to increased poaching from the wild and greater “impulse” purchases of native animals by 
people without the necessary skills or equipment needed to provide adequate care. If (as feared by animal welfare 
organisations) this leads to an increase in the abandonment, surrender and mistreatment of native animal ‘pets’ it is 
possible that wildlife care groups like us will be required to take on the care of discarded / confiscated animals. 
Neither the RSPCA nor Government agencies have the skills or facilities to care for native animals. 

Community Information Sessions are being held to allow the community to find out more about the proposed 
biodiversity Act. Representatives from the Office of Environment and Heritage, Department of Primary Industries, 
Local Land Services and Department of Planning and Environment will be available to discuss the details of the 
reforms.  

There is also an opportunity to provide feedback and have your say. There will be a session at the 
Nowra Showground Pavilion, West Street, Nowra on June 2 from 5 to 7:30 pm.  

For more details visit: www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au/have-your-say/roadshows/ 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. is a member of the NSW Wildlife Council  

the peak body representing wildlife carers in NSW 

Australia quietly adds 49 species to threatened and endangered lists  
Brush-tailed bettong, three-toed snake-tooth skink, swift parrot and types of orchid and albatross listed 

Elle Hunt Saturday 7 May 2016 09.00 AEST  
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/may/07/australia-quietly-adds-49-species-to-threatened-and-endangered-lists?

utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=GU+Today+AUS+v1+-
+AUS+morning+mail+callout&utm_term=170927&subid=8250862&CMP=ema_632 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/may/07/australia-quietly-adds-49-species-to-threatened-and-endangered-lists?utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=GU+Today+AUS+v1+-+AUS+morning+mail+callout&utm_term=170927&subid=8250862&CMP=ema_632
http://www.nwc.org.au/
http://www.nwc.org.au/
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/content/agriculture/livestock/animal-welfare/awac
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First Responders Workshop  

for Pelicans and other Sea & Shore birds 

‘Local people looking after their local birds’ 

Batemans Bay 3 April 2016 

This information & practical workshop was 
run by Australian Seabird Rescue (ASR) for 
licensed wildlife rescue personnel responding 
to entangled or injured sea/shore birds. 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast member 
Phylippa (left) following instructions from the 
ASR supervisor demonstrates a catch, hold, 
and release (below) of a young female 
Australian Pelican. 

For more information about Australian 
Seabird Rescue Inc. please visit: 

http://seabirdrescue.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/AustralianSeabirdRescueInc/ 

Images © WRSC Bronwyn Henry 
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Why do wombats do cube-shaped poo? 
https://theconversation.com/why-do-wombats-do-cube-shaped-poo-55975  

March 14, 2016 7.21pm AEDT  
Louise Gentle  

Senior Lecturer in Behavioural Ecology, Nottingham Trent University 

Poo comes in many different sizes, from the microscopic poo 
of the smallest invertebrates, to the largest poo of the African 
elephants who can each produce over 50kg per day. It also 
comes in many shapes, such as tubes (dogs), pellets (rabbits) 
or splats (cows), but the wombat is unique in the animal 
kingdom in that it produces cubic poo, and lots of it – around 
80 to 100 cubes per night. 
The wombat is a large relative of the koala, native to Australia. 
It is solitary and nocturnal, living in underground burrows 
during the day but coming out at night to forage on grasses and 
other vegetation. It also sleeps a lot; an average of 16 hours per 
day. As it is nocturnal, the wombat has very poor eyesight, so 
it relies on its sense of smell to navigate and find food. 

So, what is poo for? 
Poo is produced by all organisms – and species have adapted to utilise it in many different ways, such as a mechanism for seed 
dispersal, or a food source for animals including dung beetles. Poo can also provide information about the individual who 
produced it and their diet. The different textures, size, shape and smell can all help to identify the species that produced the poo – 
this information can be used to survey elusive animals such as the otter (which produces a distinctly fishy-smelling “spraint”, 
and can also give an estimation of how long ago the poo was produced. Even dinosaurs have left fossilised poo behind, called 
coprolites. 
However, poo is also very smelly, so it can be used by individuals to communicate their presence to others. Why is this needed? 
Although contests are frequent in the animal kingdom, they can be fatal – so are avoided if possible. One way of avoiding 
conflict is to mark your territory with a scent such as poo – this provides information on who you are and where you live. 
The wombat is highly territorial so uses its cube-shaped poo to mark its territory, preventing conflict. Wombats have been found 
to differentiate between various poos and show avoidance behaviour when presented with poo produced by predators and other 
male wombats. The hormonal content of poo can also be examined, for example so that males can tell when females are most 
fertile. 
Wombats deposit poo outside their burrows and on the tops of rocks and logs, where they are more easily found by other 
wombats. The distinctive shape is an advantage as the flat sides of the cubes ensure they do not roll off their precarious locations. 

