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WILDLIFE RESCUE SOUTH COAST INC E W 
S N November 2016 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc  
PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541 

NPWS Licence No: MWL000100253  |  ABN 49 616 307 526   
 E: info@wildlife-rescue.org.au  |  W: www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 

0418 427 214 Wollongong to Batemans Bay | 0417 238 921 Mogo to Victorian Border 

Please Help us help Wildlife…. 
Our 2017 calendar is still only $10 (plus postage) 

so order yours today 
www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/calendar.html 
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Email addresses……. 
committee@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
fsc@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
info@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
membership@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
newsletter@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
payments@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
president@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
secretary@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
treasurer@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

Donations can be made to……. 
BSB 641 800 
Account 200469788 
Name Wildlife Rescue Fund 

or 

PayPal & credit card via the website 
* $2 or more are tax deductible 

Facebook page…….. 
www.facebook.com/Wildlife.Rescue.SC 

Website…….. 
www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 

 

Your generous donations go directly towards helping 
us help wildlife. Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. 
members are all volunteers and our primary aim is to 
rescue and rehabilitate injured and orphaned native 
wildlife to eventually release them back to the wild. 

If you have made a donation to Wildlife Rescue 
South Coast and have not received your tax 
deductable receipt please contact Vikki at  

treasurer@wildlife-rescue.org.au  

PLEASE DONATE 
There are many ways to help us, please visit:  

http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/please-donate.html 

THE 2016/17 
COMMITTEE 

President 
Richard Woodman (Woody) 

Vice President 
Dusty Jones 

Treasurer 
Vikki Dooper 

Secretary 
Jenny Packwood 

Committee Members 

Margaret Barnaby 

Debbie Colbert  

Kim Goodsell 

Sam Jaye 

Marlene Vial  

In the recent 2016 Commonwealth Bank “Not-for-profit 
Treasurers’ Awards”, which attracted over 1500 entries, 
WRSC Treasurer Vikki Dooper was presented with a 
Certificate of Appreciation.  

The citation read: “With no previous experience in 
treasury or financial management, Vikki took on a complex 
organisation with multiple bank accounts, including DGR. 
Vikki has very quickly mastered this role and has excelled”. 

Vikki with Richard Woodman © WRSC Cathy Jaye 

Congratulations…. 
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Wildlife Rescue South Coast was seen at…. 
A very big thank you to the Animal Welfare 
League (Eurobodalla Branch) for donating a 
stall spot to WRSC at their annual ‘Tailwaggers 
Walk’. All the dogs looked fantastic in fantasy 
dress and looked to have enjoyed their big walk!  

It might have been a bit of a gloomy day with a 
little bit of a sprinkle at the end, but the 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast stall was a big 
hit! Slow Down For Wildlife , Swooping Birds, 
Birds Nesting, Echidna Crossings and Little 
Joeys were the most comment topics.  
 

Review & photos © WRSC Bronwyn 

September 18  
Nata Oval, Narooma 

Shorebird recovery program: Tuross Head 
Eurobodalla National Park 

http://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/things-to-do/Volunteer-activities/shorebird-recovery-program-tuross-head 

Many NSW Far South Coast shorebirds have become threatened species 
mainly due to the vulnerability of their nests. Volunteers are needed to help 
NSW National Parks monitor and survey shorebirds and implement 
conservation measures such as protecting habitat and nests in and around 
Tuross Head. This will help with the recovery and survival of the: 

 Hooded plover 

 Pied oystercatcher 

 Sooty oystercatcher 

 Little tern 

 Fairy tern 

All volunteers are provided with training and support. The role is suitable for people who can comfortably 
walk on sandy beaches, are happy to work independently, have a keen eyesight for bird identification, and 
confidence to talk to local beachgoers about the importance of the shorebird breeding sites. Please contact 
us for more information about this rewarding volunteering opportunity. Bring your binoculars along when 
you volunteer. 

Phone the NSW National Parks Merimbula office on (02) 6495 5000 

Photo © P Scharf 
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Extracts from  

NSW Land Management and Biodiversity Conservation Reforms 

Summary of submissions report 
© State of NSW 2016  

While every reasonable effort has been made to ensure that the facts contained within this document are correct at time of 
printing, the state of NSW, its agents and employees, disclaim any and all liability to any person in respect of anything or the 
consequences of anything done or omitted to be done in reliance or upon the whole or any part of this document.  

