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Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc  
PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541 

NPWS Licence No: MWL000100253  |  ABN 49 616 307 526   
 E: info@wildlife-rescue.org.au  |  W: www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 

0418 427 214 Wollongong to Batemans Bay | 0417 238 921 Mogo to Victorian Border 

If you see injured wildlife please ring us  
or your local wildlife rescue group.  
If you see dead wildlife please stop  

and check for joeys. 

Please Help Us Help Wildlife.  

Echidna © WRSC Gavin Swan 
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Ten wombats, including four feeding mothers, 
deliberately run over at Kangaroo Valley camping ground, 
NSW Police say 

By Kathryn Magann and staff: updated Sun 20 Sep 2015, 8:05pm 
 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-09-20/eight-wombats-deliberately-run-over-killed-at-camping-ground/6789658 

Ten wombats, including four feeding mothers, have been deliberately run 
over and killed at a camping ground in the New South Wales southern 
highlands, police say. 

However, one of four wombat joeys has survived and appears to be 
healthy and free of injury. 

It's bad enough when you're driving along 
and you accidentally impact a wombat, but 

to deliberately leave the paved area, the 
roadway, and go into open ground and run 

over an animal, is unconscionable. 
Richard Woodman, Wildlife Rescue South Coast 

Officers were called to the Bendeela camping ground near Kangaroo Valley on Saturday and found eight of the dead animals. Another two 
dead wombats were found on Sunday. Inspector Susan Charman-Horton said at least four were feeding mothers. 

"Of the eight, it was identified that four of them were female, and with the assistance of wildlife rescue, attempts were made to seek to find if 
there are any young ones, young joeys, in the pouches of these wombats," she said. "Unfortunately they were only able to identify that one of 
them had a joey." "There is the possibility that some of the others [had joeys], but with other animals in the area, they may not have been able 
to be located, because of the interference of other animals." 

The one surviving joey has been named Lucky and will remain in care until she is at least 18 months of age [another 13 months] before being 
released back into the wild, said Richard Woodman from Wildlife Rescue South Coast. "And we have it here, now, in care and it's quite viable, 
and it'll go into our normal wildlife rehabilitation program," Mr Woodman said. 

'BOWLING BALL' SHAPE OF WOMBATS WOULD DAMAGE CAR 
Witnesses have told police they saw a white four-wheel drive driving around the area throughout the night but no-one saw the animals being 
killed. They were found over an area of one square kilometre, about 50 to 200 metres apart. 

It is believed the first eight were run over sometime between 9:30pm on Friday and 8:30 the next morning. Inspector Charman-Horton said the 
car involved would likely be damaged. "[The wombats are shaped] like a bowling ball. [They're] quite strong, quite round, quite hard, quite 
heavy," she said. "We'll pursue the fact there there is a possibility that someone has been cruel to animals, should it be the case that these have 
intentionally been hit by a car." 

Mr Woodman said any deliberate targeting of the animals was an appalling prospect. "I can't believe that there are people in the community 
that would go around and deliberately do that," he said. "It's bad enough when you're driving along and you accidentally impact a wombat, but 
to deliberately leave the paved area, the roadway, and go into open ground and run over an animal, is unconscionable." 

Police have appealed for anyone who may have witnessed the incident or has further information to come forward. 

All native animals living in NSW national parks and reserves are legally protected under the  
National Parks and Wildlife Act. 

Fauna 
The Chief Executive of the OEH is the authority responsible for the protection and care of fauna. Under the Act it is an 
offence to harm protected fauna. It is also an offence to harm threatened interstate fauna. In addition, the Act regulates 
the trade – including buying, selling, possession, import and export – of protected fauna. Protected fauna includes all 
fauna other than locally unprotected fauna, interstate threatened species, endangered populations, or endangered 
ecological communities. Unprotected fauna and threatened interstate fauna are specified in schedules to the Act. 

Australia is one of only 12 'megadiverse' countries that together account for 75 per cent of the world's total biodiversity. 
Scientists estimate that the continent is home to more than one million plant and animal species. Many of these are found 
nowhere else on the planet. 

Since Australia was colonised in 1788, some 125 plant and animal species or subspecies are known to have become 
extinct. More mammals have died out in Australia in the last 200 years than in any other continent. Today, more than 360 
of our animal species and around 1240 species of plants are considered threatened. 

OEH's priorities include conserving and protecting natural resources across NSW, including native animals and their 
environments in national parks and reserves, marine parks and aquatic reserves, as well as on private and other public 
land. Important support for this role is provided by OEH research into native animals and their environments. 

