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Please Help Us Help Wildlife  
You can help us to keep up our wildlife rescue efforts  

Visit http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 
 
 

 

WRSC receives no government funding to assist with our operational expenses.  
We rely on your donations and generous support. 

WILDLIFE RESCUE SOUTH COAST INC E W 
S N September 2014 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc  
PO Box 666 Nowra NSW 2541 

    
NPWS Licence No: MWL000100253  |  ABN 49 616 307 526   

 E: info@wildlife-rescue.org.au  |  W: www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 
0418 427 214 Wollongong to Batemans Bay | 0417 238 921 Mogo to Victorian Border 

© ‘Precious’ in WRSC care  
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Did you know…. 
Floral emblem 

The golden wattle was proclaimed the official national floral 
emblem in August 1988. It is a spreading shrub or small tree, 
which grows in the understorey of open forest, woodland and 
open scrub in South Australia, Victoria, New South Wales and 
the Australian Capital Territory. 

Since 1912, on the recommendation of the Prime Minister, 
Andrew Fisher, wattle has been included as the decoration 
surrounding the Commonwealth coat of arms and it has also 
been used in the design of Australian stamps and many awards 
in the Australian honours system. 

Fauna emblem? 
Australia has never adopted any official faunal or bird emblem, 
but, by popular tradition, the kangaroo and emu are widely 
accepted as such. 

Wattle tree Candelo NSW  
August 2014 

© WRSC Robyn 

Visit the ‘Become a Volunteer’ page  
on our website to download our 
membership application form 

http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/become-a-volunteer.html  

If you wish to apply for membership you have the 
following options: 

    Print out the application form, fill it in and post it 
to Wildlife Rescue South Coast with a cheque. The 
details, including the current membership fees and 
address are in the form. 

  Transfer the current membership fees direct to 
our bank, save and fill in the form on your computer, 
email it and your direct transfer receipt of payment to 
our email address. Details are in the form. 

    Pay the current membership fees by PayPal, 
save and fill in the form on your computer, email it and 
your PayPal receipt of payment to our email address. 
Details are in the form.  

To download and save our application form click: 
WRSC Membership Application 2014 

Congratulations to the winners of  the 
‘ R E S C U E D ’  R A F F L E  

1st Rod Blay - Unframed Print of any of the Limited Edition images on display at the ‘Rescued’ exhibition. 
Value $510 

2nd Gabrielle Nolan - ‘Woodbine Park Eco Cabins’ (Merimbula) voucher for 3 nights accommodation for up 
to 6 people.  

3rd Lyn & Ken Wilson - A set of selected classical CDs/DVDs from Fish Fine Music. Value $400 

4th David Harker - A carton of Southern Highlands Wines premium dozen to the value $360 

5th Lyn Tole - A $200 voucher from The Milk Factory Gallery - Gallery Shop.  

http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/uploads/1/8/3/0/18305629/wrsc_membership_application_form_2014.docx
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Captive bird management and 
Raptors husbandry  

with Chris Lloyd 
Bemboka 16 & 17 August 2014 

It didn’t take long to find out we were going to 
have an entertaining as well as informative 
weekend with Chris Lloyd in full flight (excuse 
the pun) as he described the bird world.  

This was  a hands on course, learning about crop 
hydration, diseases, feathers, feet etc. Chris in 
his presentation described the importance of the 
different bird groups’ psychological health  
which he kept referring to throughout the 2 days 
as this can be half the battle of rehabilitation. 
Keep the bird’s mind occupied even if physically 
restricted and constantly look at the bird’s  wild 
habitat for captive housing & feeding clues.  

Record keeping was strongly reinforced, even the 
slightest change in a captive bird must be noted. 
The weekend ended being divided into groups to 
test our newly acquired knowledge on capture, 
feeding, housing and release management for 4 
types of birds. 

Sincere thanks goes to Chris for sharing his  
knowledge, experience, terminology & passion 
on all things regarding birds.  

 All photos © WRSC Robyn 
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“George’s POWLs” is a sort of unofficial subset name of the Birds-in-the Backyards 
project run by Birdlife Sydney’s David Bain and Holly Parsons. For three years now 
people all over Sydney and Newcastle have been watching the breeding  activity of 
the regions’ Powerful Owls (Ninox strenua) as part of a volunteer research project on 
their population dynamics.  

In an effort to understand the species at a finer scale in an urban area we have been 
gathering data for all the pairs that can be found in the estuarine George’s. In practice 
this has meant finding all the POWLs living in urban, peri-urban and remnant bush 
along the Georges River. An historical coincidence is that the first POWL found in 
the Sydney Basin was in 1853 and reportedly came from the Georges, or more 
correctly, Cabramatta Creek where the species is still reported today. That report 
was only a decade after John Gould had described the species to the Royal Society from 
a skin of unknown provenance. 