In keeping with the NSW Government’s commitment to encourage the availability of information, you are welcome to reproduce 
the material that appears in this document for personal, in-house or non-commercial use without formal permission or charge. 
Specific permission is required for the reproduction of photographs. All other rights reserved. If you wish to reproduce, alter, store 
or transmit material appearing in this document for any other purpose, request for formal permission should be directed to the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet, 52 Martin Place, Sydney. You are required to acknowledge that the material is provided by 
this document or the owner of the copyright.  

The NSW Government asserts the right to be attributed as author of the original material in the following manner:  

© State of New South Wales 2016.  
Published by:  
Department of Premier and Cabinet 52 Martin Place, Sydney NSW 2000 GPO Box 5341, Sydney NSW 2001  
Phone: +61 2 9228 5555 (switchboard) Contact: http://www.dpc.nsw.gov.au/contact Website: www.dpc.nsw.gov.au  
ISBN 978 1 76039 468 4 September 2016 

About this report  

Purpose of this report  
On 3 May 2016 the NSW Government released a draft package of land management and biodiversity conservation 
reforms in response to the Independent Biodiversity Legislation Review Panel’s recommendations. This package 
included:  

 a draft Biodiversity Conservation Bill 2016  

 a draft Bill to amend the Local Land Services Act 2013  

 proposed Local Land Services (LLS) codes of practice (metrics)  

 the draft Native Vegetation Map Method Statement  

 the draft Biodiversity Assessment Method (BAM)  

 the draft Code of Practice for Commercial Kangaroo Harvesting in New South Wales.  

The draft reform package was on public exhibition for eight weeks from 3 May to 28 June 2016 to allow stakeholders 
and the community to have their say.  

The community were invited to make submissions via the reform website (www.landmanagement.nsw.gov. au) or by 
post. Submissions were also received via NSW Government Ministers and the Office of Environment and Heritage 
(OEH) ‘Environment Line’ email address. 

http://www.smh.com.au/environment/scientist-hugh-possingham-quits-over-baird-governments-landclearing-plan-20161103-gsgx9r.html 

The extent of wide-scale land clearing across NSW is 
exposed in "Cultivating Murder" a new documentary by 
filmmaker Gregory Miller.  

On the 29th July 2014 Glen Turner, a compliance officer 
with the Office of Environment and Heritage, was shot 
four times and died on the side of an isolated public road 
40 kms from the rural town of Moree. This film is about 
Glen and what he believed in as a professional 
environmentalist. Like his co-workers he was backed up 
by the research and science undertaken by universities 
and government departments. Glen worked on the 
frontline of habitat, species and wild life protection and 
by looking at his work we see how vital it is to continue in 
the face of legislative changes now being proposed that 
will see a major winding back of environment protection. 
When the QLD government repealed the environment 
laws the rate of land clearing soared from around 78,000 
hectares in 2010 to 296,000 hectares in 2014. The same 
will happen in NSW if the current draft legislation is 
enabled. It would render ineffective Australia’s 
undertaking at the Paris Climate conference. With land 
clearing accounting for 6% of our annual Carbon 
emissions, Australia would not be able to meet its 
obligations.  
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These submissions also expressed concern that the proposed reforms would:  

repeal the Native Vegetation Act 2003 and Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995  
remove the requirement to maintain or improve biodiversity values  
limit important safeguards, such as red flags for environmentally sensitive areas  
expand the use of self-assessable codes  
increase the use of biodiversity offsets, allow for variations to like-for-like offsetting and allow proponents to clear 

native vegetation in exchange for paying money into a fund.  

About 20% of the Stand Up for Nature campaign letters included unique comments in addition to the standard text. 
The comments included the following issues:  

about 40% of the additional text emphasised the environmental impacts that could result from increased clearing 
including increased extinction, harm to wildlife and habitat, loss of ecosystem services, increased carbon 
emissions and loss of farming sustainability  

about 20% of the additional text emphasised the strength of the author’s opposition to the proposed reforms  
about 15% of the additional text described the proposed legislation as a backward step, or called for proper 

implementation of current laws, or called for stronger laws  
about 15% of the authors who included additional text felt the reforms prioritised financial or economic gain over 

environmental health and did not support this prioritisation, indicating the reforms would fail to provide for the 
needs of future generations  

about 3% of the additional text was critical of the Government’s leadership on environmental issues or called for 
greater consultation on the reforms.  

Who made the submissions?  
The 7166 submissions have been categorised as follows:  

6632 from individual members of the public  
67 from NSW Government advisory and representative bodies, including 46 from local government  
91 from business and industry groups (housing, 

property, development and mining industries, 
environmental consultants)  

48 from wildlife groups and wildlife commercial 
operators  

101 from environment groups  
150 from the farming sector (farmers, farming 

businesses, representative bodies)  
27 from scientists and researchers  
50 from community groups. 