But how is cubic poo produced? 
Wombat poo is cubic, not because the wombat has a square-shaped anus, but because it has a very long and slow digestive 
process, typically 14 to 18 days, which allows the digestive matter to become extremely dry and compacted. The wombat also 
has a very long digestive tract, allowing it to absorb the most nutrients and water from its food. The first part of their large 
intestine contains horizontal ridges that probably mould the poo into cubes, whereas the last part of the large intestine is 
relatively smooth, allowing the cubic shape to be maintained. The highly compacted nature of the poo means that the rectum is 
unable to contour the poo into the more usual tubular shape. 
So, the wombat, with is nocturnal way of life, poor eyesight but excellent sense of smell, uses poo as its main way of telling who 
lives where and if there are any strangers in the area (thus avoiding conflict), and as a way of increasing its reproductive success. 
It produces cubic poo as a result of its diet and long digestion. And, the cubic poo is the perfect shape for sitting on top of rocks 
and logs as it doesn’t roll away. Poo can be clever, too. 

The Conversation articles are licensed under 
Creative Commons 

Attribution-No Derivatives 4.0 International 
(CC BY-ND 4.0) 

Taken for the Newsletter  
Wombat cubic poo on a mushroom  

Images © WRSC Marie Wynan 
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Habitat Hollow Homes 

Advice WRSC Gavin Swan ~ photoS © WRSC Gavin & Cherryl swan 

Above: A section of Mahogany tree 
that was cut down. The core was 
packed with brown rot which I had 
already removed by hand. 

Next was to clean away all the other 
loose stuff back to solid wood for the 
perfect sized hollow to turn into a 
home for a Brushtail possum.  

Left: Bottom on, opening cut, and eye bolts attached. 

Below: Roof on with baffle over opening. Ply work painted so it will 
last for a long time... 
I'm really happy with this one....I think the possums will be too! 

Left: The 3 construction stages 
of a Brushtail possum habitat 
hollow home. 

Note: The habitat hollow 
homes as shown in these 
photos were made for possums 
in WRSC care.  

The finished hollow has just 
gone to a large homeless male 
Brushtail. 
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NSW Government laws to make it easier for farmers to clear land 
By State Political Reporter Ashleigh Raper 

Updated Tue 3 May 2016, 5:20pm  

Farmers in New South Wales will be able to clear more land under the State Government's proposed new conservation and biodiversity laws. 
As promised before the last election, the Government is planning to repeal the Native Vegetation Act and replace it with the Biodiversity 
Conservation Act. 

The Native Vegetation Act was designed, a decade ago, to prevent mass land clearings. The Government said while the legislation would be 
overhauled, it would not result in mass land clearing. "This is not a return to the days that pre-dated the current native vegetation legislation," 
Primary Industries Minister Niall Blair said. "This is a sophisticated policy that has adequate controls." 

FARMERS 'CAN MOVE TO QUEENSLAND' IF THEY WANT TO BE COWBOYS 
The planned changes cut red tape for farmers giving them greater flexibility for land clearing on their property. 

Farmers will be given a map of their land by the Department of Primary Industries, outlining which parts are subject to regulation and which 
are exempt. When farmers want to clear large areas of land they will have to offset that or set aside another parcel of land for vegetation on 
their property. "We believe this is a policy that utilises farmers as part of the solution and we believe that this something that will genuinely 
increase the biodiversity for this state," Mr Blair said. 

"There are those unfortunately who have operated outside the laws and acted like cowboys," Deputy Premier Troy Grant said. "In our package 
there is still no place for them. If they want to be a cowboy they can move to Queensland." As part of their proposal, the Government 
committed $240 million over five years for conservation projects on private land, and $70 million will be provided each year after that. 