All native species are protected by law in NSW 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/animals/ 
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Reproduced with permission 

Wombat murders bring heartache to community and Wildlife Services  
Published: 21 September 2015  

Source: http://www.949powerfm.com.au/loz-jack/52745-wombat-murders-bring-heartache-to-community-and-wildlife-services 
Loz & Jack © 949 Power FM 

The horrific and deliberate killings of over 14 wombats on the weekend around the Bendeela camping ground in the 
Kangaroo Valley have brought on a manhunt. Police officers were called to the ground on Saturday as eight 
wombats were found dead after being run over. Many of these wombats were feeding mothers and three of the joeys 
died at the same time, although one was rescued. Saturday evening another incident occurred that left another two 
wombats and their joeys dead too. The Nowra police are currently investigating and asking for any insight into the 
events on Friday and Saturday night. This morning Loz & Jack spoke with Richard Woodman, president of Wildlife 
Rescue South Coast.  

https://soundcloud.com/grantbroadcasters/wombat-murders-bring-heartache-to-community-and-wildlife-services 

More Security At Bendeela After Wombat Killings  
Published: 24 September 2015  

WaterNSW will upgrade security and safety measures to protect campers and wildlife at Bendeela camp ground after 
a dozen wombats were deliberately killed last weekend. WaterNSW CEO, David Harris attended an on site safety 
review on Tuesday and confirmed more security, extra traffic barriers and family-friendly camping areas are among 
measures to be implemented immediately. Mr Harris says after talks with security and catchment management 
experts there will be immediate improvements to address the potential risk to visitors and wildlife by anti-social 
behaviour. Immediate changes include additional, on-site 24-hour security personnel, expanded security patrols into 
camp site areas, establishing families-friendly camping zones, traffic barriers to further limit vehicles to roadways and 
speed inhibitors to slow vehicles. Mr Harris says police patrols during peak seasons will also be considered. 
 
Source: http://www.949powerfm.com.au/news/shoalhaven-news/52808-more-security-at-bendeela-after-wombat-killings 
Shoalhaven News © 949 Power FM 

PEOPLE for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals (PETA) 
Australia has offered a $5000 
reward for information leading to 
the identification and conviction 
of those responsible for killing 
10 wombats at Bendeela 
Campground in Kangaroo Valley 
last weekend.  

Witnesses saw a white four-wheel
-drive in the area on Friday night 
and early Saturday, apparently 
aiming for the animals. 

Anyone with information can call 
Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000. 

To find out more about the amazing work Wildlife 
Rescue do, check their website -  

wildlife-rescue.org.au  
and put this number in your phone to call if you 

hit an animal while driving that needs assistance 
- 0418 427 214  

Meet ‘Lucky’ who is now an orphan 
after her Mum died at Bendeela. 

It could cost $800-$900 to feed Lucky 
over the next year*. 

We can’t do it 
without you  

Donate Now 
http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/
donate.html 

* Lucky is expected to stay in WRSC care for 17 
to 18 months. 

http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/donate.html
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Lucky the wombat pays a visit to Loz & Jack  
Details Published: 30 September 2015  

Source: http://www.949powerfm.com.au/loz-jack/52940-lucky-the-wombat-pays-a-visit-to-loz-jack 

Loz & Jack © 949 Power FM 

What amazing little animals they are - Loz & Jack found out what 

it's like to volunteer and look after the wombats with Kerstin (all 

while having a great cuddle). Make sure you put this number in 

your phone - 0418 427 214. Find out more about the amazing 

work Wildlife Rescue South Coast do, volunteer, or donate at - 

wildlife-rescue.org.au. If you know anything about the incident at 

Bendeela please contact the Shoalhaven Local Area Command on 

(02) 4421 9699  
 

Email to WRSC Newsletter 30 September 2015 12.56pm: 

Just a big thanks to Woody and Kerstin for bringing in the baby joeys to Power FM today it was wonderful. Loz :) 

Email addresses……. 
committee@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
fsc@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
info@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
membership@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
newsletter@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
payments@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
president@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
secretary@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
treasurer@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

Meeting dates……. 
14 October  

11 November 
9 December 

Nowra Library Annex,  
10 Berry Street, Nowra 

Starting at 7pm	

Donations can be made to……. 

BSB 641 800 
Account 200469788 

Name Wildlife Rescue Fund 
or 

PayPal & credit card via the website 
* $2 or more are tax deductible 

Facebook page…….. 
www.facebook.com/Wildlife.Rescue.SC 

Website…….. 
www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 

 

9am‐5pm October 17th @ Queanbeyan 

October Cover Photo 
Echidna © WRSC Gavin Swan 

A different photo of this young Echidna  
features in the 2016 calendar. 

Did you know…… 
Echidnas are a PROTECTED SPECIES in  

all Australian states and Territories. 
Visit http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/echidnas.html 

for more information about the Echidna. 
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Sanctuary Point Public School 

The School Fair,  

Quilt and Craft Show 

is on 17 October 2015 

Mystery virus killing rare freshwater turtles identified 
Article and Photo Tom Lowrey 

Posted Wed 2 Sep 2015, 5:41pm 

 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-09-02/mystery-virus-killing-rare-freshwater-turtles-identified/6744476 

The 'mystery virus' that claimed the lives of hundreds of rare freshwater turtles in the Bellinger River, near Coffs Harbour, has 
been identified. Bellinger River Snapping Turtles began washing up dead on the riverbanks in February this year. 
The cause of their deaths was not clear, but the presence of toxins or other chemicals within the river was quickly ruled out. 
Virologists with the Department of Primary Industries have now identified the pathogen they believe to be responsible. It is not 
thought to present any threat to humans or other animals. 
Sustainable Environment Director at Bellingen Shire Councils, Daan Schiebaan, said the find is a significant breakthrough. 
But he said there is still plenty of work to do to save the species. 