This report provides a summary of the issues raised in submissions.  

This report does not provide the NSW Government’s response to the issues raised in submissions.  

How many submissions were received?  
A total of 7166 submissions were received, including approximately 6000 form submissions.  

Some stakeholder groups ran campaigns or provided resources to support form submissions. For example, the 
largest of these campaigns, the ‘Stand up for Nature’ campaign, generated over 5000 submissions (more than 70% 
of all submissions).  

All submissions have been analysed, including form submissions. Any additional or unique comments included in 
standard form submissions were also analysed.  

Overview of issues raised in the ‘Stand Up for Nature’ campaign submissions  

‘Stand Up for Nature’ is an alliance of conservation groups dedicated to protecting nature in New South Wales. 
Members include: the Nature Conservation Council of NSW, World Wildlife Fund, NSW Wildlife Information Rescue 
and Education Service, Total Environment Centre, Humane Society, National Trust, National Parks Association of 
NSW, Sydney Wildlife, the Colong Foundation for Wilderness, Birdlife Australia and the Wilderness Society.  

Over 5150 people lodged a submission through the Stand up for Nature website (www.standupfornature.org. au). An 
additional 200 campaign submissions were received via post or email.  

The Stand up for Nature submissions were based on standard text that expressed opposition to the draft proposals 
and called for a commitment to stronger biodiversity laws. Submissions voiced concerns that the proposed changes 
would increase land clearing, carbon pollution, push wildlife closer to the brink of extinction and undermine the 
sustainability of farmland.  
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NSW Land Management and Biodiversity Conservation Reforms (Cont’d) 

9.3 Risk-based framework for managing wildlife interactions  
The Biodiversity Conservation Bill proposes a new risk-based approach to managing wildlife interactions that will 
protect native plants and animals, establish minimum standards of animal care and maximise public safety.  

Level of interest  
2% of the submissions received commented on the proposed framework for managing wildlife interactions.  

Key points raised by stakeholders  
Concerns about a risk-based approach to regulating wildlife interactions  

Most submissions on this issue were concerned about the proposed move from a wildlife licensing system to a risk-
based framework. Stakeholders were concerned that there would be less oversight and compliance, a reduced skill 
base for carers and reduced monitoring and reporting.  

Environment groups and wildlife groups felt that changes to wildlife licensing would mean less oversight.  
Relaxing licencing provisions as they exist today in our view will lead to an increase in harm to and illegal sales of 
native fauna. (NSW Wildlife Council) 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast opposed any fundamental change to the method of authorising or opera ng wildlife rehabilita on 
services in New South Wales.  

It is our conviction that all necessary improvements could and should be made within the existing framework. We see 
no evidence to suggest that a fundamental shift in the sector is needed, but we perceive a real risk that changes that 
are not supported by well-established organisations, will negatively impact on the cost effectiveness and quality of 
services delivered by Wildlife Rehabilitation service providers in NSW. (Wildlife Rescue South Coast) 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast was at the Schools Environment Day at Lake Alexandra, Mittagong, on Tuesday 
18 October. As you can see from the above photo it was a beautiful day for this type of event. Students were 
in small groups and moved around the different displays throughout the day. They were very interested in the 
snake display and the information provided by Ian, Sam, Woody, Shirley and Valda. 

Review WRSC Cathy Jaye & Photo © WRSC Valda Fielding 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast was seen at…. 
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Congratulations…. 
2016 NSW Wildlife Council grant winners 

The winners of the NWC 2016 rehabilitation grants have been announced. The winners are: 

1st Christine Parkes – Snowy Mountains Wildlife Rescue-LAOKO 
Three demountable and relocatable multi-purpose steel, wire and iron enclosures for housing of possums, small wombats, 
quolls, birds and small pouched macropods. 

2nd Julie Shean, Australian Seabird Rescue 
Sea and Shore Bird enclosure of approximately 82m and materials to make catching equipment for smaller sea/shore birds. 
This new enclosure would more equitably share the work of rehabilitations of up to 25 sea/shore birds each month in this 
coastal region. 

3rd Rowan Wigmore, Northern Rivers Wildlife Carers 
Custom Built 2m x 1.2 m x .5m reptile enclosure for short or long term care due to injury, police confiscation, etc.  The 
enclosure will be fitted with heaters, lights and a thermostat.  The facility is needed to provide optimum care regime for 
rehabilitation of all reptiles. 

4th Philip and Belinda Donovan, Wildlife Rescue South Coast 
40m x 30m x 1.5m Wombat Enclosure to house up to 15 Common or Bare-nosed Wombats per annum. 