"Biodiversity has gone backwards for the last 20 years," Environment Minister Mark Speakman said. "Despite the measures that are in the 
Native Vegetation Act we have seen a continual decline in biodiversity in NSW." 

ENVIRONMENT GROUPS WARN OF LAND DISASTER 
The proposed changes were described as a "qualified win" for farmers by an industry representative, who also said the measures would not 
result in mass land clearings. "The current bill was unworkable, it was giving perverse outcomes for productivity and perverse outcomes for the 
environment," NSW Farmers spokesman Derek Schoen said. "The majority of farmers are well versed [in] what is required from them and the 
community expectations in custodian of the environment and the land." 

The chief executive of the Nature Conservation Council Kate Smolski said the package "does everything to facilitate land clearing and 
development across New South Wales". "We are going to impact on our top soil, we are going to impact on water resources and we are going to 
impact wildlife habitat across the state due to the reduction of important protections we are seeing in regulations here in New South Wales," she 
said. The Total Environment Centre's Lee Martin said: "This act will simply facilitate land clearing in New South Wales". 

The Government's proposal will be open for public consultation for eight weeks. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-05-03/nsw-government-spend-million-private-conservation-projects/7378118 

Hidden housemates: when possums go bump in the night 
April 20, 2016 

Authors 
Emma Power ~ Senior Research Fellow, Geography and Urban Studies, Western Sydney University  

Jane DeGabriel ~ Research Fellow in Ecology, Hawkesbury Institute for the Environment, Western Sydney University  
An Extract from https://theconversation.com/hidden-housemates-when-possums-go-bump-in-the-night-57478 

Many people enjoy living with possums, because they feel like it connects them to a time before Australia was urbanised. Some 
people also value personal connections with possums, becoming familiar with the individuals that share their garden – even 
giving them names and pointing them out to visitors. 
However, people also often describe possums as a pest. They complain about the noise and damage that possums can cause. 
Damage to ceiling cavities, urine stains and odours in the ceiling are reported, and some people experience possums dying in the 
ceiling. These rotting bodies can be overwhelmingly smelly and extremely difficult to find. 
It is interesting that many people both value possums and find them to be a pest. This is evidence of the complicated relationship 
that we have with native animals that live inside our homes. We enjoy their wildness, but are also challenged by the way that 
they make our homes a little bit less human and a little bit closer to nature. 
Living well with common brushtail possums 

Despite the fact that some people are less keen on house-sharing with possums, they are protected 
under the wildlife acts of most states in Australia. Although these laws vary, they generally 
require that residents seek a licence before trapping or moving a possum. 
In New South Wales the relevant law is the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. If a possum is 
living in your ceiling, in NSW you can apply to the Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) 
for a licence to trap it. Possums must be trapped humanely and released on the property where 
they were found within 150 m of the place where they were caught. 
Note, however: possums moved outside of their home range typically die. They are also usually 
replaced within four weeks by another possum that moves into their territory. 
The OEH suggests that people live alongside possums that share their garden, explaining that “if 
you encourage a possum to stay around and claim your yard as its territory, other possums will be 
discouraged from taking up residence”. The OEH also recommends installing nest boxes in trees 
away from the house to discourage possums from nesting in roofs, and carrying out repairs to 
close up any holes after possums are removed. 
Wildlife protection laws mean that common brushtail possums have a right to live in urban 
Australia. This means that we need to learn to live well together. 

Photo © WRSC Saskia Macey.      This article is part of a series profiling our “hidden housemates”.  
The Conversation articles are licensed under Creative CommonsAttribution-No Derivatives 4.0 International (CC BY-ND 4.0) 

https://www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au/home/biodiversity-reforms-overview/
https://theconversation.com/au/topics/hidden-housemates
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/npawa1974247/
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/wildlifelicences/CatchandReleasePossums.htm
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Flying fox problem at crisis point in Eurobodalla, council vowing to take fight higher 
ABC South East NSW Updated 15 Apr 2016, 3:03pm  

By Alice Matthews  
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-04-15/flying-foxes/7330052 

The Member for Bega Andrew Constance has hit out at a council in south-east New South Wales trying to take its issues with 
flying foxes to State and Federal governments. The Eurobodalla Mayor, Lindsay Brown, said the community was losing the 
battle in controlling flying fox populations and planned to lead a delegation of frustrated council leaders in other Local 
Government areas to meet with the State Environment Minister Mark Speakman. 

