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Please help us help Wildlife 
‘Slow down!’ 

these school holidays, 
 over Easter and on ANZAC Day 

 WILDLIFE 
LIVE 
HERE 

© WRSC Wendy McFarlane 
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A special thank you…. 
To the businesses who support Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. by allowing one of our donation tins in their premises and 
their patrons who generously & regularly give which helps us with our rescue and rehabilitation efforts. 

Nowra Farmers Market  Red Zebra Cafe Nowra  

To the businesses and organization who donated to Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc.  

To the individual generous March donors: 

Graeme and Lyndal L 

Carole W 

Lisa E 

Alana W 

Debbie W 

Nathaly H 

David B 

Robyn F 

Edith H 

Alan H 

Emily P  

Justine K  

Tania R  

Kirsten V  

Allen G 

Timea & Phillip S 

Yallah TAFE Vet Nurses   Optimum Experiences Fitzroy Falls Conference Centre 

All of your generous donations go directly towards helping us help wildlife. If you have made a donation to 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. and have not received your tax deductable receipt or your name has not been 
included in the list and you wish it to be please contact us at treasurer@wildlife-rescue.org.au.  

Please if you make a donation, especially by direct debit, email the bank confirmation receipt to 
treasurer@wildlife-rescue.org.au  and tell us why and/or the species you wish the donation to go towards. We 
want to thank you, we want your donation to go to the intended recipient and we want to send you a tax 
deductible receipt for helping us help wildlife. We can’t do it without you. 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc. 
thank  

Kangaroo Valley  
Fudge House & Ice Creamery 

1/162 Moss Vale Road 
Kangaroo Valley 

for being one of our  
2017 calendar sponsors 

http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/please-donate.html 

BSB 641 800 
Account 200469788 
Name Wildlife Rescue Fund 
 Please email your bank confirmation receipt to  

treasurer@wildlife-rescue.org.au  
or 

PayPal & credit card via the website 
 $2 or more are tax deductible 

P l e a s e  d o nat e  to  h e l p  u s … .  
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The first koala ever spotted by a European was in the Southern Highlands. The first specimen 
sent away to the Museums of Europe was collected here too – a couple of paws traded from some 
local Aboriginals and stored in a bottle of rum.  

Even the word ‘koala’ comes from the Highlands with the Gundungurra calling them Colo or 
Cola, from which the hamlet of Colo Vale gets its name.  

Yet the koalas of the Highlands have been largely overlooked since the 1930s when drought, fire 
and the fur trade decimated the population. Ever since, unbeknown to most residents, the 
Highlands koalas have been quietly rebuilding their population.  

Now, an innovative project is reacquainting the human residents of the Highlands with its most 
loved furry, tree-dwelling residents.  

Twenty koalas have been fitted with satellite tracking tags and set free to provide information on 
where koalas live, what they eat and how they move about. Hundreds of spotlighting sites have 
been created to help build maps of habitat and corridors for use in conservation and development 
planning – to ensure that the Highlands koalas never again suffer a population crash and that they 
can continue to live, breed and move about as they have done for millennia. 

Rediscovering Southern Highlands koalas 
9 February 2017 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/news/rediscovering-southern-highlands-koalas 

A satellite tracking project involving 20 koalas is shedding light on 
this free-ranging population and its habitat. The story of the Southern 
Highlands koalas is one of hope and population recovery.  

©RA 

Wildlife roadside warning signs are common in 
rural areas and are mostly used where the 
wildlife road toll is high. Collisions with wildlife 
can also be fatal for humans too, so spread the 
word to ‘SLOW DOWN’.  

 I am heading in the right direction 
~ thanks to  

Wildlife Rescue South Coast  
With the recent wet weather the Eastern 
long-necked turtle is often seen crossing 
roads, where unfortunately it is frequently 
killed by motor vehicles. Please remove 
turtles to the side of the road they are 
heading toward. If noticeably hurt as long 
as there are no severe internal injuries, a 
cracked or broken shell may be repaired by 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast so please 
contact us if you find an injured turtle. 