"The unfortunate thing is that there have been no live turtles seen in 
the river since the initial mortality incident happened," he said. "They 
are in an informal hibernation at the moment as I understand. "So 
come Spring, there will be other field teams out in the river having a 
look. "That will really be led by the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service and the DPI." 

Mr Schiebaan said it is important the virus is not allowed to spread 
futher. "We have a number of signs in place at key swimming holes 
along the Bellinger River," he said. 

"It's really key that people are informed of how to use the river - and 
that means if you're going to use your canoe, you wash your canoe 
down before you move to another part of the Bellinger River, or 
outside of the catchment. "And that is consistent with if you're 
swimming in the river as well." 
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Saturday 24 & Sunday 25 October 2015 
For bookings & enquiries please contact: 

Gerry Hawkins (Flying Foxes & Microbats Co-ordinator) 
0414 931 452  

batsgalore2@gmail.com  

FLYING FOX & MICROBAT TRAINING WORKSHOP 
Trainers: Gerardine Hawkins ·  Mandi Griffith ·  Janine Davies ·  Lyn Amesbury  

·  Steve Amesbury ·  Chris Carter ·  Laurie Carter ·  Trista Kyriakou ·  Cathy Joukador  
 This is a new course in which you will be placed into small groups and undertake training 

on different topics by various trainers 
 Vaccinated students are required to supply a copy of a current ABL titre report prior to the 

course 

 Please indicate if accommodation is required at the time of booking 

Shoalhaven Bat Clinic, 140 Albatross Rd, Nowra Hill 
Registration:  8.30am 
Concludes:  5.00pm 
Morning and afternoon tea provided 
BYO lunch 

Course Cost : 
Payable on the day 
$40.00 for members   
$50.00 for non WRSC members 
$30 for Manual  

A facebook page that may interest… 
www.facebook.com/SouthernHighlandsKoalas 

Help for orphaned wildlife babies 
http://www.gofundme.com/zh93cxc4 

Please donate to Fiona Kelleher’s appeal to raise funds for orphaned joeys in 
our care. 
Kangaroo Patch 
I  am  a wildlife  carer  on  the NSW  South Coast  raising  and  rehabilitating 

orphaned kangaroo joeys with the aim of releasing them back into the wild. 

Currently  I  am  fundraising  to  purchase  some  intensive  care  units  for 

unfurred  (pinky)  joeys  to  help  keep  their  environment  at  a  constant 

temperature of 32 deg. which will increase their chances of survival.  

If you can spare a few dollars towards the purchase of this equipment or just 

the feeding or medical expenses in general we would be utmost grateful. All 

funds  received  will  go  directly  to  help  joeys  in  care  at  Kangaroo  Patch 

www.facebook.com/kangaroopatch?ref=hl and Wildlife Rescue South Coast 

www.wildlife‐rescue.org.au  
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© WRSC Cathy Joukador 
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WRSC was seen at Bunnings Mittagong 5 September 2015.   
Thanks goes to members Lindsay Francis, Carly Carpenter, Richard Woodman, Cathy and Sam Joukador 

All photos © WRSC Cathy Joukador  

Corner Old Hume Highway & Tyree Place, Mittagong 2575 

147/167 Princes Hwy, South Nowra NSW 2541 

WRSC would like to thank the following companies for their ongoing support….  

Environment - Growth - Community 
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Did you know……. 
The Bacardi logo is o en considered as one of the most iconic and widely recognized 
logos  ever  created  in  history.  First  introduced  in  1890,  it  has  undergone  various 
modifica ons over the years.  

According to many experts, it was Amalia – Don Facundo’s wife – who suggested using 
a  bat  for Bacardi’s  corporate  logo.  The  company  is  said  to  have  originated  from  a 
small  n‐roof dis llery in San ago de Cuba with bats in the ra ers. Moreover, bats are 
regarded as a symbol of prosperity, well‐being and family unity in Cuban and Spanish 
lore. http://famouslogos.net/bacardi-logo/ 

Giant lizards welcomed Australia's first migrants 
01 October 2015 
Reproduced with permission 
http://www.greencareer.net.au/news/giant-lizards-welcomed-australia-s-first-migrants 

A new study says Australia’s first human inhabitants may have shared 
their home with giant killer lizards. 

Research led by the University of Queensland has found the first 
evidence that the first Australians overlapped with giant apex predator 
lizards. 

“Our jaws dropped when we found a tiny fossil from a giant lizard 
during a two metre deep excavation in one of the Capricorn Caves, 
near Rockhampton,” says UQ vertebrate palaeoecologist Dr Gilbert 
Price. 