Grant funds are sought to assist towards the cost of this enclosure which totals $16407.00 

5th Carole-Ann McGarry, Hunter Wildlife Rescue-NATF 
Pre-built enclosure to provide an extension to an existing Brushtail and Ringtail Possum rehabilitation/release facility. The 
extension of 2mx1mx2m will improve capacity for rehabilitation of more than one species simultaneously and at different 
development stages. 

146 North Street Berry NSW 2535 http://www.berrymensshed.com.au/ 024464 3956  

Tuesday & 
Thursday 

9.30am to 4pm 
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Member’s Profile 

Alexandra Seddon, founder and patron of Potoroo Palace 

How did Potoroo Palace begin? 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 

I had been a  farmer since 1975, and a wildlife carer since 1990.  In 2006 another wildlife carer said  to me,  ʺYellow 

Pinch Wildlife Park is for sale. All the animals are dying. We have to do something.ʺ I had always hated zoos and 

animals being  in cages, but  the  thought of all  the animals dying was  too much. My mother had died a  few years 

before and I had inherited some shares from her. I sold them and bought the Park (after 8 months of getting through 

DPI red tape, trying to convince them that wildlife carers are capable of more than just cuddling animals). 

It had such a bad name by then, having deteriorated badly over the previous 7 years, that it seemed best to change 

the name and begin again. So  it became Potoroo Palace. Now  it  is a  charity.  It belongs  to no one and  cannot be 

bought or sold. Or you could say, it belongs to the animals. 

Zoos normally exchange animals amongst themselves. My feeling was that any animal fit for release should not be in 

a zoo.  I would rather provide homes  for ones who were unreleasable, but able  to have happy  lives  in a protected 

environment.  

During  the first  few years at PP, my  friend Lorraine  rang  to  tell me  that  she had a male koala  that was deemed 

unreleasable by the vet. His collar bone and wrist had been broken when he was hit by a car. The vet felt that she 

could mend them, but that he might not survive back in the wild. Lorraine asked, ʺWill you take him?ʺ I said, ʺWell 

we are not going to let him be put down if he is able to lead a happy life.ʺ 

It  took  about  six months  of  dealing with NPWS Head Office, Vets  and DPI,  but we  finally  got  the  paperwork 

through! Blinky  came  to us. He mated with Susie, our 18 year old  female. Their offspring  is Sapphire. Sapphire, 

having local genes, is highly valued by our local NPWS koala people for breeding for release. A young unreleasable 

male with local genes may breed with her. There is much excitement. 

This was our first time to get through all the red tape. It is still a battle each time and often it is very discouraging. 

Nevertheless we have been able to do it many times now and provide homes and happy lives for many unreleasable 

wildlife from Wildlife Rescue South Coast e.g. Luna the albino Echidna from Rhonda; Gerry the Gippsland Water 

Dragon given to us by Gerry and Berry the Tawny Frogmouth rescued by Jenny plus several others.  

Whenever  we  get  depressed  or  confused  in  all 

this, we  just  keep  reminding  ourselves: Our first 

priority is Welfare of the Animal. After that comes 

Education of the Public. Only in third place comes 

coping with all the paperwork. So we do not give 

up! 

Left: This is Kenzi, attacked by a dog and blind as 

a  result. After  some  time   with  a  carer,  deemed 

unreleasable. She now lives with Dama, a Ringtail 

who  lost  half  his  tail  to  an  owl.  They  curl  up 

together. 

Alexandra 

(Photo supplied) 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. thank Potoroo Palace 
for being one of our 2017 calendar sponsors 

Potoroo Palace is located at 2372 Princes Highway, Yellow Pinch (Merimbula), NSW 
9km North of Merimbula, 30km North of Eden, 11km North of Pambula, 23 km South of Bega 

Potoroo Palace is open 7 days per week throughout the year from 10am to 4pm. Closed Christmas Day. 
Potoroo Palace is a not-for-profit organisation passionate about caring for the Earth. 

http://www.potoroopalace.com  
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27 November 2016 
8.30am to 12.30pm 

Bermagui Hand & Homemade Market  
Dickson Park, Bermagui 

Last Sunday of every month 

4 December 2016 
8am to 12pm 

Candelo Market 
First Sunday of every month 

We were kindly invited by Yallah TAFE to be involved in their Open Day 
on Saturday 22 October.  The weather left a little to be desired, but it 
was a lovely day nonetheless and we had lots of very interested people 
eager to see and hear about Winston the WRSC educational flying fox, 
and Ian’s snake display. 
The TAFE held a cake stall, raffle and sausage sizzle, and all proceeds 
from these were generously donated to us.  Gerry was the lucky winner 
of the raffle – a great-looking hamper!  Thanks to Gerry, Janine, Woody, 
Sam and Cathy, Carly, Ian and Shirley and of course everyone at the 
TAFE.  It was a most enjoyable day (if a bit on the chilly side). 

