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Please Help Us Help Wildlife  
This beautifully produced calendar features a different native animal each month from Wildlife Rescue 

South Coast licensed NPWS area, from gliders, kangaroos and bats, to wrens, wombats, frogs and skinks. 
Each month has a large, clear area for you to jot down those important events and times.  

Selling for $10 each* all profits go directly to Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc.  

Buy yours NOW! 
Visit http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/ to order and pay by PayPal or credit card. 

*Postage is separate cost. 

WILDLIFE RESCUE SOUTH COAST INC E W 
S N October 2014 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc  
PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541 

    
NPWS Licence No: MWL000100253  |  ABN 49 616 307 526   

 E: info@wildlife-rescue.org.au  |  W: www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 
0418 427 214 Wollongong to Batemans Bay | 0417 238 921 Mogo to Victorian Border 
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Congratulations to the winners of  the 
S e p t e m b e r  R A F F L E  

1st. Jasmin Brett - ‘Woodbine Park Eco Cabins’ (Merimbula) voucher for 3 nights 
accommodation for up to 6 people. Value $500 (approx.)  

2nd. Rick from Kangaroo Valley - A unique handmade “Rare Bag” – made from recycled, 
rescued and remnant fabrics. Value $120.  

LIFE AT THE PALACE 
Lea Pinker (Potoroo Palace Staff/Director ) 

A ‘Puggle’ is a baby Echidna and just recently one was discovered in a local man’s compost pile! She was small, grey and soft 
and very vulnerable. The man who found this tiny creature (affectionately named “Piffle”) did not want to risk predators 
finding her, by leaving her there just in case the mother returned, and so contacted Potoroo Palace for assistance. 

September is normally gestation time for echidnas, followed by a short incubation period after which the egg usually hatches 
in October. It is held in place by flaps of skin on the mother’s belly and soon begins to suckle on her “milk patch’ until the 
spines begin to develop. Still blind and too large to carry it is left in a short burrow where she returns to nurse it every 5 or 6 
days. 

When “Piffle” was brought to Potoroo Palace she still had her eyes closed. It became obvious that the most specialised carer 
was required for this case and arrangements were promptly made with a Wildlife Rescue South Coast carer in Nowra and a 
half way meet in Moruya occurred for a pick- up of the “Piffle”. 

Because of this carer’s great success with the rescue and recovery of 
“Luna”, Potoroo Palace’s albino echidna resident, when she was found 
in the wild nearly 5 years ago, malnourished, dehydrated, sunburnt and 
unable to fend off attacking birds, staff have great faith that this little 
puggle is in the best hands possible.  

A rescued puggle may not need feeding immediately but will in due 
course need to be fed a special milk formula by an experienced carer. 
Echidnas need to be kept cool and a rescued adult may only be 
traumatised, and if seen to be trying to escape should be released in its 
home territory as soon as possible. Staff are excited because “Piffle” is 
healthy and active and showed signs of hunger with a strong will to 
survive. 

Footnote: ‘Piffle’ was renamed ‘Saffron’ after coming into WRSC care. Sadly 
Saffron (76g) didn’t survive and the carer was told puggles under 100g don’t 
have a good survival record.  Saffron © WRSC Rhonda Parker 

Taronga Bird Festival 

The Taronga Bird Festival takes place between 

29 September and 31 October 2014 and is a 

celebration of birds in all their forms. It’s an 

opportunity to showcase some of the wonderful 

ways that they enrich our lives. Birds offer us 

beauty and wonder in our increasingly urbanised 

world, and the Festival lets us reconnect with 

the awe and fascination that they bring. Join our 

celebration and re-visit the wonder of birds. 

http://taronga.org.au/bird-festival 
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Birds North 
(Wollongong, Southern Highlands, 
Kiama, Nowra) 
Judy Bailey ....................... 4423 2295 

0407 946 173 
judith.bailey4@bigpond.com 

Birds South 
(Bay and Basin, Sussex, Batemans 
Bay, Moruya, Southern Tablelands) 
Jenny Packwood ........... 0418 497 345 

packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Flying Foxes and Microbats 

Gerry Hawkins ............. 0414 931 452 
batsgalore@shoalhaven.net.au  

Macropods 

Kim Goodsell ................... 4422 4453 
0488 996 604 

kimgoodsell.kg@gmail.com 

Possums and Gliders 

Debbie Colbert ................. 4441 5948 
0403 305 948 

colbertd@westnet.com.au 

Raptors  

Jenny Packwood .......... 0418 497 345 

packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Reptiles, Snakes, & Amphibians 

Jane Mills ......................... 4421 7883 
0407 297 264 

janemills@shoalhaven.net.au 

Small Mammals and Echidnas 

Rhonda Parker .................. 4448 3414 
billrhon1@bigpond.com 

Threatened Species 

Jenny Packwood .......... 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Wombats 

Shirley Lack ..................... 4443 4877 
0438 434 877 

babywombats@bigpond.com 

 

Co-Ord in Training  ......... Lyn Obern   

SHOALHAVEN SPECIES CO-ORDINATORS  

18 & 19 October 2014  
VENOMOUS SNAKE HANDLING COURSE 

Unit 1, 2 Gresham Way, Bomaderry 
(Bratan Engineering)  

with 

John Mostyn  
2 Day Course Cost - $60 per person 

Registration - 8.30 am                 Concludes – 4.00 pm 

Payable in advance by  Direct Debit to Wildlife Rescue South Coast   
BSB: 641 800 Account: 045 108 382 

Reference: Surname & Snakes 
Are you new to the world of snakes - come and be taught by one of Australia’s most experience snake handlers. Are 
you an experienced handler - this is a not to be missed opportunity for you to refresh those skills and/or keep the 
training records current. 