For the latest visit: 
http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/species/Ninox-strenua 

Powerful Owl Project 
At the recent bird training courses I asked participants to donate anything they could when dipping into a 
box of surplus equipment I brought with me. The participants did and raised over $200 which gets used for 
a project with over 60 volunteers looking at the population dynamics of the Powerful Owl (POWL) in the 
George’s River - Chris Lloyd 

A website you may be interested in http://www.ala.org.au/australias‐species/ 

We would like to thank some of the Newsletter contributors ……. 

 Adrian Raeside (Raeside Cartoon) 

 Alexandra Seddon (Potoroo Palace) 

 Cartoscope Pty Ltd (Lea Turner, Sales & Marketing Manager and Renate, Cartographer ) 
 Backyard Buddies and the Foundation of National Parks & Wildlife 

 Buglife UK (Clare Dinham, Conservation Officer) 

 Chris Lloyd 

 Deborah Rose (Extinction Studies Working Group) 

 Dr Howard Ralph 

 GreenCareer  

 Healesville Sanctuary & Zoos Victoria 

 Ingo Arndt (Photographer, Germany) 

 Michael Snedic (Nature Photographer, Photography Tutor and Writer) 

 SEQ Catchments Limited & Land for Wildlife QLD  

 Sustainable Gardening Australia  

 Tania Duratovic (Tree of Compassion) 

 University of California Museum of Palaeontology  

 Wildlife Land Trust (Evan Quartermain, Program Manager Humane Society International) 

 Wildlife Rescue Magazine  
 and  

 the numerous Wildlife Rescue South Coast authors, reviewers and photographers  
 

Thank you 
2103/14 Newsletter Editorial Team 

Jane and Robyn  
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Australian High Country Raptors  
Jerry Olsen  
Institute for Applied Ecology, University of Canberra 
Colour photographs, Photographs, Illustrations, Maps  
336 pages, 245 x 170 mm  
Publisher: CSIRO PUBLISHING  

Paperback - June 2014 
ISBN: 9780643109162 - AU $ 69.95  
 
Australian High Country Raptors covers raptor species that regularly breed in the 
high country above 600 metres, from Goulburn in New South Wales down to the 
hills outside Melbourne, Victoria. Author Jerry Olsen explores the nature of these 
striking animals that are classified as Accipitriformes (diurnal hawks, falcons, 
kites and eagles), Falconiformes and Strigiformes (nocturnal owls). Comparisons 
between these high country raptors and lower-elevation breeders are also 
provided, in addition to comparisons with raptors found overseas, especially from 
North America and Europe.  

http://www.publish.csiro.au/nid/18/pid/7054.htm 

A Natural History of Australian Bats 
Working the Night Shift 
By: Steve Parish, Greg Richards, Leslie S. Hall 

To hold a little microbat in your hand, its body the size of the end of your 
thumb, is nothing but astounding. Its head is nearly the size of a man’s 
fingernail, its tiny ears are twitching as it struggles to get free, and then it 
bares its teeth to try and scare you into letting it go. Inside that tiny head is a 
powerhouse of information. Some of our little bats know the entire 
landscape of our east coast, and can pinpoint a cave entrance in dense forest 
500 km from its last home. When they get there they know what to do, 
where to forage, which bat to mate with and how to avoid local predators. A 
Natural History of Australian Bats uncovers the unique biology and ecology 
of these wonderful creatures. It features a description of each bat species 
found in Australia, as well as a section on bat myths. The book is enhanced 
by stunning colour photographs from Steve Parish, most of which have 
never been seen before. 
http://www.booktopia.com.au/a-natural-history-of-australian-bats-steve-parish/
prod9780643103740.html 

ISBN: 9780643103740 
ISBN-10: 0643103740  
Audience:  Professional  
Format:  Hardcover  
Language:  English  

Number of Pages: 192 
Published:  1st June 2012 
Publisher:  CSIRO Publishing  
Dimensions (cm): 29.7 x 21.0  x 1.8  
Weight (kg): 1.0  

Shoalhaven Heads Spring Fair  
Sunday 21 September 2014 

At the Public School 
47 Ravenscliffe Road, Shoalhaven Heads  

10am to 2pm  

http://www.booktopia.com.au/a-natural-history-of-australian-bats-steve-parish/prod9780643103740.html
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Legislative Council Notice of  Motion: Glenbog wombats 
1976. Mr Shoebridge to move 
1.That this House notes that:  
(a) the Wombat Protection Society recently marked about 150 burrows in the 
Glenbog State Forest with GPS coordinates and bright paint to allow loggers 
to avoid the burrows,  
(b) agreement was obtained with the Forestry Corporation to ensure entrances 
to burrows were not obstructed by logging debris or otherwise damaged,  
(c) despite this understanding, logging operations in the Glenbog State Forest 
have since caused the collapse of burrow entrances, meaning wombats have 
been buried alive and will starve to death,  
(d) the Environmental Protection Authority inspected the site and provided 
recommendations about protecting wombat burrows but took no further 
action, and  
(e) further logging is planned in this forest in areas with large wombat 
populations.  
2. That this House call on the Government to:  
(a) immediately halt logging in Glenbog State Forest,  
(b) condemn the actions of Forestry Corporation in allowing the destruction of 
these burrows, and  
(c) urgently review policies in place to protect native species including 
wombats from harm during logging operations.  
(Notice given 14 August 2014expires Notice Paper No. 228) 