Our regular market stalls are 
selling the 2017 calendar…. 

Review & Photos © WRSC Cathy Jaye 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast was seen at…. 

12 November 2016 
8am to 1pm 

Bowral Public School Markets 
Boolwey Street, Bowral 

2nd Saturday of each month 

 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast is back  

at the speedway! 

19 November & 3 December 2016 

7, 21 & 28 January 2017  

to help operate the  

Nowra Speedway canteen.  

Hours are 3.30pm until 9.30pm with various duties including preparing 
food, selling and operating the BBQ. It’s a fun evening and could 
potentially bring in a lot of funds for our wildlife as a percentage of the 
profits from the night go to WRSC. 

Please contact  
Ian Usher 0408 216 467 

or Jenny Packwood 0418 497 345  
if you can help out on any or all nights. 
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A facebook page that may interest… 
https://www.facebook.com/Shoalhaven-Beekeepers-Association-344121209110586/ 

Shoalhaven 
Beekeepers 
Association 

Birds, bees and bugs: your garden is an ecosystem,  
and it needs looking after  

http://theconversation.com/birds-bees-and-bugs-your-garden-is-an-ecosystem-and-it-needs-looking-after-65226 
September 27, 2016 5.49am AEST 

Manu Saunders  
Post-doctoral Research Fellow (Ecology), Charles Sturt University  

Disclosure	statement	
Manu Saunders is affiliated with the Institute for Land Water & Society and is co-founder of the Wild Pollinator Count.  
As the weather warms and days lengthen, your attention may be turning to that forgotten patch of your backyard. This week 
we’ve asked our experts to share the science behind gardening. So grab a trowel and your green thumbs, and dig in. 
 
Whether you live in an urban apartment or a rural homestead, your outdoor area is more than just a private space. Ecologically, a 
garden is another jigsaw piece in the landscape. Whatever their size, gardens can contribute to natural functions and processes in 
the local area, such as regulating water drainage, buffering the damaging effects of strong winds, or providing food and shelter 
for native wildlife.  

Many wildlife species survive in urban areas, but their presence and persistence depend on how specific their food and shelter 
needs are, how they respond to disturbances, and the quality and quantity of other green spaces in the landscape. For larger 
animals, such as birds and mammals, a home garden could become a stepping stone across an otherwise hostile urban landscape. 
For smaller animals, such as insects, it could be the centre of their home range. 

In urban areas, where space is often limited, gardening with pollinators in mind is a simple way to encourage biodiversity in the 
backyard. And, depending on the surrounding landscape, habitat for pollinators will also be habitat for other animals.  

Native plants are an ideal option for attracting native pollinator insects and 
birds, but many garden exotics, especially herbs, fruit and vegetable plants, 
are just as popular. Modern hybrid varieties should be chosen carefully, as 
some are bred for commercial fruit or flower traits (like size or colour), but 
the flowers lack the nectar or scent cues that attract pollinators looking for 
food. 

Build it and they will come 
The structure and design of a garden can determine what wildlife species 
will visit or make a home. Vertical structure, built from multiple layers of 
different plant heights, provides more spaces for wildlife to co-exist. Small 
plants and shrubs provide good shelter for insects and very small birds, 
while larger trees will attract visits from more mobile birds and mammals.  

Large trees with rough or shedding bark that creates lots of cracks and 
crevices are excellent shelter for insects and small lizards. Trees that 
produce resins and sap flows, such as conifers, acacias and eucalypts, are 
also useful for some native bee and wasp species that use resin to seal their 
nest cells.  

Insect hotels can provide homes for insects that usually nest in dead wood. 
But only a small proportion of the world’s bee species are wood-nesters. 
About 75% of bee species dig their nests into the ground, usually in sandy, 
uncompacted soil, preferably on a slope that won’t get waterlogged. ©RA 2016 
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The	Wombat	Protection	Society	
of	Australia		

is	pleased	to	announce	a	 conference	
to	further	knowledge,	update	understanding	and	develop	

strategies	for	the	protection	and	preservation	of	

WOMBATS	IN	AUSTRALIA	
Research,	knowledge	and	policies	regarding	wombats	

will	be	brought	up	to	date	and	 published	as	
conference	proceedings.	