This is a specialised hands-on ‘Catch and Release’ Course aimed at teaching the skills needed to safely handle and 
rescue venomous snakes. It will also cover how to remove them from difficult situations and techniques for 
identifying different species, transporting, releasing and basic husbandry.  

John has over 12 years experience in the zoological industry specialising in venomous snakes. Presently, John is the 
head of the venom department at the Australian Reptile Park (Gosford).  

Manuals (approx $120) plus snake bags & hooks  
for sale on the day (cash only) 

Morning & Afternoon Tea provided                    BYO Lunch and a chair 
Bookings & enquiries can be made to  

Jenny Packwood WRSC Education Co-ordinator  Mobile: 0418 497 345 Email: packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 
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New technology to help monitor koala movements 
NSW Country Hour  

Emma Brown 

Updated 16 Sep 2014, 2:11pm 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-09-16/new-tracker-to-help-monitor-koala-movements/5746726 

Imagine trekking through the bush for hours on end, enormous antenna in one hand, hunting for Australia's sleepiest marsupial.  

Those days may be a thing of the past, as a new tracking device has been developed which will allow researchers to collect more 
data from a greater distance.  

With the koala now listed as a vulnerable species, the fight to preserve them and find out what is killing them has taken a 
technological twist.  

Engineer Simon Blyth, originally from Inverell in the north west of New South Wales, has led a team in creating a new tracking 
device to collect data on koalas. 

The design is a finalist in the Sydney Engineering Excellence Awards and Mr Blyth says it will help in the fight to save 
Australia's famous furry fauna.  

He says data gathered includes mating patterns, physical movements and if the animal has died.  

"It's like an episode of NCIS, you've got to go there and find the body and if you find the body a week later, it's too long, it's 
been eaten by animals or it's degraded, you've got to really be able to get there within that 12 or 24 hours," he said.  

"This device is continually monitoring and you can just zoom in on a iPad to find where they all are." 

Mr Blyth says his organisation was commissioned by a researcher who wanted to see new technologies applied to tracking 
devices.  

He says the design has been specifically created for koalas, with the bulk of the device on the back of the neck and not 
interfering with a koalas preference for resting its chin on its chest. 

 

He hopes it will help secure their future. 

"It means they can get some more insight in to what's going 
wrong so; dog attacks, urbanisation, loss of habitat and a 
number of different diseases and viruses, are all killing 
koalas," he said.  

"Without knowing it's hard to develop interventions; ways 
and strategies to deal with this so that we don't get to the 
point where koalas become endangered and extinct. 

"The idea is that with this additional data and the ability to 
get there and carry out an autopsy quickly, we can then 
understand what those interventions should be." 

A facebook site that may interest… 
https://www.facebook.com/wildlifephotographics 

The  Eden Whale  Festival  has  markets,  live  music 

and  stage  performances,  educational  stalls,  whale 

watching and a whole lot more. 

http://www.edenwhalefestival.com.au/  

V isit ‘Woody’ at the Bowral Public School 
Markets 2nd Saturday of each month 

8am to 1pm.  

http://www.bowralpsmarket.com/ 

1 and 2 November 

2014 
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Shoalhaven Heads  

Spring Fair 
Thank you to  

Erin, Ian, Lindsay and Trista for their hard work. 

Sunday 21 September 2014 

All photos © WRSC Fiona Kelleher 
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2014/2015 COMMITTEE 

President 

Jo Evans ...................................................... 0411 500 621 
jevans@accsoft.com.au 

Vice President 
Dusty Jones ................................................ 0423 958 059 

snakeremovals@live.com 

Treasurer 
Joy Weatherall ................................................ 4443 3272 

0417 677 917 
noddysview@bigpond.com 

Secretary  
Lindsay Francis .......................................... 0417 228 478 

lindsayfrancis@hotmail.com 

General Committee  

Debbie Colbert  ............................................... 4441 5948 
0403 305 948 

colbertd@westnet.com.au 

Kim Goodsell ................................................... 4422 4453 
0488 996 604 

kimgoodsell.kg@gmail.com 

Nikki Hunter .............................................. 0450 077 747 
n.e.hunter@hotmail.com 

Jenny Packwood ......................................... 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Richard Woodman  
(Woody) .......................................................... 4885 2008 

0412 002 400 
richard.woodman7000@gmail.com 

 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast General Meetings start at 7pm 
Library Annex, 10 Berry Street, Nowra 

Refreshments provided 

 
 
 

  5 November Committee Meeting 
12 November General Meeting 
  3 December Committee Meeting 
10 December General Meeting 

G revilleas are among the most popular of  all garden plants. 
‘Robyn Gordon’ (pictured) is one of  the most frequently planted shrubs in Australian gardens. 