For more information visit:  
http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/turtles.html 

©RA 

http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/turtles.html
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OPINION:	Sustainable	Bathurst	with	Tracy	Sorensen		
http://www.westernadvocate.com.au/story/4507019/from‐disaster‐to‐recovery‐in‐one‐dark‐wet‐evening/	

Tracy	Sorensen	
3	Mar	2017,	6	p.m.	

NEW HOME: Some of the kangaroos that have been relocated from around Mount Panorama to a release site outside Bathurst. 
A storm on Thursday might have been disastrous for the program. Photo: SUPPLIED 030117dart2 

FOR a moment, it looked like a complete disaster. After months of careful corralling, the roos in the top 
paddock might once again be loose.  

The short, sharp storm on Thursday night had somehow caused the long northerly stretch of temporary fencing to fall over.  

The heavy concrete footings now pointed uselessly up in the air; the chainmail fencing was lying almost flat against the 
ground. A few kangaroos were out, nibbling at the fresh green grass.  

Since the middle of last year, Helen Bergen and Ray Mjadwesch have been leading an unprecedented project to get a mob 
of kangaroos off Mount Panorama to new digs away from racing cars and horses.  

The project has consumed most of their time and a lot of their own money.  

After a series of lows and blows, there was a high point at the council meeting last month when councillors voted 
unanimously to continue paying the bill for the temporary fencing until the project was complete. And now that very 
temporary fencing was lying flat on the ground.  

I had gone up to join the volunteer team for an evening of darting and transferring roos. But when I got there with my big 
raincoat and head torch, the scene was a rather depressing one. The few of us that were there spread out along the downed 
fence to keep the roos on the right side of it. 

But then, after a few frantic phone calls, the most amazing sight.  

Car headlights coming up the Mount. It was people coming out on a wet Thursday night to help push the fence back up.  

A job almost impossible for the few was made easy by the many. The teams worked along the fencing, cutting the joining 
wires so that sections could be pushed back into place.  

One, two, three, up! And then they melted back into the night. It was a wonderful moment that showed what can be done – 
almost effortlessly – when people are committed to a cause. The original core of volunteers returned to the task at hand.  

After midnight, a troop carrier with some tranquilised kangaroos in it – their eyes covered by towels, stretched out on 
blankets, their flanks rising and falling with their steady breaths - made its way to the kangaroos’ new home. 

Reproduced with permission 
Tracy Sorensen is the president of Bathurst Community Climate Action Network.  

Visit www.bccan.org.au. 
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The 2016/17 Committee…. 
President 

Richard Woodman (Woody) 

Vice President 
Dusty Jones 

Treasurer 
Vikki Dooper 

Secretary 
Jenny Packwood 

Committee Members 
Margaret Barnaby 

Debbie Colbert  
Kim Goodsell 

Sam Jaye 

Email addresses……. 
committee@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

fsc@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
info@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

membership@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
newsletter@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
payments@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
president@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
secretary@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
treasurer@wildlife-rescue.org.au 
training@wildlife-rescue.org.au 

 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Training 

PROVIDE FIRST AID 
(This course was formerly known as  
Senior First Aid and Apply First Aid) 

This course is nationally recognized.  

Participants are required to complete an 
online learning session prior to the face 
to face course date, print off the 
completion certificate and bring it to the 
practical training day they attend.  

Wednesday 26 April  
Shoalhaven Ex-Servicemen’s  

Sports Club 
131 Greenwell Point Rd, Worrigee 

Cost is $65 per person payable in 
advance  

For initial registration and full 
information contact  

Debbie Colbert  
colbertd@westnet.com.au  

or 0403 305 948  

Draft	Recovery	Plan	for	the	Grey‐headed	Flying‐fox	
Public	comment	
You are invited to comment on this draft recovery plan in accordance with 
the provisions of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 

The public comment period closes 24 April 2017. 