“The one-centimetre bone, an osteoderm, came from under the 
lizard's skin and is the youngest record of a giant lizard on the entire 
continent.” 

The team used radiocarbon and uranium thorium dating to estimate 
the bone is about 50,000 years old, which coincides with conservative 
estimates about the arrival of Australia's Aboriginal inhabitants. 

“We can't tell if the bone is from a Komodo dragon - which once roamed Australia - or an even bigger species like 
the extinct Megalania monitor lizard, which weighed about 500kg and grew up to six metres long,” Dr Price said. 

“The find is pretty significant, especially for the timeframe that it dates.” 

Dr Price says massive lizards and even a petrifying nine-metre long inland crocodile roamed Australia during the 
Pleistocene period – which runs from about 2,588,000 to 11,700 years ago. “It's been long-debated whether or not 
humans or climate change knocked off the giant lizards, alongside the rest of the megafauna,” he said. 

“Humans can only now be considered as potential drivers of their extinction.” 

The bone was found in the Capricorn Caves, one of Australia’s most fossil-rich sites. It was unearthed by a crew of 
volunteer citizen scientists tasked with sorting and sieving specimens. The research is published in Quaternary 
Science Reviews.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: Spring into Sanctuary Point will be held on Saturday 31st October.  
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CONSERVING HABITAT       NURTURING WILDLIFE 

SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS KOALA SANCTUARY 
The sanctuary was founded to protect flora and fauna  in the cri cal Southern Highlands sec on of the Great Eastern Ranges 
Wildlife Corridor. Located close to the towns of Berrima and Bowral  in the Southern Highlands of NSW, this 1414 acre  (572 
hectare) property has a 45 year history of habitat conserva on and rehabilita on. This conserva on area is registered for Bio 
Banking, it is a Land for Wildlife property and is gaze ed as a Wildlife Refuge by Na onal Parks.  

The sanctuary works with government, business and the community to promote both scien fic research and environmental 
educa on. This is a host site for the Koala Key Habitats and Corridors in Wingecarribee Shire, a study being undertaken by the 
NSW Government, Office of Environment and Heritage and Wingecarribee Shire Council. The koala sanctuary also works on 
research and educa on projects with Greening Australia, and the University of Sydney, and it proudly provided the hollow logs 
for  the  animals  at  the  Rep le  House  at  Taronga  Zoo.  The  Southern  Highlands  Koala  Sanctuary welcomes  inquiries  from 
environmental scien sts, biologist and ecologists including post graduate students seeking field research loca ons.  

The Southern Highlands Memorial Park is soon to open as a woodland cemetery within a 10 hectare por on at the Southern 
end of the koala sanctuary.  While providing gentle interment op ons to the community, proceeds from this eco cemetery will 
be used  to establish an endowment  fund  to provide a  sustainable  funding  source.   This will enable  the koala  sanctuary  to 
con nue and grow it’s important work of researching threatened species, conserving habitat and nurturing wildlife.  

Contact:  Thelma  Johnson,  Community  Engagement  Officer,  Southern  Highlands  Koala  Sanctuary,  1020  Tugalong  Rd, 
Canyonleigh, NSW, 2577, email emucreek@gmail.com  mobile 0400 035 643  landline (02) 4878 9186.  

You  can find us on  Facebook  at  Southern Highlands Koala  Sanctuary,  Southern Highlands Memorial Park, & Bolitho House 
Forest Retreat Centre.  

Great fundraising idea…. 
Congratulations to 
t h e  ‘ S o u t h e r n 
Highlands Home 
Education Group’ 
who raised $216.80 
by selling cupcakes. 

This is the fundraiser the Pilt family 
(Adelaide, Penelope and Samantha) 
organised to help offset some of the 
expenses incurred with two kangaroo 
joeys (Toffee and Tashi) in their care. 
Both these little ones required 
veterinary assistance, Toffee with 
surgery and Tashi with medication.  

Mange Treatment Project.... 
At the Far South Coast August 
meeting members decided to form a 
Mange Treatment Team. Following 
a suggestion from Lyndia King, 
WRSC then applied to the Cobargo 
Community Association (CCA) for a 
grant to fund the medication needed 

to provide the most effective treatment, in situ, of mange-
affected Bare-nosed Wombats and their burrows in the 
Bega Valley. On Wednesday 23rd September, WRSC 
(FSC) received a very generous grant of $1000 from the 
CCA towards the purchase of medication for the Mange 
Treatment Project. Well done to all involved in getting 
this project up and running. 
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Pelican and Brahminy Kite reproduced with permission © Jed Delmiguez  

Bonny Grows Her Feathers and Learns to Fly 
Angela Robertson - Buchanan 

Bonny is a Rainbow Lorikeet. Not long after she hatched, Bonny fell 
out of her nest. She was rescued by a passerby and cared for by the 
author before being released into the wild. This is her story. 