Their popularity comes from their willingness to flower and flower and flower. They are also excellent choices to 
bring in the birds and butterflies. One of the best times to prune your grevilleas is in the spring. The reason for 
pruning in spring is that the plants are coming into active growth and producing healthy new shoots. Whilst you 
may lose a few blooms the grevillea will recover really quickly and before you know it, you'll have lots of new 
flowers. If you do remove a few flowers, pick them to use in a vase as a flower arrangement.  

When the plants are young, they benefit greatly from tip pruning. 
Left unpruned Grevilleas can become leggy and unattractive. Avoid 
pruning during late autumn and winter, as you may remove flowers 
which are providing food for birds and insects when other sources are 
scarce.  

A lot of people are allergic to contact with grevillea foliage and 
flowers so if you are one of those people wear a long sleeve shirt, 
pants, gloves and a hat with insect netting for protection and prune 
with secateurs. 

When you buy grevilleas for your garden always read the label carefully. The showy toothbrush-style grevilleas 
such as ‘Moonlight’ and ‘Sandra Gordon’ are developed from tropical species such as Grevillea banksii that have 
little cold tolerance. Some of  the most gorgeous grevilleas can also regularly die as they succumb to frost and 
cold weather. These varieties really suffer when the thermometer drops in the southern Australian winter. Even 
the popular ‘Robyn Gordon’ can be knocked around by cold conditions. 
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Common swooping birds 

All native birds are protected under the Wildlife Act 1975 and there are serious penalties for taking, harassing or 
injuring native wildlife. It is illegal to kill birds, or to interfere with their nests containing eggs or young without a permit 
or authority. If you have a particularly aggressive bird that you are concerned about, contact your local council. 

Australian Magpie 

Australian Magpies known as ‘Policemen of the bush’ are widespread and common, 
especially in suburbs and farmland. They are impressive birds with their distinctive 
black and white plumage and melodic warbling. 

Magpies are highly territorial, and have strict social order, often living in territorial 
groups. Magpies will not breed while part of the larger group. Breeding couples have 
their own territory which they rigorously defend from all threats. 

From August to October, breeding magpies build nests of sticks lined with anything 
from grass to bits of plastic and wire. They are usually built high in the gum trees. The 
eggs hatch after about 20 days, and the young spend 4 weeks in the nest before they 
fledge. Magpies are very protective of their young and may swoop on intruders if they 
feel threatened.  

Australian Magpies belong to the same family as Butcherbirds and Currawongs. 
Magpies spend a lot of time on the ground searching for seeds, insects, worms, 
spiders, lizards, mice and beetles. 

While the scourge of school-children and posties, the magpie is in fact a highly 
intelligent bird, and a favourite with many wildlife carers because of their intelligence. 

To learn more about Magpies, their history and behaviour including why they swoop, Wildlife Rescue South Coast recommends 
the books "Magpie Alert" by Darryl Jones (UNSW Press) and “Australian Magpie: Biology and Behaviour of an Unusual Songbird” 
by Professor Gisela Kaplan (reprinted 2010). 

Magpie-lark (Peewees) 

Magpie-larks look similar to Australian Magpies, however they are smaller and have more white on their feathers, especially on 
the belly. They are commonly found in urban parks and gardens. Magpie-larks breed from January to December and build a solid 
bowl for a nest made from mud and plant material. 

Magpie-lark attacks are less common, though people have been seriously injured by this species. Most attacks are only bluff, 
however some birds have been known to make contact by either scratching and pecking people's heads or eyes. 

Masked Lapwing 

Commonly called plovers, Masked Lapwings are long-legged ground birds, with a light brown 
back and white breast and belly. They are black on the head, side of the neck and flight 
feathers. Their broad wings have sharp, yellow spurs. They have a yellow ring around the eye 
and a yellow, fleshy shield on the forehead, which extends down on either side of the beak. 

Masked Lapwings live in wetlands and grassy woodlands, as well as paddocks and playing 
fields. They are also bold enough to claim suburban parks and gardens as their territory. 
Noisy early in nesting season, strongly defends its nest sites, dives at intruders and at times 
strikes with its wing spurs. They nest on the ground or on a flat roof, and swoop to protect 
eggs or their young from July to November. It is wise to give Plovers their space and stay well 
away from their young as the parents can be very aggressive. 

Noisy Miners 

Despite their moderate size, Noisy Miners aggressively attack larger birds such as hawks and kookaburras. These attacks may be 
so vigorous that most other birds are excluded from an area occupied by Noisy Miners. 

Noisy Miners are found in woodlands and open forests. They have also become well adapted to suburban situations and are a 
common sight in parks and gardens.  

Noisy Miners can be annoying because of their constant vocalizations, but their main problem is the impact they have on other 
birds. Both problems arise from a dramatic increase in their abundance resulting from the creation of favourable habitat by 
humans.  

The female constructs the nest and incubates the eggs alone, but both sexes 
will care for and feed the young birds. Additional 'helpers' also feed the young. 
Interestingly, these helpers are almost always male birds. 