If you wish to comment on this draft plan, please send your comments, quoting 
the title of the plan, to: 

Email: recoveryplans@environment.gov.au 
Mail: 

The Director 
Terrestrial Threatened Species Section 
Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division 
Department of the Environment and Energy 
GPO Box 787 
Canberra ACT 2601 

About	this	document	
The draft recovery plan sets out the research and management actions necessary to 
stop the decline, and support the recovery of this species. 

http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/recovery-plans/comment/draft-recovery-plan-grey-headed-flying-fox 
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Want to become a WRSC member? 
Download the new 2017 Membership Application form (it’s a Word document) on 

http://www.wildlife-rescue.org.au/become-a-volunteer.html 
NB: Membership depends on your application being accepted by our committee. This happens at either the monthly 
committee meeting (1st Wednesday) or general meeting (2nd Wednesday), if your application is received after these 
meetings it may not be accepted until the following month.  

 

A facebook page that may interest… 
https://www.facebook.com/APSNSW/ 

The Australian Plants Society - NSW @ APSNSW 

 

Anita Hobbs – FSC 

Natalie Hart – Southern Highlands 

Sonja Fernando – Southern Highlands 

Sarah Whittaker – Dapto 

Emmalene Matthews – Bundanoon 

Cherie Corbin – Wingello. 
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Southern Highlands home to over 3,000 koalas 
6 March, 2017 

http://media.wsc.nsw.gov.au/southern-highlands-home-to-over-3000-koalas/ 
 
Wingecarribee Shire Council has welcomed an announcement from the NSW Office of Environment and 
Heritage (OEH) estimating that over 3000 koalas reside in the Southern Highlands. 

Council’s Environmental Projects Officer Joe Stammers said the official population estimate is a result of 
work of the Southern Highlands Koala Conservation Project which is funded by Council’s Environment 
Levy and the NSW Government’s Saving Our Species program. 

“For the first time we have an accurate picture of the koalas of the Southern Highlands and can confirm it’s 
the largest population in southern NSW,” said Mr Stammers. 

“We were quietly confident that we had a substantial population, but the data confirms what we had long 
suspected,” said Mr Stammers. 

The official estimate suggests that our Shire is home to one of the most significant koala populations in 
New South Wales representing approximately 10 per cent of the total number of koalas left in the state’s 
wild. 

“We were aware of well-established koala populations in the Nattai and Yerrinbool areas,” said Mr 
Stammers.  “But this latest data shows us that there are also populations in East Mittagong, Canyonleigh, 
Belanglo, East Kangaloon and Wingello.” 

Mr Stammers said that this was the first time the OEH had provided an official estimate on the number of 
koalas in the Southern Highlands. 

“Over the past 18 months we have 
completed 450 spotlight surveys, fitted 20 
GPS tracking collars to individual koalas 
and received over 150 community sightings 
reported through Council’s Koala Hotline 
and the Southern Highlands Koala 
Conservation Project Facebook page,” Mr 
Stammers said. “We’ve also undertaken 
vegetation surveys to map koala habitat and 
preferred tree use which will help us 
identify essential koala corridors across the 
Shire.” 

The research is also informing the 
development of the NSW Government’s 
Koala Strategy with six new tree species in 
the Southern Highlands being added to a 
proposed expanded list of primary koala 
habitat trees protected under environmental 
legislation. 

The conservation project is set to expand 
over the next year, with the NSW 
Government’s Saving Our Species program 
announcing a further $95,000 to fund an 
additional 100 koala spotlight surveys in 
neighbouring Wollondilly Shire. 