But Mr Constance said that was not necessary. "We do not need a delegation from council using ratepayers money flying to 
Sydney, when the Minister is already aware of this problem," he said. He recommended the Eurobodalla Council apply to have 
the bats dispersed in the same way as the Sutherland Shire. "My personal view is that the bats should be dispersed because of the 
location and the impact that this issue is having on locals," Mr Constance said. "I respectfully request that council get on with an 
application and not bring delegations to Sydney on the basis of appearing to achieve something." 

DISPERSAL IS NOT EFFECTIVE: EUROBODALLA COUNCIL 
Cr Brown has disputed the method's effectiveness and labelled Mr Constance's comments as "ill-informed." "Our research tells 
us this approach simply doesn't work in the majority of cases ... It's highly unpredictable," he said. "The animals usually relocate 
in multiple splinter camps close to the existing camp and create similar complaints in new areas."  

He added the council did not seek approval for dispersal because the community "overwhelmingly rejected" the approach. The 
council said it cleared a vegetation buffer against residential back fences in the affected area near the Batemans Bay Water 
Gardens Reserve, a known food source for the animal. The council also provided car and clothes line covers to residents as well 
as access to cleaning equipment. 

But the problems persisted. Batemans Bay Resident Terry McDonough wrote on the ABC South East Facebook page: 

"The stink through the night is nauseating. Interrupting sleep, not only mine but other workers I know, including shift workers. 
Then there's the noise. It's gone way past tolerable." 

The animals had also spread to Catalina, Moruya South Head, Batehaven, Tomakin and Malua Bay. The council said it was 
advised by the Office of Environment and Heritage there was around 100, 000 flying foxes in Batemans Bay, about 20 per cent 
of the national population. "This is a bigger problem than Eurobodalla Shire Council can manage on its own and once again I 
simply ask that all levels of Government cooperate to help our communities," Cr Brown said. 

PLEA FOR FLYING FOXES TO BE ADDRESSED ON NATIONAL AGENDA 
Cr Brown said he would take the issue to the Federal Member for Hunter, Joel Fitzgibbon, who recently called on the Senate to 
begin an inquiry into flying fox control around Singleton, Cessnock and other communities across the country. He said he knew 
of at least 40 councils across New South Wales struggling with the problem. Grey-headed flying foxes are a threatened species 
under State and Federal legislation. 

The Eurobodalla Council said overall numbers were declining, while in places like Batemans Bay the population was increasing. 

Russell Schneider to lead bat task force 
JOSH GIDNEY May 6, 2016, 9 a.m.  

Extract from: 
http://www.batemansbaypost.com.au/story/3887993/batman-cometh-task-force-boss-signs-up-poll/?cs=229 

Newly-appointed flying fox task force chairman Russell Schneider knows the urgency of the job he has been given. “Failure is 
not an option, and time is of the essence,” he said of the bat colonies that have spread from Batemans Bay. “The flying foxes are 
spreading throughout the Eurobodalla and if this continues unchecked they will be everywhere from South Durras to Narooma. 

© WRSC Gavin Swan 
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Knitted Budgies by Carol Harrison 
Local Business 

A facebook page that may interest… 
https://www.facebook.com/knitted.budgie/ 

Editor’s Note: Carol is located in South Ockendon, United Kingdom and kindly 
gave Jane permission to reproduce some of her hand knitted images.  

Images © Carol Harrison 

Thank you…. 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast thank April’s individual donors as 
listed, as well as those who did not wish to be named.  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast’s primary aim is to rescue and 
rehabilitate injured and orphaned native wildlife to eventually 
release them back to the wild. Our rescuers and carers are 
volunteers and your generous donations go directly towards 
helping us help wildlife. 

P Christen  

A Wade  

T Spendley 

D Body  

N Hanke 

R Flack 

T Rix  

K Vine  

If you have made a donation to Wildlife Rescue South Coast 
and have not received your tax deductable receipt or your 
name has not been included in the list and you wish it to be 
included please contact us at:  

treasurer@wildlife-rescue.org.au  

A Special Thank you…. 
To Allan Gilden  

of Kangaroo Valley.  