For more on other common swooping birds visit the Wildlife Rescue 
South Coast website and the bird section. There are now 2 new pages 
~ Swooping birds and ‘Swoop!’ which has tips on how to protect 
yourself against swooping birds. 

http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/swooping-birds.html 

http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/swoop.html 

The website also has a new bird home page and a new page about the dangers linked with hand feeding birds 
especially lorikeets http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/please-dont-feed-the-birds.html 

© WRSC Gavin Swan 

© WRSC Robyn 
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MMR - Photographic book "Marine Mammals of Jervis Bay" 

Photographic images in this wondrous book showcase local photographer’s vision of Jervis Bay, their passion for 
marine mammals and the environment in which they live! 

Take a piece of Jervis Bay back home, show your family and friends, this could a great gift 
to give that showcases Jervis Bay and the wildlife that is in our backyard. 

40 pages, Publisher: Aquablue Paperback - 2014 

AUD $25.00 ea inc GST  
FREE postage within Australia 
Free sticker 

You can buy online at the MMR store  
http://www.marinemammalresearch.com/store/MMR_products.html 

Acknowledgements 
The author would like to acknowledge the 

traditional owners of the Jervis Bay 
region Jeringa and Wreck Bay community 

and thank the photographers:  

Richard Tadday 
Gavin Swan  

Darren Brisbane  
Marie Clout 

Paul Sheehan  
Scott Sheehan  

and Dr Michelle Lemon Blewitt  
for the amazing images.  

 
The Marine Mammal Research Unit team 
of volunteers, The University of Sydney, 
Dolphin Watch Cruises, Jervis Bay Wild 

Cruises and Jervis Bay Marine Park, 
Booderee National Park and  

The Australian Defence Force  
for their ongoing support of research 

within Jervis Bay. 

Light waste takes heavy toll on coastal life - GreenCareer 
Reproduced with Permission  Source: GreenCareer 17 September 2014  
http://www.greencareer.net.au/news/light-waste-takes-heavy-toll-on-coastal-life 

The waters off Australian beaches are suffering under a plague of plastic, as 
urban life strangles nearby fish and birds. Researchers have produced 
updated figures for the impact on coastal wildlife, as it struggles under the 
weight of modern man’s refuse. 

The new study shows three-quarters of the rubbish found off Australian 
beaches is made of plastic, and is having a dramatic effect on wildlife. 

The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) 
study covered the immense Australian coastline at intervals of about 100 
kilometres, to compile the world's largest collection of marine debris data. 
The report is part of a large marine debris research and education program 
covering three years of various projects. It was developed by Earthwatch 
Australia and CSIRO with backing from energy group Shell. 

Research so far has so far found the two main drivers of marine debris pollution to be littering and illegal 
dumping. Rubbish such as bottles, cans, bags, balloons, fishing gear and items lost or discarded at sea pose 
many hazards. They can interrupt ships’ navigation, smother coral reefs, transport invasive species, destroy 
wildlife and harm the tourism industry. Littler can kill and injure wildlife through entanglement, ingestion, an 
indirectly through the chemicals it introduces to marine ecosystems. 

The survey found turtles eat clear strips of plastic in particular, which resemble the jellyfish they normally 
survive on. CSIRO estimates that between 5,000 and 15,000 turtles have been killed in the Gulf of Carpentaria 
after becoming ensnared by derelict fishing nets. Birds, meanwhile, were found to have eaten everything from 
balloons to string. 

The study found 43 per cent of seabirds had plastic in their gut, with the Tasman Sea standing out as the region of 
highest risk. “Our analyses predict that plastics ingestion in seabirds may reach 95 per cent of all species by 
2050, given the steady increase of plastics production,” the report states. Entanglement was found to kill and 
maim turtles, whales, dolphins, dugongs, fish, crabs and crocodiles and other species. 
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The strongest creature for his size 
But least equipped for combat 
That dwells beneath Australian skies 
Is Weary Will the Wombat. 
 
He digs his homestead underground, 
He's neither shrewd nor clever; 
For kangaroos can leap and bound 
But wombats dig forever. 
 
The boundary rider's netting fence 
Excites his irritation; 
It is to his untutored sense 
His pet abomination. 

And when to pass it he desires, 
Upon his task he'll centre 
And dig a hole beneath the wires 
Through which the dingoes enter. 
 
And when to block the hole they strain 
With logs and stones and rubble, 
Bill Wombat digs it out again 
Without the slightest trouble. 
 
The boundary rider bows to fate, 
Admits he's made a blunder 
And rigs a little swinging gate 
To let Bill Wombat under. 

So most contentedly he goes 
Between his haunt and burrow: 
He does the only thing he knows, 
And does it very thorough. 

WEARY WILL by A.B. "Banjo" Paterson 

©
 W

R
SC

 Lyn O
bern 

Jaspers Brush 
 Iain & Carolyn Kerr 

Coolagolite 
 Dani Ondinea 

 Jeff Brown 

Balmoral Village 
 Roi Dadi  

 Stephanie Todd 

Bowral 
 David Brown 

 Joanne Bugden  

 Timothy Brown 

 Emma Brown 

Moss Vale 
 Harriette Conway 

Woodlands via Mittagong 
 Lucy Nias 

Exeter 

 Tam Read 

 Jiordi Read  

Lilli Pilli 
 Laura Kelly 

Cambewarra 
 Vikki Dooper 

Culburra Beach 
 Lisa Murphy 

 Fintan Murphy  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc thank Phil and Bosco 
for their continued support, cooperation and 
assistance in regard to various  financial and 
compliance matters.  