40 page hardback book aimed at primary school age. Published by 
Wild Dog Books. 

http://www.angelarobertsonbuchanan.com/#!shop/c1k7y/products/bonny-grows-her-feathers-and-learns-to-fly 

WRSC BIRD RESCUE, FIRST AID & CARE 
Above photo shows Rhonda Parker sharing her 
knowledge and experience on bird rescue, rehabilitation 
and care. This introductory course was presented by 
Rhonda and Judy Bailey in September. 

AUSSIE BACKYARD BIRD COUNT  
19-25 OCTOBER 2015 

Celebrate National Bird Week 2015 by taking part in 
the biggest citizen science project to hit Aussie 
shores! From 19-25 October, thousands of people 
from across the country are heading out into their 
backyards, local parks or favourite open spaces to 
take part in the second annual AUSSIE BACKYARD 
BIRD COUNT! 

To get involved all you need is 20 minutes, your 
‘green patch’ of choice, and some keen eyesight (or 
binoculars!) And it doesn’t matter if you’re a novice or 
an expert—we’ll be there to help you out along the 
way. Simply record the birds you know and look up 
those you don’t on the Aussie Bird Count app 
(updated version available for download now) or the 

Aussie Bird Count website. You’ll 
instantly see live statistics and 
information on how many people 
are taking part near you and the 
number of birds and species 
counted across your neighbourhood 
and the whole of Australia! 

http://aussiebirdcount.org.au/ 

© WRSC Judy Bailey 
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Australian Raptor Care and Conservation Inc exhibition  
Throughout September an exhibition of photographs 
of owls, eagles and falcons that have been cared for by 
local raptor carer Peggy McDonald was displayed at 
the Fitzroy Falls National Parks and Wildlife Centre, 
to help raise awareness of the newly created Australian 
Raptor Care and Conservation Inc (ARCC). 
The photos were the work of Mark Kelly, who was 
recently named AIPP's Creative Photographer of the 
Year. 
Ms McDonald has released more than 800 raptors 
back into the wild in her 25 years as a raptor carer and 
has recently returned from her third internship at the 
world's largest raptor hospital, Abu Dhabi Falcon 
Hospital. 
Mr Kelly's images portray the birds in the last stages 
before release in the Southern Hemisphere's first 
purpose-built, free flight circular aviary. 

Peggy McDonald and Mark Kelly, with Mike Harrop, Richard Woodman, and David and Jen Harker.  
Source: Southern Highlands News Photo by Jen Walker http://www.southernhighlandnews.com.au/story/3325225/get-rapt-in-raptors/ 

Editor’s Note: Peggy is also a keen photographer and as a WRSC member her photos feature in the  2016 Calendar. 

Our final Talking Landcare for the year 

Pollination – The birds, the bees and the bats,  
will be held at the Dapto Ribbonwood Centre  

on Thursday the 22nd of October from 6.30 pm 

We will hear from a number of expert speakers presenting about the important roles  
birds, bees and flying foxes play in the survival of our ecosystems in the Illawarra. 

Talking Landcare will follow the Landcare Illawarra AGM which will commence at 6 pm. 
Talking Landcare will commence at 6.30 pm. All welcome to attend both events. 

Free light supper will be provided. 

To RSVP to either event contact Megan Rowlatt at  

communitysupport@conservationvolunteers.com.au or call 02 4229 7526 
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Turtle swimsuit to help Queensland researchers discover diet and habitat habits 
By Elaine Ford 

Posted Fri 2 Oct 2015, 11:37am 
 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-10-02/turtle-swimsuit-to-help-qld-researchers-discover-diet-and-habits/6822440 

Queensland researchers have developed a swimsuit for endangered sea turtles that 
collects the reptile's faeces and could help identify their foraging areas. 

University of Queensland (UQ) PhD student Owen Coffee, who is researching 
the diet of endangered sea turtles, said the swimsuits acted as a harness for "a 
giant nappy". He said researchers had captured six loggerhead sea turtles and kept 
them in seawater tanks at UQ's Moreton Bay Research Station until they 
defecated. But Mr Coffee said it had previously been difficult to collect entire 
faecal samples because it dispersed into the water. 

"To start off I had a different method that wasn't overly successful, and this is 
what we ended up," he said. He said the idea with the rash vest had been used a 
few times with hatchlings. "Dr David Booth at the University of Queensland had 
used it on hatchlings as well - a similar design," Mr Coffee said. 

"I had to scale it up and adjust a little bit for my purposes. "Basically it's a full-
size second hand rash vest adapted to sit on the shell of the turtle with a small 
opening with the tail and the nappy to attach to collect the faeces." 

He said his research on the turtles' diet was in its early stages. "It certainly 
showed me - in these six turtles at least - that their most recent feeding event was 
on three distinctly different food types," he said. "Next time I do some research 
on the loggerhead ... and we catch some, I'll be using this swimsuit on all of them 
for sure." Photos: Supplied: University of Queensland 

Mr Coffee said the information could be used to identify and protect habitats. 

"The idea is that I'll be sampling nesting females as well," he said. 

"So I'll be taking blood and skin from nesting females over the summer period at Mon 
Repos and Heron Island and be hoping to use ... analysis on those and figure out where 
they were foraging before they came to nest. 