Glenbog Wombats: Link to radio interview with Evan Quartermain, Program Manager, Humane Society International 
http://www.aqob.com.au/details.phpp_id=993&listid=701&slistid=&seo=A_sorry_site:_Glenbog_State_Forest&menuid=category_id_16&submenuid 

Glenbog YouTube clip by Bronte Somerset  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qb93-7B2lik 

 

An update from Glenbog State Forest 
Marie and Ray Wynan, Jarake Sanctuary 
30 August 2014 

It seems the Forestry Corporation packed up their machinery and left the area. Due to the pressure from an amazing amount of 
people, they left the remaining area and an additional 29 burrows were saved. The amount of wombats and other flora and fauna 
saved by exposure from the media and public outrage truly has made an incredible difference. 

Let us not forget the wombats that died by being buried alive. Let us not make it acceptable to call it “collateral damage” just because 
they are “only” protected and not a “threatened” species (it just not good enough). Bare Nosed wombats are highly intelligent and 
the thoughts of the panic and fear they had to endure before they slowly died is horrendous.  

There need to be changes of attitudes from the contractors, supervisors and planners within the working zones. The Forestry 
Corporation need to include clauses of protecting wombat burrows in their final approval plans for ALL areas and not be permitted 
to plan Dump Points, new roads etc above burrows. EPA has to follow up and “heavily fine/jail sentences” for breeches by the 
Forestry. Burying animals alive is a crime against the Animal Cruelty Act, where is the RSPCA? Where is the National Parks? Why is 
the Forestry not held accountable?  

Currently, the logging continues in other areas with many other wombat burrows in danger and again we hear ~ the “collateral 
damage”, “they are only protected, not threatened”, “we do not need to look for wombat burrows” and “we do not get paid to avoid 
burrows” ………… we all need to keep fighting, to keep pushing, to make changes happen and NOW! 

Many thanks to all  
From all the Bare Nosed Wombats that survived and remembering those who did not. 
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W i l d l i f e  R e s c u e  S o u t h  C o a s t  I n c .  
( f u n d  r a i s i n g  a u t h o r i t y  n u m b e r  C F N 1 6 6 8 1 )  

R A F F L E  
Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5 

Win these terrific prizes: 

1st. ‘Woodbine Park Eco Cabins’ (Merimbula) voucher for 3 nights 
accommodation for up to 6 people. A 2 bedroom cabin – 1 x Queen + 1 
room with 4 single beds. Value $500 (approx.)  

Woodbine Park is located inside the Bournda 
National Park.  
http://www.woodbinepark.com.au/ 

 
2nd. A unique handmade “Rare Bag” – made from recycled, rescued and remnant 

fabrics. Value $120.  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/RARE-BAGS/223098991682 
Tickets can be purchased by direct credit to: 

WRSC BSB: 641800  
Account: 045108382  

Reference: “RAFSEP + Name” 
Send payment receipt via email to  
payments@wildlife-rescue.org.au  

so we can send your lucky raffle ticket numbers 
The Raffle will be drawn at the ‘tails, whales & scales’ day 28 September 2014 in Kangaroo Valley 
All Winners not present on the day will be notified by phone or email within 2 days of the draw. 

Prizes cannot be transferred or redeemed for cash 
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Please RSVP to Adam Woods by 24 September at 
awoods@conservationvolunteers.com.au or  

phone 02 4228 9246. Please include numbers for 
catering & dietary requirements. 

V isit ‘Woody’ at the Bowral Public School 
Markets 2nd Saturday of each month 

8am to 1pm.  

http://www.bowralpsmarket.com/ 

Wingecarribee  

Schools Environment Day  

Lake Alexandra Reserve Mittagong 

Tuesday 14 October 2014.  

Please contact ʹWoodyʹ if you can be part of the 

team on the Wildlife Rescue South Coast stall 

 

Saturday 1 and Sunday 2 

November 2014 
The Eden Whale Festival has markets, live music 

and  stage  performances,  educational  stalls, 

whale watching and a whole lot more. 

http://www.edenwhalefestival.com.au/  
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Kindly reproduced with permission from SEQ Catchments an extract from their ‘G4 Wildlife friendly fencing and netting’ Land for Wildlife notes  
http://www.lfwseq.org.au/notes-library 

What about Netting? 
Netting of fruit trees and other horticultural crops is used to prevent wildlife such as birds and flying foxes from eating or 
damaging crops. Some animals – including flying foxes, reptiles (e.g. snakes and lizards), birds, and even possums - may 
become entangled and die in netting. While all types of netting have the potential to kill wildlife if not erected properly, the 
most serious is monofilament netting (or ‘bird netting’). This fine, nylon netting (which is not actually designed for use in 
trees) is readily available, and is so fine that it is invisible to nocturnal wildlife. 

Unfortunately, nets continue to be a threat to wildlife even after they lose their usefulness in protecting fruit. It is important to 
remove any old netting from your property. 