Number of current Members: 263 

Number of Authorised Carers: 135 
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Red-bellied Black Snakes  
http://australianmuseum.net.au/Red-bellied-Black-Snake/ 

Classification  

Species: porphyriacus 

Genus: Pseudechis  

Family: Elapidae 

Suborder: Serpentes 

Order: Squamata 

Subclass: Lepidosauria 

Class: Reptilia 

Subphylum: Vertebrata 

Phylum: Chordata 

Kingdom: Animalia  

Identification  

A medium-sized snake, with a moderate to robust build and head barely distinct from the neck. Dorsal head and 
body colour is uniform black, except for the snout which is often pale brown. The lowest lateral scale rows and the 
outer edge of the ventral scales are bright crimson, fading to duller red, orange or pink in the middle of the belly. In 
the north of the range the ventral colour may be greyish-pink to white. The underside of the tail is black. Body scales 
are smooth and glossy. Eyes are medium size and shadowed by an obvious brow-ridge. The iris is very dark, and the 
pupil is round. Midbody scales in 17 rows, ventrals 170-215, anal scale divided, anterior subcaudals single, posterior 
divided (occasionally all single). May be confused with the related Blue-bellied (or Spotted) Black Snake Pseudechis 
guttatus, Small-eyed Snake Cryptophis nigrescens, and Copperhead Austrelaps spp  

Habitat 

This species is usually associated with moist habitat, primarily streams, swamps and lagoons (although they may 
also be found well away from such areas), within forests, woodlands and grasslands. They also inhabit disturbed 
areas and rural properties, and are often encountered around drainage canals and farm dams. The snakes shelter in 
thick grass clumps, logs, mammal burrows and dreys, and under large rocks. Individual snakes appear to maintain a 
number of preferred shelter sites within their home range. 

Seasonality  

During the spring breeding season males actively search for females and consequently spend more time in the open 
and travel further than females generally do (up to 1220m in a single day). As the breeding season winds down males 
reduce their activity and by summer there is no significant difference between males and females in the amount of 
time spent in the open, either basking or moving, and both sexes bask less and become less active than they were in 
spring. 

Feeding and Diet  

Red-bellied Black Snakes feed on a variety of vertebrates including fish, tadpoles, frogs, lizards, snakes (including 
its own species) and mammals. They search widely for prey on land and in water, and are known to climb to several 
metres. When hunting in water the snake may forage with only its head under or submerge itself fully. Prey captured 
under water may be taken to the surface or else swallowed while still submerged. Snakes have been observed 
deliberately stirring up underwater sediment as they hunt, presumably to flush out hidden prey. 

In captivity, RBBS readily accept a diet of rats and mice, and are described as being voracious feeders. They are even 
known to eat fillets of fish, raw chicken and canned dog food. Once grasped by the snake the prey is often consumed 
rapidly, sometimes even before the venom has taken full effect. Captured individuals have been known to regurgitate 
live frogs, which may also suggest that venom was not used or that the frogs may have some resistance to the venom. 

Other behaviours and adaptations  

In the wild, active Red-bellied Black Snakes maintain a body temperature in the range 28 to 31º C during the day by 
shuttling between sunny and shady spots. The rate of heating in the morning is more rapid than the rate of cooling in 
the evening, an indication of their ability to control their temperature by behavioural (e.g. shuttling, body posture) 
and/or physiological means (e.g. by regulating blood flow to different parts of the body). RBBS are primarily diurnal 
however they can remain active well into the late evening if temperature permits. 

When fleeing a terrestrial predator, RBBS may enter water and stay submerged with just their head showing, or else 
dive under completely for as long as 23 minutes. 

Reproduced with permission © Michael Cermak 
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Life cycle  

Courtship and mating among wild Red-bellied Black Snakes occurs 
primarily in spring (early October to November), although it may 
begin as early as late winter. Males travel widely in search of 
receptive females and will engage in combat with any rival male that 
they encounter.  

Four to five months after mating the female gives birth to between 5 
and18 young that are born enclosed in a membranous sac. They 
emerge from the sac soon after birth (although they can remain 
inside for up to two days), and measure around 28cm in total length. 
Red-bellied Black Snakes are the only species in the genus 
Pseudechis that have live young (the other species all being egg-
layers), and this ability gives them an advantage in cooler climates 
by allowing the female to have greater control over the temperatures 
at which her young develop. 

Predators, Parasites and Diseases  

The only recorded predators of adult RBBS, aside from humans, are 
feral cats, although presumably they would fall prey to other known 
ophidiophages, e.g. brown falcons and other raptors. Newborn and 
juvenile snakes face predation by smaller carnivorous birds, e.g. 
kookaburras, other snakes, frogs, and even invertebrates such as red-
backed spiders. Red-bellied Black Snake are susceptible to the toxin 
of Cane Toads (Bufo marinus), and rapidly die from ingesting or 
even just mouthing them. Their decline in parts of Queensland and 

northern NSW is thought to be due to the presence of toads, although there are signs that their numbers are 
recovering in some areas. The species' known endoparasites include acanthocephalans, cestodes (tape worms), 
nematodes (round worms), pentastomids (tongue worms) and trematodes (flukes).  