Alan opened his beautiful garden to the  
Galston District Garden Club which resulted in a 

generous donation to WRSC. 

For the donation of new banners for our 
display stalls Wildlife Rescue South Coast 

would like to thank  
John Hills Signs  

Bomaderry 

and to 

Australian Wildlife Rehabilitation Conference 

The Victorian Wildlife Council are proud to announce 
they will be hosting the 10th Australian Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Conference in Melbourne in 2016. The 
event will be held in Melbourne at Central Pier 
Docklands from the 1st  4th August. The theme for 
the 10th conference;  

CONNECTING TO COUNTRY. 
http://melbourne.awrc.org.au/melbourneconference.html 
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Field guide to useful native plants from 
temperate Australia 

By Judith Caton & Richard Hardwick 

Release: July 2016 Available late June. Pre-order now! 
ISBN: 978-1-922134-60-8  
Format: Paperback 
Price: $49.99  
Trim Size: 210mm X 148mm portrait 
Pages: 416 
Category: Gardening / Natural History 

Description: 

 Detailed descriptions of over 150 useful plants from the 
temperate eco-region. 

 More than 600 colour photos and drawings for ease of 
identification, as well as maps of local and Australia-wide 
distributions. 

 Information on a wide range of uses for native plants as food, 
fibre and medicines, including notes on preparation. 

 The result of a 15-year fieldwork partnership photographing, 
describing and using plants from the temperate eco-region of 
south-eastern Australia. A valuable contribution to the 
knowledge of the native plants of south-eastern Australia. 

 This guide will be of interest to people who live there and the many tourist who visit the area, as well as 
bushwalkers, educators, archaeologists and chefs  

Dr Judith Caton’s interest in useful native plants resulted from her study of plants in forager diets compared with 
those eaten by modern humans. She has many years’ experience as a teacher of biological sciences. 

Richard Hardwick is the author of the highly successful Nature’s Larder, a guide to the plant foods of the NSW South 
Coast. He is an expert in the use of native plants for food fibre and medicines. 

Both Richard and Judith are actively involved in teaching and research at the Kioloa Coastal Campus of The 
Australian National University (the Edith and Joy London Foundation). 

http://harbourpublishing.com.au/products/books/field-guide-to-useful-native-plants-from-temperate-australia 

A book you may be interested in…. 

Tassie Fires 
Tuesday, 5 April 2016  

http://www.abc.net.au/catalyst/stories/4437596.htm 
We like to think Tasmania is a refuge from climate 
change  –  a  cool  green  island  at  the  bo om  of  a 
warming world. But this summer may have seen a 
pping point. The unprecedented number and size 

of fires ignited by dry lightning in Tasmania are no 
longer  'natural' events. Condi ons are so dry  that 
the  soil  itself  is burning. Ecosystems normally  too 
wet to burn are going up  in smoke. 1000 year old 
World Heritage forests face irreversible loss. Is this 
what climate change looks like? 
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Introducing Kenna….  
A female 1.2 kg Swamp Wallaby, Kenna was 
found attempting to get back into her dead 
mother’s pouch in Booderee National Park, 
Jervis Bay by Rangers. Kenna has joined two 
other Swampies in care with WRSC’s Fiona 
Kelleher.  

Wallabia bicolor (Desmarest, 1804) 
Swamp Wallaby 

Working classification 

kingdom ANIMALIA  

phylum CHORDATA  

subphylum VERTEBRATA  

suprageneric GNATHOSTOMATA  

class MAMMALIA  

subclass MARSUPIALIA  

order DIPROTODONTIA  

suborder PHALANGERIDA  

superfamily MACROPODOIDEA  

family MACROPODIDAE  

subfamily MACROPODINAE  

genus Wallabia  

species Wallabia bicolor  

                  
 

‘Kenna’ © WRSC Fiona Kelleher 

Furthermore, the programme will show how a shrimp with vision like no other 
animal on the planet views the natural wonder. The Reef is home to some of 
the world’s most fascinating animals and David captures an array of creatures 
such as the manta ray, the epaulette shark that walks and the humpback whale 
that have made the Great Barrier Reef their home. The series also uses the 
latest satellite tracking data to follow the incredible journeys like those of the 
dwarf minke whales, green turtles and tiger sharks who travel thousands of 
kilometres to migrate there. However, in the sixty years since David’s first 
visit, the Reef is now seriously under threat. 