To report koala sightings call: 

4868 0888  

or visit  

facebook.com/SouthernHighlandsKoalas 

For more information: 

www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/koalas 

facebook.com/SouthernHighlandsKoalas
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Contested	spaces:	saving	nature	when	our	beaches	have	
gone	to	the	dogs		

March 15, 2017 2.59pm AEDT 
https://theconversation.com/contested-spaces-saving-nature-when-our-beaches-have-gone-to-the-dogs-72078 

Authors 
Madeleine Stigner  Research assistant, The University of Queensland  

Kiran Dhanjal-Adams Research Associate Ecological Modeller, Centre for Ecology & Hydrology  
Richard Fuller Associate Professor in Biodiversity and Conservation, The University of Queensland  

There’s no doubt about it, Australians love the beach. And why not? Being outdoors makes us happy, and 
all beaches are public places in Australia. 

Head to a beach like Bondi on Christmas Day and you’ll share that space with more than 40,000 people. But we aren’t just 
jostling with each other for coveted beach space. Scuttling, waddling, hopping or flying away from beachgoers all around 
Australia are crabs, shorebirds, baby turtles, crocodiles, fairy penguins and even dingoes.  

Beaches are home to an incredible array of animals, and sharing this busy space with people is critical to their survival. But, if 
we find it hard to share our beaches with each other, how can we possibly find space for nature on our beaches?  

Beach birds 

Here’s a classic example of how hard it is to share our beaches with nature. Head to a busy beach at dawn, before the crowds 
arrive, and you will most likely see a number of small birds darting about. You may recognise them from the short movie Piper 
– they are shorebirds. As the day progresses, swimmers, kite surfers, dog walkers, horse riders, 4x4s and children descend 
upon the beach en masse, unwittingly disturbing the shorebirds. 

We share beaches with an extraordinary array of life, including many shorebirds.  

Unlike seabirds, shorebirds do not spend their life at sea. Instead, they specialise on the beach: foraging for their invertebrate 
prey, avoiding waves, or resting. However, shorebird numbers in Australia are declining very rapidly. Several species are 
officially listed as nationally threatened, such as the critically endangered Eastern Curlew. 

There are few places you can let your dog run for as long and as far as it pleases, which is one of the reasons beaches appeal to 
dog owners. But this disturbance results in heavy costs to the birds as they expend energy taking flight and cannot return to 
favourable feeding areas. Repeated disturbance can cause temporary or permanent abandonment of suitable habitat.  

The fascinating thing about many of these shorebirds is that they are migratory. Beachgoers in Korea, China, Indonesia or 
New Zealand could observe the same individual bird that we have seen in Australia.  

Yet these journeys come at a cost. Shorebirds must undertake gruelling flights of up to 16,000 kilometres twice a year to get 
from their breeding grounds in Siberia and Alaska to their feeding grounds in Australia and New Zealand. In their pursuit of 
an endless summer, they arrive in Australia severely weakened by their travels. They must almost double their body weight 
before they can migrate again. 

And these birds must contend with significant daily disruption on their feeding grounds. A recent study in Queensland found 
an average of 174 people and 72 dogs were present at any one time on the foreshore of Moreton Bay, along Brisbane’s 
coastline. And 84% of dogs were off the leash – an off-leash dog was sighted every 700 metres – in potential contravention of 
regulations on dog control.  

Managing the menagerie 

One conservation approach is to set up nature reserves. This involves trying to keep people out of large areas of the coastal 
zone to provide a home for nature. Yet this rarely works in practice on beaches, where there are so many overlapping 
jurisdictions (for example, councils often don’t control the lower areas of the intertidal zone) that protection is rarely joined up. 

© Huckleberry  
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However, our work at the University of Queensland shows we don’t need conservation reserves in which people are kept out. 
Quite the reverse. We should be much bolder in opening up areas that are specifically designated as dog off-leash zones, in 
places where demand for recreation is high. 

In the case of Moreton Bay, 97% of foraging migratory shorebirds could be protected from disturbance simply by designating 
five areas as off-leash recreation zones. Currently, dogs must be kept under close control throughout the intertidal areas of 
Moreton Bay. 

By zoning our beaches carefully, the science tells us that the most intense recreational activities can be located away from 
critical areas for nature. And there’s no reason why this logic couldn’t be extended to creating peaceful zones for beach users 
who prefer a quiet day out. 