Danger to humans and first aid  

Red-bellied Black Snakes are one of the most frequently encountered snakes on the east coast of Australia, and are 
responsible for a number of bites every year. They are a shy snake and will generally only deliver a serious bite 
under severe molestation. When approached in the wild a Red-bellied Black Snake will often freeze to avoid 
detection, and people may unknowingly get quite close before registering the snake’s presence. If approached too 
closely the snake will usually try to flee towards the nearest retreat, which if located behind the observer may give 
the impression the snake is launching an attack. If unable to escape the snake will rear up with its head and forebody 
held off but parallel to the ground, spread its neck and hiss loudly, and may even make mock strikes with a closed 
mouth. Some individuals will lay low and slowly undulate their tail in a fashion similar to many lizards, presumably 
to draw attention away from the vulnerable head.  

For its size, the Red-Bellied Black Snake is probably the least dangerous elapid snake in Australia. Despite the 
number of bites received every year, very few human deaths have resulted (most death records date from early times 
and the snake's identity was often unconfirmed). Many bite victims experience only mild or negligible symptoms, 
however a number also end up hospitalized. The health risks to children and pets are greater, due to their smaller 
size. As individual reactions to envenomation can vary, all suspected bites should be treated as serious and medical 
attention sought as soon as possible. 

This an extract, for the rest of the information on Red-Bellied Black Snakes visit: 
http://australianmuseum.net.au/Red-bellied-Black-Snake/ 

 

Reproduced with permission © Michael Cermak 

Spectacular Snakes of  Australia  
Michael Cermak  
Colour photographs  
128 pages, 285 x 210 mm  
Publisher: CSIRO PUBLISHING  
http://www.publish.csiro.au/nid/18/pid/5969.htm 
Spectacular Snakes of Australia showcases these beautiful creatures 
which play such an important part in our biodiversity. It portrays 
most of the species found in Australia, such as tiger snakes, 
copperheads, brown snakes, death adders and sea snakes, up close 
and personal. It also includes some unique photographs, such as the 
hatching of scrub pythons, that offer a rare glimpse into their more 
intimate lives.  
The informative text, based on the latest research, describes the 
reproductive biology, behaviour, predators and prey of these 
reptiles, as well as their habitat and conservation values. In 
addition, the author provides some anecdotes on his encounters 
with snakes, and clears up a few myths regarding snake behaviour.  
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Cane toad facts 

•Cane toad numbers have risen from 102 in 1935 to an estimated more than 1.5 billion 

•Cane toads occupy over 1.6 million square kilometres of Australia 

•The largest cane toad ever confirmed was Toadzilla in the Northern Territory in 2007 that weighed 840 grams, but another 
from Proserpine in Queensland in 1975 allegedly weighed three kilograms. 

•Cane toads can live up to 35 years in captivity 

•In 2008 a cane toad named Spew survived for 40 minutes in a dog's stomach after being swallowed whole before emerging 
unharmed. 

Source: http://www.abc.net.au/tv/programs/canetoads.htm 
 

Cane toad poison attacks prostate cancer cells, spares healthy cells: Queensland university 
researchers 

By Rosa Ellen and Xavier La Canna 

Updated 17 Sep 2014, 4:37pmWed 17 Sep 2014, 4:37pm 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-09-17/cane-toad-venom-attacks-cancer-cells/5750114  

Researchers have found that cane toad poison kills off prostate cancer cells while sparing healthy cells. 

Dr Harendra Parekh from the University of Queensland said a student had discovered Australia's toad to be similar to the 
Asiatic toad which has been used in Chinese medicine for thousands of years. "We have what we believe is a selectively toxic 
agent which can kill tumour cells but spare healthy cells," he said. In China medicine made from toad poison is called ‘chan 
su’ and is used to treat heart failure, sore throats, skin conditions and other ailments. 

During her studies PhD student Dr Jing Jing was able to show that the poison from cane toads was very effective at killing 
cancer cells, and in particular prostate cancer cells, Dr Parekh said. But while the drug has been used for a long time in Asia it 
can be dangerous in its raw form, and Dr Parekh and his team had been trying to make the drug more soluble. 

"Once we determine that the toxicity has been sustained, even after increasing solubility, the next stage will involve packaging 
it in innovative drug delivery systems, sent to cancer tissue," he said. The team at the Queensland University's Pharmacy 
Australia Centre of Excellence has received a grant from the Hong Kong Polytechnic University and a Chinese research 
institute. It is about bringing Chinese medicine into the 21st century so that it can be more accepted and more marketable in 
the west. 

In China the Asiatic toad is threatened by over demand and pollution making the animals harder to obtain. The researchers 
said Australia's cane toads could also be seen as more desirable because of their relatively clean habitat. "If directly imported 
from Australia it will decrease the cost," Dr Jing Jing said. "Cane toad venom imported from Australia will have less problems 
on the agriculture, pesticide residues and industrial pollution problems." 

The researchers hope to have the initial screenings and studies carried out on the venom within 12-18 months. 

Cane toads were deliberately introduced to Queensland in 1935 but multiplied quickly and became a pest. They arrived in the 
Northern Territory in 1984, and in 2001 moved into Kakadu National Park where they have caused major environmental 
damage. The toads are poisonous to many native animals especially goannas and snakes, as cane toads adapt to Australian 
conditions they have also crossed into Western Australia and northern New South Wales. 