Backyard fruit tree netting comes in two types: safe and unsafe. Unsafe netting captures and kills thousands of flying foxes 
each year. Strangulation and dehydration are common, and this can mean lactating females are left unable to return to their 
hungry babies back in the colony. 

The endless stream of entanglement rescues and rehabilitation work is an huge and unnecessary burden on wildlife volunteers. 
There is also a profound issue of animal cruelty. Flying foxes and other entangled wildlife can be trapped in netting, injured 
for days before anyone notices. Wings are broken and mouths are torn in their efforts to escape. They are frequently found 
dead. 

But you can help end this preventable cruelty. It's easy to tell safe netting from unsafe netting! 

Safe netting: There are less harmful alternatives available, including nets of white knitted materials, 
which is more visible to wildlife. You also cannot poke your finger through safe netting – the holes 
are too small.  Any netting you CAN'T poke your finger through is safe for flying foxes and other 
animals. This netting must be pulled tight over a frame surrounding the tree or trees, so that wildlife 
‘bounce’ off it rather than getting entangled. It is also important to check your netting daily for 
entangled wildlife. 

The good news is that many large netting / hardware retailers are already selling wildlife safe netting -- including Fruitsaver, 
Fruit-sock, Hailguard and Coolaroo. The added benefit of using wildlife safe netting in orchards and on farms is that it may 
assist in the reduction of the fruit fly problem and insect pests damaging your fruit. 

The bad news is that many other retailers continue to sell netting that is unsafe for wildlife. 

Australia needs state-by-state regulations to stop the installation of wildlife-unsafe netting on backyard fruit trees. 

There are many advantages to regulating netting use in backyards: 

 Decreasing animal entanglement & death by up to 90 per cent 
 Decreased risk to domestic animals and members of the public from entangled animals 
 Reduced cost to householders in replacing netting from which animals have been cut 
 Decrease in long term costs: wildlife-safe netting is typically stronger and long lasting 
 Substantially decreased workload and risks for volunteer wildlife workers 
 Significant cost reduction for wildlife shelters 
 Decreased trauma to members of the public and wildlife workers, who currently witness the animal 

cruelty caused by these nets 
 A level playing field for netting retailers 

Demand wildlife safe netting 
The vast majority of  wildlife who get entangled in unsafe netting do so in Victoria, NSW and Queensland. Please email or 
write to the state environment Ministers in these states calling for netting to be regulated so that only wildlife safe netting can 
be legally installed over backyard fruit trees. 

Victoria 
The Hon Ryan Smith, MP 
Minister for Environment and Climate Change 
Level 17, 8 Nicholson Street, Melbourne, VIC 3000 
(03) 9637 8890 
ryan.smith@parliament.vic.gov.au 

NSW  
The Hon Rob Stokes MP 
Minister for Environment and Heritage 
Lvl 32 1 Farrer Place Sydney NSW 2000 
(02) 9228 5253 
office@stokes.minister.nsw.gov.au  

Queensland 
The Hon Andrew Powell MP 
Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection 
Level 13, 400 George Street 
Brisbane QLD 4000 
GPO Box 2454, Brisbane QLD 4001 
(07) 323 90844 
Environment@ministerial.qld.gov.au 

http://www.lfwseq.org.au/notes-library 
http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 
http://www.wildlifefriendlyfencing.com/WFF/Netting.html 
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2014/2015 COMMITTEE 

President 

Jo Evans ...................................................... 0411 500 621 
jevans@accsoft.com.au 

Vice President 
Dusty Jones ................................................ 0423 958 059 

snakeremovals@live.com 

Treasurer 
Joy Weatherall ................................................ 4443 3272 

0417 677 917 
noddysview@bigpond.com 

Secretary  
Lindsay Francis ........................................... 0417 228 478 

lindsayfrancis@hotmail.com 

General Committee  

Debbie Colbert  ............................................... 4441 5948 
0403 305 948 

colbertd@westnet.com.au 

Kim Goodsell ................................................... 4422 4453 
0488 996 604 

kimgoodsell.kg@gmail.com 

Nikki Hunter .............................................. 0450 077 747 
n.e.hunter@hotmail.com 

Jenny Packwood ........................................ 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Richard Woodman  
(Woody) .......................................................... 4885 2008 

0412 002 400 
richard.woodman7000@gmail.com 

 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast General Meetings start at 7pm 
Library Annex, 10 Berry Street, Nowra 

Refreshments provided 

 
 
 
 
 

  1 October  Committee Meeting 
  8 October General Meeting 
  5 November Committee Meeting 
12 November General Meeting 

The Australasian Bird Fair 
The Armory at Sydney Olympic Park 25 – 26 October 2014 

The Australasian Bird Fair will offer a broad range of organised birding 
activities throughout the event precincts. These will all be accessible by foot, 
bicycle or by hopping on the free shuttle bus. 
Local experts will be at each of the locations to point out birds of interest, including 
migratory shorebirds (depending on the tides), waterbirds and birds of the parklands.. 
A bulletin board will be maintained near the front gate of the Australasian Bird Fair 
to provide updates on bird sightings at various locations during the day. 