"The idea is to find which foraging areas are reproductively more successful than 
[other] areas. 

"The populations I am focussing on are in Moreton Bay itself and in Port Curtis up in 
Gladstone." 

Tracey McGabbin Coolagolite 
Tim Groves East Kangaloon 
Yvette Perry East Kangaloon 
Emily Hines Mittagong 
Nadja Zoffmann Bundanoon 
Cathy Kerslake Bundanoon 
Ashleigh Welsh North Nowra 
Simone Welsh North Nowra 

Michael Guymer Robertson 
Karen Guymer Robertson 
Isaac Guymer Robertson 
Eric Guymer Robertson 
Kiren-Jayne Towers North Bega 
Igors Kalnins Bemboka 
Aryana Macdonald Bega 

Carers: 148  Rescuers: 211   Total Members:265 

Help Flying-foxes at Shoalhaven Bat Clinic 
https://www.chuffed.org/project/help-flying-foxes-at-shoalhaven-bat-clinic? 

Please help us to upgrade our flying-fox flight aviary with new flooring 
and netting as baby season will soon be here.  

We hate to ask, but if you could donate the equivalent of the cost of a 
cup of coffee we and the flying-foxes will be forever grateful. 

Janine Davies. 

This fundraiser is closing soon…. 
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Young koala spotted on Dr George Mountain, Bega  

Sept. 7, 2015, 9:28 a.m 
 http://www.begadistrictnews.com.au/story/3331342/young-koala-spotted-on-dr-george-mountain-bega/?cs=12 

A RARE sighting of a young koala was recorded last week by a local family near their property on Dr George 
Mountain Rd, between Bega and Tathra. Excited by the unique sighting of a koala this far south, the family took 
photos and reported the sighting to the local Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH). 

The family described the koala as a “healthy teenager” who was meandering along the road, and upon sighting the 
car, quickly scrambled up the road bank to the nearest tree. 

OEH’s senior threatened species officer for the area, Chris Allen, said the sighting was an important discovery 
because it is so rare this far down the South Coast of NSW, and it contributes to building a more accurate picture of 
what is happening with the koala population in the region. 

“I particularly ask motorists using the Bermagui-Tathra and Dr George Mountain Roads to watch for koalas when 
driving at night,” Mr Allen said. “This is very important at this time of year when young animals disperse from their 
maternal home ranges, which appears to be the case with this sighting. There are several areas where we know they 
are likely to be crossing the roads.” 

“This sighting also supplements OEH’s five-year conservation project, Corridors and Core Habitat for Koalas, 
funded by the Australian government’s biodiversity fund, which undertakes surveys and monitoring, promotes fire 
management improvements, and habitat rehabilitation, ” Mr Allen said. 

Mr Allen urged drivers to take extra care and report any sightings either to OEH’s Wildlife Atlas at 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/wildlifeatlas/about.htm, email chris.allen@environment.nsw.gov.au, or call 0417 231 
477. 

Spotting koala near home 'a buzz' 
ROSE Constable said she and her family were returning home from a 
dinner in Bega when they spotted the koala on Dr George Mountain 
Rd. 

“It was just thrilling – I couldn’t get the phone camera going and all of 
us bundled out of the car quick enough,” Ms Constable said. 

The Constables have lived in the area for 11 years and had never seen a 
koala in the local wild before. 

“You know they’re around with the scats and so on, but it’s very rare to 
actually see one – we feel very fortunate,” Ms Constable said. “It was a 
special thing and good the kids were with us to see it as well. 

“It brings it home that they are right here, so close to our property. “It 
was such a buzz.” 

Ms Constable said she is now finding it hard to keep her mind on work 
at her property, with her gaze constantly drawn to the surrounding 
trees, hoping for another glimpse of the shy creatures. 

To learn more about Koalas visit http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/koalas.html 

Our Spring Fair is on  

SUNDAY 1st NOVEMBER.  

It will be a fun day with rides, prizes, 
stalls, food and a heap of activities. 

WRSC will be there too.  

Come along and enjoy the day at 
BPS!! 

Bomaderry Public School 
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A book you may be interested in…. 
The book Nest boxes for Wildlife is a practical guide to building and installing nest boxes. 
The book is based on success in the field and is a good resource for environmentally 
concious individuals wishing to enhance the habitat values in their corner of the world. 
  
Although the provision of nest boxes never compensates for vegetation clearing and the 
destruction of old trees, nest boxes can provide critical temporary accommodation for our 
native wildlife - particularly where land clearing is imminent or has recently occurred. 
  
Nest boxes are a great idea since they: attract wildlife back into gardens thereby introducing 
breeding and other enriching activities into our daily lives; may assist populations of 
endangered species; make an unusual gift for a nature loving friend; provide pleasure for 
nursing home residents; provide excellent school projects -- especially for woodwork 
classes. 