REGIONAL  
SPECIES CO-ORDINATORS 

 
Macropods 
Far South Coast 
Marie Wynan .................. 6454 6257 

wynan@activ8.net.au 

Southern Highlands & Tablelands  
Kerstin Schweth .............. 4885 2008 

0413 768 656 
kerstin.schweth@gmail.com 

Possums and Gliders 
Far South Coast 
Kathy Mincher  .................. 6493 5639 

0407 173 305 

Wombats 
Far South Coast 
Marie Wynan  ................. 6454 6257 

wynan@activ8.net.au 
 

REGIONAL CO-ORDINATORS 
Far South Coast 
Ray Alcock ....................................... 6493 0357 

    0427 688 850 
FSC@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

Southern Highlands & Tablelands  
Richard Woodman  
(Woody) .......................................... 4885 2008 

  0412 002 400 
richard.woodman7000@gmail.com 

Thank You 
Julie Pennefather for your 

generous ‘prize’ donations of 
accommodation at Woodbine 
Park Eco Cabins Merimbula 
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Wingecarribee  

Schools Environment Day  

Lake Alexandra Reserve Mittagong 

Tuesday 14 October 2014.  

Please contact ʹWoodyʹ if you can  

be part of the team on the  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast stall 

 

Sanctuary Point Public School 

Albion Park Rail Public School 
Tongarra Road 

Spring Fair 
From 11am 

24 October 2014 
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Glenbog Wombats 
Back in June 2014, we undertook a large scale tagging operation in 
the hope of understanding more about the 150 resident bare-nosed 
wombats in the Glenbog State Forest. 

The operation was even more important as we wanted to learn as 
much as we could about the wombats ahead of the start of intensive 
logging undertaken by NSW Forestry Corporation. 

As agreed with the NSW Forestry Corporation, a team diligently GPS 
recorded and marked with yellow high visual paint all the burrows I in 
the proposed “harvest” sites prior to the start of logging. However, 
previous assurances from the logging company to not go near any of 
the marked burrow, new clauses, roads and dump points were planned 
across and above active burrows. 

Of course we highlighted the broken promise to the Forestry, who at 
first were keen to do the right thing and not endanger the wombats 
further, the Forestry actually moved one of these roads to protect the 
burrows; we were also advised the dump points were to be moved – 
result or so we thought! 

As the bulldozers moved in again, it was clear that there was no 
intention to protect the wombat burrows. 

Within one month eleven burrows were blocked, destroyed or back filled; four of these were totally bulldozed, flattened or 
covered with boulders and we were unable to re-open the entrances. The remaining seven were re-opened by Ray (not by the 
Forestry). Numerous other burrows had to be cleared by removing debris from the entrances, and at no time did the Forestry 
attempt to clear debris, rocks, logs etc. from the entrances. The wombats were facing a near certain death. 

Ray and I were in constant contact with the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA), sending them photos of destroyed and 
blocked burrows. The EPA conducted an inspection, confirmed the destroyed burrows and requested a “summary report for the 
implementation of the wombat protection provisions” from the Forestry. Alarmingly, after the EPA’s inspection, a burrow was 
deliberately back-filled for a third time, some of our markers were removed, and an additional two burrows were blocked and 
had to be dug out by Ray yet again. 

At this point the media became involved via The Glenbog blog Facebook page and media releases from WLT (Wildlife Land 
Trust), IFAW and Shadow Minister for Environment Luke Foley. The public spoke, and the EPA and the NSW Forestry 
Corporation were inundated with letters and emails, leading to the Forestry Corporation temporarily stopping work to 
“investigate themselves”… 

The Forestry Corporation then started to investigate where the burrows were and work continued for another two weeks. This 
time, burrows were avoided, a dump point was relocated and they managed to work around the entrances resulting in wombats 
being protected. Then the work suddenly stopped Forestry staff packed up and left, seemingly leaving the remaining area for 
good. 

Such good news wasn’t to last however, and eight weeks after “harvest” started 
in another section with a low number of burrows, we found a wombat with 
head and face injuries who also now had clinical signs of mange caused by 
stress of losing its home. 

If the wombat hadn’t have been found and treated, it would undoubtedly have 
suffered a slow and painful death, potentially spreading the troublesome 
disease to other wombats.  

Due to the pressure from an amazing amount of people, as of 1st September it 
seems the Forestry Corporation packed up their machinery and left the area for 
good, saving an additional 29 burrows from potential harm. 

The media exposure and public outrage we witnessed truly made an incredible 
difference to the number of wombats and other flora and fauna saved.  Thank 
you to all of you who helped save the Glenbog wombats. 

To all who have written letters and emails, made comments and signed 
petitions, to all who have followed and supported us against the logging of 

Glenbog State Forest - we would like to sincerely thank you.  Having the support, and knowledge that so many of you care, 
helps us to keep going, keep searching and to keep digging and clearing entrances to all the blocked burrows. 

Currently, the logging continues in other areas with many wombat burrows facing the same stigma from the industry of 
being “collateral damage” and “only protected, not threatened”. We often hear the words “we do not get paid to avoid burrows”.  