The	conference	will	be	based	at	the	
Panthers	Leagues	Club	PENRITH	NSW	

18	&	19	MARCH	2017	
Papers,	Forums,	Workshops	and	Displays	will	be	

presented	from	across	 Australia.	

The	conference	will	create	opportunities	to	develop	
ongoing	networks	to	 address	major	issues	affecting	

wombats.	

Telephone:	02	63593175		
Mail:	PO	Box	40	Lithgow	2790	NSW	Australia	 	

Email:	info@wombatprotection.org.au	
Web:	www.wombatprotection.org.au	

Birds, bees and bugs: your garden is an ecosystem,  
and it needs looking after (Cont’d) 

Managing	gardens	as	ecosystems	
Many wildlife don’t like regular disturbances, which is why 
urban areas can be intimidating environments for animals. It 
can be hard to balance human needs with the habitat needs of 
wildlife. Many actions that minimise risks for humans can have 
the opposite effect for wildlife.  

For example, pollinators generally prefer open grassy areas to 
dark forested areas. In urban environments, grassed areas are 
often mown regularly for human recreational and safety needs. 
This affects the availability of flowers for pollinators and also 
affects the persistence of these plant species. Mowing less 
often and outside peak flowering times can make a big 
difference for plants and pollinators. 

Similarly, large old trees are homes to myriad animals. Unless 
they pose a very real risk of danger to human lives, pruning 
overhanging branches can be better for the local ecosystem 
than removing the whole tree.  

Wildlife are rarely deterred by fences, so it is likely that most 
of the animals you see in your yard are also using your 
neighbours’ yards. Managing gardens as a collective landscape, 
rather than individual gardens, can keep wildlife happy while 
also enhancing neighbourhood communication. 

©RA 2016 

This is an extract. 
Our articles are licensed under Creative 

Commons Attribution-NoDerivatives 4.0 
International (CC BY-ND 4.0) 

A E-book you may be interested in…. 
A	Little	Wombat	Called	Maggie	
by	Indi	Dennis,	Illustrated	by	Fiona	Saxton		

https://store.kobobooks.com/en‐us/ebook/a‐little‐wombat‐called‐maggie	

Synopsis	

This is Maggie's story. 

Maggie is a Bare-nosed Wombat 
joey who was rescued, raised and 
released by Mr and Mrs Joe. 

Your purchase of "Maggie" will 
support author Indi Dennis' wildlife 
rehabilitation work.  

You can see more at 
www.fourthcrossingwildlife.com. 

------------------------------- 
Reviewed by Jackie French, author "Diary of a Wombat" 
"A magical story that is based on deep love and profound 
knowledge of the care and needs and habits of baby wombats. 

So many books treat 'real wombats' as characters who do 
things like stare long distances or travel out in the sunlight all 
day. Simply written, this superb book will give all who read it 
a true and wondrous insight into life with a small, stubborn 
but irresistible marsupal. 

Kids will love it - a wonderful introduction into the world of 
wombats." 

Jackie French 
Author, Diary of a Wombat 
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The International Mammalogical Congress is the premier international mammal conference. It provides 
an important forum for professional mammalogists wishing to remain updated on the latest marine and 
terrestrial mammal conservation topics, research concepts and techniques. Prominent international 
speakers will provide fresh perspectives on current topics relevant to mammal research and 
management. 

The theme of IMC12 is Advances in mammalogy in a changing world, encouraging discussion of 
emerging themes, future challenges and novel solutions in mammal biology, conservation and 
management. The event will attract more than 800 delegates, bringing together practitioners involved in 
research, biology, conservation and management of mammals throughout the world.  

For more information please visit our website: http://www.promaco.com.au/IMC12/ 

Tularemia 
6 October 2016 

Tularemia is a rare disease caused by bacteria that is 
usually acquired from the bite of infected ticks or deer flies, 
or from handling infected animals. Using insect repellent 
and wearing long sleeves, pants and socks and wearing 
gloves when handling dead animals can prevent infection in 
affected areas. 

Current Issue 

 Tularaemia (Francisella tularensis) has been confirmed for 
the first time in Australian animals. 

 A new method of testing has resulted in a diagnosis of 
tularaemia (Francisella tularensis) infection in two ringtail 
possums that died in separate clusters in 2002 and 2003. 

 This finding is not unexpected given that there have been 
reported human cases of tularaemia in Australia, including one 
case in Darwin in 2003 and two separate cases in Tasmania 
from 2011. 

Worldwide, tularaemia can affect a wide range of mammals 
including rabbits, hares, rodents and wildlife. It may cause 
acute blood poisoning (septicaemia) and sudden death in these 
species. 