Authors: Alan Franks & Stacey Franks ISBN(10):1876473207 Pages: 80 

My preferred method of installing 
possum boxes...........because ladders 

are dangerous!  
Climbing with ropes has its benefits.  
1. It allows me to have two free 

hands to work while hanging in 
a harness, rather then holding 
on with one arm on a ladder 

while positioning a box in place. 
2.  It allows me to put the nesting 

box in a more realistic place 
higher up in the tree for the 
possum or glider where they 

would normally live.  
But please don’t go trying this at 

home unless you have the gear and 
know how.  

Get someone who can! 

Habitat Hollow Homes 

Advice WRSC Gavin Swan & photo © WRSC Cherryl swan 
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Make your backyard wildlife friendly…….. 
“Fruit bats have their babies in Spring and they carry those babies with them when they go out to feed. Sometimes the young fall 
off and are found on the ground.  

Currently there is also reduced native food available so the animals may be found foraging in backyard fruit trees leading to 
netting entanglements. When a bat is injured or tangled in fence wire or netting do not attempt to rescue it.” 

Dr Vicky Sheppeard, Director of Communicable Diseases Branch NSW 

Kindly reproduced with Angela’s permission  

Please contact Wildlife Rescue South Coast who have specially trained and vaccinated* bat carers if you 
discover a Flying Fox caught in your backyard netting.  

Flying foxes often come to the attention of WRSC when reported as injured, sick, orphaned, or abandoned. A very high 
proportion of adult flying fox injuries are caused by entanglement in barbed wire fences or loose, improperly erected fruit 
tree netting, both of which can result in very serious injuries and a slow, agonising death for the animal if not rescued 
quickly. 

The endless stream of entanglement rescues and rehabilitation work is an huge and unnecessary burden on wildlife 
volunteers. There is also a profound issue of animal cruelty. Flying foxes and other entangled wildlife can be trapped in 
netting, injured for days before anyone notices. Wings are broken and mouths are torn in their efforts to escape. They are 
frequently found dead. 

For information on wildlife friendly netting and fencing visit http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/fencing--netting.html 

* Australian bat lyssavirus (ABLV) is an endemic viral infection in Australian bats. If  bitten or scratched by any type of bat and not 
ABLV vaccinated then you should seek urgent medical advice from your GP or local public health unit.  

Don’t forget to visit the WRSC display stall at……. 
Candelo Markets….Held on the first Sunday of every month in the Candelo township.  

Hours: 8.30am to 12.30pm 
Bowral Markets ….Every second Saturday of the month Bowral Public School   

8am and 1pm. 
Bermagui Markets….The Bermagui Hand & Homemade Market is held on the last Sunday 

of every month. Dickinson Park. From 8.30 – 12.30pm. 
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Researchers spot deadly new native 
01 October 2015 
http://www.greencareer.net.au/news/researchers-spot-deadly-new-native 
Reproduced with permission 

Scientists have discovered a new species of highly-venomous snake and 
unsurprisingly, it lives in Australia. 

The newly-discovered species lives in the Kimberley region of north 
Western Australia. 

It belongs to Acanthophis (Australian death adders); a genus of deadly 
snakes found in Australia, New Guinea and several Indonesian islands. 

The snake is about 60 cm long, has a diamond-shaped head, and has 
been dubbed the Kimberley death adder (Acanthophis cryptamydros). 

It is a patient predator that sits and waits until it can ambush passing frogs, 
lizards or small mammals. 

The species is described in a new paper in the journal Zootaxa. 

“Surprisingly, the snakes it most closely resembles aren’t its closest genetic relatives,” said lead author Simon 
Maddock of the Natural History Museum and University College London. 

Maddock and co-authors spotted the Kimberley death adder during a project looking at the genetics and ecological 
characteristics of snakes living in the Kimberley region. 

They say the species’ range extends from Wotjulum in the west, to Halls Creek in the south, and Kununurra in the 
east. 

It also appears on offshore islands including Koolan, Bigge, Boongaree, Wulalam, and an unnamed island in Talbot 
Bay. 

“It’s not clear how many Kimberley death adders there are in the wild, but they’re probably quite rare,” Maddock said. 

“And given the number of new species found in Kimberley recently – including frogs, lizards and many plants – it’s 
likely to be just one of many currently undescribed snakes in the west of Australia.” 

http://www.shoalhavenzoo.com.au 

23 Rock Hill Rd, North Nowra NSW 2541 
(02) 4421 3949 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. thank 
Shoalhaven Zoo for being one of our  

2016 calendar sponsors 
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Cleaning up our coasts  
Talking Landcare Illawarra 16 September 2015 

Betty Spilstead elected to represent WRSC at an event that Landcare Illawarra hosted as a call to action and 
inform people about the devastating impacts rubbish and marine debris have on our wildlife. Betty thought 
other members would be interested in this informative and scary meeting so wrote the following report: 

The main speaker was environmentalist Tim Silverwood of Take 3 for the sea, whose 
clean beach initiative is to ‘take 3 pieces of rubbish with you when you leave our 
beaches, waterways or parklands’. They are sponsored by Taronga and are partners 
with Tangaroa Blue Foundation, Plastic Free July and Surfrider. 