By approaching the problem scientifically, we can meet recreational demand as well as protect nature. Proper enforcement of 
the boundaries between zones is needed. Such enforcement is effective when carried out in the right places at the right time. 

We believe that keeping people and their dogs off beaches to protect nature is neither desirable nor effective. It sends totally 
the wrong message – successful conservation is about living alongside nature, not separating ourselves from it.  

Conservationists and recreationists should be natural allies, both working to safeguard our beautiful coasts. The key is to find 
ways that people and nature can co-exist on beaches. 

The South Coast Shorebird Recovery Program 
was set up in 1999 by the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service 
(NPWS) to reduce the rate of decline of threatened shorebirds and 
recover populations by enhancing breeding success. 
This long-term program monitors and protects a range of threatened 
resident and migratory shorebird nesting habitat across all coastal 
environments from Wollongong to the NSW/VIC border, regardless 
of land tenure and promotes collaboration between land management 
organisations. Strong partnerships have developed over time 
between NPWS and local councils, plus other state and government 
agencies, local environment groups and individual members of the 
community, including over 100 dedicated volunteers. 
Volunteers are pivotal to the success of the program. Shorebird 
volunteers help NPWS monitor individual nesting sites and 
implement habitat protection measures, which are vital to the 
survival and recovery of threatened shorebirds 
The South Coast Shorebird Recovery Program monitors and protects 
all five species of shorebird nesting within the region. The species 
are: 

 Hooded plover 
 Sooty oystercatcher  
 Pied oystercatcher  
 Little tern  
 Fairy tern  

This long-running program has achieved the following and continues 
to build on its success: 
 Raised public awareness of local shorebird conservation by 

installing interpretive signs at key shorebird locations, producing 
posters and brochures to hand out to the public and beachgoers, 
promoting the program and its conservation message through the 
media including ongoing newsletters and newspaper articles, 
giving public talks, hosting shorebird conferences and giving 
conference presentations, radio and television interviews. 

 Stationed volunteer wardens at key sites and installing 
temporary fencing that has undoubtedly reduced human 
disturbance. 

 Implemented predator control programs for foxes and avian pest 
species and reducing the rate of nest loss particularly due to fox 
predation. 

 Developed a comprehensive shorebird monitoring program. 
 Gathered valuable information on the ecology of nesting 

threatened shorebirds and gaining expertise in shorebird 
management. 

 Increased numbers of eggs, chicks and fledglings of pied 
oystercatchers, hooded plovers, and little terns following 
management actions. 

 Birds have successfully bred and fledged young on busy and 
heavily used beaches following careful management. 

 Accurately determined reasons for nest failure in most cases. 

The Little Tern is listed as a Endangered 
Species on the New South Wales Threatened 
Species Conservation Act, 1995 (TSC Act). 

The Little Tern is a small, slender, migratory or 
partly migratory seabird from eastern Asia. At less 
than 25 cm long it is two-thirds to half the size of 
any other south-eastern tern.  

Pale grey upperparts contrast with the white chest, 
underbelly and the moderately long, deeply forked 
tail (80 - 110 mm). The Little Tern has a black cap 
and black outer wing-edges. During breeding the bill 
and legs change from black to yellow, and a black 
wedge appears from the bill to the eye. During non-
breeding, the Little Tern’s black cap shrinks to a 
black nape and its bill becomes black.  

In NSW, it arrives from September to November, 
occurring mainly north of Sydney, with smaller 
numbers found south to Victoria. It breeds in spring 
and summer along the entire east coast from 
Tasmania to northern Queensland, and is seen until 
May, with only occasional birds seen in winter 
months. 

For more information visit 
http://southcoastshorebirds.com.au 

LITTLE	TERN	

http://southcoastshorebirds.com.au
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Please contact  
Ian Usher  

0408 216 467 
if you can help out  

on this night 

Hours are 3.30pm until 9.30pm with various duties 
including preparing food, selling and operating the 
BBQ. It’s a fun evening and could potentially bring 
in a lot of funds for our wildlife as a percentage of 
the profits from the night go to WRSC. 