Overseas, tularaemia has been shown to spread to humans who 
have direct contact with sick animals or direct contact with 
water or tissues contaminated by sick animals or via tick or 
insect bites. For information on symptoms in humans please 
refer to the NSW Health factsheet. 

Advice to the public re sick or dead wildlife 

Tularaemia may cause infection in humans but this is extremely 
rare in Australia. 

 Avoid touching sick or dead wildlife. 

 People who find sick, injured or orphaned wildlife should 
contact a local wildlife care organisation. 

If you must handle wildlife, wear gloves and make sure the 
animal is well restrained. 
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/content/biosecurity/animal/humans/tularaemia 

© State of New South Wales through NSW Department of Industry 

Thank you…. 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast would like to say, a 
big thank you to Maliak for the wonderful 
donation. Your lovely and caring contribution will 
go towards buying special milk formula for 
orphaned mammals. 

Photo supplied © WRSC Fiona Kelleher 
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Possums & Gliders 
Debbie Colbert 

W ildlife Rescue South Coast currently have 80 possums 
and gliders being cared for by some wonderful 

volunteers. We rescued 86 throughout the month of October, 
sadly this reflected the destruction of habitat and increasing 
volumes of traffic they are subjected to. It doesn't include the 
actions of our volunteers with helping remove possums from 
roof spaces or caught in tricky places like down chimneys, we 
probably get at least one call a day regarding issues like these. 

Please spare a thought and make your garden and home possum 
friendly. They don't need feeding just somewhere dry and safe 
to sleep during the day.  

1. Check out our website under the ‘Wildlife info’ tab is a page on ‘Nest boxes’ as well as ‘Build a 
possum box.’ If not a handyperson visit your local Men’s Shed to see if they sell possum boxes. 

 http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/ 
 http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/nest-boxes.html 
 http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/build-a-possum-box.html 

 

2. Keep vegie gardens enclosed so you can still enjoy your vegies.  

3. Keep your roof in good order. An adult brushtail can get through a hole the size of a small woman's 
fist and smaller. 

I'd like to extend a huge ‘thank you’ to the group's hotline volunteers and carers who do this for the love of 
animals and with their own funds. Donations go to vet bills, medications and subsidising milk for the huge 
numbers of orphans needing our care. 

Fluffy  
Sam and I received a callout for a Thorny Devil that had stowed away in a swag when a Dapto couple were on a camping 
trip through Central Australia. 

When they came home and were unpacking, they found the little fella.  Not having used this particular swag on the trip 
after all, they had no idea where they had picked him up and therefore how long he had been without food, water and 
appropriate heat. 

I brought him home and set him up, starting the process of finding out 
what to do with him next. 

It was very exciting to have him with us for a few days – I am sure 
that the opportunity won’t be arising again any time soon.  He was 
just perfect – beautiful colours and markings and the cutest little tiny 
face. 

Sadly, he didn’t survive.  It turns out these little guys are extremely 
fussy when it comes to what they will eat – only certain species of 
little black ants will do, and they can eat a thousand or so of them 
daily. 

It was amazing to have had him in care, but very sad that he isn’t still 
out there, where he belongs, somewhere in the centre of Australia.  

WRSC Cathy Jaye. 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Wildlife Food for Carers 

Don’t forget we sell a variety of Biolac &  Wombaroo milks,  

 Insectapro, Neocare, Honeyeater, and other items for wildlife care  

Enquiries to:  

Jenny, Judy, Debbie, Fiona & Kerstin – Central & Highlands 

Marie – Far South Coast 
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WRSC support the ‘I want my Mum’ campaign 

Chicks and fledglings who are just learning to fly often find themselves in trouble. Sometimes they are 
injured or they may simply be exhausted from their first flight and end up on the ground. Some such as 
magpies and tawny frogmouths actually leave the nest and naturally spend many days on the ground 
before flying. If you do find a chick on the ground, call Wildlife Rescue South Coast for assessment 
advice. In most cases, it is best left to be looked after by its parents, who do a much better job than we 
can! 

Please remember to always write down the exact location of where the bird was found as most birds are 
territorial and if they come into care will need to be returned back to their home area when released. 
For more information on what you can do to help an injured bird please visit: 

http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/birds.html 

Spring is here and summer is around the 
corner……. 

That not only means Christmas but holidays 
so what better time to see our native wildlife 
out and about and ready to be photographed 
to be a star in the 2018 calendar?  