Tim, a member of the Marine Institute of Hawaii and Vancouver spoke for an hour 
about the downfall of our environment when the ‘easy lifestyle’ started in 1955. 

Research has shown that 8 million tonnes of plastic per annum goes into our oceans. He showed slides of the 
debris in the Philippines, USA, India, Bali and a devastating major spill of plastic beads in Hong Kong (ever 
seen a beach of plastic sand?). Also a very sad picture taken by a diver off Bali in December 2014 of a Manta 
Ray trying to live a normal life surrounded by bits of floating plastic. 

He spoke of things such as tiny plastic beads in hand creams and body cleansing lotions, chemicals in Bakelite 
products, thin plastic film in some tea bags that break down in hot water—yep your cup of tea could be 
poisonous. Washing machines are offenders also as the fibres from our clothes etc end up in the ocean—an 
example—a polar fleece jacket sheds 1500 fibres in a single wash. Frustration as companies are very selective 
about chemicals used in their products. Council hands are tied also as State Government legislation does not 
allow them to ban plastic bags. Go figure that out! 

Research from the CSIRO is suggesting in the near future every seabird on the ocean will have plastic in their 
gut - its already over 30%. That’s the ones that aren’t killed outright from starvation as their bodies are 
blocked. 

Another interesting talk by Lachlan Fetterplace (UOW) and Matt Rees (UOW) of 
Fish Thinkers, both marine scientists, pointed that this problem will work its way 
up the food chain to humans which has already impacted on Inuit peoples. They 
showed a video of a lab study to see what plankton would eat. Yes they ate all the 
plastic beads so there it goes into the food chain. 

Lachlan and Mat had slides also ~ a beached turtle full of plastic, a beached dolphin 
at Bulli with plastic in the gut and we should NEVER forget the rare leatherback 
turtle found dead this year at Shellharbour in March. 

Ten people from Australia and New Zealand went to Cape York recently and catalogued debris picked up in 6 ½ 
kms over five days. Some of the items were 451 meters of fishing line, 310 commercial remnants, 151 ghost 
nets, 650 toothbrushes and they filled 14 bags with what could have, should have been recycled. Lachlan is also 
a member of Beach Clean Ups Illawarra with membership going from 10 to around 200 in 18 months.  

Other interesting speakers were Australian Seabird Rescue who spoke of the never-ending problems with sea 
and shorebirds. Surfrider Foundation also were represented, surf champion Barton Lynch is one of their 
directors and Surfrider are making shopping bags from donated fabric called ‘Boomerang Bags’. 

There were also displays by National Parks, Conservation Volunteers and 
Birdlife Australia. 

Please take the time to have a look at the below websites.  

Betty S 

http://boomerangbags.org/ 
http://www.surfrider.org.au/ 

https://fishthinkers.wordpress.com/ 
http://rechusable.com/ 

www.facebook.com/groups/beachcleanupsillawarra/ 

Editor’s Note: Thanks for attending and sharing this information Betty 
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WILDLIFE RESCUE SOUTH COAST INC 

Please Help Us Help Wildlife….  

The 2016 calendar is on sale and still only $10 (plus postage) 
This beautifully produced calendar features a different native animal each month found in our licensed area, from 

gliders, kangaroos and bats, to wrens, wombats, frogs and goannas. Each animal pictured was rescued and/or 

photographed by our own members. Each month has a different picture, and the calendar has a large, clear area so 

you can note down those important dates. Buy one for yourself  and one for your friends. All profits go directly to 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast, so we can continue rescuing our amazing native animals. It really is "the gift that 

gives twice."  

To order online visit our website home page www.wildlife-rescue.org.au and click the calendar cover ~ we accept 

PayPal or credit card. To order and pay by direct transfer email payments@wildlife-rescue.org.au. The calendar is 

also available to buy at the many and varied stockists in the Illawarra, the Southern Highlands/Tablelands, the 

Shoalhaven and down the coast all the way to the Victorian border. Visit our display stores at the various markets 

and spring fairs, pop into Nowra Farmers Markets, Shoalhaven Zoo, Potoroo Palace or any of  the vets that help us 

help wildlife. 

 
Seen a snake -  

ring Wildlife Rescue South Coast  
Snakes play an important role in many different types of ecosystems. All native snakes in NSW are protected 
under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. Snakes aren’t normally aggressive and will only bite when 
provoked or hurt. Wildlife Rescue South Coast suggests if you see a snake, leave it alone and walk away.  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast has specially trained reptile handlers who can rescue snakes including venomous 
snakes. If you find a snake entangled in discarded netting or trapped please ring Wildlife Rescue South Coast. 
Do not put yourself or anybody else at risk. Remove and restrict domestic pets and if possible observe from a 
distance, an elevated position is the safest viewpoint, so the injured snake can be easily located when the 
handler arrives.  

For more information visit http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/snakes.html Red - Bellied Black © WRSC Nick Gibson 
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