Announcing the Nikon Australia Australasian Bird Fair Photographic Competition!  
Bird Fair sponsors, Nikon Australia, are offering an exciting range of their fantastic camera and binocular 
ranges as prizes in what is sure to be a hotly contested photographic competition. With the addition of 
runners up prizes a total pool prize on offer will be more than $10,000!  

Five Categories 
1. Bird Portraits (Whole bird, head shots, etc) 
2. Flight (Images of birds in flight) 
3. Environmental (Images of a bird or a flock of birds in their natural habitat) 
4. Action & Behaviour (Photographs of a bird or birds in action or exhibiting interesting behaviour) 
5. Digital art including black & white 

Find out more on the news page ….. 
http://www.birdfair.com.au/nikon-australia-australasian-bird-fair-photographic-competition/ 
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Flying - Foxes and Microbats 
with Gerry Hawkins 

Shoalhaven Bat Clinic 23 & 24 August 2014 

Flying Foxes and Microbats are very important for our 
environment and each individual bat has their own 
little personality. They often come into care and require 
our help from time to time. Gerry Hawkins passed on 
her many years of experience with these amazing 
creatures to new carers on all things ‘batty’ including 
rescue, care, treatment of injuries, release and raising 
young.  

The course included theory, demonstrations and hands 
on experience with dead bats (and alive bats for those 
who were vaccinated). The warmers months are 
approaching and with them come the batty babies, so it 
is great to have a new bunch of carers ready to help out 
this season.  

Thank you Gerry and the Shoalhaven Bat Clinic! 

Review Nikki Hunter  
All photos © WRSC Janine Davies 
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WRSC	had	articles	in	July	and	
August			

‘About……our	Bay	and	Basin’	
Magazine	

You	can	view	the	magazines	as	PDF	 iles		
on	their	website		

http://aboutbayandbasin.org/about_1.html	

South Coast Register 
Researchers urge great vigilance on lyssavirus  
Aug. 26, 2014, 6:43 p.m. 

A rabies-like virus, ABLV had previously only been detected in bats and humans.  

THE confirmation of the first two cases of Australian bat lyssavirus (ABLV) in horses last year has 
highlighted the need for greater awareness of the disease in all domestic animals, according to a report in 
the Australian Veterinary Journal. 

A rabies-like virus, ABLV had previously only been detected in bats and humans and until 2013 Australia 
had been considered free from these types of viruses in domestic and feral animals, including horses. 

The report authors want horses and other domestic animals that present with progressive neurological 
disease or symptoms reflecting diffuse neurological dysfunction to be tested for ABLV so appropriate post-
exposure and treatment assessment can take place. Testing will also provide a greater understanding of the 
disease’s prevalence in Australia. 

According to co-authors Dr Ed Annand and Dr Peter Reid, the two cases demonstrate that ABLV can infect 
domestic animals. “This possibility had previously been acknowledged but never before confirmed,” they 
said. 

“In the past, people have become infected with the deadly lyssavirus by being scratched or bitten by a 
flying fox or micro-bat, but the spillover to horses reported in our paper indicates that animals other than 
bats can pose potential human health threats.” 

The AVA recommends vets and wildlife carers in contact with bats should be vaccinated against rabies. 

http://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/2515450/researchers-urge-great-vigilance-on-lyssavirus/?cs=203 

 
If YOU find an injured or orphaned Flying - Fox  

please contact your local wildlife rescue group  

so that a VACCINATED TRAINED CARER can attend.  

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED FOR PROJECT ON 
HUMPBACK WHALES  

IN JERVIS BAY NSW AUSTRALIA  
http://www.marinemammalresearch.com/projects/

JervisBayHumpbackwhaleProject.html  
Humpback Whale (Megaptera novaeangliae) 
Phase 1#, SOUTHERN MIGRATION DATA COLLECTION 
(SMDC) 
Phase 2#, CETACEAN BEHAVIOURAL, ECOLOGY and 
DISTRIBUTION (CBED) 
The Marine Mammal Research Unit (MMR) is 
seeking applications from volunteers for a 1 
to 3 weeks distribution and behaviour 
study on humpback whales in October 2014.  
The study will be conducted at Jervis 
Bay, New South Wales (about 3 hours south of 
Sydney). 
Phase 2# from 6th to 26th of October. 
Priority will be for volunteers who can 
commit to 2-3 weeks or if applicant is 
suitable 1 week maybe ok. 