Help operate the Nowra Speedway 
‘Pit Stop’ canteen.  

15 April 2017  

 

In 2017 Wildlife Rescue South Coast will be at…. 

Bermagui Markets…. 
Sunday 30 April 

The Bermagui Hand &  
Homemade Market  

is held on the last Sunday  
of every month in Dickinson Park. 

Specialises in handmade, homemade  

and local produce. 
From 8.30 – 12.30pm. 

Candelo Markets…. 
Sunday 7 May 

Held on the first Sunday of every month in the 
Candelo township. The largest market on the 

Sapphire Coast with a field full of stalls and a strong 
focus on local produce and old wares. 

Hours: 8.30am to 12.30pm 

Bowral Markets …. 
Saturday 13 May 

Every 2nd Saturday of the month 
Bowral Public School 

 Bendooley Street, Bowral 
between 8am and 1pm. 

JB Maritime Museum  
Market Day …. 

Saturday 3 June 
World Environment Day   

Woollamia Rd, Huskisson, NSW, 2540 
Volunteers are needed  

for the WRSC display stall.   
Please contact Margaret 0410 595 463   
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Refreshments provided  
& Visitors are welcome 

Parking available  in Egans Lane car park  
between the Library & Woolworths 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc.  
General Meetings are held  

every 2nd Wednesday of  the month  
starting at 7pm 

in the Nowra Library Annex  
10 Berry Street, Nowra 

Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc with 
Flinders Work Wear & Embroidery have 
produced a digital logo for embroidering 
directly onto a polo shirt. A large range of 
colours are available and Flinders Work Wear 
have vests, jackets etc available for purchase 
which are also suitable to be embroidered.  
Whatever you want.  

Flinders Work Wear 

Unit 9, 5 Flinders Rd 

South Nowra NSW 2540 

www.jbswear.com.au/polos 

From The Eyes of a Wildlife Carer 
By Bronwyn Anne from ʺBodalla Mooʺ Edition 3 February ‐ May 2017 

Being a wildlife carer for 8 years, you  get the good, bad and busy days ‐ I’m not going to lie. Your 

aim is to rescue,  rehabilitate and release wildlife back  into the wild and educate the public when 

you  can.  While  doing  this  I  have  met  like‐minded  people  along  the  way,  increasing  my 

knowledge  and  picking  up on handy hints from some very dedicated  carers  that  end up being 

some of your best friends. 

A lot of people may think wildlife carers get  to play with  cute and fluffy animals  all day, but it’s 

really not as simple as  that!  As a carer you need to always  remember to draw that invisible line 

with  how much interaction you give to the wildlife. These animals are in care to be  rehabilitated 

and released back into the  wild when  they are fit, healthy and can  care for themselves, they are 

not pets. 

Being a volunteer with Wildlife Rescue  South Coast Inc. I have been trained to rescue and care for a 

variety of  different wildlife species. During busy  seasons, I have had up  to 24 animals  in care at 

the same  time, some staying  longer than others such as Rainbow Lorikeets, Eastern and Crimson 

Rosella chicks which all came in with little to no feathers, Brush tail and Ringtail Possum joeys, a 

Red‐neck Wallaby  joey,  and  Southern Boobook  chicks. Each  species  in  care  have  special  food 

requirements,  different  feeding  times,  some  needed  antibiotics,  vet  follow  up  appointments, 

paperwork filled out, cleaning of enclosures daily and pouches changed at almost every feed. 

At  the moment we  are  caring  for  a  young  Tawny  Frogmouth  chick, which  was  found  on  the 

ground due to being  blown out of its nest by strong winds. Thank you to the member of the public 

who originally  found  the young chick and  thought quickly about  taking  it  to Moruya Veterinary 

Hospital, who then  contacted the WRSC 24/7 emergency hotline ready  to pass  the young healthy 

chick over to a trained licensed carer. 