WRSC members can email their images to 
newsletter@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

Reminder: all images must be provided as  
1 to 5 MB jpegs by Sunday 30 April 2017 
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Inexorable: SHOT! 
Submitted by Betty Spilsted (Australian Seabird Rescue & Wildlife Rescue South Coast member) 

Australian Seabird Rescue (ASR) South Coast team member, Lisa, was asked to look out for a pelican (at Greenwell Point) 
which had a lot of fishing line around the legs and was having trouble walking. Whilst looking for this bird Lisa spotted a 
female pelican with holes on both sides of her pouch and a nasty wound to her head. 

Having already met Lisa half way to collect a big male with a swollen leg that she and ASR member Clare had caught and 
were bringing him back to Wollongong, we decided if she caught the female with the holes we would ask our good mate 
Judy at Pyree who is with Wildlife Rescue South Coast (WRSC) to babysit her overnight. 

Well, Lisa, caught the bird and Judy ‘baby sat’ her and kindly transported her half way to Wollongong for ASR team 
member, Julie, to go down and collect her next morning. 

Great team work all round and thank you everyone. 

The bird has now had an operation to repair the damage, but, WHY!   The injuries were confirmed by the vet to be a 
BULLET!  What sort of satisfaction could this lowest form of humanity get out of shooting a harmless, defenceless 
creature.  The pelican will recover but it should never have happened and one shudders at the cruelty of this warped mind 
for cheap thrills. 

By the way, Lisa, went back and caught the original bird having trouble walking – fixed him up and released him.  Well 
done, Lisa, three birds in one morning. Thank you again, Judy (WRSC) for housing the bird overnight and to Julie (ASR & 
WRSC) for collecting her.  She is now in care for 10 days with stitches that need to heal. 

Once again, if anyone sees or hears of cruelty against our wildlife both aquatic and terrestrial, even if you think it is a false 
alarm, please contact the Police and Australian Seabird Rescue or Wildlife Rescue South Coast who will rescue the animal. 
We would rather go to ten false alarms than one dead creature. 

Fauna Rehabilitation 
Survey 

 
Launch of this online survey is Thursday 10 
November and all volunteers will have the chance 
to have their say until the survey closes on 
Sunday 11 December 2016.  
The survey is for all people who volunteer in the 
sector and your input will be confidential.  
If you don’t have internet access and would like to 
participate, please tell WRSC Secretary Jenny you 
will need a paper copy of the survey and NPWS will 
arrange one to be sent to you.  

8 December 
Bunnings South Nowra 

Snakes n Ladders 

 

 

 
 

147/167 Princes Hwy, South Nowra 
5.30 to 7pm 
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The Common or Eastern Wallaroo 

Fiona Kelleher, WRSC Macropod Co-ordinator  

Photo © WRSC Gavin Swan 

Contrary to some popular belief a Wallaroo is not a cross between 
a kangaroo and a wallaby. The Common or Eastern Wallaroo is a 
distinct species of macropod (Macropus Robustus) meaning robust 
long- foot, although characteristics are a combination of both 
which may have resulted in this popular misconception. 

The Eastern Wallaroo is a common macropod with the males 
reaching 46kg being almost twice the size of the female 25kg.  In 
addition to the size contrast the sexes also differ greatly in 
appearance.  Male wallaroos are much darker in colour, almost 
black sometimes with markings around the jaw, compared to the 
light grey colour and pale underneath of the female. These 
differences can make them look almost like a different species. 

A distinct feature of the Wallaroo is its loud hissing noise which is 
reflected in the joeys coming into care being named “miss hissy 
fit” and the likes. 

The Wallaroo is mostly solitary but can been seen grazing in 
groups in highly populated areas. They rest during the day and 
become active at early dusk eating grasses and shrubs.  

A male Eastern Wallaroo features on the cover of the 2017 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast calendar and the pair feature 
on the month of December. All photos were taken by 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast members and feature wildlife 
found within Wildlife Rescue South Coast’s licensed 
National Parks and Wildlife Service area.  

The calendar price still remains at a reasonable $10 (plus 
postage) and is available to buy at the many and varied 
stockists throughout the Illawarra, Shoalhaven and South 
Coast, the various markets and events WRSC attend or  
order yours today online via our website home page 
www.wildlife-rescue.org.au by clicking on the calendar 
cover. We accept PayPal or credit card. To order and pay 
by direct transfer email payments@wildlife-rescue.org.au  

  Scientific classification 

Kingdom: Animalia 
Phylum: Chordata 
Class: Mammalia 
Infraclass: Marsupialia 
Order: Diprotodontia 
Family: Macropodidae 
Genus: Macropus 
Species: 
M. robustus 

Binomial name 
Macropus robustus 
Gould, 1841 

Subspecies 
M. r. erubescens 
M. r. isabellinus 
M. r. robustus 
M. r. woodwardi' 
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