Marine Mammal Research Unit (MMR) 
University of Sydney (UOS) 
Marine explorer (MEX)  

http://www.marinemammalresearch.com/projects/JervisBayHumpbackwhaleProject.html
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Birds North 
(Wollongong, Southern Highlands, 
Kiama, Nowra) 
Judy Bailey ....................... 4423 2295 

0407 946 173 
judith.bailey4@bigpond.com 

Birds South 
(Bay and Basin, Sussex, Batemans 
Bay, Moruya, Southern Tablelands) 
Jenny Packwood ........... 0418 497 345 

packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Flying Foxes and Microbats 

Gerry Hawkins ............. 0414 931 452 
batsgalore@shoalhaven.net.au  

Janine Davies ............... 0434 480 661 
jix3@bigpond.com 

Macropods 

Kim Goodsell ................... 4422 4453 
0488 996 604 

kimgoodsell.kg@gmail.com 

Possums and Gliders 

Debbie Colbert ................. 4441 5948 
0403 305 948 

colbertd@westnet.com.au 

Raptors  

Jenny Packwood .......... 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Reptiles, Snakes, & Amphibians 

Jane Mills ......................... 4421 7883 
0407 297 264 

janemills@shoalhaven.net.au 

Small Mammals and Echidnas 

Rhonda Parker .................. 4448 3414 
billrhon1@bigpond.com 

Threatened Species 

Jenny Packwood .......... 0418 497 345 
packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Wombats 

Shirley Lack ..................... 4443 4877 
0438 434 877 

babywombats@bigpond.com 

In training: 
Lyn Obern  .................. 0432 346 641 

lynobern@bigpond.com 

SHOALHAVEN SPECIES CO-ORDINATORS  

Coming 18 & 19 October 2014 (Nowra area)  
ADVANCED VENOMOUS SNAKE COURSE 

with 
John Mostyn  

John has over 12 years’ experience in the zoological industry specialising in venomous snakes. Presently, John is the 
head of the venom department at the Australian Reptile Park (Gosford). He provides the care of the venomous 
snakes including: Tigersnakes, Cobras and Taipans, Eastern Browns and Death Adders, King Brown and Rattlesnakes, 
Eyelash Vipers and others as well as being in charge of the venom extraction and milking venomous snakes for 
BioCSL for the production of Antivenins. John also has been keeping venomous snakes privately for over 20yrs, and 
been rescuing venomous snakes for over 18 years.  

John developed and runs: 
 venomous snake handling courses, both for the beginner and advanced keepers . 
 catch and release courses for people wishing to obtain their catch and release license.  
John is a qualified Certificate IV work place trainer and assessor,  Certificate III in Captive Animals, Certificate IV Vet 
Nursing. John runs the most UP TO DATE and ADVANCED VENOMOUS SNAKE courses and due to their popularity 
bookings are essential. To date John has trained staff at Major Zoos and Wildlife Parks, as well as wildlife rescue 
groups and private individuals.  
 

Cost, Manual and venue are still to be confirmed but bookings & enquiries can be made to  
Jenny Packwood WRSC Education Co-ordinator  Mobile: 0418 497 345 Email: packwoodcj1@bigpond.com 

Reproduced with permission “Wings in motion” © Salah Baazizi 

2 day Advanced Avian Course - 
Chris Lloyd  

Greenwell Point Community Hall 
Greenwell Point Road 

27 & 28 September 
 enquiries can be made to  

Jenny Packwood WRSC Education Co-ordinator  
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Michael Snedic’s Full Day Photography Workshop at Taronga Zoo – Sydney 

When: Saturday 25 of October 2014 
Time: 9.30am to 5pm 

Price: $235.00 

Come and spend a day at Sydney’s amazing Taronga Zoo, learning how to photograph a wide variety of animals 
on display. The day will be predominantly based around how to best photographing animals/wildlife, as well as a 
short session on landscapes. No matter what type of photography you are in to, you will benefit greatly from the 
tips and techniques offered on the day. 

All levels of experience are welcome, including total beginners. Photographic tuition is geared towards various 
skill levels and Michael is very patient with participants. Questions are very welcome! 

Topics Covered Include: 

Composition 
Recommended Aperture 
Recommended Shutter Speeds and ISO 
Focal Points 
Focus Styles 
Metering 
Exposure Compensation  
(for Aperture Priority) 
Flash Use 
Hand-held versus Monopod 
Recommended Accessories 
And Much More… 

How to book: 
For more information on this workshop or to book your place, please contact Michael on 0408 941 965 or visit 
http://michaelsnedic.com/workshops-and-tours/full-day-photography-workshop-at-taronga-zoo-sydney/ 

A new ‘family’ membership 

Congratulations 
Belinda Gales & Phil Donovan 

On the birth of your son 

Marcus John  
29 August 2014 

Heidi Russell North Nowra 

Angela Calabrese Culburra Beach 

Nicole & Jackson Poelzl Kangaroo Valley 

Penelope, Samantha &  

Adelaide Pilt Exeter 

Gary & Jo Matthews Kangaroo Valley 

Natalie Mylius Kangaroo Valley 

Paul Nancekivell Worrigee 

Kylie Blain Tura Beach 

Number of current Members: 290 

Number of Authorised Carers: 138 
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Bromeliads are an interesting group of plants with over 3000 described species in 
approximately 56 genera. Some bromeliads are epiphytic (grow on trees or other 
objects for support) while some require soil for their roots – including the most well-
known member of the family – the pineapple plant (Ananas comosus). Bromeliads are 
very easy to grow in warm and temperate climates, and have an amazing range of 
foliage, flower shapes and colours. Most bromeliads grow in a rosette form with a 
central well, and their unusual flowers grow from the central well. 