Reflecting on his unique experiences, he explains how the Reef has lost 
almost half its coral since his first visit and will look at what the future holds 
for it. He is determined to discover how it can be saved. In his quest he 
consults the Reef’s top scientists and visits its island research stations where 
researchers and their teams are trying to help corals cope with the climates 
rapid change. David’s journey also takes him to the deepest part of the Reef 
where no one has ventured before, in the hi-tech Triton Submersible, to 
collect corals that may help scientists to better understand this natural wonder 
of the world. 

A DVD you may be interested in….  
David Attenborough's - Great Barrier Reef 

https://shop.abc.net.au/products/great-barrier-reef-with-david-attenborough-dvd 

Nearly 60 years since he last filmed on the reef, Attenborough has returned to make a three-part series featuring the 
latest in film techniques and marine science to bring the reef to audiences around the world. Great Barrier Reef with 
David Attenborough combines cutting edge scientific research alongside innovative filming techniques. By using the 
very latest infrared cameras, the hatching of the iconic clownfish is witnessed for the very first time whilst time-
lapse macro cameras will expose behaviour of the normally unseen tiny coral animals that built the entire Reef and 
also reveal the most magical reproduction event on the planet, the annual coral spawn. 
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What is coral bleaching 
Many types of coral have a special symbiotic relationship 
with a tiny marine algae (zooxanthellae) that live inside 
corals' tissue and are very efficient food producers that 
provide up to 90 per cent of the energy corals require to grow 
and reproduce. 
Coral bleaching occurs when the relationship between the 
coral host and zooxanthellae, which give coral much of their 
colour, breaks down. Without the zooxanthellae, the tissue of 
the coral animal appears transparent and the coral's bright 
white skeleton is revealed. 
Corals begin to starve once they bleach. While some corals 
are able to feed themselves, most corals struggle to survive 
without their zooxanthellae. 
If conditions return to normal, corals can regain their 
zooxanthellae, return to their normal colour and survive. 
However, this stress is likely to cause decreased coral growth 
and reproduction, and increased susceptibility to disease. 

Bleached corals often die if the stress persists. Coral reefs 
that have high rates of coral death following bleaching can 
take many years or decades to recover. 

What causes coral bleaching 
The main cause of coral bleaching is heat stress resulting from high sea temperatures. Temperature increases of 
only one degree Celsius for only four weeks can trigger bleaching events. 
If these temperatures persist for longer periods (eight weeks or more) corals begin to die. High water temperatures 
can affect reefs at regional and global scale. 
Other stressors can also cause bleaching, including freshwater inundation (low salinity) and poor water quality from 
sediment or pollutant run-off. 

Coral bleaching on the Great Barrier Reef 
The Great Barrier Reef has experienced mass coral bleaching events in the past. 
In 1998, there was a global mass bleaching event where 50 per cent of the reefs on the Great Barrier Reef suffered 
bleaching. During this time, sea temperatures on the Great Barrier Reef were the highest ever recorded. 
Mass bleaching also occurred in 2002, with 60 per cent of reefs were affected. This was the largest coral bleaching 
event on record. Two periods of hot weather resulted in sea surface temperatures a few degrees centigrade higher 
than long-term summer maxima. 
In both events, about five per cent of the Great Barrier Reef's coral reefs were severely damaged. 

h p://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/managing‐the‐reef/threats‐to‐the‐reef/climate‐change/what‐does‐this‐mean‐for‐species/corals/what‐is‐coral‐bleaching 

© Copyright Commonwealth of Australia 1996 - 2007. 