Knowing  the  location of where  the chick  was originally rescued from, we tried  every avenue  to 

reunite the young chick with its parents over a number of nights;  however that was not successful, 

so this meant the Tawny Frogmouth chick had  to come into care.  It will take a number  of months 

before its ready for release, but we are looking forward to that day when we can watch it fly away. 

To have the chance to rescue, rehabilitate  and release a wide selection of wildlife  such as parrots, 

eagles, possums,  emus,  koalas,  echidnas,  and wallabies would not be possible without being a 

part of a wildlife rescue organisation run by  dedicated volunteers. This is why I have found being a 

wildlife carer to be very rewarding.  

The Bodalla Moo is a 
local publication to 
s h o w c a s e  t h e 
communities of Bodalla 
& Potato Point. 

Above images:  
Tawny Frogmouth Chick, 
Potato Point Emu chick 
& Red-necked wallaby 
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Wing Span: 109cm 

Length: 40-46cm 

This handsome, large and powerful Petrel is a favourite and a much sought after species by the Sea birding public and Seafarers 
alike. It is only very rarely observed ashore, then mainly when breeding on Sub-Antarctic Island. The White-headed Petrel breeds 
on a number of islands in the Southern Indian Ocean and in the region south of New Zealand including Australia’s Macquarie 
Island.   

Usually solitary at sea and highly pelagic (rarely observed in continental shelf waters), it is common in regions of pack-ice near 
Antarctica in summer.  It wanders widely throughout the Southern Oceans and has occurred as far north as 12º south at Cape 
Weymouth in North Queensland.  

These are rare sighting though with the species being considered rare in NSW Waters and along the Eastern Seaboard in general. 
However the recent big east-coast low in the Tasman Sea proved too much for this one and it was found ashore at Sanctuary Point 
on March 7th . 

A big thank you to Lisa Hood from the Australian Seabird Rescue,  for picking the bird up from Sanctuary Point and taking it to 
Wildlife Rescue South Coast. WRSC team member Judy Bailey  did an amazing job of not only stabilising the bird’s weight and 
condition from 286grms when taken into care, to 420grms three days later!  The White-headed Petrel is thought to be a largely 
nocturnal feeder. The bird was observed and fed in the dark to monitor his activity. (Got sharp beaks, haven’t they Judy!!) 

Unfortunately Judy was going away.  So another big thank you to Lisa for picking the bird up again and meeting me at Shoalhaven 
Heads to bring him up to Wollongong for further care until he reached an ideal weight and condition to be released. Thank you 
also to Lindsay Smith of SOSSA for his advice and assistance in the rehab of this handsome bird. 

Monday 13th March 2017 Lindsay & I released him at Port Kembla late afternoon and watched him head south with barely enough 
time to take a photo !! 

A magic moment and thank you to all concerned for great team work! 

White-headed Petrel 
Contributed and photos supplied by Betty Spilsted  

Australian Seabird Rescue (ASR), Southern Oceans Seabird Study Association Inc. (SOSSA) 
and Wildlife Rescue South Coast Inc (WRSC) member   

Ticks and tick-borne diseases – protecting yourself,  is now 
available as a PDF. 

It is subtitled “A review of current information and options 
for bush regenerators, bush workers and people who love 
the bush.” 

This publication, edited by Virginia Bear and Lynn Rees, 
was prompted by a number of bush regenerators and ABBR 
members who have tested positive to Lyme disease and its 
co-infections in recent years. 

http://www.aabr.org.au/aabrs-tick-guide-now-available/ 
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Saving	our	Species	is	a	innovative	conservation	program	in	NSW.	It	aims	to	halt	and	reverse	the	growing	numbers	of	
Australian	animals	and	plants	facing	extinction.	This	program	aims	to	secure	as	many	threatened	species	that	can	be	
secured	in	the	wild	as	possible,	for	the	next	100	years.		