We all need to keep fighting, to keep pushing to make changes, 

NOW! 

--Marie Wynan and Ray Wynan 

http://www.ifaw.org/australia/news/i-found-way-save-glenbog-wombats 

Posted by Josey Sharrad 18 September 2014 

Editorial Note: Our thanks go to Marie for informing and updating Wildlife Rescue South Coast about the Glenbog Forestry 
logging impact with emails, photos and links since mid June.  

Glenbog Mange Treatment July 2014 
© WRSC Marie Wynan 



 

0418 427 214  Illawarra, Southern Highlands & South Coast  Eurobodalla & Sapphire Coasts  0417 238 921 

Friends of  
the Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby  

Incorporated 

http://www.rockwallaby.org.au/ 

Thank you to all who attended  
Kangaroo Valley Sunday 28 September 2014 

Photos © WRSC Janine Davies  
and WRSC Catherine Joukador  
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Featherdale Wildlife 
Park welcomes new 
clutch of spring 
babies, including 
rare albino wallaby  
 by: Neil Keene 
 From: The Daily Telegraph 

September 26, 2014 12:00AM 

Featherdale Wildlife Park’s rare twin wallabies. Picture: Toby Zerna Source: News Corp Australia  

THE spring appearance of new native cuddlies at Sydney’s Featherdale Wildlife Park is an annual 
event, but this year’s clutch is one in a million.  
Among the adorable menagerie of emu chicks, quokka joeys, dingo pups, baby koalas and junior kangaroos 
is a set of siblings the likes of which the park has never seen. 
The tammar wallaby joeys are twins – a highly unusual occurrence – but Featherdale spokeswoman Kellie 
Ames said the fact one was born an albino made it a “one-in-a-million” arrival. 
The twins are about six months old but have only just started emerging from the pouch, so keepers have 
held back from checking whether they are male or female. 
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/featherdale-wildlife-park-welcomes-new-clutch-of-spring-babies-including-rare-albino-wallaby/
story-fni0cx12-1227071081711 

For the first time ever, I am presenting a Whale Photography Workshop, where we will spend hours photographing 
the stunning Humpback Whales as they migrate through our waters. This workshop be hosted through Brisbane 
Whale Watching and will be based onboard a vessel specifically-built for whale watching, 'Eye Spy', which leaves 
from Redcliffe Jetty. Having been onboard twice recently, I can vouch that the experience is quite amazing. 
Breaching, mothers and calves and whales 'mobbing' the boat are all possibilities. 

We will meet at the entrance to Redcliffe Jetty at 8.45am, where I will 
make sure that every workshop participant is familiar with the 
recommended camera settings and photographic techniques to best 
capture great shots of the whales. 

We will then board 'Eye Spy' at 9.30am, with a 10am departure. A 
gourmet lunch is supplied on board and we return back to base at 2.30pm. 

When: Saturday 18th of October 2014  

Time: 8.45am to 2.30pm 

Where: Redcliffe, Queensland. 

Cost: $240 photography tuition fee 

(plus $135 for boat excursion and lunch, payable on the day) 

Maximum of ten participants 

If you would like to be one of the participants to join me on my inaugural 
whale photography workshop, simply send me your intention to join via my 
Contact Form:  

http://michaelsnedic.com/category/contact/contact-form/ 

I will then send you payment details. This is going to be one very exciting 

workshop! I hope you can make it along.  

Breaching Humpback Whale. Image: Michael Snedic  

Michael Snedic 
Australian Wildlife and Nature Photographer, 
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Joeys in WRSC Care 

This is Cooper...5th member of the 
Swan mob, 2 weeks ago he was laying 

in a garden...orphaned and so very 
under weight for his age...he was 

boney......he has made a great 
recovery and is looking much 

healthier and happier now 

Two in care with Kim Goodsell Muldoon 

Daisy and Connor — at Merry Beach. 
Daisy came into care with no use of her back legs, but has now made a full 
recovery and little Connor was found in his dead mum's pouch, both are in 

care with Nina Rogan. 

This beautiful little 3.5 Kilo man from 

Tapitalle was the 7th wombat to come into 

care in 6 days so hectic times trying to find 

good carers. He is still very ill but is starting 

to rally round, he drinks his bottle like a 

dream, when he is well he will go to a 

WIRES carer who already has a 3.5 girl and 

is looking for a buddy. I would love to keep 

him but have run out of facilities (14 in 

care) 

Shirley Lack 

82 gram baby Brushtail possum 
"Clifton" came into the Swan’s 
family care after his mother was 
hit by a car.  

Thank you to the members of the 
public who checked her pouch.  
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Did you submit your photos into a  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast calendar competition? 

Well your photo could now be on our website…. 

 we have quite a few new pages and as more are planned it is time to find 
and dust off  the digital camera sitting in the cupboard for the  

2016 Calendar Competition!* 
Your photo of  a native animal found in the WRSC NPWS licenced area could 
be the next star on the calendar cover and 12 monthly pages need photos. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So what are you waiting for? 
The turtle to come out of  its shell……...  

* Conditions apply: Entry is open to all WRSC members. All photos must be high resolution standard 1 MB to 3 MB and 
150 dpi to 300 dpi JPEGs. Full terms and conditions will be in November’s WRSC Newsletter. 
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