The information contained within this website is copyright. You may download, display, print and reproduce this material in 
unaltered form only (retaining this notice) for your personal, non-commercial use or use within your organisation. 

http://www.seechangefestival.org.au/ 

May Membership 
Carers: 158 

Rescuers: 231 
Total Members: 306 

WELCOME  

Valda Fielding Berkeley 
Loren Hudson Old Erowal Bay 

Marlene Vial Falls Creek 
Emma Cooper Worrigee 
Wyatt Cooper Worrigee 
Claire Williams Nowra 
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Wildlife Rescue South Coast was seen at….  
Moruya Country Markets  

23 April 2016 
Right © WRSC Bronwyn 

Nowra Speedway ‘Pit Stop’ Canteen  
23 April 2016  

Below © WRSC Jane Mills 

Narooma Rotary Markets  
24 April 2016 

Below Right © WRSC Bronwyn 

Bundanon Field Day 7 May 2016.   

What a beautiful venue and a lovely day!  Stalls were set up by 
various ecology-minded organisations and there were heaps of people 
happy to come up and chat to find out about Wildlife Rescue South 
Coast and all that we do.   

Ian’s display snakes were again a big hit. The education flying foxes 
brought along by Gerry and Janine were loved by everyone. I don’t 
know who had more fun, the people, the snakes or the bats! 

Review and photos (right & below) © WRSC Cathy Jaye 
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NSW Government Biodiversity Reforms  
Kate Smolski 

CEO 
Nature Conservation Council of NSW 

3 May 2016 at 14:03  

After months of speculation, the Baird government has finally released draft laws that will scrap protections for NSW unique 
wildlife and bushland. Premier Baird’s plan is nothing short of a disaster and will allow big agribusiness and developers to 
trash wildlife habitat across NSW. 

We must stop these bad Bills from becoming law. Today is the first day of public consultation on the draft Bills. 
Show the Government you won’t sit back and let nature be bulldozed, email Environment Minister Mark Speakman 
now. 

The draft Biodiversity Conservation Bill is supposed to be the main legal protection for trees and wildlife in this state. It 
should help to save the koala and pygmy possum and other vulnerable species for generations to come. 

Yet if the plan the government released today becomes law, it will result in the death of thousands of animals every year, and 
take NSW down the same dangerous path of broad-scale land clearing that recently devastated hundreds of thousands of 
hectares of bushland in Queensland. 

The Baird Government is already on a charm offensive, trying to spin the story to say he's protecting nature. But we've 
known all along the government is only re-writing our land clearing laws to benefit big agribusiness and developers. 

Our Environment Minister Mark Speakman will be waiting to see if he’s gotten away with trashing our laws. Show 
him you’re watching by sending him an email today.  

Keen to do more? Amplify your voice by calling Environment Minister Mark Speakman’s office on 8574 6390 and let him 
know you don’t support their Bills. There’s more information below. 

NCC have just released the Thunderclap that over 700 people signed up to in the last few weeks. That means that right now 
over 260,000 people will be seeing the message that Premier Baird is trashing our nature laws. That’s huge. 

Now we have to turn awareness into action. Together, we must use our collective power to stop this bad Bill from becoming 
law.  

Email Environment Minister Speakman now and tell him you want an Environment Minister who will Stand Up For 
Nature. 

Together, let's fight for the future of the animals and places we love in this beautiful state. 

MORE INFORMATION 
Some of the changes the government wants to make are: 

 Scrapping the Native Vegetation Act 2003 and the Threatened Species 
Conservation Act 1995; 

 Lowering the threshold for tree clearing by ditching the 
requirement to 'maintain or improve biodiversity'; and 

 Increasing the use of flawed biodiversity offsets. 

Unless Premier Baird changes course, his new law will: 

 Add extinction pressures to our state's 1000 threatened animal 
and plant species; 

 Threaten our clean, reliable water supplies; 
 Turn fertile farms into wasteland through erosion and salinity;  
 Put landmark trees and bushland in our towns and suburbs at risk; 

and 
 Release millions of tonnes of carbon pollution into our 

atmosphere. 
See also: the Baird Government's proposals. 