The blade leaves of bromeliads funnel a lot of water into the central well, providing 
moisture for insects and other small creatures in times of drought, and the insects 
provide organic matter to fertilise the plants. This regular supply of food and water 
attracts frogs.  

If you like having frogs in your garden, try growing some bromeliad genera – Aechmea, 
Billbergia, Neoregalia, Vriesea or Wittrockia — which have soft, leathery, broad leaves and 
grow best in part shade around the base of trees. These bromeliads rely mostly on their 
central well for water and food, and use soil mainly for support. The rosette of leaves  
provides a hiding place for frogs and the colourful flowers also give the frogs an ideal 
vantage point to catch insects. Where you plant bromeliads you create a natural habitat 
for frogs. Bromeliads require shade and good drainage, they don’t like sitting in water, 
direct sun or frost.  

In memorandum  
Dorothy Ada Morgan 

former Native Animals Network Association (NANA) member 

 Shirley Lack (Life Member) shares her memories of Dorothy: 

Dorothy Morgan was a lovely kind and gentle lady, always eager to help and would often go on rescues for 

me and indeed any NANA member, she was on the phone roster for many years, and passed away about 3 

months ago. Dorothyʹs passion was  looking after older  large dogs that needed to be re‐homed, some of her 

dogs were  very  large  indeed.  I  remember when we  had  the  2000  ‐  2001  bush  fires  and  Basin View was 

evacuated. Dorothy would not go  to  the Nowra  showground as  she would have been  separated  from her 

beloved dog so she stayed with us for a few days. Dorothy slept in our spare bedroom along with her very 

large dog. 

Dorothy had  the most wicked  sense of humour,  she was  always  laughing  and  indeed  always made other 

people laugh. I remember when NANA held their dinner dance every year Dorothy was always there at the 

end helping with the washing up and cleaning up the mess. Along with being an animal lover Dorothy loved 

to garden, she often arrived at my home with cutting from her plants, these cutting are still treasured by me as 

they came from such a lovely lady. Dorothy had been in poor health for about 18 months, she will be greatly 

missed by her family, friends and especially all the animals both domestic and wildlife.  

 

Rest in Peace 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. thank Dorothy for her generous bequeath. 

F rogs are attracted to bromeliads 

Bromeliads © WRSC Robyn 
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Be frog friendly 
Amphibians (animals with permeable skin that lay their eggs in water), including toads and frogs, with the variety of 
their forms and functions make them key parts of our ecosystems, and they also play important roles in the food web 
and nutrient cycling. 

Amphibian populations are in decline, human activities are thought to have impacted upon the populations’ viability, 
including: insecticide use; loss of habitat; the introduction of exotic fauna and climate change. 

The sensitivity of amphibians’ skin to their surroundings makes them susceptible to chemicals and pollutants that 
often make their way into the environment from waterways. Overharvesting and disease also impacts frog and toad 
populations. 

Encouraging frogs is a wonderful way to bring back lost biodiversity and a worthwhile addition to any garden. 
Creating a pond or bog garden may encourage native frogs to visit your garden, but remember that they are not a 
replacement for good waterways management. They may, however, provide a place for amphibians to reside and 
breed in the correct conditions. Hearing the call of frogs any evening is a fantastic sound (frogs can be vocal – 
especially at night) but remember that not all your neighbours may agree, so think carefully about where you place 
your pond/bog. 

Water 
Frogs and toads have a semi-permeable exterior that allows moisture and oxygen to be absorbed through the skin. 
For this reason they require an environment that is permanently moist or wet to avoid dehydration or desiccation. 
Water also plays an important role in the lifecycle of frogs – it is where they breed and spend the first part of their 
lifecycle as tadpoles. 

Location 
It is important to consider the location of your frog pond. The area should ideally:  

Be protected from potential predators, including cats & dogs 

Receive part shade and part sun 

Be located near a source of insects  

Not enter a waterway either directly or indirectly 

Also ensure no run-off that contains potential pollutants will enter your pond (such as run-off from 
your compost bin) 

Not disturb either you or your neighbours  

Plant Selection 
Select local native species that will provide suitable habitat for local frogs. Incorporating local plants will also attract 
insects and, in turn, provide a food source. 

Put taller species at the back of the pond and ensure a large variety of plants are incorporated both in and around the 
pond a n d  provide submerged and floating plants in the pond as well. Providing grasses, ground covers and  clumping 
plants will provide an excellent habitat. 

A facebook site that may interest... 

Gardens for Wildlife — G4W 
Government 

https://www.facebook.com/Gardensforwildlife 

Dick Smith Foods are donating $1 Million to charity 
this year!! Please help Wildlife Rescue South Coast 
be one of them by voting for us as your favourite 
charity. Simply send a photo of a Dick Smith Food 
p r o d u c t / s  f r o m  y o u r  p a n t r y  t o 
charity@dicksmithfoods.com.au and nominate 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. as your charity. 
Points are counted for each Dick Smith product in 
the photo and bonus points can be obtained by 
sending a photo of yourself holding up a product to a 
group of up to ten people.  
For full details see  
http://www.dicksmithfoods.com.au/charity-breakthrough 
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Kangaroos 
The kangaroo is one of Australia’s most iconic animals and most species are endemic to Australia. There are over 60 
different species of kangaroo and their close relatives, with all kangaroos belonging to the super family 
Macropodoidea (or macropods, meaning ‘great-footed’). The super family is divided into the Macropodidae and the 
Potoroidae families. 