One	 of	NSW	National	 Parks’	most	 innovative	 programs,	 Saving	 our	 Species	 sets	 a	 clear	management	 framework	 to	
prioritise	between	species.	

As	part	of	the	conservation	program,	a	threatened	species	is	assigned	to	1	of	6	management	streams	depending	on	its	
distribution,	 ecology,	 security,	 and	what	 we	 know	 about	 it.	 The	 6	management	 streams	 are:	 site‐managed	 species,	
iconic	 species,	 data‐de icient	 species,	 landscape‐managed	 species,	 partnership	 species	 and	 keep	 watch	 species.	
Priorities	for	action	are	species	in	the	site‐managed,	iconic,	data‐de icient	and	landscape‐managed	species.	

Sustainability	 projects	 such	 as	 this	 are	 collaborative	 efforts,	 so	 the	 program	 invites	 participation	 from	 the	 NSW	
community	 and	 businesses,	 including	 research	 organisations,	 schools,	 landholders,	 government	 agencies,	 local	
conservation	groups	and	more.		

Saving	our	Species	conservation	program	
http://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/conservation-programs/saving-our-species 

 

Wildlife need habitat…. 
A short film celebrating the beauty of our natural environment and 20 years of dedicated volunteer bush 
carers working in the Blue Mountains to restore Australian native bushland. As an urban-natural 
interface, South Lawson Park is an example of successful land regeneration achieved through the efforts 
of committed locals. This film examines bushland values, community engagement, the significance of 
local places, bushcare, streamwatch, and natural and urban environment issues.  

Duration 8:14 min 

Yr 5-10 educational and general viewing. 

This project is supported by Greater Sydney Local Land Services through funding from the Australian 
Government's National Landcare Program. 

Financial and administrative support from Blue Mountains City Council, NSW. 

© 2017 Peter Ardill and Seconds Minutes Hours Productions (Director Vera Hong) 

BUSHCARE BLUE MOUNTAINS:  
SOUTH LAWSON PARK 

https://vimeo.com/198653820 

http://www.bushcarebluemountains.org.au/ 

https://vimeo.com/198653820
http://www.bushcarebluemountains.org.au/


 

0418 427 214  Illawarra, Southern Highlands and South Coast  Eurobodalla and Sapphire Coasts  0417 238 921 

Attend any performance of ‘This Crazy life’ and 
help raise funds - contact Anne  on 0402 403 057  

for enquiries re WRSC table bookings! 

Each	year,	over	25,000	tonnes	of	
litter	is	tossed	in	NSW.	
Litter damages our natural environments, harms 
wildlife and sea creatures, can injure people and 
makes our spaces less healthy. Cleaning up litter 
also costs taxpayers a lot of money. 

REPORT LITTERING FROM 
VEHICLES 
If you see someone littering 
from their vehicle, you can 
report them to the EPA. Fines 
from $250 can be issued from 
your report. Roadside litter can 
attract wildlife and increase 
roadkill. 

For more information visit 
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/heytosser/ 

Habitat	for	Hollows	and	Nest	
Box	Workshop	
by	Karen	Guymer		

Environment	&	Sustainability,		
Wingecarribee	Shire	Council	

Description 
Learn about creating artificial hollows and nest boxes for 
wildlife in your garden or on your farm. Habitat hollows 
and nest boxes can be used in environments where there 
is a lack of natural hollows. Many of our native animals 
use hollows for feeding, resting and nesting and they are 
critical for many arboreal mammals such as the Greater 
Glider. 
The day will include brief talks, a demonstration and a 
short walk. 
Please bring light refreshments and water for the day. 
Date and Time 
Fri. 19 May 2017 
10:00 am – 2:30 pm AEST 

Location 
Mansfield Reserve 
Mansfield Road  
Bowral, NSW 2576 

Register for this free event at:  
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/habitat-for-hollows-and-nest-
box-workshop-tickets-32909185259 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/habitat-for-hollows-and-nest-box-workshop-tickets-32909185259
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