PLEASE DONATE TO HELP WILDLIFE RESCUE SOUTH COAST  
HELP OUR WILDLIFE	

http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/please-donate.html
http://www.nature.org.au/get-involved/take-action/stand-up-for-nature-stop-land-clearing
http://www.nature.org.au/get-involved/take-action/stand-up-for-nature-stop-land-clearing
https://www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au/home/biodiversity-reforms-overview/
http://www.nccnsw.org.au/
http://www.nccnsw.org.au/
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Come and say ‘hi’ to us …. 
14 May 2016 

8am to 1pm 

Bowral Public School Markets 
Boolwey Street, Bowral 

Kerstin and Woody are there every 

2nd Saturday of each month 

29 May 2016 
8.30am to 12.30pm 

Bermagui Hand & Homemade Market  
Dickson Park, Bermagui 

Say ‘hi’ to  WRSC members Leah and Mike 
Last Sunday of every month 

5 June 2016 
8am to 12pm 

Candelo Market 
First Sunday of every month 

4 June 2016 
Enviro Day 

Jervis Bay Maritime Museum 
Woollamia Rd, Huskisson, NSW, 2540 

15 May 2016 
8.30am to approx.12.30pm  

Merimbula RSPCA Million Paws Walk  
Rotary Park (adjacent to Spencer Park) off Main Street 

15 May 2016 
10am to 3pm 

A Pets Day Out 
Reptile and furry friends show 

Jerry Bailey Oval Shoalhaven Heads 

22 May 2016 

King of the Mountain  
Kangaroo Valley Golf Course carpark  

Kangaroo Valley 

Ian and Lindsay with their snakes & ladder display 
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Wildlife Rescue South Coast Training  
 Introduction to Rescuing Wildlife & Rescue Telephone 

Sunday 15 May 2016, 9am to 3:30pm  
 Attendance at this course is a condition of our NPWS licence for all members before you can be  

authorised by WRSC to rescue injured or orphaned wildlife. Manual included. 
RSVP: Thursday 12 May 2016 

 Possums & Gliders - Juveniles and Emergency Care of Adults 
Sunday 29 May 2016, 9am to 3:30pm 

This Possum & Glider course is to give members the knowledge and understanding of what is involved in the 
rescue, rehabilitation and release of injured, sick and orphaned possums. This course will cover identification, rescue, 

and initial assessment, basic treatments for wounds, emergency care for joeys, housing, raising possums & glider 
from joeys to release and much more. Present carers are welcome to come along to refresh your skills, meet other 

members and to keep your training records current. 

Course Cost : $30 includes Manual and Venue   
Payable on the day in cash only  

RSVP: Wednesday 25 May 2016 

 Introduction to Bird Rescue - First Aid & Care 
Calling for expressions of interest ~ course date tba 

Are you new to the world of birds – let me know if you wish to come along and join us.  A full day is planned to 
introduce new and existing members to bird rescue and rehabilitation.  It will cover adults coming into care from injury 
or disease and the rearing of orphaned chicks to release back to the wild.  For existing members, come along to keep 

your training records current and to share and refresh your skills. 
 

All courses will be held at 
'Cobargo Rural Fire Services Hall'  

Wandella Road, Cobargo 
(South of the bridge over the creek, turn west off the highway opposite the  

Cobargo Hotel and the hall is about 200m on the right) 

Morning and afternoon tea provided on all days  
but please BYO lunch 

To register your interest please contact:  
Bronwyn  

Bird / Possum & Glider Coordinator  
(FSC region)  

email: nativeanimalcarer@hotmail.com	  
or  

Jenny Packwood WRSC Secretary 

0418 497 345  or email: secretary@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

Rescued 
 On now till 18 May 2016 

Working with Wildlife Rescue South Coast, which 
rehabilitates injured and orphaned wildlife, local 
photographer Warren Wilson has magically captured 
portraits of injured native wildlife while in care. This 
moving exhibition consists of 10 striking images. 

  
Jervis Bay Maritime Museum 

Open Daily: 10am - 4pm 
Woollamia Rd, Huskisson, NSW, 2540 
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Calling on any 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast member  

who enjoys taking photographs.  

13 or more wildlife stars  
found within our  

NPWS licensed area  
are needed for the  

2017 Calendar 

Please email their images to  
newsletter@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

NB: for printing & sale purposes jpegs must be good quality, 1MB to 3 MB is the preferred size 

To move me into a Habitat Hollow Home  

please ring Wildlife Rescue South Coast  

WILDLIFE RESCUE SOUTH COAST INC 

For more information visit:  
http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/possums--gliders.html  

or http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/nest-boxes.html 

Photo: WRSC Gavin Swan 

May 2 to May 22 
http://animalsinthewild.info/enter-the-competition/ 
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