The Macropodidae (macropod) family includes kangaroos, wallabies, wallaroos, pademelons, tree-kangaroos and 
forest wallabies. Species in the macropod family vary greatly in size and weight, ranging from 0.5 kilograms to 90 
kilograms. The Potoroinae (potoroid) family of kangaroos includes the potoroo, bettong and rat-kangaroo, which 
live only in Australia. 

Kangaroos of different types live in all areas of Australia, from cold-climate areas and desert plains, to tropical 
rainforests and beaches. 

Life and habitat 
Kangaroos are herbivorous, eating a range of plants and, in some 
cases, fungi. Most are nocturnal but some are active in the early 
morning and late afternoon. Different kangaroo species live in a 
variety of habitats. Potoroids, for example, make nests while tree-
kangaroos live above ground in trees. Larger species of kangaroo 
tend to shelter under trees or in caves and rock clefts. 

Kangaroos of all sizes have one thing in common: powerful back 
legs with long feet. Most kangaroos live on the ground and are 
distinguished from other animals by the way they hop on their 
strong back legs. A kangaroo’s tail is used to balance while 
hopping and as a fifth limb when moving slowly. 

All female kangaroos have front-opening pouches that contain 
four teats. This is where the ‘joey’, or young kangaroo is raised 
until it can survive outside the pouch. 

http://www.dfat.gov.au/facts/kangaroos.html © WRSC Gavin Swan 

Removing a joey from the pouch is not as easy as it 
sounds. If the mother has already reached rigor mortis 
(stiffening of the body after death) the pouch opening 
may be quite small and tight and removing the joey could 
be difficult and may cause injury. Even if the body is still 
soft there may not be enough room to manoeuvre and free 
the joey without damaging it. 

Removal of a joey from the pouch should not be forced 
and do not yank at the teat as it will cause damage to the 
joey’s mouth and jaw. Furless and just furred joeys have 
their lips fused and are permanently attached to the teat - 
so if you find one at this stage the teat will need to be cut 
off the mother. If this is the case then Wildlife Rescue 
South Coast or your local wildlife group should be 
involved…... 

In some roadkill cases, the joey may have been flung out 
of the pouch during the impact of the accident. It may be 
on the road near the mother, or if it is bigger the joey may 
have left the mother’s pouch and be hiding nearby. Do 
not try to feed the joey anything. They need special milk, 
special teats and those involved in vehicle collisions often 
need treatment for wounds and bruising. If you find a 
joey wrap it in a soft cloth and contact Wildlife Rescue 
South Coast or your local wildlife group immediately. 

Marsupial Joey 
Did you know that a marsupial joey (eg: a kangaroo, possum, wombat, etc) can live up to five days in the pouch of 
its dead mother? So, if you see a dead adult on the side of the road, or if you accidentally hit one while driving, or if 
your cat or dog brings a dead possum home to you, then you should always check the pouch - there may be a joey 
alive inside!  



 

0418 427 214  Illawarra, Southern Highlands & South Coast  Eurobodalla & Sapphire Coasts  0417 238 921 

WILDLIFE RESCUE SOUTH COAST  

…..@ www.wildlife-rescue.org.au 

The ‘Mammals’ section of the Wildlife Rescue South Coast 
website has been updated. New pages on Bats, Koalas, 
Possums, Wombats, Echidnas and Macropods have been 
included to show the range of mammals our volunteer 
members rescue and care for prior to eventual release.  

There is also a new wildlife safe fencing and netting general 
information page available with 2 PDF downloads and 
linked to the wildlife friendly fencing project website. This 
page can be accessed under the ‘Home’ tab.  

Do you know what a mammal is and how many 
mammals groups can be found in Australia? 

Other than ‘Who we are’ and the latest monthly Newsletter 
download the home page of the WRSC website advertises our 
latest fundraising project.  

 August saw the ‘Rescued’ exhibition and raffle advertised.  

 Throughout September our latest raffle is being advertised. 
Get in quick as the draw is at the close of the ‘tails, whales 
and scales’ celebration, 28 September 2014. 

 The 2015 calendar is presently on the print presses but will 
be shortly available at local vets, our fundraising events 
and market stalls as well as selected outlets throughout our 
licenced area ie from the Illawarra and Shoalhaven down to 
the Far South Coast and the Victorian border.  

No matter where you live you will also be able to order the 
calendar by PayPal or credit card on our website. Look for 
the ad on the home page of www.wildlife-rescue.org.au. 

 Don’t miss out as 2014 calendars were SOLD OUT!! 

COMING SOON IS THE 

 2015 CALENDAR 

MAMMALSMAMMALS  
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